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PREFACE. 


As  I  have  reason  to  believe  that  the  most  import- 
ant of  my  despatches  from  Upper  Canada  were,  con- 
trary to  usual  custom,  submitted  for  the  decision  of 
the  Cabinet,  I  am  perfectly  sensible  that  the  publica* 
tion  of  this  volume  must  draw  upon  me  the  whole 
force  of  the  Government. 

The  despatches  it  contains  were  almost,  without 
exception,  written  either  during  the  day,  while  I  was 
constantly  interrupted,  or  late  at  night,  when  I 
was  tired.  Several  were  actually  despatched  in  the 
rough  draught ;  and  such  was  the  pressure  of  public 
business,  that  I  had  seldom  time  to  revise  them. 

The  general  plan  of  my  communications  to  the  Co- 
lonial Office  was  unequivocally  to  explain  the  ex|>ected 
result  of  my  proposed  measures,  which,  having  been 
long  ago  carried  into  effect,  must  now  be  tested  by 
the  triple  ordeal  of  the  future,  present,  and  past; 
and,  as  it  has  so  happened  that  this  volume  has  been 
published  with  extraordinary  celerity  (it  has  been 
printed  in  a  week),  I  think  it  cannot  be  denied  that 
— as  I  have  no  political  connexion  with  any  party, 
as  I  do  not  address  myself  to  any  party,  and  as 
there  does  not  exist  in  either  House  of  Parliament  a 
single  meniber  who  can  stand  up  and  say  that,  directly 
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or  indirectly,  I  have  in  anyway  solicited  his  assistance 
on  this  or  on  any  subject, — I  can  have  but  little  to 
support  me  in  an  unequal  contest  but  the  justness  of 
my  cause. 

I  have  neither  explanations  nor  professions  to  offer. 
Why  do  I  publish  these  despatches  ?  Am  I  actuated 
by  public  principle  or  private  feeling  ?  What  do  I 
expect  to  gain  by  the  course  I  am  adopting  ?  Will 
it  be  of  any  service  to  the  country  in  general,  or  to 
our  North  American  colonies  in  particular  ? 

To  all  of  the  above  questions  one  answer  will 
suffice.  Reader y  peruse  the  volume^  and  then  judge 
for  yourself.  Its  copyright  I  have  presented  to  my 
worthy  publisher ;  and  having  now,  as  I  have  long 
wished  to  do,  submitted  to  the  country  the  result  of 
my  experience  in  the  administration  of  the  govern- 
ment of  Upper  Canada,  I  abandon  it  to  find  its 
own  level  among  the  mass  of  Repoils  and  Docu- 
ments which  are  already  struggling  to  obtain  the 
consideration  of  the  public. 
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My  reasons  for  not  having  delayed  the  pub- 
ucation  of  my  *'  narrative  "  until  the 
despatches  ordered  to  be  printed  by  the 
house  of  lords  were  promulgated. 

The  accusations  against  me  and  against  the  legisla- 
ture of  Upper  Canada,  contained  in  Lord  Durham's 
Report,  which,  by  the  advice  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  was  "  presented  by  her  Majesty's 
command  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament,"  were  as 
follows : — 

1.  That,  as  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Upper  Canada, 
I  had  managed  to  obtain  at  the  elections  a  consti- 
tutional majority  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  by 
making  deceptive  misrepresentations  to  the  people ; 
&iid  that  in  a  number  of  instances  the  said  elections 
had  been  carried  **  by  the  unscrupulous  exercise  of 
the  influence  of  my  Government." 

2.  That  I  had  formed  my  Executive  Council  of 
persons  whom  I  had  "  taken  from  without  the  pale 
of  oflScial  eligibility," — that  this  Council  had 
"  accepted  oflSce  almost  on  the  express  condition  of 
l^ing  mere  ciphers ;"  and  that,  having  been  selected 
under  these  degrading  circumstances,  it  continued. 
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under  the  administration  of  Sir  George  Arthur,  '•  to 
feel  that  under  no  conceivable  contingency  could 
they  expect  an  Assembly  disposed  to  support  them/* 

3.  That  the  members  of  the  House  of  Assembly 
of  Upper  Canada  "  had  been  elected  under  circum- 
stances such  as  to  render  them  peculiar  objects  of 
suspicion  and  reproach  to  a  large  number  of  their 
countrymen ;"  and  that  they  were  accused  of  having 
"  violated  their  pledges  at  the  elections." 

4.  That  by  the  above  acts  the  people  of  Upper 
Canada  had  been  exasperated. 

On  these  oflfensive  accusations  being  laid,  by 
advice  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  before  both 
Houses  of  Parliament,  accompanied  by  four  hundred 
folio  pages  of  additional  matter  selected  by  the 
Government,  but  vrhich,  strange  to  say,  did  not 
contain  a  single  word  in  defence  either  of  me  or  of 
the  Executive  Council  or  House  of  Assembly  of 
Upper  Canada,  I  found  myself  all  of  a  sudden  most 
ungenerously  thrown  by  a  Government  I  had  faith- 
fully served,  into  a  dilemma  from  which  it  was 
utterly  impossible  for  me  to  extricate  myself  with  im- 
punity :  for,  if  I  should  vindicate  myself,  by  publish- 
ing the  despatches  which  I  had  refused  to  divulge 
to  both  Houses  of  the  Canadian  Legislature,  I  knew 
I  should  instantly  be  accused  of  betraying  my  em- 
ployers ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  if,  to  avoid 
this  imputation,  I  should  remain  silent,  I  felt  most 
strongly  that  the  Executive  Council  of  Upper  Canada 
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whose  private  as    well  as    public   characters   had 
been  so  unjustly  assailed — the  House  of  Assembly 
of  Upper   Canada^   who  had  during  two  arduous 
sessions  so  hobly  supported  me,  the  electors  of  the 
province,  who  in  peace  as  well  as  in  war  had  so 
constitutionally  flocked  around  me,  and  the  Legisla- 
tures of  our  North  American  Colonies,  who  had  so 
loyally  co-operated  with  Upper  Canada  in  standing 
against  democracy,  would  indignantly  haVe  declared, 
that,  supported  as  I  had  been  by  them  all,  I  was 
bound  to  them  by  honour  and  by  gratitude,  not  only 
regardless  of  every  personal  sacrifice,  to  step  forward 
to  shield  them  in  their  absence  from  being  so  un- 
justly defamed  before  the  Imperial  Parliament,  but 
to  save  them  from  the  ruinous  consequences  of  Lord 
Durham's  Report,  by  exposing  to  the  country  the 
unintentional  misrepresentations  which  it  contained. 
The  dilemma  in  which  Her  Majesty's  Government 
placed  me  was  a  cruel  one;  because,  without  any 
lueans  of  escaping,  it  forced  me  to  sacrifice  either  my 
reputation  among  diplomatic  men  by  publishing  my 
despatch^,  or  my  character  among  men  of  the  world 
by  ungratefully  shrinking  from  defending  those  to 
whom,  under  Providence,  I  was  indebted  for  infinitely 
more  than  my  life. 

The  Duke  of  Wellington,  totally  unsolicited  by 
me, seeing  the  miserable  predicament  in  which  I  was 
placed,  magnanimously  rose  in  my  defence,  and, 
ropported  by  two  late  Secretaries  of  State  for  the 
Coknies  both  of  whom  declared  that  I  was  entitled 


VUl  PREFACE  TO  THE  THIRD  EDITION. 

to  vindication,  his  Grace  called  upon  Lord  Melbourne 
for  the  production  of  the  whole  of  my  despatches. 

The  very  point  which  I  myself  had  refused  to 
accede  to  the  addresses  of  both  Houses  of  the  Cana- 
dian Legislature  was  thus  fairly  brought  before 
Lord  Melbourne  by  his  political  antagonist,  and  the 
moment  had  therefore  arrived  for  his  Lordship  to 
determine  and  to  declare  before  the  country,  whether 
he  would  resist  or  yield  to  a  request,  the  conse- 
quences of  which  he  was  fully  aware  of.  His 
Lordship  was  pleased  deliberately  to  accede  to  the 
Duke  of  Wellington's  motion,  and  accordingly  such 
of  my  despatches  as  were  necessary  to  my  vindica- 
tion were  ordered  to  be  printed. 

The  important  point  being  yielded,  publicity  being 
granted,  and  the  immediate  elucidation  of  the  real 
truth  being  of  vital  importance  not  only  to  my  own 
character,  to  the  character  of  the  authorities  of  Upper 
Canada,  but  to  the  empire  at  large,  ten  days  after 
this  permission  was  granted,  I  published  in  a  popular 
form,  and  with  necessary  explanations,  the  case 
which  I  had  hitherto  withheld  from  the  public. 

In  this  publication  I  did  not  divulge  a  single  State 
secret,  but  by  producing  less  than  a  sixth  of  my 
despatches,  I  merely  exculpated  myself  from  the 
accusations  which  had  been  made  against  me,  by 
explaining  what  had  been  the  policy  I  had  en- 
deavoured to  pursue,  what  had  been  the  difficulties 
which  had  vexatiously  been  opposed  to  me,  and  how, 
instead  of  being  supported  by  my  employers,  I  had 
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by  their  repeated  attacks  been  eventually  driven  from 
my  post. 

For  reasons  which  I  am  unable  to  explain,  an 
unusual  delay  took  place  in  the  promised  production 
of  my  despatches,  in  consequence  of  which  my 
defence  of  the  policy  I  had  pursued  was  published 
before  it  was  officially  promulgated  by  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government, 

I  acknowledge  with  submission  the  breach  of  form 
I  have  thus  committed ;   at  the  same  time  it  will,  I 
hope,    be   also  admitted   that,  leaving  my  natural 
eagerness  to  vindicate  myself,  and  those  who  had 
supported  me,  from  the  offensive  accusations  which 
had  been  brought  against  us  before  both  Houses  of 
Parliament,  completely  out  of  the  question,  it  was 
of  vital  importance  that  my  volume  should  reach 
the  colonies  and  appear  before  the  judgment  of  the 
British  public,  as  nearly  as  possible,  simultaneously 
with  Lord  Durham's  unfortunate  recommendations : 
for  surely  it  must  be  evident  that  iu  our  colonial 
poUcy  there  exist  errors   enough  without  wilfully 
sowing  and  giving  time  for  the  growth  of  others, 
which,  by  a  prompt  reply,  might  at  once  be  eradi- 
cated; and  this  general  observation  is  particularly 
applicable  to  Lord  Durham's  Report,  which,  without 
intentional  offence  to  his  Lordship,  I  must  say,  con- 
tains allegations  against  the  Legislature  of  Upper 
Canada,    and    expressions    of    admiration    of  the 
United  States,  almost  sufficient  to  make  our  Cana- 
dian Militia  throw  down  their  arms  in  despair. 
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Notwithstanding  these  reasons,  it  has,  however, 
been  observed  by  Her  Majesty's  Government,  before 
Parliament, ''  that  my  publication  of  my  despatches 
is  unparalleled,  and  that  long  may  it  remain  so.'" 
Whether  the  provocation  as  well  as  the  treatment  I 
have  received  from  Her  Majesty's  Government  be  also 
^'unparalleled"  is  a  question  for  the  public  rather 
than  me  to  determine.  I  will  therefore  proceed  to 
notice  two  other  remarks  made  against  me  by  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  viz.,  that  I  ought  not  to  have 
published  at  all — first,  any  despatches  impugning 
the  political  principles  of  individuals  (one  of  whom 
principally  alluded  to  is,  I  presume,  Her  Majesty's 
Under  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies) ;  and 
secondly,  any  expressions  hostile  to  the  institutions 
of  the  United  States,  Her  Majesty's  Government 
having  determined,  although  I  have  published  them, 
officially  to  withhold  all  such  documents  from  the 
public. 

Now  what  a  contradiction  this  is  to  the  course 
which  the  Government  pursued  respecting  Lord 
Durham's  allegations  against  me ! 

These  allegations  leaked  out  into  the  ''  Times  ^^ 
newspaper  before  they  were  officially  laid  before 
Parliament,  or  rather  before  it  was  even  decided  that 
they  should  be  laid  before  Parliament,  just  as  my 
despatches  appeared  after  they  had  been  ordered  to  be 
printed.  In  the  former  case,  however,  the  greater  ir- 
regularity was  urged  by  Her  Majesty's  Government 
as  their  excuse,  or  rather  as  their  reason,  for  promul-* 
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gating  a  libel ;  while,  in  the  lesser  case,  it  is  said  to  be 
DO  reason  at  all  for  their  publishing  it.  And  now, 
let  us  examine  who  are  the  parties  liiat  in  one  instance 
Her  Majesty's  Government  join  in  attacking,  and  in 
another  instance,  exactly  similar,  protect  from  de- 
famation. 

Why,  the  individual  whom  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment have  assisted  in  assailing  before  both  Houses  of 
Parliament  is  the  man  who  on  the  continent  of 
America  humbly  maintained  monarchical  principles 
against  democracy ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  the  in* 
dividual  whom  they  shield  is  Her  Majesty's  Under 
Secretary  for  the  Colonies,  declared,  on  respectable 
evidence  which  it  has  been  offered  to  produce,  to  have 
assisted  in  our  colonies  the  progress  of  republican  in* 
stitutions! ! 

But  not  only  do  Her  Majesty's  Government  pro-^ 
tect  this  individual,  but  they  declare  their  intention  to 
protect  democracy  itself;  and  although  twenty-two 
pieces  of  artillery  of  the  United  States  were  fired 
during  a  fortnight  upon  Upper  Canada  while  I  com- 
manded there — ^although  the  Americans,  after  having 
let  a  price  upon  my  head,  shamefully  invaded  the  pro- 
vince in  all  directions, — shot  down  thirty  of  our  brave 
soldiers,— -cruelly  murdered  and  plundered  the  Queen's 
Bubjects, — brutally  insulted  several  ladies  on  board  the 
British  steamer  (the  Sir  Robert  Peel),  which  they 
burnt, — ^barbarously  mutilated  the  corpses  of  our 
officers,  one  of  whom,  it  is  said,  they  hung  up  by  the 
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heels  as  a  mark  for  their  rifles. — Although,  on  relixi- 
quishing  the  government  of  Upper  Canada,  I  was 
pursued  for  upwards  of  forty  miles  by  these 
Americans,  who  hunted  me  like  bloodhounds  to 
murder  me,  for  no  other  reason  than  because,  as  her 
Britannic  Majesty's  representative,  I  had  resisted  the 
repeated  proclamations  by  which  the  American  **  Gene- 
rals commanding  '*  had  insolently  called  upon  Her 
Majesty's  subjects  of  Upper  Canada  to  exchange 
British  institutions  for  democracy. — Notwithstanding 
all  these  provocations,  and  notwithstanding  these  in- 
famous aggressions  have  already  cost  the  country 
nearly  two  millions  of  money,  I  am  to  be  censured  by 
Her  Majesty's  Government  for  having,  after  they  had 
agreed  to  the  publication  of  my  despatches,  made  the 
coimtry  and  the  civilized  world  aware  that  I  had  called 
"  shame  "  upon  those  institutions  of  the  United  States 
which  their  citizens  had  vainly  endeavoured,  by 
bayonets  and  artillery,  to  force  upon  the  people  of 
Upper  Canada,  whether  they  liked  them  or  not. 

If  Her  Majesty's  Government  are  of  opinion  that 
the  old-fashioned  custom,  wliich  in  British  history  has 
ever  been  maintained,  of  indignantly  resbting  insult 
and  aggression,  is  henceforward  to  be  abolished,  why, 
instead  of  first  inculcating  the  new  doctrine  upon  an 
humble  individual  like  myself,  did  they  not  venture  at 
once  to  rebuke  the  Duke  of  Wellington  when,  on  the  6th 
ult.,his  Grace,  ina  speech  which  menof  property  in  the 
United  States  will  both  appreciate  and  admire,  com- 
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pared  the  unjustifiable  invasion  of  the  Canadas  ^*  to  a 
system  of  warfare  known  only  among  the  most  law* 
less  of  the  most  barbarous  states  of  the  East  and  of 
Africa  r 

Do  Her  Majesty's  Ministers  conceive  that  the  plain- 
dealing  yeomen,  fanners,  merchants,  and  manufac- 
turers of  the  British  empire  are  to  be  called  upon  to 
pay  two  millions  of  money  for  a  secret  war  with  Ame- 
rica, which  no"  man  is  to  dare  to  mention ;  and  that 
our  public  officers,  smarting  under  the  indignities  they 
have  received  from  the  American  Republic,  are  to 
be  publicly  censured,  unless,  with  the  servility  of 
spaniels,  they  lick  the  hand  that  has  been  striking 
them? 

Do  Her  Majesty's  Ministers  afford  this  unheard-of 
protection  to  our  own  revered  institutions  ?  No ! 
Every  fault  which  conflicting  Commissioners  of  In- 
quiry, one  after  another,  can  ingeniously  point  out  in 
the  Monarchical  institutions  of  the  Canadas  have 
been  printed  with  eager  alacrity  ;  every  recommenda- 
tioQ  from  friend  or  foe  to  subject  the  Governor,  the 
Executive  Council,  and  the  Upper  House  of  the 
Provincial  Legislature  to  the  will  of  the  people,  has 
been  listened  to  '^  with  the  utmost  possible  respecty^ 
and  published  in  detail.  Lord  Durham's  censures 
against  my  policy ;  his  Lordship's  allegations  against 
the  Executive  Council  whom  I  appDinted,  against  the 
Legislative  Council,  and  even  against  the  representa- 
tives of  the  people  of  Upper  Canada,  by  the  advice  of 
Her  Majesty's  Ministers,  have  been  all  '*  laid  befor? 
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both  Houses  of  Parliament  by  command  of  the 
Queen." 

Neither  the  private  nor  the  public  feelings  of  the 
supporters  of  British  institutions  have  been  spared ; 
but  the  moment  (availing  m)rselfof  Lord  Melbourne's 
motion^  that  a  portion  of  my  despatches  be  printed) 
I  tell  the  country  the  real  truth — ^the  moment,  in 
defence  of  our  monarchical  constitution,  I  utter  a 
word  against  those  republican  institlitions  of  the 
United  States,  which  have  assailed  and  insulted  it. 
Her  Majesty's  Government  defend  democracy,  and 
frown  upon  me  for  having  disclosed  the  resistance  I 
offered  to  its  attacks  ! 

Lastly,  how  could  Her  Majesty's  Government 
complain  before  the  House  of  Commons,  that  too 
many  of  my  despatches  had  been  published,  when  in 
the  same  breath  they  cheerfully  consented  to  pridt  a 
second  batch  of  them,  on  Mr.  Hume's  ridiculous 
pretence,  that  their  publication  was  necessary  for  the 
purification  of  his  character  ? 

If  her  Majesty's  Ministers  feel  that  they  have  been 
seriously  injured  in  the  opinion  of  steady  men  of  busi«> 
ness  by  the  publication  of  my  despatches,  they  should 
blame  themselves,  not  me :  for  if  they  themselves  had 
not  torn  up  the  solemn  treaty  of  peace  which  existed 
between  us,  I  should  still  have  been  governed  by  its 
terms. 

The  dilemma  in  which  they  involved  me,  by 
acknowledging  and  laying  before  Parliament,  as  an 
official  ''  Report,"  the  pamphlet  of  an  Ex-Governor, 
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who  before  his  resignation  had  been  received  had, 
in  a  Quebec  Proclamation,  assailed  them  and  the 
Imperial  Parliament  as  severely  as  after  his  resigna- 
tion had  been  accepted  he  assailed  in  his  said  London 
Pamphlet  the  conduct  and  by-gone  policy  of  an  Ex- 
Lieutenant-Governor  of  Upper  Canada,  ^^ functus 
officii"  like  himself — ^the  consequent  demand  in  the 
House  of  Lords  for  my  despatches — and  the  exertions 
which  I  was*  forced  to  make  in  self-defence,  will^  I 
believe,  be  a  warning  to  British  Statesmen  :— 

Ist.  Never  again  to  forget  their  own  dignity  by 
refusing  to  accept  the  resignation  of  a  public  servant, 
when,  by  word  as  well  as  by  deed,  he  frankly  says 
of  their  measures  (as  I  did  within  four  months  of  my 
arrival  at  Toronto),  "  that  he  has  not  an  idea  in  com^ 
mon  with  them ;"  and  that  the  policy  they  have  desired 
him  to  follow  '^  has  a  democratic  character^  to  which 
he  cannot  conscientiously  accord** 

Sndly.  Never  again  in  our  colonies,  in  opposition 
to  the  earnest  recommendations  of  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor,  to  raise  up  the  well-known  enemies,  and 
to  pull  down  the  time-tried  friends  of  British  Insti- 
tutions. 

3rdly.  Never  again  to  combine  with  any  one  in  im- 
jusdy  dragging  before  both  Houses  of  Parliament  a 
silent,  innocent  man,  who,  in  his  retirement,  was 
faithfully  concealing  their  policy. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

Preliminary  History— The  Eleration  of  Mr.  M'Kenzie*  and  the 
recall,  by  the  Colonial  Office,  of  His  Excellency  Major  General 
Sir  John  Colborne. 

Mr.  M'Kenzie,  who  has  caused  the  effusion  of  so 
much  British  blood  and  inooey^  was,  it  is  believed, 
an  insignificant  pedlar-lad,  who,  about  eighteen  years 
ago,  having  transferred  himself  to  America,  under 
disreputable  circumstances,  succeeded  in  becoth- 
mg  the  shop  or  errand-boy  of  a  notorious  republican 
at  Toronto. 

After  living  for  some  years  in  this  description  of 
society,  he  gradually  brought  himself  into  notice  by 
the  extraordinary  talent  he  displayed  in  inventing 
gross  falsehoods,  and,  as  his  radical  associates  acutely 
perceived  that  such  poisonous  misrepresentations 
flowing  through  the  province  would  by  degrees 
sicken  the  loyalty  of  those  who,  secluded  in  the  back- 
woods, were  completely*  dependent  for  political  in- 
formation on  the  local  press,  he  was  strongly  encou- 
raged to  throw  aside  his  shopman's  apron,  and  to  set 
up  a  newspaper. 

With  tins  detestable  object  in  view,  Mr.  M'Kenzie's 
exertions  for  many  years  were  really  almost  super- 
human.    Every  hardship,  whether  of  wood,  wind,  or 
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weather,  which  the  settler  encountered  in  his  lonely 
residence  in  the  forest,  was,  by  some  falsehood  or 
other,  ingeniously  shown  to  proceed  indirectly  from 
Downing-street,  or  directly  from  the  Government 
House,  or  Legislative  Council,  at  Toronto.  Every 
magistrate,  militia  officer,  postmaster,  or  school- 
master, who  in  any  way  misbehaved  himself,  either 
in  public  or  private,  was  declared  to  be  an  especial 
favourite  of  the  Government  ;  artful  comparisons 
were  constantly  unfairly  made  between  the  condition 
of  the  old,  densely-peopled  districts  of  the  United 
States  and  the  young  settlements  of  Upper  Canada, 
the  difference  being  of  course  attributed  to  the 
withering  influence  of  monarchical  institutions. 

After  these  mischievous  misrepresentations  (wbich 
lowered,  if  it  were  possible,  Mr.  M'Kenzie  in  the  esti- 
mation of  every  honest,  intelligent  man)  had  suffi- 
ciently shaken  the  loyalty  of  those  who,  secluded  in 
moral  darkness,  had  unfortunately  listened  to  his 
tales,  he  considered  that  the  time  had  arrived  for 
getting  up  some  vague  petition  to  the  Colonial 
Secretary  for  the  general  correction  of  **  grievances.*^ 
In  order  to  obtaiu  sufficient  signatures  for  this  pur- 
pose, it  is  perfectly  notorious,  throughout  Upper 
Canada,  that  the  most  barefaced  and  impudent  decep- 
tions were  practised.  In  various  directions  agents 
were  employed  who,  themselves,  affijted  the  names 
or  marks  of  all  who  could  be  induced  to  acknow- 
ledge they  had  any  one  thing  to  complain  of   indeed, 


ieveral  worthy  individuals  were  added  to  the  list, 
who  actually  believed  they  had  joined  in  a  loyal  ad- 
dress.    The  names  and  signatures  thus  collected  in 
batches,  cm  separate  pieces  of  paper^  were  then  all 
pasted  together,    and,    with  scarcely  anything  but 
these  credentials  in  his  wallet,  and  with  unprincipled 
impndence  as  his  companion,  this  low  adventurer  (by 
one  of  those  eccentric  chances  which  occasionally 
characterise  the  course  of  an  impostor's  life)  returned 
to   his    mother-country,    to  introduce  himself   in 
Downing-street  to  her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State 
for  the   Colonies,   leading    behind   him    in   Upper 
Canada  that  kind  of   character  which,  with  more 
wit  than  elegance,  has  been  thus  quaintly  described 
by  aa  American  writer : — 

"  He  b,  without  exception,  the  most  notorious  liar  m  all 
«ir  eoimtryl  He  lies  out  of  every  pore  in  his  skin.  Whe^ 
tlier  be  be  slee^ng  or  waking,  on  foot  or  on  horseback, 
taBdng  with  his  neighbours  or  writing  for  a  newspaper,  a 
vokitudinous  swarm  of  lieiB,  visible,  palpable^  and  tangible, 
sn  buzzing  and  settling  about  him  like  flies  around  a  horse 
in  August.'* 

One  would  have  thought  that  the  infamous  noto- 
riety of  this  low-bred,  vulgar  man  would  have  secui'ed 
tbe  Governor  and  Legislature  of  Upper  Canada  from 
bis  libellous  and  seditious  accusations ;  but,  alas !  the 
i^ery  fact  of  his  undertaking  a  journey  of  nearly 
4000  miles  shows  pretty  clearly  that  Mr.  M'Ken/ie  ♦ 
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shrewdly  suspected  that  die  Colonial  OflBce  would  not 
be  very  mimical  to  his  demands. 

The  reception  which  Mr.  M^Kenzie  met  with  in 
Downing-street  he  has  boastingly  explained  by  the 
following  letters/ which  are  only  a  part  of  many  he 
has  published  in  Upper  Canada,  in  order  trium- 
phantly to  demonstrate  the  accredited  importance 
with  which  he  had  been  received,  notwithstanding 
the  documents,  of  which  he  was  the  advocate,  had 
not  passed  through  the  executive  government,  or 
before  either  branch  of  the  Legislature  of  Upper 
Canada. 

^coPY.)  Colonial  Office,  July  26,  1832. 

Sir, 
Lord  Goderich  has  desired  me  to  acknowledge  the  re* 
eeipt  of  your  papers,  and  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you 
that  his  Lordship  regrets  he  cannot  appoint  an  earlier  day 
than  Friday,  the  3rd  of  August.  On  that  day,  however,  at 
two  o'clock,  he  will  be  glad  to  see  you  at  this  office. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be 
Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

Charles  Douglas. 
W.  L.  M'Kenzie,  Esquire. 

19,  Wakefield-street,  Brunswick-square. 

(copy  of  extract.) 

Douming  Street,  Sth  September,  1832. 
.    Sir, 

I  am  directed  by  Lord  Groderich  to  acknowledge  the  re- 
ceipt of  yoiir  letters  of  the  27th  Auf^ust  and  5th  September 


In  answer  to  these  cotnmunieations,  I  have  to  inform  you 
that  the  other  addresses,  as  well  as  that  from  the  Niagara 
distriett  have  in  the  usual  manner  been  laid  before  his  Ma- 
jcftj,  and  you  are  at  liberty  to  state  this  fact  to  the  persona 
by  whom  they  have  been  signed^  without  receiving  a  sepa- 
rate answer  to  each. 

With  respect  to  the  war  losses  and  the  state  of  the  re- 
presentation, although,  of  course,  he  can  enter  into  no  dis  • 
cuwion  with  any  private  individual  on  those  subjectft^ 
Lord  Goderich  is  willing  to  receive  and  to  pay  such 
attention  as  they  may  seem  to  require  to  any  further 
wrilten  statements  you  may  think  fit  to  submit  to  him. 
If  you  have  anything  to  offer  which  can  only  be  verbally 
oommunicatedy  his  Lordship  will  not  refuse,  on  his  return  to 
toirn,  to  afford  you  such  opportunities  of  addressing  him  as 
his  other  avocations  will  allow. 

(Signed)  HowiCK. 

To  W.  L.  M'Kenzie,  Esquire. 

(oorr.)  Colonial  Office,  Tuesday  2&ih. 

Sir, 

I  am  desired  by  Lord  Goderich  to  propose  to  you  to 

caD  here  on  Saturday  next,  at  two,  instead  of  to*morrow, 

at  half-past  twelve,  as  the  House  of  Lords  meet  at  one 

o*elodL  to  send  up  an  address  to  his  Majesty. 

I  am.  Sir, 

Your  humble  servant, 

B.  J.  Balfour. 
To  W.  L.  M'Kenzie,  Esquire. 

&c.        &c. 

Colonial  Office,  November  2,  Tuesday. 
Sir, 
Lord  Goderich  has  desired  me  t©  express  to  you  his 


regret  that  the  pressure  of  business  should  have  prefented 
him  seemg  you  since  his  return  to  town.  He  now  fai^ 
leave  to  propose  one  o'clock  on  Tuesday  next,  at  this  office, 
for  the  interview  you  desire. 

I  am.  Sir, 
Your  obedient  servant, 

B.  J.  Balpour. 
W.  L.  M'Kensie,  Esquire. 
&c.         &c. 

Colonial  Office,  Nffvember  5ih. 

Lord  Goderich  presents  his  compliments  to  Mr. 
M'Kenzie.  He  finds  himself  obliged  to  change  the  pro- 
posed hour  for  interview  to-morrow  to  twelve  o'clock 
instead  of  one,  which  he  hopes  will  not  be  inconvenient  to 
Mr.  M'Kenzie. 

W.  L.  M'Kenzie,  Esquire. 

Colonial  Office,  November  6th. 

Lord  Goderich  is  sorry  to  be  again  obliged  to  put 
Mr.  M'Kenzie  off.  He  has  now  to  propose  twelve  o'clock 
6n  Wednesday,  instead  of  twelve  to-morrow. 

W.  L.  M'Kenzie,  Esquire. 

In  this  country,  people  will  scarcely  comprehend 
why  Mr.  M'Kenzie  should  (writing  the  words 
"  Esquire''  and  ^^your  most  obedient  humble  servant 
at  full  length)  have  published  with  so  much  ostenta- 
tion copies  of  the  above  commonplace  communica- 
tions. In  a  small  community,  however,  consider- 
able importance  is  attached  to  any  interview  with 
a  minister ;  and  in  colonial  society  this  distinction  is 


not  only,  by  the  vulgar,  looked  upon  as  an  honour, 
bot^  by  the  most  sensible  and  reflecting,  it  is  justly 
considered  as  a  political  advantage  which  may  be 
productive  of  very  serious  results. 

The  following  memorandum,  which  Mr.  M'Kenzie 
published  in  Upper  Canada,  together  with  the  notes 
which  have  been  just  quoted,  sufficiently  show  the 
mischievous  application  that  may  be  made  of  these 
improper  interviews. 

(cOPT.) 

Memorandum. — On  Wednesday,  the  7th  of  November, 
183%  I  had  tlie  honour  of  a  very  long  ii^rview  with  the 
Secretary  of.  State ;  and  on  the  day  following  the  despatch 
wa$  written,  which  is  ap  answer,  in  part,  to  my  representa- 
tions. 

^Signed)  W.  L.  M'Kenzib. 

The  despatch  from  the  Colonial  Minister  to 
His  Excellency  Sir  John  Colbome,  to  which 
Mr.  M'Kenzie  here  alludes,  is  one  of  the  most 
extraordinary  public  documents  ever  published  in 
Upper  Canada.     It  begins  as  follows : 

(copy.)  Downing'Street,  Nov.  8,  1832. 

Sir, 
During  several  months  past,  I  have  been  in  occasional 
eommunication  with  Mr.  William  M'Eenzie  upon  the  sub- 
ject of  the  grievances  said  to  exist  in  Upper  Canada,  and 
br  redress  of  which  various  petitions  have  been  addressed 
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to  his  Majesty.  I  propose  in  this  despsteh  to  foUow  )f  r* 
M'Kenzie  through  those  parts  of  his  statement*  respectiBg 
the  representation  of  the  inhabitants  in  the  House  of  Gcna- 
ral  Assembly,  which  appear  to  me  essential  to  the  consi^ 
deration  of  the  practical  questions  he  has  undertaken  to 
agitate. 

The  despatch  accordingly  obsequiously  follows 
Mr.  M'Kenzie  through  the  whole  course  of  his  moat 
insulting  abuse  of  the  executive,  legislative,  civil 
and  religious  authorities  of  the  colony ;  and  in  one 
instance,  merely  because  Mr.  M*Kenzie,  an  unprinci- 
pledy  vagrant  grievance-monger, had  complained  ''that 
the  law,  as  interpreted  by  the  Ciourt  of  King's  Bench, 
entitles  the  county  members  only  to  wages,"  without 
asking  His  Excellency  Sir  John  Colbome  or  tha 
House  of  Assembly  itself  for  explanation  or  vindica- 
tion, the  despatch  says,  '*  I  have  no  right  to  interfisre 
with  the  deliberations  of  the  Council,  but  I  am  able 
to  signify  to  you  his  Majesty's  pleasure  that  you 
should  not  oppose  any  objection  to  any  law  which 
may  be  presented  for  your  acceptance  for  placing  the 
town  and  county  representations  on  the  same  footing 
in  this  respect." 

Again,  because  Mr.  M'Kenzie  had  complained 
that  various  religious  bodies,  not  choosing  to  take  an 
oath,  were  excluded  from  the  elective  franchise,  the 
despatch  most  humbly  says,  *'  I  shall  be  happy  to, 
introduce  a  bill  into  parliament  for  amending  this  part 
of  the  constitutional  Act  of  1791 «  unless  there  should 


Appear  to  be  some  difficulty  in  that  measure  which 
does  not  occur  to  me  at  present." 

He  influence  of  the  crown  appears  to  have  been 
88  successfully  attacked  by  Mr.  M'Kenzie  as  the 
great  constitutional  Act  of  1791,  for,  in  reply  to  Mr. 
M'Kenzie's  accusations  that  "  the  crown  possessed 
an  undue  influence  in  the  Provincial  Legislature/' 
the  despatch  says»  ''If  this  could  be  shown,  his 
Majesty  would  not  hesitate  to  assent  to  any  law 
which  might  be  passed  for  the  purpose  of  limiting  the 
number  of  persons  holding  offices  at  pleasure  who 
should  be  permitted  at  one  time  to  sit  there." 

This  uncalled-for  surrender  of  the  influence  of  the 
mwn,when  compared  with  succeeding  events,  forms  a 
most  melancholy  iUustration  of  the  following  ominous 
pn^phecy,  with  which  it  was  officially  accompanied : 
""Mr.  M'Kenzie,"  says  the  despatch  to  Sir  John 
Colbome,  ''  has  concluded  his  paper  by  predictions 
ef  Noodshed  and  dvil  war,  and  a  dissolution  of  the 
coBsexion  between  Upper  Canada  and  this  kingdom. 

^  Bat  against  gloomy  prophecies  of  this  nature 
ev^  man  conversant  with  public  business  must 
learn  to  fortify  his  mind.  They  have  ever  been 
Ae  resoorce  of  those  who  endeavour  to  extort 
/hnm  the  feare  of  government  cofvcessions  m 
fauour  of  which  no  adequate  reasons  could  be 
wged** 

Nothing  could  be  more  applicable  to  Mr. 
M'Kenzie  than  the  above  remark,  and  yet,  as  if  to 
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prove  boiv  much  easier  it  is  to  praach  wisdom  thao 
to  practise  it^  the  despatch  coocludea.  by  saying  to 
his  Excellency  Sir  John  Ckiibome, — 

**  I  have  received  these  documents  from  Ale, 
M'Kenzie,  not  merely  as  expressing  his  own  opinioii, 
but  also  as  explanatory  of  the  views  of  those  who 
have  deputed  him  to  represent  what  they  call  tb«ir 
grievances  to  his  Majesty.  To  them,  the  utoiMl 
posMle  respect  is  due. 

^^  Having  written  this  despatch  with  a  viip^  tQ 
pubUdty,  you  have  my  authority  to  make  it  puMk)  in 
whatever  manner  you  may  think  most  convenient.**^ 

Now,  instead  of  appearing  at  the  Colonial  Office  as 
a  broken-down  pedlar  and  a  notorious  disturber  of 
the  public  mind;  let  us  suppose  that  Mr.  M'Keo«ie 
had  come  from  a  distant  colony  to  the  Horse  Guards, 
to  complain  against  the  military  officer  in  oommflindt 
—-can  any  one  believe  that  Ijord  Hill  would^  huve 
taken  any  other  notice  of  the  oemplainanti  than 
mildly,  but  firmly,  to  have  desired  him  to  transmit 
his  communication  through  his  commanding  officer  7 

In  case  a  sailor,  or  even  a  naval  officer,  were  to 
come  up  to  London  to  abuse  his  commodore,  would 
not  the  Admiralty  pursue  the  same  course,  and  ought 
not  our  colonial  governors  and  legislators  to  be 
supported  by  the  Colonial  Office  with  that  common 
caution  which  would  induce  every  judge  and  magis- 
trate, or,  indeed,  any  sensible  person,  not  to  deliver. 
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or  e?en  to  form,  aii  opinion  on  an  eoi  parte  statement  ? 
Yet,  in  the  case  before  us,  the  accusations  of  a  man 
of  broken  character  and  fortune  against  his  Excel- 
lency Sir  John  Colborne,  against  every  constituted 
authority,  and  against  the  feelings  of  every  respect- 
able inhabitant  in  Upper  Canada,  were  not  only  list- 
ened to  by. repeated  appointments,  but  replied  to 
"  with,  the  utmost  possible  respect "  in  the  elaborate 
despatch  above  alluded  to. 

What  were  Sir  John  Golbome's  feelings,  on  un- 
expectedly receiving  this  most  extraordinary  commu- 
nication, it  surely  cannot  be  necessary  to  divulge,  as 
the  sentiments  of  the  other  two  branches  of  the  legis- 
lature of  Upper  Canada  sufficiently  appear  from  the 
fioUowing  published  extracts  of  their  admirable,  con- 
Hibitional^  and  indignant  reply  to  the  message  in 
which  the  lieutenant-Governor  transmitted  to  them 
a  copy  of  the  luifortonate  document  in  question. 

TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  SIR  JOHN  COLBORNE, 

&C.  &c.  &c. 

May  it  plbasb  tour  Excellency, 
We,  his  Majesty's  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  legis- 
Mm  CQunol  of  Upper  Canada,  in  provincial  parliament 
Mwmblcd,  beg  leave  to  express  our  thanks  to  your  Excel- 
\mKj  for  laying  before  us  an  original  despatch,  written  to 
ytor  Exodlency  by  the  Right  Hon.  the  Secretary  of  State 
Sir  the  Colonies,  on  the  8th  of  November  last,  containing 
Us  Lofdsbip's  observations  at  great  length  upon  a  variety 
of  statements  made  to  him  by  Mr.  W.  L.  M'Kenzie,  an 
inhabitant  of  this  tQwn. 
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The  statements  upon  which  these  comments  have  been 
framed  have  also  been  laid  before  us  by  your  Excellency  ; 
but,  without  entering  into  any  particular  consideration  of 
their  contents,  with  which  the  council  had  little  desire  to 
become  acquainted,  enough  appears  in  the  tenor  of  his 
Lordship's  observations  to  make  it  manifest  that  those  state- 
ments have  been  made  with  a  very  unusual  disregard  of 
truth,  and  in  a  spirit  of  wanton  and  intemperate  hostility  to 
the  legislative  and  executive  authorities  in  this  province. 

We  cannot  say  that  it  may  not  possibly  give  satisfi^ction 
to  some  persons  in  this  province  to  observe  the  condescend- 
ing and  respectful  manner  in  which  representations  of  so 
peculiar  a  description,  proceeding  from  an  individual,  have 
been  received  and  replied  to,  notwithstanding  it  was  evident 
they  were  outrageously  insulting  to  all  the  constituted  au- 
thorities of  this  colony,  and  scarcely  less  so  to  the  people  at 
large,  in  imputing  to  them  sentiments  and  feelings  by  whidi 
they  never  have  been,  and  we  are  convinced  never  will  be, 
actuated.  It  is  not  in  the  nature  of  things,  however,  thai 
the  legislative  council,  or  that  any  portion  of  the  people  ia 
this  province,  of  sound  hearts  and  understandings,  having  the 
truth  under  their  view,  can  regard  such  statements  as  com- 
pose Mr.  M*Kenzie*s  voluminous  correspondence  widi  his 
Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  in  any  other  manner  than  with 
the  most  unqualified  contempt — a  contempt  whidi,  upon 
every  principle  on  which  character  is  acquired  or  lost,  we 
think  it  must  be  more  conducive  to  the  public  interests  and 
honour,  and  to  all  the  ends  of  good  government,  to  avow 
than  disclaim.  So  far,  therefore,  as  the  despatch  of  his 
Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  is  to  be  considered  as  a  reply  to 
those  statements,  or  as  a  commentary  upon  information  de- 
rived from  the  same  source,  we  camiot  regard  it  as  calling 
for  the  serious  attention  of  the  legislative  council. 
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We  stppeaX,  however,  to  the  intimate  knowledge  of  this 
eolony  which  your  Excellency  has  acquired  during  a  resi* 
dence  of  four  years,  for  a  confirmation  of  our  remark,  that, 
upon  several  of  the  questions  which  in  this  despatch  are 
mosl  daborately  discussed,  no  dissatisfaction  or  diflSculty 
prevails,  or  ever  has  prevailed  ;  that  no  person  living  tiere 
ever  heard  or  imagined  before  that  they  were  seriously 
ialked  of  or  thought  of  as  grievances ;  and  that  the  minds 
of  the  people  are  so  far  from  being  disquieted  by  them, 
'that  it  is  probable  not  a  word  would  be  heard  upon  them  in 
travelling  from  one  extremity  of  the  province  to  the  other, 
and  in  mingling  with  its  industrious  population  through 
every  portion  of  it. 

It  has  been  painful  to  the  legislative  council  to  see  that, 
in  a  discussion  founded  upon  these  documents,  the  oflSce  of 
Lieutenant-Grovernor  of  this  province,  and  the  names  of  some 
of  die  most  responsible  of  the  King's  servants,  are  even 
Iqqpotbetically  connected  with  imputations  which  no  one  can 

easily  tolerate  to  find  connected  with  his  name 

(Signed)  John  B.  Robinson,  Speaker, 

Ltgislaiwe  CouncU  Chamber, 
2nd  day  of  February,  1833. 

TO  HIS  EXCELLENCY  SIR  JOHN  COLBORNE, 

Ac.  &C.  &c 

Hat  it  plsass  tour  Excellenct, 

We«  his  Majesty's  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Com- 
mons of  Upper  Canada,  in  Provincial  Parliament  as- 
sembled, return  our  thanks  for  your  Excellency's  message 
ef  the  twelfth  day  of  January  last,  transmitting  a  de- 
ipatch  of  the  Right  Hon.  the  Secretary  of  State  for  the 
Colonies,  in  answer  to  certain  letters  and  documents  ad- 
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dr^sed  to  his  Lordiihip  for  the  purpose  of  proving  that  the 
people  of  this  happy  and  prosperous  colony  are  cpprened 
and  burthened  with  grievances,  and  have  become  sodiaeoii- 
tented  that  there  is  danger  of  revolt  and  bloodshed,  unlets 
these  alleged  burthens  and  grievances  are  reihoved  and 
redressed. 

We  most  readily  concede  that  the  noble  Secretary  of 
State  was  actuated  by  the  best  motives  in  framing  the  de- 
spatch in  question ;  but  we  cannot  refrain  from  etpressmg 
our  great  regret  that  it  did  not  o6cur  to  tils  IxM^dMiij> 
that  allegations  thus  deeply  affecting  the  character  of  bis 
Majesty's  subjects  of  Upper  Canada  rested  on  no  betler 
testimony  than  that  of  an  individual  who  had  been  twice 
expelled  this  House,  and  who,  in  consequence  of  his  hating 
&bricated  and  reiterated  libels  of  the  grossest  description^ 
had  been  declared  unfit  and  unworthy  a  seat  in  the  As- 
sembly during  the  present  parliament.  If  this  fact  had 
occurred  to  his  Lordship,  it  is  reasonable  to  suppose  that  he 
would  not  have  felt  himself  at  liberty  to  recognise  the 
author  of  this  additional  calumny  on  the  people  of  this 
province  as  the  agent,  or  as  speaking  the  sentiments,  of  any 
portion  of  the  loyal  inhabitants  of  the  province  of  Upper 
Canada,  and  would  therefore  have  considered  it  utterly 
unnecessary  to  enter  into  so  elaborate  an  examination  or 
refutation  of  anything  advanced  by  him. 

(Signed)  Arch.  M*Lkan,  Speaker. 

Commons  House  of  Assembly^ 
9fh  day  of  Febrvary,  1833. 


One  would  have  thought  that  the  manly  indigna- 
tion displayed  in  these  high-spirited,  loyal  remoD- 
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stMDees  from  b^h  branches  of  the 
liepi^atwe  would  have  induced  the  Colonial  Office 
to  have  drawn  in  for  erer  the  horns  with  which  even 
then  it  was  feeling  its  way  towards  democracy: 
howev^Nf;  Mr.  M'Kerme  badl  still  access  tO;  the  de- 
partment; and,  as  her  Majesty's  Attorney  and  Solir 
ehcHT  genersds  ofi  Upper  Canada  bad  joined  in 
igDominously  expelling  him  from  the  House  oS  Asr 
sembly,  ho  determined  to  endeavour  to  display  the 
aknoat  royuk  iziflaence  he  possessed,  by  making  it 
ippearllifll  he  faiod  indiiced  the  Cobnial  Ministec  to 
ditnisv  both  liiese  officers  firom  his  Majesty's  service; 
Aeeordingly,  wilh  this  object  in  view,  he  has  pubr 
VAeA  in  Upper  Canada  the  following  note  and 
BMiiorandam : — 

(COPT.) 

Lofd  Ho^iok  pvenftitft  his  compliments  to  Mr.  M'Ken* 
ne,  and  will  be  happy  to  see  him,  if  be  will  be  good  enough 
to  call  on  biro,  Monday,  at  twelve  o'clock. 

Colonial  Office*  7th  March,  1833. 

Mem ORAKDUM. — This  note  was  addressed  to  me  on  the 
occasion  on  which  the  Colonial  Office  resolved  to  change  the 
Attorney  and  Solicitor  generals  of  Upper  Canada,  in  answer 
to  my  representations  as  to  their  conduct. 

(Signed)  W.  L.  M'KETJzrc. 

Accordingly,  within  one  day  of  the  date  of  Lord 
Howick's  note,  a  despatch  (6th  March,  1633,  and 
published  by  Mr.  M'Kenzie)  was  addressed  to  Sir 
John  Colborne,  which,  after  referring  to  the  part 
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which  the  two  crown  officers  had  taken  in  joining 
in  the  votes  for  the  expulsion  of  Mr.  M^Keaxie, 
concluded  by  saying,  ''  I  have  received  his  Majesty's 
commands  to  inform  you  that  he  regrets  that  he  can 
no  longer  avail  himself  of  their  services,  and  that. 
fix>m  the  time  of  your  receiving  this  despatch,  thejr 
are  to  be  relieved  from  the  duties  imposed  upon  them 
in  their  respective  offices." 

At  the  time  this  despatch  was  written  it  was 
known  to  every  loyal  man  in  the  North  American 
colonies  that  Mr.  M'Kenzie  was  secretly,  in  his  heart* 
the  same  rebel  and  the  same  traitor  which  experience 
has  since  proved  him  to  be ;  and,  although  it  might 
have  been  deemed  impolitic  in  the  crown  officers  to 
avow  their  natural  hostility  to  such  a  being,  yet  the 
bare  fact  of  the  Colonial  Office  publicly  expelling 
them  with  ignominy  at  the  very  moment  when  it  was 
known  that  Mr.  M'Kenzie  was  revelling  in  Down* 
ing-street,  reading  confidential  communications 
which  ought  never  to  have  been  submitted  to  him, 
had  the  efiect  of  disheartening  the  British,  and  of 
encouraging  the  republicans  to  believe  most  confix 
dently  that  the  Colonial  Office  was  with  them,  and 
that,  with  that  resistless  engine  to  assist  them,  their 
dark  nameless  object  must  eventually  succeed. 

On  Mr.  M*Kenzie*s  return  from  England  he  was 
accordingly  hailed  by  the  republicans,  or  anti-British, 
as  their  "  conquering  hero,"  and,  supported  as  he  had 
been  in  Downing-street^  it  was  not  surprising  that 
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lie  succeeded  in  regaining  a  seat  in  the  House  of  As- 
sembly, where  he  was  enabled  to  ejaculate  falsehoods 
ahnost  faster  than  his  own  infamous  newspaper  and 
ihs  republican  press  could  manage  to  print  them. 

The  loyal  being  dispirited,  it  was  not  surprising 
Aat  at  the  next  election  the  republicans  should  be 
successful.  Accordingly,  at  the  meeting  of  the  session 
in  January,  1835,  a  large  majority  of  republican 
members  (13  of  whom  actually  were  Americans) 
was  obtained.  Mr.  Bidwell,  an  avowed  enemy  to 
monarchical  institutions,  and  an  incurable  Ainerican 
in  his  mind,  manner,  and  utterance,  was  elected 
Speaker ;  and,  as  Mr.  M'Kenzie's  grievances  hud 
proved  so  fruitful  and  so  successful  to  the  radical 
csose,  it  was  determined  to  sicken  the  loyalists  by  a 
second  dose,  and,  accordingly,  before  the  session  was 
a  fortnight  old,  a  grievance  committee  was  appointed 
as  follows : — 

1.  W.  L.  M^Kenzie, 

For  whose  apprehensioa  for  treason,  murder,   arson,  and 
highway  robbery  a  reward  of  1000/.  is  now  offered. 

2.  T.  D.  Morrison, 

Siiioe  tried  for  treason,  and  has  suddenly  quitted  the 
province. 

3.  David  Gibson, 

One  of  M'Koizie's  principal  officers  in  the  battle  of  Gallow- 
hill,  on  which  day,  having  absconded,  he  is  now  out- 
lawed as  a  traitor,  a  reward  of  500/.  having  been  offered 
lor  his  apprehension. 
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4.  Charles  Waters, 

A  notorious  republican. 

Although  the  transparent  veil^  which  oovwed 
rather  than  concealed  the  character  of  this  commit- 
tee, had  not  as  yet  rebelliously  been  cast  aside,  still  it 
was  just  as  evident  in  our  North  American  colonies 
then  as  it  is  nowy  that  the  whde  and  sole  objects  for 
which  these  republicans  were  striving  were — 

1.  Separation  of  the  Ganadas  from  the  niothep* 

country. 

2.  The  robbery  and  murder  of  the  loyal  inhabits 

ants. 

3.  The  attainment  of  that  general  letter  of  licence 

which  is  the  natural  effect,  in  a  young,  thinly- 
peopled  country,  of  a  sudden  transition  to  de» 
mocracy. 
It  was  perfectly  well  known  to  every  man  of  cha- 
racter in  Upper  Canada  that,  because  the  report  d 
this  Grievance  Committee  would  be  written  by  its 
chairman,  Mr.  M'Kenzie,  it  could  possibly  not,  in  the 
nature  of  things,  contain  anything  but  a  confused 
mass  of  falsehoods  and  misrepresentations,  forming 
the  basis  of  new  demands  upon  the  Colonial  Office, 
that  the  power  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor  should 
be  weakened — that  his  Executive  Council  should  be 
made  **  responsible  to  the  people,'*  and  that  the  JLe- 
gislative  Council,  which  corresponds  with  our  House 
of  Lords,  should  also  be  elected  by  "  the  people." 
All  this  being  clearly  foreseen,  it  became  neces- 
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sary  for  Mr.  M'Kenzie  and  his  colleagues,  in  deliver- 
ing  themselTes  of  their  report,  to  have  recourse  to  a 
considerable  degree  of .  stratagem.  Accordingly^  a 
very  few  days  before  the  close  of  the  session,  Mr- 
M'Kenzie,  at  midnight,  brought  up  in  the  House  of 
Assembly,  when  it  was  thinly  attended,  this  report  of 
the  Grievance  Committee^  which,  without  being 
READ,  was  merely  received  and  laid  on  the>  table. 
It  was  not  adopted,  but,  on  its  being  artfully  pro- 
posed that  2000  copies  of  it  should  be  printed  in 
**p€mphlet  fbmi*  (thereby  giving  the  house  to 
understand  that  'thie  report,  whatever  it  might  con- 
tain, was  after  all  a  mere  pamphhf),  even  this  was' 
opposed  and  eventually  carried  only  by  a  majority 
(rf' eight. 

On  the  following  morning,  and  on  the  two  suc- 
ceeding days,  several'  members  inquired  for  this 
Girievaace  Report,  but  for  three  days  it  could  not 
anywhere  be  found;  until  it  was  again  produced  by 
Mr.  M'Kensie  himself^  who  was  obliged  to  confess 
he  had  taken  it  home  with  him  ;  and  it  is  now  well 
knowD'  that  he  did  so  for  the  purpose  of  surrep- 
titioiisly'  inserting,  previous  to  its  being  printed,  a 
quantity' of  additional  matter;,  and  with  this  base 
traosactiotitiie  session  closed. 

At  the  end  of  May  the  report  of  the  Committee 
was  printed,  and,  when  itmade  its  appearance,  instead 
of  being  in  **  pamphlet  form,"  it  turned  out  to  be  a 
large  octavo  grievance  volume,  in  boards^  contain* 

c2 
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iog  553  closely-printed  pages  ;  and  it  has  been 
calculated  (I  believe  accurately)  that  there  exist  in 
this  book  more  than  three  times  as  many  gross  false- 
hoods as  pages  ! 

As  every  respectable  inhabitant  in  the  colony 
knew  that  nothing  but  mlful  misrepresentations 
could  proceed  from  the  pen  of  Mr.  M'Kenzie,  the 
insulting  libels  which  this  report  contained  on  the 
Executive  Government,  the  Executive  Council,  the 
Legislative  Council,  and  on  everjrthing  that  is 
venerated  in  our  social  fabric,  were  treated  with  in- 
difference and  contempt,  and  by  no  one  more  so 
than  by  His  Excellency  Sir  John  Colborne,  who  at 
once  forwarded  the  infamous  volume  to  the  Colonial 
Office,  with  a  few  short  observations,  pointing  out 
the  glaring  '*  falsehoods"  it  contained. 

On  the  arrival  in  Downing-street  of  this  huge 
book  of  grievances,  declared  by  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  to  be  full  of  •*  falsehoods,"  which  had  not 
appeared  before  or  even  been  alluded  to  by  the 
Legislative  or  Executive  Councils,  and  which  had 
neither  been  read  nor  adopted  by  the  House  of 
the  representatives  of  the  people  of  Upper  Canada, 
one  would  have  thought  that  the  Colonial  Office 
would  have  recollected  the  punishment  under 
which  it  had  lately  smarted — first,  by  the  stern, 
manly  rebuke  it  had  received  from  both  Houses  of 
the  Legislature,  for  having,  without  consulting  them, 
recommended  legislative  proceedings  on  Mr.M'Ken- 
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zie's  alleged  grievances— and,  secondly,  by  the  hu- 
miliating necessity  to  which  it  had  been  reduced,  of 
publicly  restoring  to  office  the  two  crown  officers 
who  (Mr.  M'Kenzie  has  stated)  were  dismissed  in 
consequence  of  his  representation. 

One  would  have  thought  that,  as  ''  a  burnt  child 
dreads  the  fire,"  such  fatal  experience  would  have 
taught  the  Colonial  Office  to  shudder  at  the  very 
name  of  Mr.  M'Kenzie — ^that  it  would  have  taught 
the  Office  to  place  a  just  confidence  in  the  Ldeute- 
nant-Govemor  of  the   colony,  and  never  again,  by 
listening  to  ex-parte  unofficial  statements,  to  subvert 
all  rule  and  government,  by  giving  the  Governor  and 
Le^slature  the  go-by.     But  the  policy  of  the  Colo- 
nial Office  was  immoveable — ^its  course  unalterable 
—its  malady  incurable ;  and,  though  it  was  perfectly 
aware  of  the  struggle  that  was  taking  place  on  the 
continent  of  America  between  monarchy  and  demo- 
cracy, it  deliberately  threw  its  immense   influence 
iDto  the  wrong  scale ! 

Accordingly,  instead  of  disregarding  this  un- 
adopted, and  even  unread,  report  of  a  party  who  have 
noce  shown  they  were  a  nest  of  traitors ;  instead  of 
supporting  the  Executive  Government,  which  had 
been  infamously  reviled,  they  came  to  the  determina- 
tion, not  only  to  recall  His  Excellency  Sir  John 
Colbome  from  his  post,  principally  because  he  had 
treated  this  report  with  silent  contempt,  but,  as  if  to 
gild  the  feme,  or  rather  the  infamy  of  Mr.  M'Kenzie, 
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tbey  resolved  to  submit  for  tbe  King's  approval  a 
series  of  drastic  remedies  for  almost  all  the  fictitious 
disorders  which  the  wicked  report  of  Mr.  M'Kenzie 
had  detailed.  That  brave  and  gallant  veteran  officer 
Sir  John  Colborne  (whom,  though  a  slight  difference 
exists  between  us,  I  both  respect  and  regard)  was 
accordingly  officially  apprized  that  he  would  immedi- 
ately be  removed — remedial  concessions  were  framed 
*— the  loyal  population  were  ^Bgain  disheartened*— 
llie  republicans  again  improperly  boasted  t&at  the 
Home  Government  was  with  them ; — ^nd  thus  eaids 
the  first  chapter  of  the  political  accidents  it  has 
become  my  melancholy  fortune  to  relate. 
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CHAPTER  H. 

The  Hiftoiy  of  my  Appointment  to  the  Government  of  Upper 

Canada  in  November,  1835. 

It  had  blown  almost  a  hurricane  from  the  S.S.W. — 
the  sheep  in  Romney  Marsh  had  huddled  together  in 
groups — the  cattle^  afraid  to  feed,  were  still  standing 
with  their  tails  to  the  storm — I  had  been  all  day  im 
mured  in  New  Ronmey  with  the  board  of  guardians 
of  the  Marsh  Union  ;  and  though,  several  times  my 
hoTise  had  been  nearly  blown  off  the  road,  I  had  ma- 
naged to  return  to  my  lodging  at  Cranbrook ;  and, 
with  my  head  ftdl  of  the  unions,  parishes,  magistrates, 
guardians,   relieving  officers,    and   paupers,  of  the 
wunty  of  Kent,  like  Abon  Hassan^  I  had  retired 
to  rest,  and  for  several  hours  had  been  fast  asleep, 
wbeo,  about  midnight,  I  was  suddenly  awakened  by 
the  servant  of  my  lodging,  who,  with  a  letter  in  one 
hand,  and  in  the  other  a  tallow  candle,  illumining  an 
honest  countenance,  not  altogether  free  from  alarm, 
hurriedly  informed  me,  "  Tfiat  a  king's  c^cer  had 
tome  after  me !  *' 

What  could  possibly  be  the  matter  in  the  work- 
house of  this  busy  world  I  could  not  clearly  conceive ; 
however,  sitting  up  in  my  bed,  I  opened  the  letter, 
which,  to  my  utter  astonishment,  was  from  the  Secre- 
tary of  State  for  the  Colonies,  expressing  a  wish  that 
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I  should  accept  the  government  of  Upper  Canada ; 
and  that,  if  possible,  I  would  call  upon  him  with  my 
answer,  at  half-past  eight  the  following  morning,  as 
at  nine  o'clock  he  was  to  set  out  for  Brighton,  to  see 
the  King. 

As  I  was  totally  unconnected  with  every  member 
of  the  Grovernmeut,  and  had  never  had  the  honour 
even  of  seeing  Lord  Olenelg  in  my  life,  I  was  alto- 
gether at  a  loss  to  conceive  why  this  appointment 
should  have  been  offered  to  me.  However,  as  it  ap- 
peared there  was  no  time  to  be  lost,  I  immediately 
got  up,  and,  returning  to  London  in  the  chaise  of  the 
King's  messenger  who  had  brought  me  the  communis 
cation,  I  reached  my  own  house  at  Kensington  at 
six  o'clock,  and  having  consulted  with  my  family, 
whose  opinions  on  the  subject  of  the  appointment  1 
found  completely  coincided  with  my  own,  I  waited 
upon  Lord  Glenelg  at  his  residence,  at  the  hour  ap-> 
pointed  (half-past  eight),  when  I  most  respectfully, 
and  very  gratefully,  declined  the  appointment. 

To  this  determination  Lord  Glenelg  very  obligingly 
replied,  by  repeating  to  me  his  wish  to  be  enabled  to 
submit  my  name  to  the  King  for  so  important  and 
difficult  a  trust :  he  begged  me  to  reconsider  the 
subject ;  and,  in  order  that  I  might  be  enabled  to  do 
so,  he  requested  me  to  go  and  converse  with  his  un- 
der-secretary,  Mr.  Stephen,  who,  his  Lordship  said 
would  give  me  every  information  on  the  subject. 

Nothing  could  be  more  uncongenial  to  my  habits. 
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disposition,  and  opinions  than  the  station  that  was 
offered  to  me  :  while,  on  the  other  hand,  as  regarded 
my  appointment  in  the  poor-law  commission,  never 
had  I  been  engaged  in  a  service  the  duties  of  which 
had  so  completely  engrossed  my  mind.  Rightly  or 
wrongly,  it  now  matters  not,  I  fancied  that,  against 
prejudice  and  clamour,  I  should  eventually  succeed  in 
the  noblest,  and  to  my  mind  the  most  interesting,  ci 
all  services,  that  of  reviving  the  character  and  condi- 
tbn  of  the  English  labourer ;  and  as,  notwithstanding 
the  unpopularity  of  the  new  Act,  I  had,  thanks  to  the 
magistrates,  yeomanry,  and  farmers  of  the  county  of 
Kent,  carried  it  into  effect  by  acclamation,  the  plea- 
sure as  well  as  interest  of  the  task  was  daily  increas- 
ing. 

If  the  poor  -law  commissioners  had  expressed  the 
slightest  wish  to  remove  me  from  Kent  to  any  sta- 
tion of  greater  difficulty,  or  even  of  danger,  it  would 
of  course  have  beentmy  especial  duty  not  to  have 
declined;  but,  as  the  Colonial  Office  had  not  the 
slightest  claim  upon  me,  and  as  I  was  really  grossly 
ignorant  of  everything  that  in  any  way  related  to  the 
government  of  our  colonies,  I  continued,  so  far  as 
my  own  wishes,  and  even  interests  were  concerned, 
to  adhere  to  my  opinion. 

Still,  however,  I  did  not  like  to  persist  in  refusing 
my  humble  services  to  the  King's  Government,  after 
they  had  been  twice  required  of  me ;  and  accordingly, 
walking  towards  Downing^street,  under  this  con- 
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fliotion  of  feelings,  it  was  vnth  considerable  reluetaoce 
that  I  entered  the  door  of  the  Golonial  Office. 

In  obedience  to  a  principle  which  I  need  not  re- 
peat, I  at  last,  without  any  further  refereitee  to  my 
iamily,  expressed  to  Mr.  Stephen  that  i  would  under- 
take the  duty  ;  and  accordingly  a  letter  was,  without 
delay,  despatched  to  Brighton  to  Lord  Olenelg,  who, 
on  receiving  it,  immediately  submitted  to  the  Kmg 
my  name,  of  which  his  Majesty  was  graciotidy 
pleased  to  approve. 

I  must  now  mention  a  few  details  which,  though 
not  very  interesting  to  relate,  had  periiaps  better  not 
be  withheld  from  the  public.  ' 

In  my  interview  with  Mr.  Stephen  I  learnt  that, 
from  motives  of  economy,  which,  in  a  moment  of  so 
much  alleged  danger,  I  could  not  clearly  comprehendi 
there  would  be  a  difficulty  in  continuing  to  me  an 
aid-de-*camp,  and  that,  not  only  was  I  to  receiTe 
500/.  a-year  less  salary  than  my  predecessor,  but 
that,  instead  of  his  military  remuneration,  which 
amounted,  I  understood,  to  nearly  1000/.  a-year,  I 
was  to  forfeit  to  the  Government  my  half-pay  as 
major  in  the  army. 

With  respect  to  these  arrangements,  I  at  once  very 
distinctly  observed  to  Mr.  Stephen  that,  although  it 
was,  of  course,  utterly  impossible  for  me  even  to  ima- 
gine what  would  be  the  official  expenses  to  which  I 
should  be  subjected,  yet  that,  as  so  many  governors, 
one  after  another,  were  supposed  to  have  failed  in 
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their  miesioBs,  and  as  the  difficulties  wluch  had  over- 
orane  them  were  declared  to  have  increased  rather 
tlian  4o  have  diminished^  I  considered  it  was  unrea-^ 
sonabfe,  as  well  as  imprudent,  in  the  Government  to 
ask  me  to  encounter  them  with  diminished  means.  I 
lold  Mr.  Stei>hen  that  to  go  without  an  aid-de-camp 
to  a  disturbed  colony,  where  the  Governor  had  always 
been  seen  to  have  one,  would  in  my  opinion  be  im- 
politic; and  I  added  that,  a&I  was  altogether  below 
my  predecessors  (Sir  Peregrine  Maitland  and  Sir 
John  Colborne)  in  military  rank,  and  that  as  I  was 
to  be  divested  of  the  command  of  the  troops,  I  thought 
the  civil  elevation  of  a  baronetcy  ought  to  be  con- 
fened  upon  me. 

In  short,  my  argument  ran  upon  the  theory  that 
I  tlMnight  I  ought  not  to  go  into  action  without  as 
noy  shot  in  my  locker,  and  as  much  support,  as 
vy.piedeeesMMrs  had. bad.  I  declared  I  wanted  no 
more. 

Is  reply^Mr.  Stephen  admitted  the  justness  of  my 
dimy.  He  tcdd  me  that  I  ought  to  have  an  aid-de- 
camp—that  he  thought  I  should  be  justified  in  in- 
flKtmg  that  my  official  expenses,  as  Lord  Gos- 
feid's  had  been,  should  be  defrayed — that  if  a 
batch  of  baronets  were  to  be  created  there  would  be 
no  difficulty  ;  but  there  were  so  many  applications 
for  the  distinction,  that  he  thought  Lord  Melbourne 
nii^ht  feel  he  would  create  jealousy  by  a  single 
afpeiatment. 
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The  following  day  I  did  not  see  Lord  Glenelg; 
but,  as  I  had  been  apprized  that,  in  order  that  the 
King's  promise  to  the  Legislature  of  Upper  Canada, 
to  give  his  answer  in  January,  should  not  be  broken, 
it  would  be  necessary  I  should  sail  in  a  very  few  days, 
I  thought  it  advisable  that,  before  I  was  gazetted,  I 
should  repeat  in  writing  the  requests  I  had  made  to 
Mr.  Stephen.  I  accordingly  did  this,  and  myself 
delivered  the  communication  to  Mr.  Stephen,  who 
however  advised  me  notto  force  it  officially  upon  Lord 
Glenelg,  but  to  leave  him  perhaps  to  speak  to  hb 
Lordship  on  the  subject. 

I  had^  I  think,  only  one  short  interview  with  Lord 
Glenelg  before  I  went  to  the  King,  at  which,  though 
my  attention  was  of  course  occupied  with  higher 
subjects,  I  very  shortly  submitted  to  his  Lordship 
(in  presence,  if  I  recollect  right,  of  Sir  George 
Grey)  the  propriety  of  my  being  raised  as  nearly  as 
possible  to  the  same  level  as  my  predecessor,  to 
which  general  theory  Lord  Glenelg  with  his  usual 
kindness  of  manner  replied,  "  There  is  much  truth 
in  what  you  say." 

On  my  arrival  at  Brighton,  in  order  to  be  pre- 
sented to  the  King,  I  explained  the  difficulty  which 
had  been  raised  about  my  aid-de-camp,  to  which  it 
was  replied,  "  You  really  ought  not  to  go  out  with- 
out one ! " 

Everybody  thus  seemed  to  agree  with  my  theory, 
and  yet  nothing  was  settled.     At  last  Mr.  Stephen 
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took  me  to  Lord  Howick,  and  after  considerable 
trouble  I  was  authorised  to  appoint  Lieut.  Halkett, 
of  the  Coldstream  Guards,  as  my  aid-de-camp. 

As  my  time  was  very  short,  my  attention  was 
much  engrossed  in  reading  over  a  voluminous  corre* 
spondence  which  was  placed  before  me  in  the  Colonial 
Office.  I  had  to  wind  up,  or  rather  to  cut,  the  thread 
of  my  business  with  the  Poor  Law  Commission,  and 
had  also  my  private  affairs  to  settle ;  accordingly  the 
day  of  my  departure  arrived  without  any  terms  with 
the  Grovernment  having  been  satisfactorily '  settled. 
I  had  been  subjected  to  considerable  losses  by  being 
called  upon  so  suddenly  to  break  up  my  establish- 
ment ;  and  for  temporary  outfit  I  had  been  thus  sub- 
jected to  expenses  exceeding  500/. 

In  order  that  the  King's  promise  to  the  Legisla- 
ture of  Upper  Canada  should  be  fulfilled,  instead  of 
being  sent,  as  had  been  customary,  in  a  King's  ship, 
I  was  desired  to  proceed  with  my  suite^  which  con- 
sisted of  my  aid-de-camp,  my  civil  secretary,  &c.,  by 
the  packet  to  New  York,  from  whence  I  was  to 
transport  them,  as  well  as  my  baggage,  in  the 
depth  of  winter,  through  the  United  States  to 
Canada ;  and,  in  order  to  indemnify  me  for  all  these 
losses,  outfit,  and  expenses,  I  was  offered  on  the 
morning  of  my  departure  300/.,  of  which,  I  was 
told,  it  would  be  necessary  to  retain  230/.  for  the 
fees  of  my  commission. 
With  my  suite   I   immediately  set  off  for  Liver- 
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pool^  and  I  was  on  board  the  New  York  padket; 
which  was  actually  moving  out  of  the  harbour,  when 
an  official  letter  was  delivered  to  me  by  post,  can-* 
celling  the  appointment  of  my  aid-de-^camp  ! 

There  was  of  course  no  time  to  remonstrate : 
however,  as  Lieut.  Halkett^  in  onier  to  join  me,  had 
obtained  from  the  commanding  officer  of  his  regi- 
ment a  year's  leave  of  absence,  I  begged  he  would 
employ  it  by  accompanying  me  to  Toronto  aa  my 
guest,  which  he  accordingly  did. 

My  arrival  in  Upper  Canada  will  form  the  sub- 
ject of  the  next  chapter.  I  will  therefore  merely 
here  state  that,  in  the  very  few  words  which  passed 
between  Sir  John  Colborne  and  myself  on  the  sub* 
ject  of  official  expenses,  Sir  John  mentioned  to  me, 
in  general  terms,  that  these  expenses  had,  during  the 
ten  years  he  had  administered  the  government,  ex« 
ceeded  his  salary  of  Governor ;  and  I  had  scarcely  thus 
learned  that  the  theory  I  had  asserted  in  the  Colonial 
Office  was  a  practical  fact,  when  I  found  that,  even 
before  I  was  sworn  in,  I  was  debtor  to  Sir  John 
Colborne  1050/.  for  stoves,  kitchen  apparatus,  fur- 
niture of  public  rooms,  &c.,  and  that  I  should  be 
required  to  pay  another  1000/.  for  horses,  car- 
riages, sleighs,  linen,  liveries,  additional  furni- 
ture, &c. 

Considering  that  our  valuable  North  American 
colonies  were  supposed  almost  by  everybody  in 
England,  and  especially  by  the  Government,  to  be  on 
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the  point  of  separating  themselves  from  the  parent 
state,  I  will  merely  ask,  was  it  even  politic  in  the 
King's  Government  to  despatch  me  on  so  forlorn  a 
hope,  not  only  without  sufficient  means,  but,  morally 
speaking,  as  destitute  of  ammunition  as  General 
Whitelock's  men  were,  when,  without  flints  or  fixed 
bayonets,  they  were  wilfully  marched  towards  in- 
evitable defeat  ? 

Whatever  may  be  the  opinion  of  the  public  on 
this  subject,  I  shall  always  believe  that,  had  I,  inex- 
perienced and  unsupported,  fallen  as  soon  as  I  reached 
my  post,  his  Majesty's  Government  would  have 
been  liable  to  impeachment  for  the  loss  of  our  North 
American  colonies.  Nevertheless,  I  really  do  them 
the  justice  to  believe  that  they  were  so  intoxicated 
by  the  insane  theory  of  conciliating  democracy, 
that  they  actually  believed  the  people  of  Upper 
Canada  would  throw  up  their  hats  and  be  delighted 
at  the  vulgarity  of  seeing  the  representative  of  their 
sovereign  arrive  among  them  as  an  actor  of  all  work, 
without  dignity  of  station,  demeanour,  or  conduct :  in 
Aort,  like  a  republican  governor,  who,  from  his 
cradle,  has  been  brought  up  to  reckon  ''that  all 
men  are  bom  equal" — that  the  fabric  of  human  so- 
ciety has  neither  top  nor  bottom — that  the  protection 
of  property  of  all  description  belongs  to  the  multi- 
tude, and  that  the  will  of  the  mob  is  the  real 
"law  of  the  land." 
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CHAPTER  III. 

My  arrival  at  Toronto—Strange  impression  concerning  me— The 
conduct  of  the  Loyalists— and  of  the  Republicans — Copy  of  letter 
from  Mr.  Joseph  Hume  to  Mr.  M*Kenzie,  found  among  Moos. 
Papineau's  baggage — My  communication  to  his  Majesty's  Govera- 
ment. 

There  would  be  no  end  to  this  chapter  were  I  to 
describe  the  simplicity  of  mind,  ill-naturedly  called 
ignorance,  with  which  I  approached  the  city  of 
Toronto. 

With  Mr.  M ^Kenzie's  heavy  book  of  lamentations 
in  my  portmanteau,  and  with  my  remedial  instrue* 
tions  in  my  writing-case,  I  considered  myself  as  a 
political  physician,  who,  whether  regularly  educated 
or  not,  was  about  to  effect  a  surprising  cure :  for,  as  I 
never  doubted  for  a  moment  either  the  existence  of 
the  553  pages  of  grievances,  nor  that  I  would  merci- 
lessly destroy  them  root  and  branch,  I  felt  perfectly 
confident  that  I  should  very  soon  be  able  proudly  to 
report  that  the  grievances  of  Upper  Canada  were 
defunct — in  fact,  that  I  had  veni-ed,  vidi-ed,  and 
vici-ed  them. 

As,  however,  I  was  no  more  connected  with 
human  politics  than  the  horses  that  were  drawing 
nie — as  I  had  never  joined  any  political  party,  had 
never  attended  a  political  discussion,  and  had  never 
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efen  voted  at  an  election,  or  taken  any  part  in  one — 
it  was  with  no  little  surprise  that,  as  I  drove  into 
Toronto,  I  observed  the  walls  placarded  in  large 
letters  which  designated  me  as 

''  Sir  Francis  Head,  a  tried  reformer.'* 
I  could  soon  see  that  the  loyalists  looked  upon  me 
in  diis  light,  and,  acccordingly,  on  the  very  first  ap- 
pobtment,  that  of  Surveyor-General,   which    they 
themselves  forced  me  to  make,  they  almost  one  and 
all  joined  in  a  very  improper  petition  to  the  King, 
which  I  am  sure  they  have  all  since  deeply  regretted! 
Bkposed  as  I  knew  I  must  be  to  the  political 
storm,  it  was  to  me  a  matter  of  the  most  perfect 
indifference  from  which  quarter  of  the  compass  it 
proceeded.      **J   have    the    grievances  of  Upper 
Canada"    I  said  to  myself,    ''and    I  have    their 
rmetBes  ;"  and,  whether  the  Tories  liked  the  medi- 
cine or  whether  they  did  not,  I  cared  not  a  single 
itraw. 

Among  those  who  in  private  audience  presented 
themselves  to  me  was  Mr.  Bidwell,  the  Speaker 
of  the  House  of  Assembly. 

To  this  gentleman,  who  was  the  leader  of  the  re- 
publicans, I  expressed  the  same  language  which  I  had 
addressed  to  the  leaders  of  the  opposite  party.  I  told 
him  plainly  that  I  was  an  inexperienced  man,  but 
that  I  would  deal  honestly  towards  the  country ;  and, 
heing  resolutely  determined  to  correct  the  grievances 
of  the  province,  I  at  once  took  up  the  book  which 
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contained  themi  and  invited  Mr*  Bid  well  to  convene: 
with  me  freely  on  the  subject 

To  my  utter  astonishment,  he  tdid  me  that  tlier* 
were  grievances  not  at  all  detailed  in  that  book* 
which  "the  people"  had  long  endured  and  were 
still  enduring  with  great  patience ;  that  there  wtts  no 
desire  to  rebel,  but  that  a  morbid  feding  of  dissatis- 
&ction  was  daily  increasing — that  increase  it  wmdd^ 
and  that^  in  fact,  if  it  had  not  been  distinc%  stated 
that  I  was  the  bearer  of  new  instmctions,  those  wttk 
whom  he  was  associated  had  come  to  the  detenninftf 
tion  never  to  meet  in  provincial  parliament  again. 
''  What,  do  you  mean,  Str^'  said  I, ''  that  AU  book 
of  grievances,  which  I  have  been  especialfy  eent  te 
correct,  does  not  contain  the  complaints  of  ike  ]N^ 
vince?''  Mr.  Bidwell  repeated  his  former  annrert 
and,  from  that  day  to  the  hour  of  his  leaving  the 
countiy,  never  could  I  get  him  to  look  at  the  book  of 
grievances,  but  whenever  I  referred  to  it  he  invariaUy 
tried  to  decoy  me  to  some  other  Will-o-'the-wisp 
complaint,  which  in  like  manner  would  have  flown 
away  before  me  had  I  attempted  to  approach  it. 

When  Mr.  M'Kenzie,  bringing  with  him  a  letter 
of  introduction  from  Mr.  Hume,  called  upon  me,  I 
thought  that  of  course  he  would  be  too  happy  to 
discuss  with  me  the  contents  of  his  own  book,  but 
his  mind  seemed  to  nauseate  its  subjects  even  moi9 
than  Mr.  Bidweirs.  Afraid  to  look  me  in  the  kee, 
he  sat,  with  his  feet  not  reaching  the  ground,  and 
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with  hk  couotenaDce  averted  from  me,  at  an  angle 
ai  about  70  degrees ;  while,  with  the  eccentricity, 
the  volubility,  and  indeed  the  appearance  of  a  mad- 
man, the  tiny  creature  raved  in  all  directions  about 
grievances  here,  and  grievances  there,  which  the 
Committee,  he  said,  had  not  ventured  to  enumerate. 
'*  iStr,*'  I  exclaimed,  '*  Let  us  cure  what  we  have 
gat  here  first  /"  pointing  to  the  book  before  me.  But 
no,  nothing  that  I  could  say  would  induce  this  pedler 
to  face  his  own  report ;  and  I  soon  found  that  the  book 
had  the  same  effect  upon  aU  the  republican  members, 
and  tibat,  like  the  repellent  end  of  a  magnet,  I  had 
only  to  present  it  to  the  radicals  to  drive  them  from 
A»  very  object  which  His  Majesty's  Government 
expected  would  have  possessed  attraction. 

Although  I  had  arrived  in  total  darkness,  the  light 

of  truth  at  once  now  bursting  upon  my  mind,  I  per- 

crived  most  clearly  that  the  republicans  had  over-. 

reached  themselves ;  or,  in  still  plainer  terms,  that 

they  had  killed  the  goose  which  had  been  laying 

them  golden  eggs.    The  following  Guy-Faux  letter 

from  Mr.  Joseph  Hume,  M.P.,  to  Mr.  M^Kenzie^ 

points  out  the  cautious,  cunning,  bit-by-bit  course  of 

"^  refinrm/*  which,  in  order  to  attain  their  treasonable 

object,  the  republicans  in  our  colonies  ought  to  have 

adapted,  instead  of  dangerously  asking  for  too  much 

at  a  time,  or  of  ever  rashly  committing  the  sum  total 

of  their  grievances  to  paper. 

This  letter,  which  was  taken  among  Mr.  Papi^ 
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neau's  baggage  after  he  had  absconded,  was  endorsed 
in  the  traitor's  own  hand-writing  as  foUows : 

"  Jos.  Hume.  Addressed  to  W.  L.  M'jCenzie,  ad- 
"  vice  respecting  the  policy  to  be  pursued  by 
him." 


€€ 
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To  William  Lyon  M'Kenzie,  of  Toronto. 

"  London,  December  5th,  1835. 
"  My  dear  Sir, 

''  Vou  will  learn,  with  as  much  pleasure  as  surprise,  of 
the  recall  of  your  present  Lieutenant-Grovenior,  and  of  the 
appointment  of  Sir  Francis  Head  to  succeed  him.  Of  the 
causes  which  produced  this  very  fortunate  change  I  will  not 
now  dilate,  but  congratulate  you  and  the  people  of  the  pro- 
vince of  the  choice  made  of  Sir  Francis. 

"  Sir  Francis  is  known  as  the  author  of  '  Observations 
'  on  South  America,*  whither  he  went  on  some  mining  ex- 
pedition, and  as  the  author  of  the  '  Bubbles  of  the  Brun- 
'  nens.*  He  has  been  employed  as  poor-law  commissioner 
in  Kent,  and  his  conduct  and  principles  have  been  much 
approved  of. 

"  He  has  been  selected  as  a  civilian,  as  I  hope  it  is  now 
the  determination  to  send  civilians  as  governors,  instead  of 
the  military  men,  as  heretofore.  Sir  Francis  has,  therefore, 
I  believe,  sold  out  of  the  army.  I  send  you  a  letter  of  in- 
troduction to  Sir  Francis,  to  whom  I  have  given  *  the  1st 
and  7th  Report  of  your  Committee  of  Grievances,  that  he 
may  read  and  study  them  on  his  voyage  to  Canada ;  I  gave 

*  Mr.  Hume  sent  these  reports  and  letters  to  me.  He  wrote  me 
a  note  proposing  an  interview,  which  I  politely  declined,  and,  after 
having  read  his  papers,  returned  them  by  a  messenger.— F.  B.  H. 
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him  some  of  your  late  letters  to  tne  to  read,  so  that  he 
might  know  the  grievances  you  have  to  complain  of>  and 
arrive  in  some  degree  acquainted  with  your  province.  If  I 
bad  your  other  reports,  I  should  have  given  him  a  copy.  I 
gave  my  first  copy  to  Sir  George  Grey,  Under  Secretary, 
and  Mr.  Chapman  has  replaced  that  one  by  those  you  sent 
him.  If  these  hcul  been  in  time,  I  should  have  met  Sir 
Francis  Head,  and  have  explained  to  him  my  view  of  your 
situation,  but  I  have  written  to  him  shortly  on  these  sub- 
jects. I  enclose  you  a  letter  to  turn,  and  send  you  a  copy 
of  that  letter,  that  you  may  see  what  I  have  said  to  him. 

''  My  anxiety  is,  that  you  and  all  the  reformers  should 
receive  Sir  Francis  in  the  best  possible  manner,  and  do 
everything  consistent  with  principle  to  meet  his  views  and 
wishes.  We  think  Sir  Francis  will  do  what  is  possible  to 
conciliate  and  settle  matters,  and  you  must  make  allowance 
for  the  instructions  he  may  have  from  Downing  Street, 
where  I  do  not  think  they  have  yet  come  to  the  resolution 
of  doing  to  the  colonists  what  they  are  doing,  or  striving  to 
do,  for  the  people  of  the  United  Kingdom. 

*'  When  I  tell  you  that  to  us,  who  are  on  the  spot,  and 
watching  every  movement  of  ministers,  there  appears  to  be 
a  reluctance  to  make  reforms  efficient  for  the  objects  con- 
templated^ and  that  we  have  still  the  battle  to  fight  for  ex- 
tended sufirage— for  protection  for  our  electors  in  voting — 
for  equal  civil  rights  to  all  classes  of  religious  opinions—- 
for  reform  in  our  courts  of  law,  &c.,  you  must  not  be  sur- 
prised if  the  ministers  are  not  prepared  to  yield  you  an 
elective  Legislative  Assembly,  which  is  one  chief  object  of 
your  demands.  You  must  have  patience,  and  take  as  much 
as  you  can  get  quietly.  I  approve  much  of  the  spirit  of  the 
speech  of  Lord  Gosford  to  the  Assembly  of  Lower  Canada, 
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and  trust  that  Kr  Francis  Head  will  do  as  much  for  you. 
In  that  case,  and  you  will  be  right  to  demand  equal  justice, 
I  would  have  you  moderate  your  demands  for  the  Legisla- 
tive Council^  and  get  all  the  other  rights  foirly  estaUished. 
K I  could  have  influence  with  Mr.  Papineau  and  his  asso- 
oiates^  I  would  counsel  him  to  accept  eheerfuUy  the  prof- 
fered concessions  by  the  Grovernment,  and  give  a  fair  trUl 
to  the  Government  under  the  new  and  implroved  system. 
You  must  bear  in  mind  that  the  conduct  of  the  House  of 
Lords  in  tlie  last  session  has  raised  in  the  minds  of  the 
reformers  here  a  conviction,  as  strong  as  it  can  be  either  in 
Upper  or  Lower  Canada,  that  the  House  of  Lords  should 
be  elective  and  responsible,  and  I  have  given  notice  for  an 
inquiry,  with  that  view,  in  the  ensuing  session.  We  do  not 
expect  to  carry  that  measure,  as  Lord  John  Russell  has,  in 
public  speeches,  declared  his  intention  to  resist—to  resist 
any  interference  with  the  House  of  Lords  and  their  privi- 
leges.  But  we  shall  discuss  the  nature  and  constitution  and 
power  of  that  House,  and  take,  in  the  mean  time,  all  the 
concessions  we  can,  to  complete  the  Reform  Bill,  and  other 
measures  now  in  progress.  We  do  this  to  get  quietly  what 
can  be  used  afterwards  for  getting  more,  if  that  shall  after 
trial  be  necessary.  Your  demands  respecting  the  Legisla- 
tive Coimdl  are  exactly  the  same  in  principle  as  ours  respect- 
ing the  Lords.  Responsibility  to  the  people  in  both  coun- 
tries I  deem  essential  for  good  government,  and  for  the 
flower  and  satisfaction  of  the  people.  But  I  must  consider 
the  resistance  to  that  concession,  and  wait  the  proper  time 
for  urging  the  demand,  so  as  not  to  interfere  with  other 
reform   going  on. 

''Our  object,  therefore,  is  your  object;  and  I  request 
you  to  use  your  influence  to  prevent  that  question,  if  it  should 
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Dot  be  yielded  by  your  Grovemor,  from  causing  strife  or  ill 
will  between  the  Reformers  and  the  Government.  I  observe 
tbit  Lord  Goeford  has  left  the  Legislative  Council,  as  to  its 
daetion  by  the  people,  out  of  his  speech ;  but  he  has  pro- 
mised to  improve  it  by  leaving  out  all  those  dependent 
fiiBcdiMiarieSt  and  you  should  try  to  get  on  with  that/ the 
best  way  you  can,  for  some  time.  Whenever  we  succeed  in 
England,  you  will  have  no  difficulty  in  Canada  in  obtaining 
an  improved  Legislative  CcHincil,  and  I  hope  you  will  keep 
that  in  view. 

**  I  wish  you  would  convey  to  Mr.  Papineau,  in  Lower 
Canada,  this  opinion  and  advice,  as  the  one  which  all  the 
best  friends  of  Canada  in  this  country  would  offer,  and  let 
them  consolidate  and  mature  what  his  Lordship  has  offered 
Id  give  them.     My  friend  Mr.  Roebuck,  and  some  others 
here,  are  too  sanguine,  and  disposed  to  demand  too  much, 
and  in  a  manner  likely  to  do  harm  to  the  party  here ;  and 
I  should,  therefore,  be  delighted  to  see  a  toAe  of  moderation 
and   conciliation  assumed  by  the   popular  party  in   both 
coiinirias,  m  answer  to  the  overtures  of  the  present  Whig 
Government.     You  will  bear  in  mind  that  the  Liberal  party 
here  have  the  courts  the  aristocracy,  and  the  church  all 
against  them,  and  that  it  is  sound  policy  in  the  Radicals 
not  to  uige  demands  from  the  Whigs  which  shall,  in  any 
way,  give  ground  for  the  King  to  throw  off  the  Whigs  and 
to  take  the  Tories  to  power.     Every  day  the  Whigs  remain 
m  power,  the  power  of  the  people  is  increasing,  and  the 
power  of  the  Tories  and  the  church  is  decreasing :  I  there- 
fore entreat  you  to  prevail   upon  the  Reformers  in  both 
Canadas  to  act  with  moderation ;  and,  whilst  they  continue 
to  state  what  their  ultimate  and  just  demands  are,  receive 
with  conciUation  what  they  can  get  towards  the  ameliora- 
tion of  your  existing  grievances. 
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"  If  the  Reformers,  from  the  Ultra«Radical  to  the  milk- 
and-water  Tory-Whig,  had  not  acted  on  these  prindples  in 
the  last  session,  the  Tories  would  have  remained  in  powen 
and  we  should  not  have  got  Municipal  Reform  and  other 
reform,  as  now  going  on. 

"  You  may  take  my  advice,  who  have  never  flinched  from 
giving  an  honest  advice  to  the  Canadians,  that  the  healing 
of  their  differences  in  the  Canadas,  by  accepting  the  con* 
cessions  offered,  will  please  the  Ministers  here,  and  give 
satisfaction  to  the  King,  who  is  understood  to  take  a  vearm 
interest  in  your  affairs.  Take  what  you  can  get — ^petition 
for  the  rest ;  but  use  cool  language,  and  act  with  moderation 
in  every  way.  You  may  trust  to  us  here,  that  every  acces- 
sion of  right  and  power,  by  the  people  of  the  United  King- 
dom, will  soon  be  returned  to  the  Canadians.  I  shall  be 
pleased  to  hear  from  you  from  time  to  time,  and,  with  best 
wishes  for  your  success, 

''  I  remam. 

Yours  obediently, 
(Signed)  "  Joseph  Hume.*' 

"  P.S. — The  Tories  here  have  been  boasting  much  of 
their  success  in  the  late  registration  of  votes,  but  I  believe 
without  truth.  I  believe  Reformers  are  stronger  than  ever 
all  over  the  country,  and  that,  with  the  aid  of  the  Munici- 
pal Councils,  the  majority  for  Reform  in  the  House  of 
Commons,  in  the  next  election,  will  be  150  at  the  least. 
The  Tories  are  boasting  of  an  early  dissolution,  and  that 
Sir  Robert  Peel  will  again  be  in  office  soon ;  but,  as  the 
present  Ministry  will  not  resign,  I  do  not  think  the  King 
will  try  another  coup-d'etat,  as  he  did  in  November  last 
year, 

**  From  all  this  you  will  conclude  that  the  Whigs  will 
remain,  and   as  ihey  cannot  stand  without  the  Radicals, 
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the  Miuisters  must  be  doing  a  little  to  please  them,  and 
thus  the  rights  of  the  people  will  be  gradually  secured. 

"  J.  H." 

Having  endeavoured  to  explain  the  position  in 
which  I  found  myself,  after  my  first  fortnight's  expe- 
rience in  provincial  government,  I  will  now  lay 
before  my  readers  a  despatch  which  was  written 
within  a  week  of  my  arrival  at  Toronto. 

Government  House j  Feb.  5,  1836. 
My  Lord, 

In  my  despatch.  No.  2,  I  informed  your  Lord* 
ship  that  I  arrived  at  Toronto  on  the  23rd  ult     I 
had  previously  engaged  apartments,  for  myself  and 
the  three  gentlemen  who  accompanied  me,  at  the 
principal  hotel  in  this  city,  but  on  my  arrival  a  letter 
from  Sir  John  Golbome  was  immediately  delivered 
to  me,  by  his  aid-de-camp,  informing  me  that  rooms 
were  prepared  for  me  at  Government-House.     Re- 
quiring rest  and  quietness,  I  at  first  declined  the 
invitation ;  but,  finding  that  party  differences  were 
running  very  high,  and  being  desirous  to  show  that 
I  had   at  least  arrived  with   unbiassed  feelings,  I 
thought  it  better  to  accept  than  to  decline  the  atten- 
tipn  that  was  offered  to  me,  and  I  accordingly  went 
to  Government-House  on  Saturday. 

On  Monday  I  was  sworn  in  as  Laeutenant-Go- 
vemor  of  this  province,  and  the  following  morning 
Sir  John  Colborne  and  his  family  left  Toronto  for 
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Montreal,  accompanied,  for  a  few  miles,  by  a  vast 
concourse  of  people,  who,  I  was  happy  to  see,  vied 
with  each  other  in  testifying  the  sense  they  enter- 
tained of  his  amiable  character  and  high  m9ral 
worth. 

On  Sir  John  Colborne*s  departure  I  endea- 
voured to  make  myself  acquainted  with  the  outline 
of  public  feeling  in  the  province,  by  conversing 
calmly  with  the  men  of  most  ability  of  all  parties. 
I  had  several  interviews  with  the  chief-justice  and 
the  officers  of  the  crown,  two  long  conversations  with 
Mr.  M'Kenzie,  member  for  York,  two  interviews 
with  Mr.  Bidwell,  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  As* 
sembly,  and  with  others. 

As  far  as  I  was  capable  of  judging,  it  appeared 
to  me  that,  in  general  terms,  a  good  feeling  pervaded 
a  majority  of  the  people  of  this  province,  who,  in- 
tently occupied  in  their  various  locations,  are  natn* 
rally  desirous  to  be  tranquil,  and  equally  disposed  to 
be  loyal. 

That  party  feeling,  however,  and  struggle  for 
office,  which  have  existed  so  strongly  in  the  mother* 
country,  have  produced  similar  excitements  in  this 
province;  added  to  which,  strong  republican  prin* 
ciples  have  leaked  into  the  country  fix>m  the 
United  States.  These  various  elements  have  long 
been  conflicting  together  in  the  House  of  Assembly, 
which,  I  firmly  beUeve,  misrepresents  the  general 
feeling  amd  interests  of  the  inhabitants,  who,  as  I  have 
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before  said,  ardently  desire  peace,  tranquillity,  and  a 
eontin nance  af  exemption  from  taxation.  But,  from 
the  peculiar  state  of  this  infant  society,  all  that  is 
^Dod  and  estimable  remains  at  the  bottom,  while  the 
surface  is  agitated  by  factious  discussions. 

In  England  this  evil  would  soon  be  corrected  by 
the  ebullition  of  a  free  press  ;  but  the  greatest  diffi- 
culty which  seems  to  present  itself  is,  that  the  press 
is  here  conducted  by  editors  who,  on  all  sides,  not 
only  misrepresent,  but  shamelessly  falsify,  all  public 
events.  In  Toronto,  this  unprincipled  mode  of  war- 
£u'e  is  so  well  understood,  that  it  produces  but  little 
evil ;  but  the  dissemination  of  falsehood  throughout 
the  remote  districts  of  the  province,  as  well  as  in 
Lower  Canada,  creates  a  moral  contagion  which  it 
IB  almost  impossible  to  arrest. 

As  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  judge,  1  should  say 
that  the  republican  party  are  implacable;  that  no 
concession  w  hatever  would  satisfy  them,  their  self- 
interested  object  being  to  possess  themselves  of  the 
government  of  this  province,  for  the  sake  of  lucre  and 
aooLmnent. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  considered  that  the 
great  danger  I  had  to  avoid  was  the  slightest  at- 
t^npt  to  conciliate  any  party ;  that  the  only  course 
for  me  to  adopt  was  to  act  fearlessly,  undisguisedly^ 
uid  straightforwardly,  for  the  interests  of  the  country, 
to  throw  myself  on  the  good  sense  and  good  feeling 
of  the  people,  and  abide  a  result,  which,  I  firmly  be- 
lieve, will  eventually  be  triumphant. 
Having  resolved  on  tliis   course,  I  verbally  ex- 
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plained  it  to  Mr.  Bidwell,  the  Speaker  of  the  House 
of  Assembly^  a  gentleman  of  unimpeachable  moral 
character^  but  of  strong  republican  principles ;  to 
Mr.  M'Kenziey  one  of  the  members  for  York ;  to 
the  various  heads  of  parties ;  and  to  the  members  of 
the  Executive  Government ;  and,  on  the  27th  ultimo, 
I  delivered  to  the  two  Houses  of  the  Legislature  the 
following  speech : — 

Honourable  Grentlemen  of  the  Legislative  Council,  and 
Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 

As  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  this  province,  I  am  com« 
manded  by  the  King  to  lay  before  you  the  answer  his 
Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  give  to  the  several  addresses 
and  representations  which  proceeded  from  the  two  branches 
of  the  legislature  during  your  last  session. 

This  communication  I  shall  submit  to  you  in  a  Message^ 
which  will  at  once  inform  you  of  the  difficult  and  most 
important  duties  about  to  devolve  upon  me,  as  well  as  upoD 
yourselves. 

As  regards  myself,  1  have  nothing  either  to  promise  or 
profess,  but  1  trust  I  shall  not  call  in  vain  upon  you  to 
give  me  that  loyal,  constitutional,  unbiassed,  and  fearless 
assistance  which  your  King  expects,  and  which  the  risin|; 
interests  of  your  country  require. 

The  newspapers  I  have  forwarded  contain  the 
Addresses  I  received  from  the  Legislative  Council, 
and  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  to  which  addresses 
I  replied  as  follows  : — 

Honourable  Gentlemen  of  the  Legislative  Council^ 
It  is  with  much  satisfaction  that  I  receive  your  congratu- 
lations upon  my  assumption  of  the  government  of  this  im- 
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portent  prtmnce^  and  I  cordially  participate  in  the  senti- 
ments of  gratitude  you  express  for  the  paternal  solicitude  of 
our  most  gracious  Sovereign. 

Mr.  Speaker,  and  Gentlemen  of  the  House  of  Assembly^ 
I  thank  you  for  the  address  I  have  just  had  the  pleasure 
to  receive  from  you.  I  appreciate  the  liberality  with  which 
you  welcome  my  arrival  among  you.  I  am  gratified  to 
learn  that  you  sincerely  desire  cordially  to  co-operate  with 
me  in  the  arduous  duties  which,  by  command  of  our  revered 
Soverdgn,  we  are  about  impartially  to  perform ;  and  I  look 
with  confidence  towards  the  future  for  the  continuance  of 
your  loyal  support 

A  great  difficulty  now  arose  in  my  mind,  namely, 
wilder  my  message  should  consist  of  my  instructions 
and  appendix,  as  I  received  them,  or  whether  I 
diould  condense  them. 

I  at  first  attempted  the  latter  course,  but,  in  car- 
rying it  into  effect,  I  found  the  subjects  so  important, 
the  remedies  to  be  applied  requiring  so  unavoidably 
the  explanatory  arguments  upon  which  they  had 
been  prescribed,  that  I  felt  it  was  almost  impossible 
for  me  to  undertake  correctly  to  translate  them  into 
other  words.  I  also  considered,  that  as  unexpected 
diflhmlti^  had  lately  arisen  in  Lower  Canada,  and 
as  the  press  was  at  that  moment  decrying  ^^  the  trem- 
bling Government  of  Great  Britain,"  any  concession 
proceeding  from  me  might  appear  as  if  extorted  by 
the  threats  of  the  moment :  whereas,  I  felt  that  f  my 
instructions  were  given  to  both  Houses  exactly  as  I 
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received  them,  their  date  would  clearly  show  that 
they  had  no  reference  whatever  to  the  tumukuotia 
proceedings  of  the  day. 

I  had  also  reason  to  believe  that  the  House  of 
Assembly  would  not  be  satisfied  with  anything  short 
of  the  precise  words  of  his  Majesty's  Govemmeiit, 
inasmuch  as  Sir  John  Colbome  had  formally  an- 
nounced  to  them,  that  oii  my  arrival  the  King^s^ 
answer  to  the  addresses  and  communications  from 
both  Houses  of  the  Provincial  Legislature  would  be 
officially  announced  to  them.  I  felt  confident  that 
they  would  receive  with  the  greatest  suspicion  and 
dissatisfaction  any  alteration  made  by  me^  and  that 
although  I  might  certainly  assert  the  prerogativts  of 
refiising  to  accede  to  their  wishes,  yet  that  such  a 
course  would  belie  the  straightforward  policy  wbUk 
I  had  declared  I  would  adopt,  and  at  once  invdlve 
me  in  an  ignominious  dispute,  amounting,  aftar  all,, 
to  nothing  less  than  a  quibble,  because  as  I  was 
actually  ordered  by  your  Lordship  to  give  them  ike 
substance  of  my  instructions^  they  might  fairly  arg«e 
that  the  substance  and  the  reality  were  and  ought  to 
be  identical. 

It  is  true  that  by  giving  to  them  the  Appendix 
which  is  an  extract  of  Lord  Gosford's  iustructions,  I 
felt  that  I  might  possibly  embarrass  his  Lordship  and 
the  Commissioner  of  Inquiry ;  but  after  giving  the 
subject  the  best  reflection  I  was  able,  I  considered 
that  the  point  of  all  others  on  which  the  House  of 
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AsseaaMy  were  moet  anxious  to  receive  his  Majesty'g 
detarnunatioD,  namely,  the  alteration,  if  any,  in  the 
Legislative  Council,  was  only  mentioned  in  my 
instructions  by  a  reference  to  the  said  Appendix,  and 
that  the  manner  in  which  it  was  there  treated  was  by 
arguments  (which  I  could  not  presume  to  withhold) 
avowedly  declared  to  be  applicable  to  both  the 
Canadas. 

I  also  remembered,  that  in  the  draft  of  the  Instruc- 
tioos  and  Appendix  originally  given  to  me  by  your 
Lofdship,  I  was  ordered  to  give  the  *'  copy  "  of  tiiem 
to  the  provincial  Legislature,  and  that  when  the 
word  **  substance"  was  substituted  for  the  word 
'^toff,***  your  Lordship  will  remember  it  was 
explained  to  me  in  England,  that  the  alteration  wa0 
menfy  made  because  it  had  been  considered  undigni* 
fied  ^t  it  should  i4>pear,  I  was  ordered  to  do  so, 
your  Lofdahip  observing  to  me, ''  BtU  remember,  the 
^Mreyeu  give  them  of  it  the  better.'' 

I  have  not  hesitated  to  make  this  explanation  to- 
jMur  Lordship  of  the  course  I  determined  to  adopt, 
beeanae,  aa  regards  Lord  Gosford,  I  am  not  without 
the  apprehensions  1  have  stated. 

For  the  reasons  above  stated,  I  accordingly  for- 

^  This  altcrtttkn  was  made  by  the  King  himielf,  who  deemed  it 
iifia  dig.  that  the  Assembly  of  Upper  Canada  should  read  that  I 
«u  ordered  to  give  them  a  copy  of  my  instructions.  His  Majesty 
flKMight  it  better  that  the  quantum  of  the  communioation  of  my  in- 
i^neHoas  shook!  at  least  appear  to  be  left  to  my  disaretkHU 
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warded  a  copy  of  my  Instructions  and  Appendix  to 
each  bouse  of  Parliament,  in  the  form  of  a  message, 
headed  as  follows  : — 

*'  Government  House,  13M  January ^  1836. 

"The  Lieutenant-Governor  transmits  to  the  Legislative 
Council  (House  of  Assembly)  the  communication  alluded 
to  in  his  speech  to  the  two  Houses  of  the  Legislature,  on 
the  27th  instant. 

"  The  Lieutenant-Governor  was  commanded  by  his 
Majesty  to  communicate  the  substance  of  his  Instructions 
to  both  Houses  of  the  Provincial  Parliament,  but  consider- 
ing it  would  be  more  satisfactory  to  them  to  receive  the 
whole,  he  accordingly  transmits  it  herewith." 

I  am  well  informed  that  the  Legislative  Council 
were  highly  satisfied  with  the  above  message^  and  a 
deputation  waited  upon  me  with  an  address  expres- 
sive of  these  sentiments. 

The  House  of  Assembly  has  not  yet  pronounced 
its  opinion  on  the  subject,  but  has  merely  ordered 
2000  copies  of  the  message  to  be  printed.  A  most 
violent  discussion  will  of  course  take  place,  and  the 
result  will  pretty  clearly  determine  the  relative 
strength  of  the  placable  and  implacable  parties  in 
that  House. 

Whatever  may  be  the  result,  I  shall  steadily  and 
straightly  proceed  in  the  course  of  policy  I  have 
adopted :  I  shall  neither  avoid  nor  rest  upon  any 
party,  but,  after  attentively  listening  to  all  opinions, 
I  will,  to  the  best  of  my  judgment,  do  what  is  honest 


49 

and  right,  firmly  believing  that  the  stability  of  the 
throne,  the  interests  of  this  province,  and  the  confi- 
dence of  the  people  can  now  only  be  secured  by  such 
a  course. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be, 
My  Lord, 
Your  Lordship's  most  obedient  servant, 

F.  B.  Head. 
The  Lord  Glenelg,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

As  I  had  anticipated,  the  production  of  my  In- 
structions embarrassed  Lord  Gosford  in  the  policy 
by  which  he  was  endeavouring  to  obtain  his  supplies. 
The  Colonial  Office  joined  in  the  general  disappro- 
bati<m  whidh,  in  London,  was  expressed  at  my  con- 
duct, although  the  Office  knew,  as  well  as  one  who  is 
still  living  knows,  that  in  my  Instructions,  as  they 
were  originally  shown  to  the  King,  I  was  ordered  to 
^ve  *'  the  copy,**  and  that  it  was  his  Majesty  himself 
who  made  the  alteration,  which  was  explained  away 
to  me  by  Lord  Glenelg,  as  I  reminded  bis  Lordship 
b  the  preceding  despatch. 


B 
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CHAPTER  IV. 

The  Republicans  are  inortified-«-My  Opinions  and  Policy  express- 
ed to  the  Colonial  Office— Am  called  upon  to  increase  the 
Executive  Council— Ominous  Circumstances  attending  these  Ap- 
pointments—- The  Republicans  prepare  to  advance. 


Although  the  well-known  blue-bound  grievance 
book,  which  I  constantly  kept  on  my  table,  acted  aa 
a  talisman  in  driving  from  me  the  republican  party, 
who  apparently  could  speak  no  language  but  that  of 
indefinite  complaint,  yet  I  clearly  foresaw  that  they 
would  not  long  submit  to  be  thus  easily  defeated. 
Although  nothing  but  polite  expressions  had  passed 
between  us,  it  was  perfectly  evident  to  me,  that  the 
Republicans  Iprere  sorely  mortified  at  being,  on  all  oc- 
casions, ''brought  to  book,"  and  that  as  their  case  had 
thus  become  desperate,  they  were  not  merely  waiting, 
but  were  eagerly  seeking^  for  an  opportunity  to  pick 
any  quarrel  with  me,  that  would  enable  them  to  join 
with  Mr.  Papineau  and  the  House  of  Assembly  of 
Lower  Canada  in   open    rebellion.      Accordingly, 
though  the  main  body  of  their  forces  contini^pd  sta- 
tionary, it  will  appear  from  the  following  despatch, 
that,  before  I  had  been  three  weeks  in  the  Province 
their  skirmishers  began  to  advance. 
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No.  5. 
Chwrnment-Hause,  TdrontOj  Feb.  I5th,  1836. 
My  Lord, 

I  hare  the  honour  to  enclose  to  your  Lordship  an 
address  which  I  have  jneceived  from  the  House  of 
Assembly. 

Your  Lordship  will  perceive  that  it  Was  moved 
by  Mr.  M'Kenzie,  with  the  object  publicly  to  esttrkct 
from  me  my  opinions  on  various  subjects,  which  h&ve 
long  been  violently  agitated  in  the  House  by  himself 
and  others,  and  that  in  ordei"  to  give  unusual  pub- 
licity to  the  address,  2000  copies  have  been  ordered 
by  the  House  to  be  printed ;  besides  which,  it  has 
been  copied  and  published  in  tiiost  of  the  news- 
papers. 

I  accordingly  submit  to  your  Lordship  my  ailsWer 
to  this  address,  which  you  will  perceive  is  written  to 
meet  the  object  to  which  I  well  know  it  is  intended 
to  be  applied,  namely,  to  be  circulate  throtighout  the 
Canadas. 

I  can  assure  your  Lordship  that  I  haVe  had  very 
ntisfitctory  and  amicable  conversations  with  a  number 
of  individuals  of  all  partiei^t ;  and  the  more  I  reflect 
i^en  what  I  have  heard  and  observed,  the  more  con- 
lineed  I  am  that  ike  population  of  Upp^  Canada 
WiD  eventually  tally  round  this  gotemment,  if  it 
finoly  and  decidedly  declares  that  it  is  determined  to 
t^iAntain  the  earuiitution  inviolate,  but  to  corfect 
caotkmsly,  yet  effectually,  all  r^al  grievances. 

E  2 
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As  long  as  people  in  the  remote  districts  are  al- 
lowed to  believe  that  the  government  of  thb  province 
feels  itself  insecure,  so  long  will  they  be  disposed  to 
attach  themselves  to  whatever  they  are  led  to  conceive 
has  stability  and  strength ;  but  if  their  ovm  interests 
be  appealed  to,  if  they  find  that  we  are  anxious  to 
infuse  among  them  capital  and  population,  both  of 
which  they  ardently  desire,  and  that  notiiing  but  dis- 
sension prevents  it,  they  will,  I  firmly  believe,  very 
quickly  correct  for  themselves  the  greatest  of  all  their 
grievances,  namely,  a  factious  opposition  to  the  Bri- 
tish Government. 

Since  my  arrival  here  my  attention  has  been  much 
occupied  in  searching  for  two  or  three  individuals 
fit  to  be  added  to  the  Executive  Councils,  which  will 
probably  be  the  subject  of  my  next  despatch. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
My  Lord, 
Your  Lordship's  most  obedient  servant^ 

F.  B.  Head. 

The  Lord  Glenelg,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

The  Constitutionists^  or  Tories  (as  they  were 
called  by  the  Republicans) ,  who  immediately  after  my 
arrival  had  made  o?ie  bad  move,  now  as  thoughtlessly 
made  another,  which  for  a  moment  threatened  alarm- 
ing consequences. 

An  active  member  of  my  Executive  Council 
brought  before  my  consideration,  in  the  most  formal 
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manner  possible,  certain  reasons  for  my  increasing  that 
body,  wliich^thoughobvious  and  unanswerable,  I  should 
have  been  most  happy  to  have  overlooked,  until  I  had 
had  time  enough  to  become  better  acquainted  with 
the  province.  Under  such  an  excuse,  however,  I  did 
not  feel  disposed  to  shield  myself,  and  as  this  griev- 
ance at  least  was  admitted,  I  determined  I  would  not 
be  seen  openly  to  refuse  to  correct  it,  but  the  em- 
barrassing question  at  once  arose,  from  which  party 
Aauld  the  mcreast  be  made  t  I  did  not  choose  to  join 
the  Republicans :  the  Tories,  who,  fearing  I  was  their 
enemy,  had  thought  proper  to  join  in  petitioning  the 
King  against  the  very  first  act  of  my  administration, 
were  still  almost  in  a  body  standing  aloof  from  me. 
I  did  not,  therefore,  feel  it  right  to  advance  towards 
them  ;  and,  being  thus  obliged  to  be  independent,  I 
determined  that  the  addition  to  my  council  should  be 
made  from  the  middle  party,  instead  of  from  either  of 
the  two  extremes.  Accordingly,  explaining  my  ob- 
ject, I  collected  all  the  most  respectable  opinions  I 
could,  putting  down  every  name  that  was  recom- 
mended to  me,  and  finding  that  the  name  of  a  Mr. 
Robert  Baldwin  (a  gentleman  I  had  never  seen) 
was  repeated  on  my  list  infinitely  oftener  than  any 
other,  I  sent  for  this  individual  (as  will  appear  by 
the  following  despatch),  and  throwing  myself  upon 
his  advice  for  the  addition  of  two  other  names,  I  was 
led  by  him  to  select  Dr.  Rolph,  who  has  since 
proved,  next  to  Mr.  M'Kenzie,  the  most  wicked  of 
the  tmtors. 
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The  Constitutionists,  or  Tories,  were  both  cha- 
grined apd  alarmed  at  Dr.  Rolpb's  appoiDtment^  but 
if  they  had  not  joined  against  me  on  my  arrival,  and 
if  one  of  their  party  had  not  most  inconsiderately 
forced  upon  me  this  increase  of  the  council,  neither 
Dr.  Rolph  nor  even  Mr.  Robert  Baldwin  would  ever 
have  beeo^  appointed  by  me. 


The  following  despatch  will  explain  the  onodwHis 
circumstances  which  attended  these  appointoft^nta. 

No.  9. 

GovemmenUHousey  ToroniOy 
Feb.  22, 1836. 
My  Lord, 

A  few  days  after  my  arrival  here  I  received  a 
communication  from  the  Executive  Council,  sub- 
mitting to  me  the  necessity  of  increasing  their  num* 
ber»  which,  from  being  composed  of  three  individualsjc 
would  (in  case  of  the  illness  of  any  of  the  members) 
be  unable  to  form  a  quorum.  I  was  also  informed 
by  them,  that  as  Mr.  Peter  Robinson,  besides  being 
Commissioner  of  Crown  Lands,  was  also  an  Executive 
Councillor,  he  had  the  invidious  duty  imposed  on 
him  of  auditing  his  own  accounts. 

This  important  subject,  as  I  state4  to  your  Lord- 
ship in  my  Despatch,  No.  5,  has  occupied  my  atten-^ 
tion  for  some  time :  for  in  so  small  a  conmiunity  as 
that  of  Toronto  and  its  neighbourhood,  to  select 
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three  iodividuak  soiled  to  the  office  was  no  easy 
task. 

After  makittg  every  inquiry  in  my  power,  I 
became  of  opinion,  that  Mr.  Robert  Baldwin,  ad-* 
yocatet  &  gentleman  already  reecnmnended  to  your 
Lwdslttp  1^  Sir  John  Colboume  for  a  seat  in  the 
Legislative  Council,  was  the  first  individual  I  should 
sdect,  being  highly  respected  for  his  moral  character, 
being  moderate  in  his  politics,  and  possessing  the 
esteem  and  confidence  of  ail  parties. 

Having  come  to  this  conclusion,  I  deemed  it  pru-^ 
deot  to  consult  the  Chief  Justice,  who  is  speaker 
of  the  Legislative  Council ;  Mr.  BidweU,  the  speaker 
of  the  House  of  Assembly ;  and  the  members  of  the 
Executive  Council ;  and  as  all  these  gentlemen  un- 
reservedly i^pproved  of  his  selection  to  the  office,*  I 
mt  for  Mr.  R.  Baldwin,  and  pressed  to  him  to 

aeeept  the  same^  with  the  addition  of  Mr. ^ 

who  had  already  be^i  recommended  by  my  pre* 
deeeasor,  and  Dr.  Rolph,  who  had  also  been  recom- 
mended by  liOfd  Goderich  as  Solicitor-General  of 
this  prorsnee. 

I  had  several  interviews  with  Mr.  Baldwin,  of 
maay  boors'  duration  ;  I  allowed  him  to  consult  Mr. 
Bidwdi,  Dr.  Rolph,  and  his  other  friends,  on  the 
labject ;  and  the  result  of  his  deliberations  was,  his 
podtively  declining  to  take  the  office,  unless  1  enaUed 

*  The^  neommmded  him  only  as  &•  middle-man. 
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him  to  carry  with  him  the  support  of  the  Houae  ot 
Assembly,  which  he  stated  could  not  be  effeeltd 
unless  I  should  consent  to  diwiiss  the  three  emeting 
councillors. 

With  this  demand  I  resolutely  refused  to  oomply, 
on  the  grounds  that  I  had  other  interests  besideft  those 
of  the  House  of  Assembly  to  consider ;  that  the 
Commons  already  possessed  its  own  legitimate  power; 
that  to  impart  to  it  in  addition  an  exclusive  influenoe 
in  my  Council  would  be  unconstitutional  and  unjust; 
besides  which,  it  would  at  once  connect  with  party 
feelings  the  representative  of  His  Majesty,  who 
ought  to  stand  unbiassed,  and  aloof  from  all  radi 
considerations. 

Mr.  Baldwin  maintained  his  demands,  and  I 
accordingly  parted  with  him,  declaring  that  iMithiag 
should  induce  me  to  dismiss  from  the  council  three 
gentlemen  who  had  given  me  no  cause  for  complaint ; 
that,  if  necessary,  I  would  rather  throw  myself  on 
the  good  sense  of  this  country,  as  well  as  of  the 
world,  and  abide  the  result,  .whatever  it  might  be. 

On  Mr.  R.  Baldwin  leaving  me,  I  sent  for  his  father. 
Dr.  Baldwin,  who,  although  rather  more  ultra  in  his 
theory  of  reform,  is  a  gentleman  of  very  large  pro- 
perty, who  is  respected  for  his  moral  character,  and 
who  had  also  been  recommended  by  my  predecessor 
for  a  seat  in  the  Legislative  Council.  On  considting 
with  Dr.  Baldwin,  and  on  proposing  to  him  that  he. 
Dr.  Kolph,  and  Mr. ,  should  join  the  Executive 
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CScmneiU  he  insisted  on  the  same  demands  as  Mr  R. 
Baldwin,  and  we  accordingly  parted. 

I  felt  so  confident  the  terms  required  of  me  were 
unjust,  and  that  to  all  reasonable  men  they  would 
appear  no,  that  I  had  fully  determined  on  the  course 
I  would  adopt.  However,  this  alternative  was  ren- 
dered unnecessary,  by  an  intimation  I  received  that 
Mr.  R.  Biddwin  felt  disposed  to  reconsider  mf  pro- 
posal ;  and  accordingly,  the  following  day,  he  called 
upon  me  to  agree  to  join  the  council,  without  the 
dismissal  of  the  three  existing  councillors. 

I  accordingly  appointed  an  hour  to  receive  Mr.  R. 

Baldwin,  Dr.  Rolph,  and  Mr. ,  and  in  their 

presence  I  addressed  the  following  note  to  Mr. 
Baldwin,  a  copy  of  which  it  was  agreed  should  be 
ghr«a  by  him  to  Mr.  — —  and  Dr.  Rolph. 

Government-House,  Feb.  19,  1836, 
Dear  Sir, 

1  hare  great  pleasure  in  learning  that  you.  Dr.  Rolph, 

and  Mr.  ,  accept  the  invitation  I  made  to  you,  by 

joiiiiiig  the  Executive  Council. 

TTbe  confidence  I  shall  repose  in  you  will  be  implicit; 
and  as  1  have  no  preliminary  conditions  either  to  accede  to, 
or  r^uire  from  you,  I  shall  rely  on  your  giving  me  your 
unbiassed  opinion  on  all  subjects  respecting  which  I  may 
feel  it  advisable  to  require  it. 

I  remain,  dear  Sir, 

Yours  faithfully, 

F.  B.  Head. 
K.  Baldwin,  Esq. 
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After  my  iidierviews  with  these  geiitleineii»  wfao 
were  yesterday  swchu  into  office,  md  gazetted,  m 
'*  members  of  the  Executive  Gouneil,  until  the  King^s 
pleasure  be  known/'  I  seirt  for  Mr.  BidwelL  asd 
asked  him  whether  he  conceived  that  the  Bboaa  of 
Assembly  would  feel  satisfied  with  the  aAditioal  bad 
■Mide  to  the  Executive  CounciL 

Mr.  Bidwell  uAd  me  that  he  thought  these  af- 
poinbnoits  would  give  general  satiafiMtion ;  that  he 
was  of  opinion  the  House  of  Assembly  had  confidaaM 
in  these  gentlenen,  as  well  as  in  myself,  and  tllaiifi 
would  be  hk  desire,  as  well  aa  those,  he  fadievl9d» 
with  whom  he  co-operated,  to  give  me  their  aanal- 
ance,  and  in  no  way  to  offer  me  any  fiictiouS'  oppesi* 
tk>n.  He  observed,  however,  that  there  were  smtmud 
grievancesy  which  your  Lordship^s  insiructmfm  la 
me  had  overlooked,  and  that  he  expected  these  would 
shortly  be  brought  before  my  attention. 

I  must  add,  that  Mr.  Bidwell*s  communications 
with  me  have  been  satisfactory,  and  that  I  have  no 
cause  whatever  to  complain  of  him,  although  I  hspa 
not  hesitated  invariaUy  to  apprize  him  that  with  his 
political  opinions  I  do  not  concur. 

Having  now  informed  your  Lordship  of  the  indi- 
viduals I  have  added  to  the  Executive  Council,  with 
the  circumstances  which  have  preceded  their  appoint- 
ments (which,  1  trust,  may  be  confirmed),  it  only 
remains  for  me  to  state,  that  although  tranquillity  in  this 
province  is,  I  now  conceive,  momentarily  established. 
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I  do  not  expect  that  the  present  House  of  Assendbly 
will  long  discontinue  their  agitations. 

It  shall  be  my  duty,  however,  to  afford  them  no 
reasonable  cause  for  complaint.  To  their  addresses, 
as  well  aa  to  their  opinions,  I  will  give  every  possible 
ittentiQO,  nA  will  afiord  them  ready  assistance  to 
correct  all  real  grievances;  but  I  am  so  convinced 
that  every  improper  concession  will  not  only  strengthen 
thnr  demands^  but  weaken  my  influence  in  the  pro* 
vinee,  that  I  shall  continue  to  resist,  as  I  have 
hjtfafifto  done,,  any  demand  that  may  at  all  tend  to 
uodermiBe  the  happy  constitution  of  the  province, 
IS  I  believe  that  this  policy  will  eventually  secure  to 
the  limtenant-Governor  of  Upper  Canada  (whoever 
he  may  be)  the  confidence  and  the  support  of  the 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
My  Lofd, 
Your  IiOvdship's.QM»&t  obedient  servant, 

.  F.  R  Hbad. 
Tbei  LotA  Olenelg,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

P£.  I  submit  to  your  Lordship  copies  of  two 
iddreasea  I  reeeaved  last  week  from  the  House:  of 
Asseaibly,  witk  my  answers,  which  explain  the  rea- 
aoiis  for  wiiicb  I  dedined  to  oomplv  with  their 


Without  troubling  the  reader  with  these  two  que- 
ndiQus  addresses*  my  answers  to  them  will  sufficiently 
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explain  that  they  were  small  clouds   clearly  iodi- 
eating  an  approaching  storm. 

(copy  of  answer.  No.  1.) 
•'  Gentlemen, 

''  I  much  regret  that  I  cannot,  without  authority 
from  the  Secretary  of  State,  comply  with  the  request 
contained  in  your  address. 

"  The  numerous  copies  of  despatches,  &c.,  which 
accompanied  my  message  to  the  House  of  Assembly, 
of  the  15th  instant,  will^  I  trust,  satisfy  the  House 
of  my  desire  to  lay  before  it  as  much  of  the  corre- 
spondence between  my  predecessor  and  His  Majestjr's 
Government,  as  with  any  propriety  I  could  be  expected 
to  divulge. 

*'  I  have  already  given  to  the  House,  according  to 
its  request,  the  names  of  individuals  whose  recommen- 
dation for  seats  in  the  Legislative  Council  has  not 
yet  even  received  the  sanction  of  His  Majesty's 
Government. 

"  The  only  part  of  His  Excellency  Sir  John  Col- 
bome's  despatch  of  the  16th  September,  1835,  which 
I  have  deliberately  withheld,  is  that  in  which  he 
confidentially  expresses  to  His  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment  his  high  estimation  of  the  character  of  the 
individuals  he  proposes;  and  although  in  the  particu- 
lar case  alluded  to,  no  objection  whatever  exists  to 
the  publication  of  his  opinions,  yet  I  conceive  it  would 
establish  a  bad  precedent,  were  I  to  consent  to  make 
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public,  descriptions  which  must  unavoidably  always 
be  personal,  and  which  might  occasionally  be  painful 
to  the  individuals,  and  consequently  unjust  towards 
them  to  disclose." 

(copy  of  ANSWER,  No.  2.) 

"  Gentlemen, 

**  It  is  with  great  reluctance  I  feel  it  necessary  to 
state,  that,  without  authority  from  the  Secretary  of 
State,  I  am  unwilling  to  submit  to  the  House  of 
Assembly  '  the  documents  and  other  evidence  in 
die  possession  of  the  Government  or  its  Officer, 
rdative  to  the  Huron  reserve,  or  to  the  proceedings 
of  the  Government  had  thereon,  as  would  enable  the 
HoQse  to  ascertain  whether  its  interference  on  behalf 
of  the  Wyandot  Indians  is  required.' 

^  My  objections  on  this  subject  are  those  of  policy 
rather  than  of  law  ;  and  without  denying  the  consti- 
totioQal  right  of  either  of  the  two  Houses  of  the  Le- 
gidatiire  to  inquire  into  any  subject  in  which  they 
may  consider  the  public  interests  to  be  involved,  I 
tm  of  opinion  that  the  disclosure  of  '  documents 
and  evidence'  alluded  to  would  be  attended  with 
efii  consequences  to  those  whom  it  is  intended  to 
benefit,  by  rendering  the  Indians  doubtful  of  the  all* 
snflEiGieiit  and  paternal  protection  of  His  Majesty,  on 
which  they  have  hitherto  solely  relied. 

"  Without  reverting  to  the  anomalous  history  of  the 
aborigines  of  this  land,  I  will  merely  observe,  that,  in 
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Upper  CaiMtda,  the  Indiftnd  hme  kitheMo  been  under 
the  exclusive  care  of  Hk  Majedty>  the  terrlteriM 
they  inhahit  being  tracts  of  Crown  lands  detoted  to 

their  sole  use  as  '  His  allies.* 

**  Over  these  lands  His  Majesty  has  never  exer- 
cised his  paramount  right,  except  at  their  request, 
and  for  their  manifest  advantage.  Within  their  o#n 
communities,  they  have  hitherto  governed  themselves 
by  their  own  unwritten  laws  and  customs ;  thehr 
lands  and  property  have  never  been  subject  to  tax  or 
assessment,  or  themselves  liable  to  personal  sendee. 

''  As  they  are  not  subject  to  such  liabilities,  neither 
do  they  yet  possess  the  political  privileges  of  Ifis 
Majesty's  subjects  generally. 

''The  superintendents,  missionaries,  schoolmas- 
ters and  others,  who  reside  among  them  for  their 
protection  and  civilization,  are  appointed  and  paid  by 
the  King ;  to  his  representative  all  appeals  have 
until  now  been  made,  and  with  him  has  all  responsi- 
bility rested.  In  every  respect  they  appear  to  be 
most  constitutionally  within  the  jurisdiction  and  pre- 
rogative of  the  Crown ;  and  as  I  declare  myself  not 
only  ready,  but  desirous  to  attend  to  any  complaint 
they  may  offer  me,  I  consider  it  would  be  highly 
impolitic  (especially  for  the  object  of  redressing  a 
trifling  grievance)  to  sanction  the  adoption  of  a  new 
course  for  their  internal  government. 

"  To  this  general  view  of  the  subject,  I  have  only 
to  add,  that  as  regards  the  particular  memorial  sub- 
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nutted  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  by  llxomas 
Splitlog,  Thomas  Clerk,  and  six  others,  of  the 
Huron  or  Wyandot  nation,  a  counter-petition,  signed 
by  eleven  individuals  of  similar  tribe  and  rank,  has 
been  presented  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  stating, 
^  we  have  the  fullest  confidence  in  the  justice  and 

*  fatherly  protection  of  our  beloved  Sovereign  and 

*  his  representative  the  Ueutenant- Governor.' 
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CHAPTER  V, 

The  Prerogative  of  the  Crown  assailed  by  the  Executive  Cocmeil— 
The  House  of  Assembly  furiously  join  in  the  Attack— rIU«o»-' 
strance  useless— They  stop  the  Supplies— Insult  me  in  a  Petition 
to  the  King,  and  to  the  House  of  Commons — ^I*  appeal  to  Hit 
Majesty's  Qovernment  for  Support — Solemnly  warn  the  Gov«m-' 
ment  of  their  Policy — ^Withhold  Assent  to  the  Money-Billi — De- 
cline to  grant  the  Contingencies,  and  dissolve  the  Assembly — Ex- 
plain to  His  Majesty's  Government  why  I  cannot  agree  with  the 
Commissioners  of  Inquiry,  and  tender  my  Resignation — Result  of 
the  Elections — Dr.  Duncombe  and  Mr.  Hume  declare  to  Lord 
Melbourne  that  I  have  fabricated  Votes— Earnest  Reoommeiida- 
tion  to  His  Majesty's  Government  not  to  surrender  the  casual 
and  territorial  Revenues  of  the  Crown. 

The  reader  is  now  about  to  enter  upon  the  most 
violent,  and  certainly  the  most  eventful,  moral 
struggle  that  has  ever  taken  place  in  our  North 
American  colonies ;  and  as  I  have  no  hesitation  in 
confessing,  ihat,  by  retreating  before  the  Republicans, 
the  contest  could  have  been  avoided,  I  beg  particu- 
lar attention  to  the  subject. 

Tiie  subtle,  persuasive  eloquence  of  Dr.  Rolpb, 
whose  treasonable  principles  were,  by  several  intel- 
ligent people,  justly  estimated,  induced  many  to 
believe  that  from  the  moment  he  became  a  member 
of  my  Executive  Council  I  was  lost.  However,  I 
entertained  not  the  slightest  apprehension  on  the 
subject,  for  so  long  as  the  Council  afforded  me  consti- 
tutional advice,  I  knew  I  should  be  too  thankful  to 
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give  it  immediate  consideration ;  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  standing  as  I  did  (to  say  the  least)  totally 
mthout  support  from  any  party,  I  felt  confident 
that  if  the  Council  should  attempt  to  force  upon 
me  unconstitutional  proposals,  it  would  be  out  of 
dieir  power  to  deprive  me  of  that  invincible  moral 
power  which  always  rushes  to  the  vindication  of  a 
just  cause. 

With  the  members  of  the  Council,  however.  Dr. 
Rolph,  who  I  soon  learned  was  the  bosom  friend  and 
confidant  of  Mr.  Speaker  Bidwell,  did  not  plead  in 
vain. 

Aware  that  in  the  House  of  Assembly  there 
stood  in  array  an  irresistible  majority  in  favour  of 
the  republican  principle  of  making  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor's  Executive  or  Privy  Council  "  respon- 
sible to  the  people,"  the  necessity  of  my  making 
this  concession  appeared  to  be  inevitable  ;  and  calcu- 
lating therefore  that,  situated  as  I  was,  I  would  not 
venture  to  refiise,  they  at  last  agreed  together  to  ad- 
dress to  me  a  written  requisition  to  this  effect. 

When  I  received  this  unexpected  document  which 
was  regularly  signed  by  all  the  six  members  of 
the  Council,  I  saw  no  reason  to  be  alarmed  at  it 
ThatI  was  sentenced  to  contend  on  the  soil  of  America 
with  Democracy,  and  that  if  I  did  not  overpower  it, 
it  would  overpower  me,  were  solemn  facts,  which  for 
some  weeks  had  been  perfectly  evident  to  my  mind ; 
but  by  far  the  most  difficult  problem  I  had  to  solve 
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was,  where  I  ought  to  make  my  stand.  To  involve 
myself  in  a  struggle  with  the  House  of  Assembly, 
about  any  one  trifling  concession,  would,  I  knew» 
have  brought  the  Home  Government  down  upon  me 
with  all  its  power ;  the  province  might  also  with 
some  apparent  reason  have  complained ;  and  thus, 
bit  by  bit,  and  inch  by  inch,  I  felt  I  might  be  driven  to 
abandon  constitutional  ground,  which,  once  lost,  could 
never  be  reclaimed.  It  was  therefore,  I  repeat,  with 
but  little  apprehension  that  I  found  my  Council  (who 
I  knew  would  be  immediately  backed  by  the  House 
of  Assembly)  had  called  upon  me  at  once  to  sur- 
render to  a  democratic  principle  of  government, 
which  I  felt,  so  long  as  the  British  flag  waved  in 
America,  could  never  be  admitted.  I  accordingly 
declined  to  accede  to  the  demands  of  my  Council, 
who,  taken  quite  aback  by  my  refusal,  were  no 
sooner  politely  bowed  out  of  my  service,  than  I  received 
from  the  House  of  Assembly  the  following  address,  to 
which  I  gave  the  reply  which  follows  it : — 

^'  Hcuse  of  Assembly. 
**  To  His  Excellency  Sir  Francis  Bond  Head,  Knight  Com- 
mander of  the  Royal  Hanoverian  Guelphic  Order,  and  of 
the  Prussian  Military  Order  of  Merit,  Lieutenant  Go- 
vemor  of  the  Province  of  Upper  Canada^  &c.  &c  &c. 

"  May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

"  We  his  Majesty's  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Com- . 
mens  of  Upper  Canada  in  provincial  Parliament  assembled, 
humbly  beg   leave  to  inform  your  Excellency,  that  this 
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Hbuae^  considering  the  appointment  of  a  r^ponsible  Execu- 
tife  Council,  to  advise  your  Excellency  on  the  affairs  of  the 
provinee,  to  be  one  of  the  most  happy  and  wise  features  in 
the  Constitution,  and  essential  to  the  form  of  our  govern^ 
meat,  and  one  of  the  strongest  securities  for  a  just  and 
eq;iittable  administration,  and  eminently  calculated  to  ensure 
the  fuU  enjojrment  of  our  civil  and  religious  rights  and  pri- 
vileges, have  lately  learned,  with  no  smaU  degree  of  anxiety, 
that  the  Executive  Council  so  recently  formed  for  the  purpose 
above  stated  (as  we  presume),  consisting  of  six  members, 
did,  on  Saturday  the  12th  instant,  unanimously  tender  to 
your  Excellency  their  resignations,  and  that  your  Excellency 
was  pleased  to  accept  the  same;  and  humbly  request  your 
Excellency  to  inform  this  House,  without  delay,  whether 
tmik  are  the  facts,  and  also  to  communicate  to  this  House 
foil  inibrmation  relative  to  the  cause  of  disagreement  be* 
tween  your  Excellency  and  your  said  late  Executive  Coun- 
cil, as  far  as  lies  in  your  Excellency*s  power  to  make  known ; 
as  aho  to  &imish  this  House  with  copies  of  all  communi- 
eatians  between  your  Excellency  and  your  said  late  Council, 
or  any  of  them,  on  the  subject  of  such  disagreement  and 
subsequ^it  tender  of  resignation." 

(Signed)  M.  S." B i dwell.  Speaker. 

Commons*  House  of  Assembly, 
March  14^A,  1836. 

His  Excellency's  Reply. 
"  Obmlbmbn, 

"  Nothing  can  appear  more  reasonable  to  my  mind  than 
the  surprise  and  anxiety  which  the  House  of  Assembly  ex- 
iwess  to  me  at  the  intelh'gence  they  have  received  of  the 
sadden  resignation  of  the  six  members  of  the  Executive 
Council ;  for  with  both  these  feelings  I  was  myself  deeply 
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impressed,  when  firmly  relying  on  the  advice,  assistance,  and 
cordial  co-operation  of  my  Council,  I  unexpectedly  recei?ed 
from  them  the  embarrassing  document  which,  with  my  reply 
thereto,  I  now,  at  the  request  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 
willingly  present  to  you.  With  every  desire  to  consult  my 
Council,  I  was  preparing  for  their  consideration  important 
remedial  measures,  which  I  conceived  would  be  advisable  to 
adopt ;  and  had  they  but  afforded  me  those  few  moments 
tor  reflection,  which,  from  my  sudden  arrival  among  you,  I 
fancied  I  might  birly  have  claimed  as  my  due,  the  question, 
which  so  unnecessarily  they  have  agitated,  would  have 
proved  practically  useless. 

*'  Had  they  chosen  to  have  verbally  submitted  to  me  in 
Council,  that  the  responsibility,  and  consequently  the  power 
and  patronage  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor  ought  hence- 
forward to  be  transferred  from  him  to  them — ^had  they  even, 
in  the  usual  form  of  a  written  petition,  recommended  to  my 
attention  as  a  new  theory,  that  the  Council,  instead  of  the 
Grovernor,  was  to  be  responsible  to  the  people — I  sliould 
have  raised  no  objection  whatever  to  the  proceeding,  how- 
ever in  opinion  I  might  have  opposed  it ;  but  when  they 
simultaneously  declared,  not  that  such  ought  to  be,  but 
that  such  actually  was  the  law  of  the  land,  and  concluded 
their  statement  by  praying  that  a  Council  sworn  in  secrecy 
to  assist  me  might  be  permitted,  in  case  I  disapproved  of 
their  opinion,  to  conununicate  with  the  public,  I  felt  it  my 
duty,  calmly,  and  with  due  courtesy,  to  inform  them,  that 
they  could  not  retain  such  principles  together  with  my  con- 
fidence, and  to  this  opinion  I  continue  steadfastly  to  adhere. 

''  I  feel  confident  that  the  House  of  Assembly  will  be 
sensible  that  the  power  intrusted  to  me  by  our  Gracious 
Sovereign  is  a  subject  of  painful  anxiety ; — ^that  from  the 
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patronage  of  this  province  I  can  derive  no  advantage ;  and 
that  I  can  have  no  object  in  retaining  undivided  responsi- 
bility»  except  that  which  proceeds  from  a  just  desire  to  be 
constitutionally  answerable  to  his  Majesty  in  case  I  should 
neglect  the  interests  of  his  subjects  in  this  province.     With 
these  sentiments  I  transmit  to  the  House  of  Assembly  the 
documents  they  have  requested,  feeling  confident  that  I  can 
give  them  no  surer  proof  of  my  desire  to  preserve  their  pri- 
vileges inviolate,  than  by  proving  to  them  that  I  am  equally 
determined  to  maintain  the  rights  and  prerogatives  of  the 
Crown,  one  of  the  most  prominent  of  which  is,  that  which  I 
have  just  assumed,  of  naming  those  Councillors  in  whom  I 
conscientiously  believe  I  can  confide. 

**  For  their  acts  I  deliberately  declare  myself  responsible ; 
but  they  are  not  responsible  for  mine,  and  cannot  be, 
because,  being  sworn  to  silence,  they  are  deprived  by  this 
fact,  as  well  as  by  the  Constitution,  of  all  power  to  defend 
tbemselves.** 

The  foregoing  documents  I  forwarded  to  the  C!o- 
lomal  Office  with  the  following  despatch. 


No.  15, 

Toronto,  March  9Znd,  1836. 
My  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  on 
Saturday,  12th  instant,  the  six  members  of  the  Exe- 
cutive Council  suddenly  and  simultaneously  resigned — 
that  a  majority  of  twenty-seven  against  twenty- one 
of  the  House  of  Assembly  very  resolutely  espoused 
their  cause — ^that  all  business  in  the  House  was  sus- 
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pended  until  my  answer  to  their  addreBS  ww  le- 
ceived — ^that  a  public  meeting  has  been  called  on  the 
subject,  at  Toronto — that  similar  meetings  will  pro- 
bably take  place  throughout  the  country — and  that 
the  whole  province  is,  and  for  a  short  time  will  be, 
in  a  state  of  very  great  excitement. 

Ail  this  will,  I  firmly  believe,  be  productive  of 
the  most  l)eneficial  political  results,  and  I  now  pro* 
ceed  to  submit  to  your  Lordship  a  plain  statement  of 
the  whole  affaii^. 

In  my  despatch  No.  9, 1  stated  to  your  Lordship 
that  almost  immediately  after  my  arrival  here»  the 
old  Executive  Council  represented  to  me  the  neces- 
sity of  increasing  the  number  which  was  not  <mly 
barely  sufficient  to  form  a  quorum,  and,  consequ^tlyj 
in  case  of  the  illness  of  any  one  member  wovU  be 
powerless,  but  that  the  Commissioner  of  Crown  Laodi^ 
from  being  one  of  the  members,  was  obliged  to  audit 
his  own  accounts. 

In  my  despatch  alluded  to,  which  I  beg  your 
Lordship  will  be  pleased  to  re-peruse,  I  detailed  the 
difficulty  I  had  had  in  adding  three  new  members 
to  the  Council,  and  the  attempt  which  had  been  made 
to  insist  on  my  forcing  the  unpopular  old  members 
to  retire. 

As  soon  as  this  addition  to  the  Council  was  ga- 
zetted, which  happened  less  than  a  month  ago,  a 
universal  joy  and  satisfaction  was  expressed  by  the 
radical  party,  and  I  received  addresses  from  various 
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places,  expU'essing  in  very  strong  terms  approbation 
of  the  addition  I  had  made  to  the  C!ouncil,  and  praying 
that  the  old  members  might  be  dismissed. 

In  receiving  these  addresses  I  could  not  but  re- 
mark, that  not  only  were  many  of  them  expressed  in 
exactly  the  same  terms^  as  if  written  by  one  person, 
but  that  several  were  presented  to  me  by  the  same 
two  members  of  the  Assembly  ;  and  from  other  omi- 
nous  circumstances  I  became  fully  convinced  that  an 
attempt  somewhere  or  other  was  making  to   pro- 
mulgate an  error  which  has  long  been  artfully  in- 
culcated in  this  province — namely,  that  the  Executive 
Gooncil  were  responsible  to  the  people  for  the  acts 
of  the  Lieutenant  Governor. 

The  object  of  this  smooth-faced,  insidious  doc- 
trine was  at  first  to  obtain  for  the  Council  merely 
TupoiuUnity ^  and,  when  that  point  was  conceded, 
imoediately  to  demand  from  the  Crown  the  power 
and  patronage  which  has  hitherto  been  invested  in 
the  Lieutenant-Governor. 

As  the  addresses  proceeded  from  places  of  no  im- 
portance, I  replied  to  the  personal  congratulations 
on  my  arrival,  with  which  they  commenced,  without 
taking  any  notice  at  all  of  the  objectionable  clauses, 
at  the  same  time  I  was  perfectly  alive  to  the  very 
great  danger  that  was  brooding ;  and  expecting  that 
it  would  sooner  or  later  be  brought  before  my  notice 
by  an  address  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  I  de- 
tttmined  that,  the  iftoment  it  assumed  a  tangible  form, 
I  would  at  once  stand  against  it. 
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While  I  was  in  this  suspense,  the  attack  Was  made 
upon  me  from  a  quarter  from  which  I  certamly  did 
not  expect  it ;  namely,  from  the  Executive  Goaneli 
itself,  which,  in  a  document  signed  by  them  aU» 
declared  that  the  popular  doctrine  was  the  law  ci  the 
land,  that  the  old  practice  had  been  unconstitutional ; 
and  that  in  case  I  was  of  a  different  opinion,  my 
council,  sworn  to  secrecy,  humbly  prayed  that  it 
might  be  permitted  to  communicate  with  the  peo]de. 

I  need  hardly  observe,  that  by  this  address  the 
old,  unpopular  Councillors*  at  once  impeached  the 
conduct  and  practice  of  their  whole  lives.  However, 
on  the  receipt  of  the  document,  I  inmiediately  in- 
formed the  Council  that  they  could  not  retain  such 
principles  and  my  confidence,  and  that  they  must 
consequently  abandon  either  the  one  or  the  other. 

This  reply  was  what  they  did  not  expect ;  for  the 
new  members,  elated  by  the  success  of  the  intrigues 
which  had  been  adopted,  had  fancied  themselves  to 
be  so  strongly  supported  by  the  people,  that  they  did 
not  conceive  I  would  venture  to  do  anything  but 
accede  to  their  threat. 

As  soon  as  the  Council  received  my  reply,  four 
of  the  members,  namely,    •         .         .         •         . 
at  once  surrendered  at  discretion,  offering  to  recant 
all  they  had  written,  and  assuring  me  they  had  sinee 
the  receipt  of  my  answer  again  changed  their  minds : 

*  The  Honourable  Colonel  Wells  is  the  only  surviving  member  of 
these  old  councillors — a  more  loyal  man  does  not  exist  in  Upper 
Canada ;  so  indeed  was  the  late  Honourable  P.  Robinson. 
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hoimever^  the  other  two  held  out ;  and  I,  therefore, 
declared  that  the  document  by  which  I  had  been 
attacked  could  only  be  cancelled  by  the  same  Council 
firom  which  it  had  proceeded,  and  that  unless  it  was 
retracted  as  formally  as  it  had  been  made,  I  must 
adhere  to  the  reply  I  had  given  to  it. 

I  had  two  reasons  for  maintaining  this  course : 
first,  because  had  I  dismissed  only  the  two  popular 
candidates  without  explaining  the  cause,  I  should  have 
iaeorred  the  greatest  unpopularity,  and  should  have 
been  hampered  by  the  continuance  in  office  of  the 
other  four :  secondly,  because,  for  the  reasons  above 
stated,  being  persuaded  that  sooner  or  later  it  would 
be  necessary  I  should  stand  against  a  doctrine  which 
was  rapidly  tending  to  upset  the  prerogative  of  the 
Crown,  I  deemed  it  advisable  to  do  so  before  it  got 
too  strong  for  me,  particularly  as  I  never  could  hope 
to  attain  a  more  advantageous  position  for  the  con- 
test than  that  afforded  me  by  the  ill- written  document 
rfmy  own  Council. 

Having  now  very  briefly  explained  the  outline  of 
the  affair,  I  beg  to  refer  your  Lordship  to  the  four 
fcAowing  printed  papers  which  will  fully  explain  it 
in  detail. 

1.  A  copy  of  the  address  I  received  from  the 
House  of  Assembly. 

2.  My  reply  thereto,  enclosing, 

3.  The  communication  I  had  received  from  the 
Executive  Council,  and 

4.  My  reply  thereto. 
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Haying  submitted  to  your  Lordship  the  foregoing 
documents,  I  beg  leave  to  repeat,  as  my  humble 
opinion,  that  the  greatest  possible  benefit  will  be 
derived  from  the  dispute  I  am  having  with  this  pro- 
vince :  for  if  truth  be  invincible,  it  will  follow  that 
the  effort  which  is  making  to  oppose  me  must  even*- 
tually  be  discomfited,  and  among  the  description  of 
people  which  I  have  to  deal  with  such  a  result  will 
be  highly  important. 

On  the  other  hand,  should  I  be  defeated,  I  trust 
your  Lordship  will  never  regret  that  I  did  not  hesi* 
tate  to  maintain  the  rights  and  prerogatives  of  Ae 
Crown. 

I  also  enclose  herewith  to  your  Lordship,  an 
address  I  have  received  from  the  mayor,  aldermen, 
and  commonalty  of  the  City  of  Toronto,  with  my 
reply  thereto. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
My  Lord, 
Your  Lordship's  obedient  servant^ 

F.  B.  Head, 

The  Lord  Glenelg,  &c.  &c.  &c. 


As  soon  as  the  Constitutionists  were  convinced 
by  the  principles  I  was  maintaining,  that  notwith* 
standing  Afr.  Hume's  pestilential  letter  of  recom- 
mendation in  favour  of  Mr.  M'Kenzie  (who  bad 
openly  boasted  of  it),  and  notwithstanding  the  sus- 
picious appointment  of  Dr.  Rolph  to  my  Council, 
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I  wmnak,  aa  had  been  generally  suppoaed,  a  demo- 
cmk,  tbfiy  most  layally«  one  and  all,  jdned  me  to  a 
mn.     Mond  war  was  thus  (aa  it  long  ago  ought  to 
hive   bean,  hy  his  Majeaty's  Government)  openly 
prociaiioed  between    die  Constitotioniata   and  the 
RfynhKcaaa ;  or,  in  other  words,  between  those  who 
were  for  Britidb  inatitiitions,  against  those  who  were 
far  aoiKng  the  ^npire  by  the  introduction  of  demo- 
en^;  and  I  need  hardly  add,  that  the  approaching 
sbrogi^  WBs  most  anxiously  looked  upon  by  the 
other  North  American  Colonies  as  one  on  which 
thdtr  own  political  destinies  depended. 

I  WIS,  €f  course,  too  much  occupied  to  be  able  to 
wiite  to  the  Colonial  Office  at  very  great  length : 
however,  on  the  6th  of  April,  1836,  I  forwarded  a 
despatch  which,  commencing  with  detailing  events 
wluch  having  already  been  submitted  to  the  reader, 
^  would  be  tedious  to  recapitulate,  proceeded  as  fol- 
lows : — 

EXTRACT. 

ifany  of  the  addresses  I  received  on  this  subject 
had  evidently  proceeded  from  the  same  pen,  and  had 
the  influence,  which  was  thus  exerted,  continued  to 
he  secret,  it  might  shortly  have  produced  such  pow- 
erful effects,  that  I  might  have  found  it  almost 
impossible  to  have  opposed  it ;  but,  very  fortxmately, 
the  power  exerted  against  me  was  too  eager  for  its 
object,  and  the  battery  was  unmasked  before  the 
enemy  was  sufficiently  organized  to  man  it. 
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My  Executive  GounciUors  themselves  suddenly 
claimed  the  responsibility  which  had  hitherto  rested 
with  the  Lieutenant-Governor ;  and  on  my  requiring 
them  to  resign,  an  excitement  suddenly  burst  finrtfa 
in  the  House  of  Assembly  beyond  all  description. 

Tiie  republican  party  fancying  that  their  dbjeel 
was  attained,  and  that  I  was  caught  in  the  net  which 
had  been  so  insidiously  drawn  around  me,  were 
exasperated  at  seeing  me  suddenly  extricate  m]nielf 
from  it,  and  the  House  addressing  me  on  the  subjeety 
instantly  suspended  all  business  until  it  had  recwred 
my  reply. 

The  whole  correspondence  on  the  subject,  some 
of  which  has  already  been  forwarded  to  your  Lord- 
ship, I  here  annex  in  a  printed  form :  it  contain*--*- 

"  I .  The  address  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 

**  2.  My  reply  thereto. 

"  3.  The  communication  addressed  to  me  by  the 
Executive  Council. 

"  4.  My  reply  thereto. 

**  5.  An  address  from  the  mayor  and  common 
council  of  the  City  of  Toronto. 

"  6.  My  reply. 

**  7.  An  address,  signed  by  the  mayor,  from  a 
public  meeting  held  in  the  city  hall. 

"8.  My  reply. 

'*  9.  An  address  from  the  House  of  Assembly. 

"  10.  My  reply." 

I  trust  that  the  tone  of  my  answers  to  the  above 


77 


^* 


11 1 'i It UHk^:!^  I. It: 


will  sufficiently  prove  to  your  Lord- 
ship liow  desirous  I  was  to  offer  all  possible  expla* 
nation,  and  to  do  everything  in  my  power  to  govern, 
and  to  be  governed,  by  truth  and  reason. 

At  the  time  I  conducted  this  correspondence,  I 
WW  perfectly  sensible  that  I  was  friendless ;  for  the 
republican  party  had  proved  themselves  to  be  impla- 
cable, and  the  constitutional  party  I  had  refused  to 
join:  however,  seeing  that  the    moment  had  now 
irrifed  for  resolutely  assuming  my  position,  I  awaited 
Ae  result  of  the  conflict  with  a  perfect  confidence, 
Mdely  proceeding  from  the  justice  of  my  cause. 

Hie  success  of  these  measures  has,  I  can  faith- 
fidly  assure  your  Lordship,  equalled  my  most  sanguine 
expectations. 

Ev^  newspaper  in  the  Upper  as  well  as  in  the 
Wer  Province,  excepting  Mr.  M'Kemie's  Jldvocate 
ttdone  other,  has  in  the  most  unequivocal  terms 
supported  me  in  the  doctrine  I  have  maintained  ;  the 
eoDstitutional  party  have  joined  meto  aman,  and  in  the 
Bom^ous  addresses  I  have  received  are  the  names  of 
many  influential  individuals  who  have  hitherto  been 
(fffoemg  the  Government.  Indeed,  I  can  truly  declare, 
ftat  the  intelligent  classes  of  every  denomination  are 
TiUying  around  me  in  a  manner  which  fully  corro- 
bomtes  the  statement  I  first  made  to  you  on  arriving 
in  this  province,  namely,  '*  that  all  that  is  good  and 
estimable  remains  at  the  bottom^  while  the  surface 
is  agitated  by  &ctious  discussions." 
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A  very  striking  example  of  this  fact  occurred  on 
Saturday  last. 

As  soon  as  the  late  Executive  Council  resigned, 
Mr.  M'Kenzie  and  his  party,  at  an  immense  expense, 
forwarded  to  every  part  of  the  province  printed  copies 
of  the  annexed  circular,  almost  all  of  which  were 
franked  by  members  of  the  Assembly.  This  docu- 
ment, as  your  Lordship  will  observe,  ended  by  a 
printed  petition  to  the  House  of  Assembly,  wUdi 
only  required  the  insertion  of  the  name  of  the  town* 
ship  and  of  the  subscribers. 

As  soon  as  this  firebrand  was  supposed  to  have 
caused  sufficient  excitement,  the  four  members  of  the 
Metropolitan'County  of  York^  namely,*  Mr.  M^Ken* 
zie.  Dr.  Morrison,  Mr.  Gibson  and  Mr.  M'lntoeh, 
issued  another  notice  (which  I  also  annex)  dated 
*'  House  of  Assembly,"  and  calling  a  public  meeting 
to  be  held  ten  miles  from  Toronto  on  Saturday 
last. 

Aj5  this  country  has  been  supposed  to  be  under 
the  complete  influence  of  Mr.  M'Kenzie,  and  its 
other  members,  it  was  agreed  upon  by  the  constitu- 
tional party,  that,  as  they  might  be  overpowered  by 
numbers,  they  would  not  attend,  and  accordingly  it 
was  expected  that  the  Radicals  would  completely  cany 
the  day :  however,  the  reply  I  had  written  to  the 


*  or  these  four  indiyiduals,  three  have  since  either  been  tried 
for  treason,  or  have  absconded. 
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industrious  classes  of  Toronto  had  been  much  read, 
and  accordingly^  when  the  meeting  assembled  on 
Saturday  an  unexpected  result  took  place. 

Mr.  M*Kenzie  totally  failed  in  gaining  attention ; 
another  member.  Dr.  Morrison,  who  is  mayor  of 
Toronto,  was  collared  and  severely  shaken,  and  the 
whole  affair  was  so  completely  stifled  by  the  indig- 
nation of  the  people,  that  the  meeting  was  dissolved 
without  the  passing  of  a  single  resolution. 

Mr.  M'Kenzie  and  his  party  afterwards  assem- 
bled, and  then  went  through  the  form  of  carrying 
their  ready-concocted  resolutions. 

The  ^ect  which  this  unexpected  defeat  will  pro- 
duce throughout  the  province  will,  I  am  perfectly 
eonvinoed,  eventually  break  up  the  radical  faction ; 
lod  as  soon  as  I  have  an  opportunity  of  visiting,  as  I 
propose  to  do  if  I  remain  here,  every  county  in  this 
pwince^  and  of  meeting  and  conversing  with  the 
inhabitants,  I  feel  quite  confident  that  a  burst  of 
kyaky  will  resound  from  one  end  of  the  province  to 
ihe  other,  for  a  more  honest,  well-meaning  yeomanry 
and  peasantry  cannot  exist  than  his  Majesty's  sub- 
jects in  this  noble  province. 

It  k  out  of  my  power  to  describe  to  your  Lord- 
lAip,  without  the  appearance  of  exaggeration,  the  joy 
and  gladness  expressed  to  me  by  all  parties  at  the 
eonstitutional  resistance  I  have  made ;  but  I  will  not 
eonceal  from  your  Lordship  that  there  is  one  question 
b  almost  everybody's  mouth,  namely,  "  Pflll  the 
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ZAeutenant' Governor  be  supported  by  the  Home  Go- 
vernment ?"  ''  He  never  will  !''  say  the  Radicals ; 
^'  JVefear  he  will  not  /'*  say  the  Constitutionists. 

Your  Liord§hip  has  to  settle  this  question,  and  in 
my  humble  opinion  upon  your  decision  rests  our 
possession  of  the  Canadas. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
My  Lord, 
Your  Loixlship's  most  obedient  servant, 

F.  B.  Head. 
The  Lord  Gieneig,  &c.  &c.  &c. 


The  war  which  raged  against  the  Executive  Go- 
vernment of  Upper  Canada,  in  the  House  of  Assembly, 
could  only  be  explained  by  a  publication  of  the  vio- 
lent speeches  of  the  Republicans^  which  are  much  too 
long  to  be  here  inserted.  Suffice  it  to  say,  that  the 
republican  majority  adopted  an  address  to  the  King, 
signed  Marshall  S.  Bidwell,  Speaker,  in  which  his 
late  Majesty's  attention  was  called  to  a  report  which 
the  House  of  Assembly  had  adopted,  in  which  it 
was  declared  that  my  "  ear  was  credulous,"  my 
mind  poisoned,"  my  *'  feelings  bitter" — that  I  was 
despotic,  tyrannical,  unjust,  deceitful,"  that  my 
conduct  had  been  ''  derogatory  to  the  honour  of  the 
King,"  ''  demoralizing  to  the  community,"  and  that 
I  had  treated  the  people  of  the  province  as  being 
"  little  better  than  a  country  of  rogues  and  fools/' 
Not  satisfied  with  this  attack  upon  my  character^  the 
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House  adopted  a  long  memorial  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons, signed  Marshall  S.  Bidwell,  Speaker,  in 
which  not  only  was  the  same  offensive  report  sub- 
mitted, but  it  was  further  stated  in  the  memorial  as 
foflows : — 

"  It  is  with  pain,  disappointment,  and  humiliation  we 
notice  the  reiterated  declai*ation  of  his  Excellency  to  con- 
duct our  affairs  without  the  advice  of  the  Executive  Coun- 
cil according  to  his  own  will  and  pleasure,  which  his  public 
acts  have  already  proved  to  be  arbitrary  and  vindictive* 
And  this  view  of  his  sole  ministerial  power  and  authority, 
with  a  nominal  responsibility  to  Downing-street,  he  has  sus- 
tained before  the  public  by  mb-statements  and  misrepre- 
sentatioDs  so  palpably  opposed  to  candour  and  truth,  as  to 
destroy  all  hopes  of  further  justice  from  his   government 

For   other  instances  of  his  deviation   from 

candour  and  truth,   &c.,  we  refer  to  the  appended  docu- 
ments. 

(Signed)      "  Marshall  S.  Bidwell,  Speaker." 


As  this  Mr.  Bidwell  was  the  well-known  leader 
of  his  party,  as  he  was  generally  supposed  to  have 
lieen  the  framer  of  the  address  against  me  to  the 
King,  and  as  he  was  at  all  events  the  official  organ  of  a 
House  of  Assembly  which  had  heaped  upon  me  such 
unparalleled  abuse,  the  reader  will  hereafter  learn 
with  no  little  surprise,  that  his  Majesty's  Government, 
instead  of  supporting  me  by  openly  resenting  his 
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oondiKt,  desbvd  tint  he  shrndd  be  poblidy  exahed  to 
the  Judkbl  BeDcb.  br  me»  wbow  slatkm  cf rqireseot^ 
tire  of  the  Kme  be  had  so  cnnssly  nwailfwi.  But  w 
this  will  fenn  the  sol^ect  of  a  distant  chapter,  I  will 
at  ODce  leeularir  proceed  with  my  namtiTe  by  statiiig, 
that  OB  the  Assembly  ^ti^pping  the  sii]^dies,  I  with- 
held mv  assent  firvm  aU  their  mooev  IhIIs,  and  even 
from  their  own  continfieiiciess  on  the  piindple  that  as 
nothing:  bat  a  s^arm  of  a^ritation  could  now  settle  the 
weather,  it  would  Kr  useless  to  attempt  to  suppress  it 
In  the  following  despatch*  I  will,  howeyer,  request 
the  ieader*$  especial  attention  to  and  recollection  of 
the  solemn  wamin;?  it  cmtains. 


Xo.  36. 

T^rtmtt^.  ilsf  April  1836. 

Mt  LiORD^ 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship 
two  addresses  from  the  House  of  Assembly  to  his 
Majesty,  as  also  a  copy  of  one  to  the  House  oi  G>m- 
mons,  lepiohaiing  in  unusual  language  my  conduct  as 
lieutenant-GoTemor  of  this  prorince.  I  have  ako  to 
infiMrm  your  Lordship,  that  the  House  of  Assembly 
hare  deemed  it  their  duty  to  stop  the  supplies — that, 
in  consequence  of  thb  proceedings  I  have  reserved  all 
their  money  bills  for  the  consideration  of  his  Majesty ; 
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and  that  I  have  declined  to  grant  their  contingencies. 
I  also  inclose  to  your  Lordship  a  copy  of  my  speech  on 
proroguing  the  Provincial  Legislature. 

Under  these  circumstances,  I  feel  it  incumbent 
to  submit  to  your  Lordship  a  plain  statement  of  the 
whole  affair. 

In  my  despatch  No.  3,  to  your  Lordship,  dated 
5th  February,  I  stated  as  follows : — 

"  As  far  as  I  have  been  able  ta  judge,  I  should  say  that 
the  repubUcan  party  are  implacable,  that  no  concession 
whatever  would  satisfy  them,  their  self-interested  object 
being  to  possess  themselves  of  the  government  of  this  pro- 
vince, for  the  sake  of  lucre  and  emolument." 

Id  my  despatch.  No.  9,  dated  22nd  February,  I 
stated  to  your  Lordship  as  follows  : — 

"  Having  now  informed  your  Lordship  of  the  individuals 
I  ha?e  added  to  the  Executive  Council,  with  the  circum- 
stances which  have  preceded  their  appointments  (which  I 
tnist  may  be  confirmed),  it  only  remains  for  me  to  state 
that  although  tranquillity  in  this  province  is,  I  conceive, 
now  momentarily  established,  I  do  not  expect  that  the  pre- 
sent House  of  Assembly  will  long  discontinue  their  agi- 
tations. 

"  It  shall  be  my  duty,  however,  to  afford  them  no  reason 
able  cause  for  complaint  To  their  addresses,  as  well  as 
tbdr  opinions,  I  shall  give  every  possible  attention,  and  will 
afford  them  every  assistance  to  correct  all  real  grievances ; 
but  I  am  so  convinced  that  every  improper  concession  will 
not  only  strengthen  their  demands,  but  weaken  my  influ- 
ence in  the  province,  that  I  shall  continue  to  resist,  as  I 
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have  hitherto  done,  any  demand  that  may  at  all  tend  to 
undermine  the  happy  constitution  of  the  province,  as  I  be- 
lieve that  this  ]K)licy  will  eventually  secure  to  the  Lieute- 
nant Governor  of  Upper  Canada  (whoever  he  may  be)  the 
confidence  and  support  of  the  community." 

To  the  foregoing  opinions,  expressed  to  your 
Lordship,  I  firmly  continue  to  adhere,  and  refer  to 
them  for  the  object  of  proving  that  the  political  state 
of  this  province  requires  no  deep  experience,  but 
that  its  moral  was  evident  to  me  before  I  had  been 
a  month  in  this  capital. 

The  speech  I  yesterday  delivered  on  proroguing  the 
Provincial  Legislature  will  sufficiently  explain  the 
attempts  I  have  in  vain  made  to  carry  into  effect  the 
remedial  measures  with  which  I  was  intrusted.  I 
will,  therefore,  only  shortly  observe,  that  the  Griev- 
ance Report  remains  unopened — that  not  one  of  the 
remedies  your  Lordship  prescribed  has  been  carried 
into  effect ;  that,  in  fact,  this  Grievance  Report  was 
nothing  but  a  revolutionary  ignis  fatuus,  purposely 
created  to  deceive  the  British  Government,  and  that, 
as  I  stated  in  my  despatch,  No.  24,  dated  6th  April, 
"  far  from  desiring  to  remove  these  grievances,  the 
republican  members  deem  them  the  fulcrum  for  sub- 
verting the  government,  and  for  destroying  the  con- 
stitutional liberties  of  the  province." 

The  decided  measures  which  your  Lordship  took 
promptly  to  correct  the  alleged  grievances  which  were 
brought  before  you  have  had  the  happy  effect  of  break- 
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ing  up  the  faction  which,  from  want  of  finnness,  has 
long  been  undermining  the  constitution  of  this  pro- 
vince. Its  enemies  are  now  unmasked^  disarmed,  and 
discomfited,  and  the  inhabitants  of  this  country  are  now 
indignantly  exclaiming,  as  Cromwell  said, ''  You  who 
are  deputed  here  by  the  people ^  to  get  their  grievances 
redressed,  are  yourselves  become  their  greatest 
grievance  /" 

If  the  sentiments  contained  in  these  petitions 
from  the  House  of  Assembly  were  really  the  senti- 
ments of  their  constituents,  this  province  might  justly 
be  said  to  be  in  a  state  of  revolt ;  whereas  the  fact  is, 
as  I  stated  it  to  your  Lordship  in  niy  despatch  No.  24, 
"that  a  burst  of  loyalty  will  very  shortly  resound 
from  one  end  of  the  province  to  the  other,  as  a  more 
honest,  well-meaning  yeomanry  cannot  exist  than  his 
Majesty's  subjects  in  this  noble  province ;"  and  for  a 
proof  of  this  assertion,  I  refer  your  Lordship  to  the 
enclosed  addresses  I  have  already  received. 

Your  Lordship  cannot  but  remark,  that,  for  the 
first  time  in  the  history  of  this  province,  the  supplies 
have  been  stopped — that  the  whole  country  has  thus 
been  thrown  into  confusion,  and  that  the  period 
selected  for  this  violence  has  been  my  arrival  with 
your  Lordship's  instructions  to  correct  all  the  griev- 
ances of  the  country !  Had  the  object  of  those  who  have 
styled  themselves  Reformers  been  reform,  your  Lord- 
ship's instructions  would  have  been  hailed  with  joy; 
instead  of  which  they  have  been  repudiated  by  the 
Republicans,  lus  the  enemy  of  their  hopes. 
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The  case  is  lortunately  so  clqar,  that  no  one  even 
in  England  can  now  fail  to  understand  it. 

^*  TVhy^'  it  will  be  asked,  "  have  the  supp&es  in 
Upper  Canada  been  stopped?''  The  answer  is,  be- 
cause the  complaints  of  the  Republicans  were  ordered 
to  be  corrected;  and  being  thus  driven  off  their 
grievance-ground,  they  were  forced  by  your  Lordship 
to  unveil  ttieir  real  object,  which  has  been  neither 
more  nor  less  than  to  seize  upon  the  power  and 
patronage  of  the  Crown ! 

'*  And  how,''  it  will  be  asked,  ''  have  they  at'- 
tempted  to  do  this?''  I  reply,  by  demanding  that 
the  Executive  Council  be  henceforward  responsible 
to  the  people ;  or,  in  other  words,  to  themselves,  for 
tlie  acts  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor. 

'*  And  is  this  all?"  No;  they  further  demand 
that  the  Legislative  Council  shall  be  elective  ;  or,  in 
other  words,  that  it  also  shall  be  nominated  by  them- 
selves :  and  if  this  does  not  betray  their  real  object — 
if  this  does  not  prove  to  people  in  England  the  trai- 
torous, democratic  intentions  of  the  half-dozen  Repub- 
licans who  have  been  allowed  to  agitate  this  noble 
province — facts  are  useless,  and  argument  powerless ! 

If  the  duties  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  this  pro- 
vince merely  consisted  in  his  being  one  branch  out  of 
thrtH^  of  the  Colonial  Legislature,  even  in  that  case 
there  could  l)e  no  more  reason  why  he  should  be 
governed  by  an  Executive  Council,  than  that  such  a 
l>odv  should  be  ^reate<l  to  iwvern  tlie  House  of  As- 
sembly  or  the  Jjegislative  Council;  but,  besides  the 
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Lieirtenantr  Governor's  station  in  the  Provincial  Legis- 
ture,  he  has  to  guard  the  lands  and  property  of  the 
Crown:  in  short,  he  is  the  only  individual  in  this 
colony  competent  to  consider  the  interests  of  the 
British  Elmpire,  of  which  this  colony  is  but  an  atom. 
The  Executive  Council  are  his  Privy  Council/ to 
give  him  sworn  advice  when  he  wants  it,  and  not  to 
*'  encumber  him  with  help"  when  he  does  not  re- 
quire it. 

If  I  had  been  governed  by  my  late  Council,  the 
constitution  of  this  province  would  at  this  moment 
be  subverted,  for  it  will  be  evident  to  your  Lordship 
that  the  unanimous  demand  they  made  upon  me  was 
contrary  to  law. 

This  doctrine  was,  in  1828,  clearly  explained  by 
Mr.  (now  Lord)  Stanley,  who,  in  reply  to  Mr.  Roe- 
buck's motion,  ''  That  a  select  committee  be  ap- 
pointed to  inquire  into  the  political  state  of  the 
Caoadas,"  declared  as  follows : — 

''  The  first  point  to  wkich  the  Honourable  Mem- 
ber referred,  was,  the  constitution  of  the  Executive 
CounciL  It  may,  perhaps,  be  necessary  for  me  to 
infprm  the  House  that  the  Executive  Council  is  a 
body  acting  in  the  nature  of  the  Privy  Council  in 
this  country — advising  the  governor,  but  not  respon- 
sible to  him,  and  forming  a  council  against  whose 
opinion,  as  well  as  with  it,  he  may  act  *' 

My  Lardy  1  most  solemnly]  declare,  as  my  deli^ 
berate  opinion,  that  if  this  doctrine  be  ever  subverted, 
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democracy  y  in  the  worst  possible  form,  will  prevail  in 
our  Colonies  ^.  The  two  branches  of  the  LegUlature 
have  their  respective  interests  to  attend  to»  which  too 
often  are  made  subservient  to  their  private  views ; 
but  THE  Lieutenant-Governor  is  the  Kino's 
SENTINEL,  and  if  he  be  disarmed  of  the  power  he  has 
received  from  the  Imperial  Parliament,  and  be  fettered 
by  his  Provincial  Council,  the  Republicans  will  move 
heaven  and  earth  to  become  the  individuals  to  govern 
him. 

If  the  power  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor  is  to  be 
surrendered,  I  respectfully  recommend  that  the  deed 
be  done  in  broad  daylight :  for,  to  hamper  him  by  the 
number  of  his  councillors,  or  to  oblige  him  to  consult 
them  when  he  does  not  need  their  advice,  would  most 
surely  produce  the  same  effect  in  a  weak,  discredit- 
able manner. 

As  the  subject  is  of  vast  importance,  and  as  I  be* 
lieve  our  colonial  possessions  now  hang  upon  your 
LfOrdship^s  decision,  1  will  proceed  to  shew  with  what 
artifice  the  Republicans  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of 
this  province  have,  in  their  petition  against  me,  en* 
deavoured  to  attain  this  object. 


But  the  Republicans  in  the  House  of  Assembly 

*  The  reader  is  particularly  requested  to  keep  in  mind  Hmt 
solemn  warnings,  as  he  will,  ere  long,  read  with  astonishment  tba 
orders  given  by  Her  Majesty's  Government  lespecting  them  to  Sir 
Archibald  Campbell,  Lieutenant-Governor  of  New  Brunswick. 
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were  unable  to  answer  the  correspondence  which  I 
bad  held  with  my  late  Executive  Council,  and,  feeling 
that  they  were  dead  beaten,  they  caught  at  this  straw, 
and  petitioned  the  House  of  Commons,  which  of 
course  they  knew  were  perfectly  ignorant  of  the 
whole  subject,  against  what  they  have  termed  my 
''  deviation  from  candour  and  truth." 

But  it  is  perhaps  well  they  should  have  done  so, 
as  it  will  explain  to  the  House  of  Commons,  as  well 
as  to  your  Lordship,  what  sort  of  people  the  revolu- 
tionists of  Upper  Canada  are,  and  will  prove  the 
absolute  necessity  of  not  ordering  the  Lieutenant-Go- 
vernor to  be  governed  by  his  Executive  Council, 
which  might  be  composed  of  such  men.  In  this 
event,  what  would  become  of  the  property  of  the 
Crown  ? — What  would  become  of  the  rights  of  the 
people? 

I  have  now  submitted  to  your  Lordship  facts  which 
are  incontrovertible,  and  have  replied  to  the  accusa- 
tions which  have  been  made  against  me  by  the  House 
of  Assembly,  by  merely  contrasting  them  vidth  their 
own  declarations. 

I  must  now  proceed  alone  upon  my  own  testimony, 
to  which  I  trust  your  Lordship  will  give  that  weight 
which  is  due  to  the  station  I  hold. 

I  have  stated  to  your  Lordship  that  the  instructions 
yoa  gave  me  to  correct  the  grievances  of  this  country 
have  had  the  effect  of  breaking  to  pieces  the  repub- 
lican party.     The  loyal  feeling  which  is  now  rising 
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\ip  to  si^pport  me  ia  all  directions  is  greater  than  I 
dare  describe ;  as  a  single  proof  of  which,  I  will  in* 
form  yoUy  that  a  scene  took  place  on  my  proroguing 
the  Provincial  Legislature  which  is  unprecedented  in 
the  history  of  this  country. 

Although  Toronto  is,  and  always  has  been,  the 
head-quai-ters  of  the  reformers,  and  though  this 
capital  will  suffer  more  than  any  other  part  of  the 
province  by  the  stoppage  of  the  supplies,  yet  never 
before  was  the  Parliament  House  so  crowded^  in- 
side and  out,  as  when  I  went  there  to  deliver  my 
speech. 

As  soon  as  it  was  ended,  contrary  to  all  custom^  a 
burst  of  acclamation  resounded — cheers  were  several 
times  repeated,  and  a  crowd  of  the  most  respectable 
people,  of  all  parties,  actually  endeavoured  to  take 
the  horses  from  my  carriage  to  draw  me  up  to  Go- 
vernment House. 

On  the  speech  being  read  again  by  the  Speaker  in 
the  House  of  Assembly,  the  gallery  and  floor  was 
equally  crowded,  and,  as  soon  as  Mr.  Speaker  Bid- 
well  had  concluded,  three  cheers  were  given  in  the 
House,  although  never  before  had  such  a  demonstra- 
tion of  public  feeling  been  evinced. 

I  am  perfectly  confident  that  the  whole  country  is 
disposed  to  rise  up  to  support  me,  and  I  can  assure 
your  Lordship  that  I  foresee  no  difficulty  whatever  in 
crusliing  the  republican  party,  and  in  establishing 
loyalty,  except  a  general  fear  which  prevails  through- 
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out  the  country  that  the  Home  Government  will  be 
afreid  to  support  me. 

I  tell  your  Lordship  the  truth,  for  it  is  proper  you 
should  know  that  the  reception  which  was  given  in 
England  to  Mr.  M'Kenzie  has  had  the  effect  of 
cowing  the  loyalists  and  of  giving  a  false  courage  to 
Uie  republicans. 

One  word  of  firmness  from  the  British  Govern- 
ment will  now  settle  the  question  for  ever ;  but  if 
you  hesitate  to  support  me ;  if  in  your  Lordships 
reply  to  this  despatch  you  encourage  by  a  single  word 
ike  republicans,  they  will  instantly  be  reanimated,  and 
will  again  utter  their  old  cry  against  the  "  weak  and 
TREiiBUNG  Government  of  Great  Britain." 

That  they  have  mistaken  British  generosity  for 
fear  no  one  is  more  persuaded  than  myself,  but  I 
earnestly  entreat  your  Lordship  to  put  confidence  in 
me,  for  I  pledge  my  character  to  the  result ;  I  so- 
lemnly declare  to  your  Lordship  that  I  have  no  diffi- 
eulUes  to  contend  with  here  that  I  have  not  already 
overcome ;  the  game  is  won ;  the  battle  is  gained  as 
far  as  relates  to  this  country,  and  I  cannot  give  your 
Lordship  a  more  practical  proof  of  it  than  by  saying  I 
want  no  assistance  excepting  the  negative  advantage 
ofn&t  being  undermined  at  home. 

I  am  not  myself  in  the  least  afraid  of  your  Lord- 
ship's shrinking  from  supporting  me,  but  if  you 
knew  the  feeling  of  this  country  you  would  pardon 
iDy  telling  you  that  the  loyalists  are  incapable  of 
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understanding  the  generous,  liberal  policy  under 
which  the  Home  Government  has  intended  to  act, 
and  that  the  republicans  firmUf  look  to  it  for  support. 

In  the  present  House  of  Assembly,  which  is 
composed  of  60  members,  five  of  whom  only  are  Elng- 
lish,  five  Irish,  and  nine  Scotch,  there  are  thirteen 
American  members,  many  of  whom  have  not  only 
a  distaste  for  monarchical  government,  and  are 
avowed  advocates  for  the  election  of  magistrates* 
legislative  councillors,  &c.  &c.,  but  who  are  desirous 
to  upset  the  constitution  of  this  province  for  the  sake 
of  reigning  in  its  stead  [for  which  see  their  incorrect 
accusations  against  me.] 

Many  of  these  individuals  attained  their  places 
by  the  encouragement  which  was  given  to  Mr. 
M'Kenzie  in  England ;  and,  now  that  I  have  suc- 
ceeded in  turning  the  tide,  they  will,  I  hope,  sink 
for  ever,  and  be  replaced  by  intelligent,  loyal  British 
subjects,  if  your  Lordship  wiU  firmly  support  me. 

M'^hether  I  may  continue  here,  or  be  replaced,  is  a 
subject  I  will  not  now  discuss;  but  as  long  as  I  do 
remain  here,  and  just  at  the  present  moment,  it  is  of 
vital  importance  that  I  should  retain  the  victory 
which  has  been  won. 

Upon  Upper  Canada,  I  conceive,  hangs  our  pos- 
session of  our  North  American,  and  possibly  of  our 
West  Indian  possessions :  for,  if  this  colony  be  fiirmly 
secured,  not  only  mil  the  rest  be  maintained,  but  I 
believe   every  intelligent  individual   in  the  United'^ 
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States  foresees  that  democracy  must  ere  long  pro- 
duce,  by  a  revolution  in  that  country,  the  identical 
ibrm  of  government  (I  mean  a  monarchy)  which  it 
18  endeavouring  to  overturn  in  this  province. 

Your  Lordship  is  aware  I  have  had  some  expe- 
rience in  ascertaining  the  opinions  of  the  lower 
classes  in  the  mother-country,  and  I  have  no  hesita- 
tion in  declaring  that  in  no  part  of  Great  Britain 
does  there  exist  so  loyal  a  disposition  as  will  be  dis- 
played in  this  province,  if  we  wiU  only  act  towards  it 
wiih  firmness  and  decision. 

I  shall  never  regret  the  generous  policy  which 
attempted  to  produce  here  tranquillity  by  concilia- 
tion, for  I  at  present  owe  to  it  my  success ;  but  my 
speech  to  the  Legislature  will  prove  to  your  Lordship 
tfiat  we  can  carry  that  policy  no  further — that  to 
Republicans  the  more  we  concede  the  more  they 
demand — that,  while  they  are  pushing  at  the  consti- 
tution, every  inch  of  ground  they  gain  redoubles  their 
exertions — and  that,  on  the  contrary,  if  resistance  be 
itemly  c^ered  to  them  they  give  up  the  attempt  and 
nm  away.* 

I  fully  expect  that  before  a  month  has  elapsed 
the  country  will  petition  me  to  dissolve  the  present 
Ifcuse  of  Ai^embly,  but  until  the  feeling  is  quite 
ripe  I  shall  not  attend  to  it:  I  would  therefore 
request  your  Lordship  to  send  me  no  orders  on  the 

*  I  beg  the  reader  to  determine  whether  or  not  this  prophecy  has 
been  folfiUed  ?  ^ 


94 

subject,  but  to  allow  me  to  let  the  thing  work  by 
itself;  for  it  now  requii'es  no  argument,  as  the 
stoppage  of  the  supplies,  of  the  road  money,  and  all 
other  money  bills,  will  soon  speak  for  themselves 
in  a  provincial  dialect  which  every  body  will  un- 
derstand. 

The  language  contained  in  the  92  Resolutions 
from  Lower  Canada,  as  well  as  in  the  resolutions 
they  have  lately  forwarded  to  the  Government ;  Ae 
language  contained  in  the  Grievance  Report  of  this 
province,  in  the  petitions  now  forwarded  by  the 
House  of  Assembly  of  Upper  Canada  against  me, 
and  in  Mr.  Speaker  Papineau's  letter  to  Mr.  Speaker 
Bidwell,  are  in  my  humble  judgment  subversive 
of  all  discipline,  and  totally  irreconcilable  with 
the  allegiance  due  from  its  colonies  to  the  British 
Empire. 

I  feel  quite  confident  that  if  such  language  be 
received  by  his  Majesty's  Government  without  a 
stem  rebuke  it  will  be  aggravated ;  and  I  therefore 
earnestly  express  my  hope  that  your  Lordship  will 
deem  it  proper  to  reprobate  the  reception  which  I,  at 
the  bearer  of  your  remedial  measuresy  have  met  with 
by  the  House  of  Assembly,  and  that  you  will  by 
your  expressions  firmly  support  me  in  the  course 
I  have  pursued. 

I  have,  &c. 

F.  B.  Head. 
The  Lord  Glenelg,  &c.  &c.  &c. 


The  reader  will  soon  perceive  that,  instead  of  sup- 
portiiig  me  in  the  course  I  had  pursued,  and  instead 
oi  reprobating  the  author  of  the  92  Resolutions  in 
Lower  Canada,  and  the  conduct  of  Mr.  Speaker 
Bidwell  in  the  Upper  Province,  his  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment, after  the  receipt  of  this  despatch,  obtained 
the  royal  assent  to  the  Road  Bills  I  had  reserved^ 
thus  restoring  to  Radical  Road  Commissioners  the 
disposition  of  road  money  which  had  notoriously  been 
misapplied  to  the  basest  political  purposes ! 

Not  satisfied  with  this,  his  Majesty's  Government 
Gomronnicated  to  me  their  desire  that  Mr.  Bidwell, 
like  the  author  of  the  92  Resolutions  in  Lower 
Canada,  should  be  exalted  to  the  Judicial  Bench,  not- 
withstanding the  recommendations  contained  in  the 
three  following  despatches ! 


No.  28. 
1.  Toronto,  27th  April,  1836. 

Mt  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  a 
letter  which  Mr.  Papineau,  Speaker  of  the  As- 
sendi^ly  of  the  Lower  Province,  has  addressed  to 
Mr.  Bidwell,  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of 
Upper  Canada. 

I  conceive  that  the  traitorous  and  revolutionary 
language  it  contains,  as  well  as  the  terms  in  which 
it  speaks  of  your  Lordship,  need  no  comment ;  but  I 
will  only  observe,  that  although  the  letter  is  dated 
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20th  of  March,  it  was  detained  by  Mr.  Bidweli 
UDtil  a  few  hours  before  I  prorogued  the  LegiBlature, 
and  then  by  him  laid  before  the  House  of  Assembly 
of  this  province. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  mentioning  to  your 
Lordship  that  the  House  of  Assembly  lately  ap- 
pointed three  Commissioners  to  meet  Mr.  Papineau 
and  the  other  two  Commissioners  from  the  Lower 
Province,  and  that  the  individuals  named  for  this 
unconstitutional  object  were  Mr.  Speaker  Bidweli, 
Mr.  Perry,  the  chairman  of  the  committee  to  whom 
was  referred  my  correspondence  with  the  Elxecutive 
Council  (a  gentleman  who  has  lately  uttered  most 
violent  language  against  me  as  well  as  against  the 
British  Government),  and  Mr 


No.  29. 

2.  Toronto,  April  28th,  1836. 

My  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  to  your  Lordship  a 
copy  of  the  minutes  of  the  Executive  Council,  by 
which  it  will  appear  that,  in  withholding  assent  to  the 
money  bills,  and  in  declining  to  grant  the  contingen- 
cies of  the  House  of  Assembly,  I  acted  with  the  ad- 
vice of  my  Council. 

One  of  my  reasons  for  not  granting  the  contin- 
gencies was,  the  knowledge  that  a  large  sum  would 
be  granted  out  of  them,  by  the  Assembly,  to  send  an 
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agent  to  Elngland,  which  I  have  good  reason  for  know- 
ing they  had  detenmned  to  do. 

I  have  just  learned  that  Mr.  Robert  Baldwin,  one 
c^  the  Executive  Council,  leaves  Toronto  this  day  for 
Lcmdon.  It  is  stated  that  he  goes  there  for  the  re- 
covery of  his  health ;  but  it  is  acknowledged  by  his 
party,  that  he  will  be  prepared  to  answer  any  ques- 
tions  which  the  Government  may  feel  disposed  to  put 
to  him.    ^ 

The  system  of  sending  agents  from  the  British 
North  American  Colonies,  and  their  being  received  by 
the  Grovemment,  is  one  which  I  feel  confident  your 
Lordship  vFill  discountenance.* 

The  House  of  Assembly,  or  the  Legislative  Coun- 
cil, or  the  Executive  Council,  or  any  individual  in  the 
colony,  have  a  constitutional  mode  of  making  accusa- 
tions against  the  Governor,  to  which  accusations  he 
has  also  a  constitutional  opportunity  to  reply.  . 

Should  this  not  be  deemed  sufficient,  and  should 
the  novel  course  of  receiving  agents  be  adopted,  then 
I  submit  that,  in  common  justice,  the  party  complain- 
ing should  appoint  one  agent,  and  the  party  com- 
plained of  another,  but  that  one  should  not  be  heard 
without  the  other :  the  inconvenience  of  such  a  system 
must  be  so  apparent,  that  I  feel  confident  your  Lord- 
ship will  not  approve  of  it. 

*  la  this  almost  single  instance  my  reoommendation  was  most 
itiidly  conplied  wklL 
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The  mere  fact  of  its  being  supposed  that  the 
volutionary  party  have  an  agent  at  home,  who  is 
successfully  undermining  the  character  of  the  Lieute* 
nant-Governor,  will  give  great  importance  in  this 
country  to  Mr.  Baldwin's  residence  in  London ;  and 
I  therefore  hope  that,  should  he,  directly  or  indi- 
rectly, communicate  with  the  Colonial  Office,  your 
Lordship  will  give  him  that  style  of  answer,  a  copy 
of  which,  transmitted  to  me,  and  published  in  this 
country,  would  at  once  put  an  end  to  that  sort  of 
left-handed  attacks  upon  the  constitution. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
My  Lord,  &c. 

F.  B.  Head. 

The  Lord  Glenelg,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

No.  38. 
3.  Toronto,  May  19<A,  1836. 

My  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship 
an  address  which  was  this  morning  presented  to  me 
by  a  deputation  from  the  electors  of  this  city,  with 
my  answer  thereto. 

I  would  direct  your  Lordship's  attention  to  the  fact» 
that,  at  the  last  general  election  for  the  city,  the  total 
number  of  votes  that  were  polled  amounted  to  512, 
and  thtit  to  the  present  address  there  are  attached 
no  less  than  461  signatures. 

T  have  also  the  honour  to  transmit  an  address  from 


the  dectors  of  the  county  of  Lennox,  of  which  Mr. 
Speaker  Bid  well  and  Mr.  Perry  (the  chairman  of  the 
committee,  who  drew  up  the  report  on  the  correspond- 
ence with  my  late  Executive  Council)  are  at  present 
the  members.  It  will  explain  to  your  Lordship  the 
reaction  which  is  taking  place  in  this  province. 

I  may  also  observe,  that  I  have  this  evening  re- 
ceived official  information,  that  1200  electors  of  the 
Gore  district  are  coming  down  in  a  body  to  Toronto 
to  present  to  me,  in  person,  an  address,  strongly  sup- 
porting me  in  the  measures  I  have  adopted. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
My  Lord, 
Your  Lordship's  most  obedient  servant 

F.  B.  Head. 
The  Lord  Glenelg,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

No.  40.     , 

Toronto,  May  28<A,  1836. 

Mt  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  a 
o^y  of  a  Gazette  Extraordinary,  by  which  it  will  ap- 
pear that  I  this  day  dissolved  the  Provincial  Parlia- 

flMDt. 

The  new  elections  will  be  concluded  on  27th  June. 

The  number  of  signatures  attached  to  the  loyal 
iddresses  which  I  liave  received  already  amount  to 
^,100 ;  many  others  are  on  their  way. 

h2 
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(Private.)  Toronto,  May  28<A,  1836. 

My  Lord, 

My  official  communication  of  this  day's  date  will 
inform  your  Lordship  that  I  have  this  day  dissolved 
the  Provincial  Parliament. 

Of  course  a  most  violent  contest  will  take  place,  and 
I  need  hardly  observe  that  it  is  one  upon  which  our 
possession  of  the  Canadas  may  almost  be  said  to  de- 
pend. 

Sensible  as  I  am  of  its  importance,  I  feel  calm  and 
tranquil  as  regards  its  result. 

In  South  America,  truth  and  justice  carried  me 
through  difficulties  even  greater  than  those  I  have 
now  to  contend  with,  and  I  have  the  firmest  reliance 
they  will  again  be  triumphant. 

I  enclose  to  your  Lordship  a  printed  oopy  of  an 
answer  I  this  day  gave  to  one  of  the  numerous  ad- 
dresses. 

In  all  my  other  answers  I  have  been  cool  and  calm ; 
but  in  this  1  have  made  an  exception,  because  I  have 
long  determined  to  notice  that  letter  which  Papineau 
addressed  to  Mr.  Speaker  Bidwell. 

The  fact  is,  Papineau  as  well  as  Bidwell,  and  all 
their  party,  have  long  endeavoured  to  inculcate  the 
idea,  that  the  whole  of  the  population  of  the  Canadas 
are  "  united,  to  a  man  " — that  they  only  tolerate  the 
British  Government,  and  that,  consequently,  they  can 
throw  it  off  when  they  please. 

Now,  I  think  it  highly  necessary  that  this  artful 
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spell  should  be  broken — ^that  the  truth  should  be 
proYed,  and  I  have  therefore  done  so  effectually. 

I  am  quite  sure  that  my  answer  ^  will  do  Papineau 
die  greatest  possible  injury;  for  it  will  prove  his 
theory  to  have  been  false.  It  will  re-animate  the 
loyalists ;  and  as  our  mUitia  regiments  all  assemble 
for  a  few  days  on  the  4th  of  June,  the  appeal  will 
stir  them  up,  and  turn  their  votes  in  the  right  direc<» 
ticm. 

I  am  aware  that  the  answer  may  be  cavilled  at  in 
Downing-street,  for  I  know  it  is  not  exactly  according 
to  Hoyle.  Mah,  man  seigneur^  croyez-vau9  done 
fii'oii  fosse  des  revolutions  avec  de  Feau  de  rose  f 
It  is  impossible  to  put  down  republicanism  by  soft 
words. 
1  have  only  one  moment,  as  the  mail  is  starting. 

I  remain, 
Your  Lordship's  faithful  and  obedient  servant, 

F.  B.  Heap 
The  Lord  Gknelg,  &c.  &c.  frc. 


He  reader  will  have  observed  the  heavy  difficulties 
I  had  to  contend  with,  not  only  in  Upper  Canada,  but 
ttk  England.  The  following  despatch  will  moreover 
exjilain  that,  although  1  was  privately  on  amicable 
terms  Ynth  the  Commissioners  of  Inquiry  in  Lower 
Canada,  yet  that  I  found  it  so  utterly  impossible  to 

•  "  Let  them  come  if  they  dare!** 
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subscribe  to  the  policy  they  were  ordered  to  pursue, 
that  I  respectfully  tendered  to  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment my  resignation. 

"  Toronto,  June  Ut,  1836. 
My  Lord, 

I  have  received  from  Lord  Gosford  and  the  Com- 
missioners of  Inquiry,  a  copy  of  their  reports  to  your 
Lordship  on  the  Executive  Council,  and  I  have  had 
an  interview  with  Sir  George  Gipps,'  who  was  here 
two  days  ago,  on  his  way  to  Niagara. 

It  may  have  appeared  strange  to  your  Lordship 
that,  during  the  short  time  that  has  elapsed  since  my 
arrival  here,  I  should  have  twice  respectfully  tendered 
to  your  Lordship  my  resignation  of  the  station  I  hold. 

The  ostensible  reason  which  I  gave  for  so  serious 
a  proposal  was,  that  my  income  and  rank  were  in- 
adequate, as  I  still  declare  them  to  be,  to  the  duties 
I  had  to  perform ;  but  having  read  the  Commissioners' 
Report,  and  having  conversed  with  Sir  George  Gipps, 
of  whose  talents  and  probity  I  am  deeply  sensible,  1 
have  resolved  to  hesitate  no  longer  to  confess  to  your 
Lordship,  that  I  do  not  agree  in  opinion  with  the 
Commissioners  of  Inquiry;  and  that  I  have  long 
felt  I  should  eventually  embarrass  them  by  remaining 
in  this  country.  I  should  not  do  justice  to  myself, 
or  act  frankly  towards  your  Lordship,  the  Governor- 
General,  or  Commissioners,  were  I  any  longer  to 
conceal  that,  as  regards  their  policy,  I  have  not  an 
idea  in  connnon  with  them. 
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The  very  first  act  of  my  administration  was  a 
deliberate  departure  from  the  course  they  adopted. 
I  perfectly  well  knew,  and  I  stated  it  to  your  Lord- 
ship, that  by  not  giving  to  the  legislature  of  this 
province  the  Commissioners'  version. of  their  instruc- 
tions, I  should  seriously  embarrass  them :  at  the 
same  time  I  could  not  make  up  my  mind  to  conceal 
the  truth,  and  I  therefore  promulgated  the  instructions 
themselves,  in  puris  naturalibus,  although  I  was 
sensible  it  might  cause  my  recall. 

In  the  Commissioners*  Report  respecting  the 
Executive  Council,  they  build  their  recommendations 
on  the  foundation,  ''  that  the  weightiest  accounta* 
bility  which  can  attach  to  any  man,  in  matters  of  a 
public  nature,  for  which  he  is  not  punishable  by 
law,  or  by  loss  of  office,  is  accountability  to  public 
opinion.^^ 

To  this  doctrine  I  have  never  been  able  to  sub- 
scribe; on  the  contrary,  I  have  always  considered 
that  every  man  in  office  should  make  public  opinion 
follow  him,  and  never  attempt  to  follow  it. 

However,  upon  this  foundation  the  Commissioners 
pix>ject  plans  which,  consistently  with  then*  theory, 
are  avowedly  framed  '^  to  secure  as  much  as  possible 
of  the  confidence  of  the  people." 

In  the  contest  which  I  have  had  with  the  House 
of  Assembly  here,  my  argument  has  been  that  the 
Governor  and  his  Executive  Council  ibrm  the  great 
constitutional  counterpoise  to  the  representatives  of 
the  people ;  and  that  in  proportion  us  the  Provincial 
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Legislafave  Council  is  deficient  in  the  rank,  wealth, 
and  superior  education  which  give  influence  to  our 
House  of  Lords,  so  it  is  necessary  that  the  Govemor 
and  his  Council  should  he  enabled  to  withstand  the 
democratic  pressure  which,  in  the  British  constitu- 
tion, it  is  as  much  as  the  King  and  the  House  of 
Lords  can  do  to  resist.  I  therefore  consider  that  the 
Commissioners'  recommendation  of  attempting  to 
conciliate  partly  public  opinion  by  forming  the  Exe- 
cutive Council  out  of  the  two  Houses  of  the  L^^ 
lature— or,  in  other  words,  out  of  the  very  elements 
it  is  intended  to  control,  is  a  fatal  error. 

I  also  consider,  that  to  absolve  the  Governor's 
council  from  secrecy  would  render  it  absolutely  im-> 
possible  for  him  to  consult  them ;  for  as  he  is  only 
supposed  to  consult  them  on  subjects  upon  which  he 
feels  his  judgment  to  be  rickety,  the  confession  to 
them  of  his  own  weakness  would,  if  made  public, 
ruin  his  authority  by  depriving  him  of  respect. 

Besides  this,  if  a  councillor  were  permitted  to 
declare  what  measure  he  had  twt  advised,  he  would 
equally  be  at  liberty  to  declare  what  measures  he 
had  advised  ;  aud,  if  these  were  popular  measures, 
the  Governor  of  this  colony,  besides  having  to  stand 
against  democracy,  would  also  have  to  bear  against 
the  additional  odium  of  having  stood  against  the 
popularity-hunting  advice  of  his  Council  ;  which, 
altogether,  would  in  practice  be  more  than  he  could 
bear. 

But  the  Report  of  the  Commissioners  respecting 
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the  Executive  Council  forms  but  a  single  feature  in 
the  whole  picture  of  their  policy,  which  to  my  mind 
has  a  democratic  character  to  which  I  cannot  con- 
soientiously  accord. 

1  can  declare  to  your  Lordship,  that,  before  I 
csme  to  this  country,  many  of  my  friends  fancied  I 
was  a  radical,  and,  indeed,  I  almost  fancied  I  was  one 
myself,  for  in  all  the  countries  I  have  ever  visited 
I  really  have  been  devotedly  attached  to  what  is  vul- 
garly called  the  liberty  of  the  subject,  but  I  cannot 
go  as  far  as  the  G)mmissioners ;  and  I  feel  it  only 
due  to  them,  and  to  your  Lordship,  to  state  so. 

For  instance,  I  consider  that  the  language  of  the 
93  Resolutions  of  Lower  Canada  was  not  only  in- 
sulting to  the  British  Government,  but  traitorous. 

If  this  be  true,  it  unavoidably  follows  that  the 
author  of  these  resolutions  is  a  traitor,  and  to  create 
him  a  judge  was,  in  my  humble  opinion,  to  place 
on  the  British  bench  one  whose  proper  situation  was 
the  dock. 

I  consider  that,  in  a  British  colony,  British 
initeresU  should  be  pairamaunt,  and  that  in  these 
provinces  we  should  foster  them  by  every  means  in 
our  power,  by  infusing  into  the  country  our  redundant 
populatbn,  and  by  giving  nothing  to  aliens  but  their 
bare  rights. 

I  do  not  in  the  slightest  degree  presume  to  offer 
these  observations  as  complaints  against  the  Commis- 
ooners,  or  even  as  suggestions  worthy  your  Lord- 
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ship's  consideration  ;  but  merely  as  a  confession  that 
my  principles  and  opinions  differ  completely  from 
those  of  gentlemen  under  whom,  I  believe,  I  should 
act^  and  with  whom,  I  am  sure,  it  is  highly  advisable 
I  should  concur. 

As  long  as  I  could  continue  neutral,  my  opinioiis 
were  concealed  in  my  own  breast,  but  every  hour 
drives  me  to  the  necessity  of  taking  decisive  mea- 
sures ;  and  as  the  Commissioners  and  I  are  now 
acting  in  opposite  directions,  I  feel  quite  confident 
that  sooner  or  later  the  principles  which  govern  us 
must  be  suspected  to  be  different,  and  that,  the  mo« 
ment  the  truth  is  elicited,  embarrassments  of  a  very 
serious  nature  must  ensue.  The  British  population 
of  both  the  Canadas  is  now  leaning  with  its  whole 
weight  upon  me,  instead,  as  it  ought  to  do,  upon  the 
Commissioners  ;  I  therefore  feel  I  am  doing  his  Ma- 
jesty's Government  more  harm  than  good — ^that  being 
the  lesser  power  I  really  ought  to  retire — and  I  have 
no  hesitation  in  recommending  to  your  Lordship  that 
I  should  do  so. 

There  exist,  in  the  Commission  of  Inquiry,  opinioDS 
openly  promulgated  which  many  may  term  liberal, 
to  which  I  cannot  and  never  will  subscribe ;  but,  far 
from  wishing  to  oppose  them,  I  only  desire  to  offer 
to  your  Lordship  to  yield  to  them  the  field. 

I  have,  &c., 

F.  B.  Head. 

The  Lord  Glenelg,  &c.,  &c.  &c. 
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Although  in  the  foregoing  despatch  1  divulged  to 
his  Majesty *8  Government  my  opinion  concerning 
the  Commission  of  Inquiry^  the  high  jurisdiction  of 
which  extended  to  Upper  Canada,  yet  in  doing  so  I 
felt  it  but  right,  1st — to  tender  my  resignation; 
and,  Sndly,  to  make  the  Commission  aware  of  the 
opinions  I  entertained,  by  communicating  them 
almost  literally  in  a  letter  to  Sir  Charles  Grey. 

As  his  Majesty's  Government,  in  reply  to  my  com- 
munication, declined  to  lay  my  resignation  before  the 
King,  I  could  not,  as  I  desired,  "  yield  to  them 
the  field  ;"  and  as  the  Government  did  not  call  upon 
me  to  explain  my  meaning,  I  had  no  opportunity  of 
doing  so  :  but  as  the  despatch  has  now  become  pub- 
lic, I  feel  it  a  duty  I  owe  to  the  Commission  pre- 
cisely to  explain  my  meaning. 

In  the  Commission  there  existed  one  gentleman  of 
whose  talent  and  probity  I  have  already  spoken  in 
high  terms.  His  abilities  were  good,  his  power  of 
writing  uncommon,  but  his  political  principles  were 
(tensive  to  almost  the  whole  of  the  British  popula- 
tion. The  freedom  (which  surely  must  be  known 
even  in  this  country)  with  which  he  avowed  them 
was  a  subject  of  general  regret ;  and  although  I  could 
not  but  admire  the  honesty  with  which  he  spoke  his 
mind,  yet  when  I  found  that  even  at  a  large  party, 
expressly  invited  to  meet  him  at  the  Government  House 
at  Toronto,  in  Upper  Canada,  he  advocated  his  prin- 
ciples so  undisguisedly,  that,  on  his  leaving  the  room, 


108 

one  of  the  public  officers  observed,  loud  enough  for  me 
to  hear  him, ''  That  gentleman  should  be  reoallcNi!"  I 
felt  it  my  duty^  though  he  was  personally  my  friend, 
to  express  what  I  did  in  my  despatch,  and  having 
done  this  "  to  yield  to  him  the  field." 

The  feeling  in  the  Canadas  among  the  British 
party  was,  on  this  subject,  right  or  wrong,  so  Btrong^ 
that,  on  this  gentleman  returning  to  England,  it  was 
a  subject  of  considerable  speculation  to  observe  in 
what  way  a  person  who  was  known  to  have  honestly 
expressed  such  sentiments  would  be  received  by  the 
Colonial  Office ;  and  they  were  equally  astonished  and 
disheartened  (to  no  one  ivas  the  moral  more  appalling 
than  to  myself),  when  they  saw  it  very  shortly  an* 
nounced  that,  out  of  the  whole  population  of  Great 
Britain,  he  was  selected  by  his  Majesty's  Government 
to  be  placed  at  the  head  of  one  of  the  most  rising  and 
important  of  our  colonies.  On  this  appointment  I 
have  no  comment  to  offer,  and  I  most  deeply  regret 
the  necessity  which  has  called  for  even  what  I  have 
said. 

The  foUowng  despatches  on  various  subjects  will 
speak  for  themselves. 

Toronto,  June  22,  1836 
My  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship 

a  newspaper  published  here,  entitled  the  Correspond 

ent  and  Advocate,    which  contains  a  letter    from 

Mr.  M'Kenzie,  of  which  the  following  is  an  extract 
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''The  people  of  Lower  Canada  and  the  Upper 
Canada  Reformers  especially  direct  their  views  to 
four  important  objects,  not  one  of  which  will  be  con«- 
eeded,  as  I  believe,  until  it  be  too  late.  They  are 
— an  elective  Legislative  Council;  an  Executive 
Coimcil  responsible  to  public  opinion;  the  control 
over  the  whole  provincial  revenue  to  be  in  the  Le- 
gislature; and  the  British  Parliament  and  the 
Colonial  Office  to  cease  their  interference  in  our 
ktemal  concerns.'* 

As  the  Republicans  in  the  Canadas  generally 
mask  their  designs  by  professions  of  attachment  to 
tke  mother-country,  I  think  it  is  important  to  re^ 
eord  diis  admission  on  the  part  of  Mr.  M'Kenzie 
of  the  traitorous  object  which  the  Reformers  of  this 
province  have  in  view. 

I  have.  Sec. 
F.  B.  Head. 

No.  56. 

Toronto,  Upper  Canada, 
8<A  July,  1836. 
Mt  Lord, 

The  important  subject  of  this  despatch  is  to  inform 
your  Lordship  of  the  result  of  the  elections  which 
have  taken  place  here  in  consequence  of  my  having 
dissolved  the  Provincial  Legislature  on  the  28th  of 

As  soon  as  I  determined  on  the  5th  of  March  last 
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to  make  a  stand  against  the  unconstitutional  demands 
of  my  late  Executive  Gouncfllors  (which,  as  your 
Lordship  is  aware,  were  strenuously  supported  by  the 
House  of  Assembly),  I  became  sensible  that  the  only 
practicable  method  of  breaking  the  republican  party 
was  by  opening  the  eyes  of  the  people  to  the  traitorous 
designs  of  those  who  were  leading  them  insensibly 
to  revolution. 

In  proportion  as  the  Constitutionists  were  ob- 
served to  rally  round  the  British  flag  (which  I  hoisted 
for  the  first  time  in  the  history  of  the  Province  on  the 
roof  of  the  Government  House),  the  Republicans 
felt  it  necessary  to  make  on  their  part  every  possible 
exertion ;  and  as  the  period  for  the  elections  gradually 
approached,  it  became  evident  to  every  reflecting  man 
in  Lower  Canada,  that  by  the  conflict  about  to  take 
place  in  the  Upper  Province,  Mr.  Papineau*8  power 
would  either  be  materially  increased  or  diminished, 
inasmuch  as  in  one  of  my  replies  I  had  noticed  his 
letter  to  Mr.  Speaker  Bid  well  as  follows  : — 

*'But  as  Mr.  Speaker  Papineau  has  thought  proper  to 
promulgate  in  this  province,  '  that  the  people  of  the  CanadaSi 
labouring  under  the  accumulative  wrongs  proceeding  from 
an  Act  of  Parliament,  vnite  as  a  man,*  I  feel  it  necessary 
publicly  to  repudiate  that  assertion,  by  declaring  what  the 
state  of  opinion  in  Upper  Canada  really  is. 

*'  The  people  of  Upper  Canada  detest  democracy  ;  they 
revere  their  Constitutional  Charter,  and  are  consequently 
staunch  in  allegiance  to  their  King. 
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*'  They  are  perfectly  aware  that  there  exists  in  the  Lower 
Province  one  or  two  individuals  who  inculcate  the  idea  that 
this  province  is  ahout  to  be  disturbed  by  the  interference  of 
foreigners,  whose   power  and  whose  numbers  will  prove 
invincible. 

''In  the  name  of  every  regiment  of  militia  in  Upper 
Canada,  I  publicly  promulgate,  let  them  come  if  they 
darer 

The  elections  commenced  on  the  20th  of  June,  and 
the  struggle,  as  might  be  expected,  was  a  desperate 
one.  I  am  happy  however  to  inform  your  Lordship, 
that  the  result  has  been  successful,  and  that  truth 
and  justice  have  as  usual  prevailed. 

In  the  late  House  of  Assembly  the  Republicans 
had  a  majority  of  eleven.  In  the  present  House 
of  Assembly  the  Constitutionists  have  a  majority  of 
tmnty-five  (there  being  now  forty-five  constitu* 
tional  members,  and  only  seventeen  republican !) 

In  the  late  House  there  were  thirteen  American 
members ;  in  the  present  House  there  are  only  seven, 
one  of  whom  is  a  Constitutionist. 

Among  the  Republicans  who  have  lost  their 
election  are  the  following  names : 

"1.  Mr  Speaker  Bid  well,*  the  twin  or  Siamese 
companion  of  Mr.  Speaker  Papineau. 
"  2.  Mr.  Peter  Perry,  the  most  powerful,  as  well 

♦  The  Grovemment  insisting  on  elevating  Mr.  Bidwell  to  the  bench, 
alter  they  had  received  this  despatch,  is  surely  incomprehensible. 
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as  the  leading  speaker  of  the  Republicans ;  the  chair- 
man of  the  committee  to  whom  was  referred  my 
correspondence  with  my  Executive  Council. 

"  3.  Mr.  W.  L.  M*Kenzie,  the  Chairman  of  the 
Grievance  Report,  and  arch-agitator  of  this  province.** 

As  a  single  example  of  the  reaction  which  has 
lately  taken  place  in  the  public  mind,  I  may  state 
that  the  Solicitor-general,  who  is  the  leader  of  the 
constitutional  party  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  was 
returned  without  opposition ;  that  Mr.  M'Lean,  the 
late  constitutional  Speaker,  was  returned  at  the  head 
of  his  poll ;  while  Mr.  Speaker  Bidwell,  the  avowed 
advocate  for  republican  institutions,  was  the  lovFest 
of  the  four  candidates  for  his  county. 

The  effect  which  the  election  has  produced  in 
this  country,  and  the  excitement  it  will  cause  in 
Lower  Canada,  I  will  not  attempt  to  describe,  but 
will  only  express  a  hope  that  it  will,  in  your  Lord- 
ship's estimation,  sufficiently  defend  the  course  of 
policy  which  I  have  adopted  on  my  arrival  at  this 
province,  and  wliich  I  had  the  honour  to  explain  w 
your  Lordship  in  my  despatch  of  the  5th  of  February, 
as  follows : — 

''Under  these  ckcumstances  I  considered  that 
the  great  danger  I  had  to  avoid,  was  the  slightait 
attempt  to  conciliate  any  party ;  and  that  the  only 
course  for  me  to  adopt,  was  to  act  fearlessly,  undis- 
guisedly,  and  straightforwardly  for  the  interests  of  a 
the  country,  to  tlirow  myself  on  the  good  sense  and  i 
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good  feeUng  of  the  people,  and  alnde  a  result  which 
I  firmly  believe  will  be  triumphant." 

I  have  the  honour  to  be^ 
My  Lord, 
Your  lordship's  most  obedient  servant, 

F.  B.  Head. 

Tbd  Lord  Glenelg,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

No.  67. 

Toront4>,  I6th  July,  1836. 
Mt  Lord, 

In  my  last  despatch.  No.  56,  dated  8th  instant, 
I  bad  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordship,  that  our 
elections  have  added  forty  constitutional  votes  to  the 
House  of  Assembly,  which  is  composed,  as  your 
Lordship  is  aware,  of  sixty-two  members. 

"The  republican  minority  of  course  feel  that 
Aeir  cause  is  desperate ;  and,  as  a  last  dying  struggle, 
they  have,  I  understand,  been  assembling  at  To- 
ronto night  after  night,  for  the  purpose  of  appealing 
br  assistance  to  his  Majesty's  Government ! 

Their  oonventioiis  are  so  secret  that  it  is  im- 
ponible  for  me  to  know  what  passes  there ;  but  I 
iave  been  informed,  that  they  have  actually  despatched 
Dr.  Duncombe,*  (an  American,  and  a  rank  republi- 

.  *  This  Dr.  Duncombe  crossed  the  Atlantic  on  his  secret  mission 
mudrr  a  false  name.  On  arriving  in  London  he  of  course  went  to  Mr. 
Hvme,  who  seconded  his  charges  against  me  of  having  "  fabricated 

I 
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can)  with   complaints  of  eome  sort  respecting  the 
election. 

I  also  beg  to  state  to  your  Lordship,  that  I  ex- 
pect that  Dr.  Baldwin,  Mr.  Qearge  Ridaut  and  Mr. 
Small,  whom  I  have  felt  it  necessary  to  dismiss  finom 
the  situations  they  respectively  hold,  in  consequence 
of  the  disrespectful  language  they  have  publidy 
used  against  me,  will  also  seek  to  be  supported  by 
his  Majesty's  Government. 

I  feel  confident  that  your  Lordship  will  discoun- 
tenance this  dark,  unconstitutional  practice  of  de- 
spatching agents  from  the  province  to  bis  Majesty's 
Government,  to  make  secret  complaints  against  the 
Lieutenant-Governor,  which,  of  course,  it  is  impossible 
for  him  to  repel. 

I  will  therefore  merely  assure  your  Lordship  that 
in  the  elections,  as  well  as  in  the  prompt  dismissal  of 
a  few  of  the  ringleaders  of  the  Repuhlicans^  I  have 
acted  cautiotisly  and  conscientiously . 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
My  Lord, 
Your  Lordship's  most  obedient  servant, 

F.  B.  H£AD. 

The  Lord  Glenelg,  &c.  &c.  &c. 


Totes/'  On  his  return  to  Upper  Canada  he  failed  even  to  appear 
before  the  House  of  Assembly  to  substantiate  any  one  of  hb  alle- 
gations, became  a  traitor  in  arms,  ran  away,  and  a  reward  of  bM. 
is  now  offered  for  his  apprehension. 
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No.  60. 
Toronto.  23rd  July,  1836. 
M T  Lord, 

Until  I  know  whether  my  past  proceedings  have 
been  a{^>roved  of  or  eondemned>  it  feels  cheerless  to 
enter  upon  the  consideration  of  the  future :  however, 
as  it  16  absolutely  necessary  to  consider  what  should 
be  done  at  the  meeting  of  the  Provincial  Legislature 
which  might  possibly  take  place  in  November,  I 
feel  it  my  duty  to  submit  to  your  Lordship  a  few 
observations. 

In  an  evil  hour  we  fatally  surrendered,  without 
bloodshed,  the  duties  levied  under  14  Geo.  III.,* 
the  consequence  of  which  has  been,  that  the  Repub- 
licans, instead  of  thanking  us,  have  called  upon  us 
also  to  surrender  the  hereditary  revenues  of  the 
Crown. 

Your  Lordship  took  the  pains  of  ordering  in  detail 
a  remedy  for  every  single  grievance  in  Mr.  M'Ken- 
zie's  volume,  and  the  Republicans  instantly  repaid 
yott  by  calling  for  an  immediate  surrender  of  the 
power  and  responsibility  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor. 
Little  now  remains  in  our  hands,  and  if  that  little  be 
conceded,  if  we  give  up  the  hereditary  and  territorial 
revenues  of  the  Crown,  in  my  humble  opinion  we 

*  See  the  Duke  of  Wellington's  admirable  protest  ag^ainst  this 
&U]  measure. 

i2 
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have  King  Lear's  fate  before  us^  without  his  plea  ai 
inexperience. 

I  need  hardly  observe  to  your  Liordship,  that  thtf 
British  Constitution  was  granted  to  the  inhabitants 
of  the  Canadas,  merely  for  the  internal  government 
of  their  own  property,  and  their  own  afEeurs ;  not  to 
entitle  them  to  claim  possession  oS  the  property  o( 
the  parent  state  !  If  once  this  distinction  be  con- 
founded, not  only  will  the  property  of  the  Crown  be 
in  danger,  but  the  colony  will  actually  be  encouraged 
to  demand  its  separation  from  the  mother-country ; 
but  if  the  Crown  voluntarily  surrenders  its  actual 
property  in  this  colony,  before  it  has  imbibed  from 
the  mother-country  a  hundredth  part  of  the  redundant 
population  it  is  capable  of  sustaining,  it  may  with 
equal  justice  be  required  to  surrender  its  juris* 
diction. 

I  feel  quite  confident  that  if  the  Lieutenant-Gover- 
nor of  this  province,  whoever  he  may  be,  will  act 
with  common  firmness,  he  will  not  be  seriously  em- 
barrassed by  this  refusal  on  the  part  of  his  Majesty ^s 
Government ;  and  if  the  territorial  revenues  were 
placed  at  the  Lieutenant  Governor's  disposal,  under 
such  orders  and  precautions  as  his  Majesty's  Grovern- 
ment  might  think  proper  to  direct,  to  be  judiciously 
applied  by  him  to  those  sort  of  improvements  (such 
as  road-making  for  instance)  which  would  benefit 
the  mother-country  as  well  as  the  province,  or  if 
necessary,  to  be  temporarily  mthheld,  I  believe  that 
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tke  country,  instead  of  factiously  opposing  the  Lieu« 
tenant- Governor,  would  feel  it  their  interest  (which 
at  present  it  is  not)  to  live  upon  good  terms  with 
him ;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  whatever,  that,  being 
disinterested,  being  unconnected  with  all  jobs  and 
local  speculations,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the 
province  could  direct  the  expenditure  of  the  here- 
ditary revenues  of  the  Crown  with  greater  advantage 
to  the  country  than  if  they  were  to  be  intrusted  to 
the  people's  representatives.'*' 

Whether  the  Lieutenant-Governor  or  the  House 
of  Assembly  is  to  have  the  expenditure  of  this  money 
18  the  point  which  I  respectfully  submit  to  your  Lord- 
ship's consideration. 

In  my  humble  opinion  it  should  be  given  to  His 
Majesty's  representative. 

1st.  Because  it  is  the  property  of  the  Crown,  and 
not  the  i»operty  of  the  people ;  and 

2ndly.  Because  it  is  politic  to  give  the  Lieute- 
nant-Governor every  possible  constitutional  support, 
and  impolitic  to  throw  that  which  legitimately 
belongs  to  his  influence  into  the  scale  of  the  House 

*  The  Legixlative  Council,  in  their  late  able  '*  Report  on  the  State 
of  the  Province,'*  in  speaking  of  the  proposed  surrender  to  Upper 
Guttda  of  the  casual  and  territorial  revenues,  in  most  disinterested 
tenM  declare,  **  Ihat  they  are  far  from  being  impressed  with  the 
eonvietioQ  that  such  a  relinquishment  of  \hejusi  rights  andpreroga- 
thet  of  the  Crown  will  contribute  to  the  welfare  of  the  colony.' 
Yet,  against  the  advice  of  two  branches  of  the  Legislature,  the  Colo- 
nial OiBee  iniist  on  surrendering  them ! 
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of  Assembly,  which  already  too  clearly  prepon 
derates. 

I  have  not  yet  been  able  to  determine  when  the 
Legislature  will  assemble ;  but  as  it  is  very  possible 
that  it  may  be  advisable  it  should  do  bo  early  io 
November,  I  hope  to  receive  immediate  instructions. 

I  have,  &c., 

F.  B.  Head. 
The  Lord  Glenelg,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

Ritom  to  Toroato»  after  a  two  months'  Inspectional  Tour  of  the 
Frofiooee — Suboiit  to  His  Majesty*s  Government  a  Memorandum 
on  the  Political  State  of  the  Canadas— Also  a  Memorandum  on 
the  Indian  Tribes — ^Remonstrate  with  the  Government — ^Adhere 
to  the  Opinion  that  the  Casual  and  Territorial  Revenues  should 
not  be  surrendered^ — Reply  to  Mr.  Ex-Speaker  Bidwell's  Accusa- 
tion— Loyal  Address  fh>m  the  Speaker  of  the  new  House  of  As- 
sembly on  granting  the  Supplies. 

In  my  inspectional  tour,  which  occupied  about  two 
months,  I  traversed  Upper  Canada  from  the  extreme 
south  to  the  eastern  district,  and  from  thence  to  the 
western  boundary. 

I  generaUy  travelled  with  two  attendants  ;  and,  as 
a  considerable  portion  of  the  journey  was  necessarily 
performed  on  horseback,  I  had  an  opportunity  of  con- 
versing on  very  agreeable  and  easy  terms  with  the 
yeomen  and  farmers,  who  generally  assembled  to  ride 
with  methrough  their  respective  districts,  and  proceed- 
ing considerable  distances,  I  had  thus  an  opportunity 
of  conversing  through  the  day  with  various  sets  of 
farmers.  In  my  visits  to  the  Indians  it  was  found 
inconvenient  to  carry  a  tent,  and  accordingly  my  aid- 
de-camp  and  I  lived  in  the  open  air,  and  at  night  slept 
on  the  ground. 

Nothing  can  be  more  leasonable  than  that  his 
Majesty's  Government  should  withhold  their  support 
from  any  officer  in  their  service  who  conscientiously 


advocates  in  his  despatches  principles  differing  from 
their  own ;  but  that  my  humble  opinion  on  the  poli- 
tical state  of  the  Canadas,  and  of  the  Indians, 
should  on  that  account  have  been  withheld  from  the 
public,  when  every  report,  even  of  disagreementt 
proceeding  from  Lord  Gosford  and  the  CommissionerB 
of  Inquiry  in  Lower  Canada,  was  liberally  submitted 
by  his  Majesty's  Government  to  both  Houses  of  Par- 
liament, to  enable  them  to  form  their  judgment  on 
the  Canada  question,  appears  to  me  inexplicable. 


No.  79. 

Toronto,  Upper  Canada,  Oct  8,  1836. 
My  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  I 
have  issued  a  proclamation  convening  the  Legislature 
of  this  province  for  the  despatch  of  business  on  Tues- 
day, the  8th  of  November  next. 

I  had,  as  your  Lordship  is  aware,  fixed  upon  the 
end  of  November ;  but  in  consequence  of  the  state  of 
affairs  in  Lower  Canada,  I  have  considered  that  his 
Majesty's  Government  would  probably  like  to  have 
before  them,  at  the  meeting  of  the  Imperial  Par- 
liament, the  actual  result  of  the  whole  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  session  of  this  Legislature,  and  I  therefore 
fixed  on  the  day  I  have  mentioned. 

I  have,  &c. 

F.  B.  Head. 

The  Lord  Glenelg,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
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No.  86. 
Toronto,  Upper  Canada,  Oct.  28,  1836. 

Mt   IjORD, 

I   have  the  honour  to  submit  to  your  Lordship 

a  short  memorandum  on  the  present  political  state  of 

the  Ganadas. 

I  have,  &c. 

F.  B.  Head. 
The  Lord  Glenelg,  &c.  &c.  &c. 


Memorandum  on  the  present  Political  State  of  the 

Canada^. 

During  the  inspectional  tour  I  have  lately  con- 
cluded, I  have  been  occupied  two  months  in  calmly 
observing  the  moral  feeling  of  this  province. 

Avoiding  addresses  of  congratulation,  or  any* 
thing  that  could  cause  political  excitement,  I  have 
mingled  vi^ith  men  of  practical  intelligence,  and  have 
listened  to  the  variety  of  opinions  they  offered  to  me, 
with  the  same  attention  with  which,  as  an  Assistant 
Poor  Law  Commissioner,  I  made  myself  acquainted 
with  the  prejudices  and  dilKculties  it  was  then  my 
duty  to  encounter. 

I  have  since  had  full  leisure  and  opportunity 
^ly  to  reflect  upon  all  I  have  seen  and  heard; 
^,  although  I  am  at  this  moment  sensible  how 
mnch  may  possibly  depend  on  the  integrity  of  the 
evidence  I  am  about  to  offer  to  your  Lordship,  and 
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into  what  difficulties  I  may  lead  His  Majesty's  Go« 
vernnieut,  if  by  exaggeration  I  should  induce  tbem 
to  construct  their  remedial  measures  upon  a  falae 
foundation ;  yet,  with  all  this  before  my  mind,  I  have 
no  hesitation  whatever  in  declaring  to  y our  Lordship, 
that  upoti  the  loyalty  of  the  people  of  Upper  Camada 
his  Majesty's  Government  may  now  build  as  upon  a 
rock.  I  declare  to  your  Lordship  that  in  England 
there  does  not  exist  a  more  sensible  attachment  to  the 
British  constitution,  and  to  the  person  of  our  Sovereign^ 
than  here.  The  owners  of  property  in  Upper  Canada 
dislike  democracy:  they  dislike  it  infinitely  more 
than  people  in  England  do,  because  there  it  is  a  fine 
omne-ignotum  pro-magnifico  theory,  that  no  man  un< 
derstands — whereas  here^  it  is  seen  practically  work- 
ing before  our  eyes  in  the  United  States ;  and  it  is 
because  the  British  population  in  Upper  Canada  see 
it  in  operation,  that  they  deliberately  detest  it,  in 
which  feeling,  or  ratlier  judgment,  they  are  joined 
by  many  of  the  Americans  themselves,  who  sorrow- 
fully foresee  that  Lynch  law  must  ere  long  unavoid^ 
ably  treat  their  rights,  their  hard-earned  property, 
and  their  religion,  just  as  the  cataract  of  Niagara 
everlastingly  behaves  to  the  calm,  gliding  waters  of 
Lake  Erie. 

Of  course  there  exists  in  Upper  Canada,  as  in 
England,  a  party  who  desire  to  subvert  the  British 
Constitution ;  but  I  can  assure  yOur  Lordship  that 
this  pai*ty  is^  generally  speaking,  composed  of  people 
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who,  in  paint  of  property  as  well  as  in  point  of 
ciiarai^r>  have  little  or  nothing  to  lose,  and  whose 
opposition  is  therefore,  proportionately,  not  equal 
to  that  which  exists  in  the  mother-country. 

The  opinion  which  so  generally  prevails  in 
Kngiand^  that  a  republican  government  is  better 
suited  to  the  disposition  of  the  Canadian  people  than 
the  British  Constitution,  is  an  error  which  the  simple 
fact  I  am  about  to  mention  ought  to  subvert. 

Fkevious  to  the  late  election,  I  made  the  following 
declaration^  which  was  printed  and  circulated  over 
the  whole  province  : — 

**  The  people  of  Upper  Canada  detest  democracy  ;  they 
revere  their  Constitutional  Charter ;  and  are,  consequently, 
staunch  in  allegiance  to  their  King." 

This  declaration  against  democracy  was,  of  course, 
disapproved  of  by  the  republican  members  of  the 
late  House  of  Assembly ;  and,  consequently,  nothing 
oenld  be  more  clearly  put  to  the  decision  of  the 
inUbitants  of  any  country  than  the  following 
<pie8tion,  which  the  people  of  Upper  Canada  actually 
»bed  of  each  other  on  the  hustings :  **  Do  you  vote 
for  the  House  of  Assembly  or  for  Sir  Francis  Head  ?" 
which  amounted  in  plain  teims  to  this,  "  Are  you 
for  a  republican  government,  or  are  you  not  ?  " 

The  subject  having  been  thus  publicly  sifted, 
<ldNited,  and  argued  for  about  three  months,  the 
^^ct  of  the  people  was  unequivocally  delivered  as 
Wbws : — 
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It  discarded  from  the  House  of  Assembly 

1 .  Mr.  Speaker  Bidwell,  the  avowed  advocate  of 
republican  institutions. 

2.  Mr.  Peter  Perry,  the  leading  supporter  of  these 
doctrines. 

3.  Mr.  W.  L.  M'Kenne,  the  leading  writer  in 
support  of  these  principles. 

*    It  completely  broke  up  the  republican  majority, 
which,  under  the  pretence  of  being  redresaers  of 
grievances,   had   long  insidiously,  but  succesBfiilly, 
obtained  seats  in  the  Assembly :  in  short,  the  result 
of  the  election,  or  in  other  wmtls  of  ^  optm aii#  ofA/e 
people y  was  eventually  declared  to  be  as  follows  :— 
Number  of  Constitutional  members  elected     44 
Number  of  their  Opponents  -----     18 
Of  this  latter  number  (18)  there  were  not  three 
who  dared  openly  to  avow,  before  their  constitaentii, 
a  desire  to   separate  this  colony  from  the  mother- 
country,  or  to  exchange  its  constitution  for  democracy. 
I  feel  it  impossible  to  take  leave  of  the  above 
recited  historical  fact,  without  remarking  how  little 
it   supports    Mr.   Papineau  in   his    assertion,    that 
**  America  is  destined  to  give  repubRcsio  Europe  V^ 
With  respect  to  the  Indians  inhabiting  the  vast 
regions  around  us,  I  can  assure  your  Lordship,  from 
personal  communication  with  these  brave  men,  that, 
in  tlie  event  of  a  war,  all  those  upon  whose  attachment 
we  have  a  just  claim  would,  at  kny  time,  sacrifice 
theii'  lives  for  their  great  father,  the  King,  and  that. 
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if  it  should  be  necessary  to  call  upon  them,  they  would 
come* 

Ha\ring  now  stated  the  result  of  the  observations  I 
have  personally  made  on  the  state  of  public  feeling 
in  Upper  Canada,  I  would  gladly  conclude ;  but  the 
political  state  of  Lower  Canada  is  so  entangled  with 
the  interests  of  this  Upper  Province,  that  I  feel  it  my 
duty  respectiiilly  to  submit  to  your  Lordship  my 
opinion  of  the  remedial  measures  which  ought  to  be 
adopted,  in  order  that  His  Majesty's  Government 
may  take  them  into  consideration,  with  the  various 
other  projects  and  recipes  which  will  be  proffered 
on  the  subject 

The  remedy  which  I  fear  will  be  assiduously 
recommended  by  the  British  population  of  Lower 
Canada  is,  that  the  two  provinces  should  be  united, 
and  placed  under  the  government  of  some  individual 
in  whose  coolness,  decision,  and  ability  they  can 
rely. 

My  humble  but  deliberate  opinion  of  this  project 
is,  that  it  would  produce  the  effect  of  separating  both 
tbeCanadas  from  the  parent  state,  on  the  homely 
principle,  that  if  tainted  and  fresh  meat  be  attached 
ti^her,  both  are  corrupted. 

.  Upper  Canada  is  now,  as  I  have   assured  your 
Urdship,  sound  and  healthy  at  heart. 

So  long  as  in  the  United  States  democracy  dis- 
played only  its  brilliant  flowers^  considerable  danger 
existed  of  the  weed  being   rashly  transplanted  into 
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this  Deighbouring  soil ;  but  since  the  poisonous  pro* 
parties  of  its  fru\t  have  become  known  to  us,  Ae 
attachment  of  the  Upper  Canadians  to  their  Britbh 
constitution  has,  from  deliberate  conviction,  gradually 
become  what  I  have  described  it  to  be.  I  firmly 
believe  that  this  good  feeling  will  increase— 4hat  the 
disease  of  democracy  has  ceased  to  be  infectious— 
that  we  have  now  nothing  to  dread  but  its  contagion, 
and,  consequently^  nothing  to  avoid  but  its  actuail 
contact.  However,  notwithstanding  the  good  feeling 
which  exists  in  the  country,  it  is  well  known,  to 
every  observer  of  human  nature,  that  a  considerable 
portion  of  mankind  are  always  governed  more  by 
prudence  than  by  principle.  In  this  country,  as  in 
all  others,  there  must,  consequently,  exist  a  large 
body  of  men,  termed  here  "  majority  men,"  frwn 
their  propensity  to  attach  themselves  to  the  largest 
party. 

So  long  as  Upper  Canada  remains  by  itself,  I  feel 
confident  that,  by  mere  moderate  government,  her 
'*  majority  men"  will  find  that  prudence  and  prin* 
ciple  unite  to  keep  them  on  the  same  side ;  but  if 
once  we  were  to  amalgamate  this  province  with 
Lower  Canada,  we  should  instantly  infuse  into  the 
House  of  General  Assembly  a  powerful  French  party, 
whose  implacable  opposition  would  be  a  dead  or 
rather  a  living  weight,  always  seeking  to  attach  itself 
to  any  question  whatsoever  that  could  attract  and 
decoy  the  "  majority  men  ;"  and  I  feel  quite  conii* 
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dmkt^  inasmuch  as  evil  passions  are  always  more  alert 
than  goodone^ 

C*  For  oft,  though  Wisdom  wakes. 
Suspicion  sleeps  al  Wisdom's  gate/*) 

that,  sooner  or  later,  the  supporters  of  British  insti- 
tutioDS  would  find  themselves  overpowered,  not  by 
the  good  sense  and  wealth  of  the  country,  (for  they 
would,  I  believe,  always  be  staunch  to  our  flag,)  but 
by  the  votes  of  designing  individuals,  misrepresenting 
a  wdl-meaning,  inoflensive  people. 

But  leaving  political  intrigue  out  of  the  question, 

I  sidbmit  to  your  Lordship,  in  opposition  to  the  project 

of  muting  the  Canadas,  that  there  exists  no  moral 

affinity  between   the  inhabitants  of  the  two  pro* 

fiaoes.     The  one  are  commercial  and  enterprising, 

&e  other  anti-commercial  and  quiet :  the  busy  enjoy*- 

meot  of  the  one  nation  is  locomotion,  the  peaceful 

luxury  of  the  other  is  rest. 

But  even  if  their  propensities  were  identical,  their 
dimate,  soil,  and  geography  are  so  different,  that 
tbir  interests  would  be  constantly  at  variance. 

For  instance,  the  Upper  Province,  surrounded  by 
nag  of  fresh  water,  which  it  holds  in  partnership 
vith  tiie  United  States,  requires  rail-roads  and 
ifiarkets,  which  it  might  be  against  the  interests  of 
tte  Lower  Province  to  promote. 

The  distance  between  the  extreme  districts  being 
about  1 100  miles,  and  there  being  no  travelling  by 
water  for  at  least  five  months  in   the  year,  would 
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make  the  meeting  of  the  Le^slatore  at  any  point  of 
common  rendezvous  exceedingly  inconvenient.  Be- 
sides which,  the  size  of  the  two  provinces  united, 
would  impart  to  them  a  political  weight,  power,  and 
importance,  which  would,  I  fear,  encourage  a  sepa* 
'  ration  from  the  mother-country.  In  short*  the  more  I 
practically  consider  the  project,  the  more  clearly  does 
it  appear  to  my  mind,  that  both  provinces  would  be 
embarrassed  by  their  union,  and  that,  between  the 
two  stools,  the  British  Constitution  would  fall  to  the 
ground. 

Deeply  impressed  with  this  opinion,  it  is  alarming 
to  me  to  reflect  how  strongly  the  project  will  pro- 
bably be  pressed  upon  the  consideration  of  his  Ma- 
jesty's Government  by  various  classes  of  people,  each 
actuated  by  self-interest ;  for  instance : — 

1.  By  the  British  population  of  Lower  Canada; 
who  desire  to  be  rescued  from  the  domination  of  the 
French. 

2.  By  a  portion  of  the  British  in  Upper  Canada^ 
whose  votes  have  been  canvassed  by  their  corre- 
spondents in  the  Lower  Province. 

3.  By  that  unthinking  portion  of  the  community, 
which  here,  as  well  as  in  England,  is  always  in  favour 
of  novelty  and  change. 

4.  By  all  those  deep-^cdculating  Republicans  in 
both  provinces,  who  shrewdly  foresee  that  the  union 
of  the  two  provinces  would  eventually  cause  their 
separation  from  the  British  Empire. 
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In  ease  his  Majesty's  Government,  for  better  reasons 
tium  I  have  offered^  should  disapprove  of  the  union, 
it  then  becomes  necessary  to  consider  how  the  present 
revolt  is  Lower  Canada  should  be  dealt  with. 

In  my  humble  opinion  there  are  but  two  courses 
to  be  adopted ;  namely,  either  peaceably  to  attempt 
to  core  the  evil,  or  to  determine  forcibly  to  kill  it. 

The  only  peaceful  prescription  for  effecting  a  cure, 

which  I  can  conceive,  is  emigration  ;  and  it  will  no 

doubt  be  argued,  that  as  an  army  of  emigrants  is 

cheaper  than  an  army  of  soldiers,  it  should  be  our 

policy  to  swamp  the  misrepresentatives  of  the  French 

habitans,  by  opening   upon  them,  by  dint  of  free 

gniDts  of   land,   the  flood-gates  which  retain  o\xc 

fluperabundant  population. 

1  feel  confident,  however,  from  what  I  have  seen 
rf  Upper  Canada,  that  this  theory  would  fail  to  pro- 
duce the  desired  effect :  for  the  severity  of  the  Quebec 
dimate,  compared  with  this,  would  chill  the  efforts 
of  Government  to  effect  this  rapid  emigration ;  and, 
€rea  if  it  were  to  be  effected,  the  time  that  must 
dapse  before  the  present  members  of  the  Assembly 
ooold  be  actually  displaced  would  defer  the  remedy 
to  a  distance  beyond  our  present  political  horizon. 
In  the  mean  while.  Upper  Canada  would  be  like  a 
lilbg  body  chained  to  a  dead  one :  for  as  the  two 
pnmnces  are  partners  in  the  joint-stock  revenues  of 
tbe  St.  Lawrence,  as  well  as  in  the  navigation  of  the 
Ottawa,  a  sulkiness,  or  anti-commercial  obstinacy,  on 
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the  one  part,  would  amount  to  an  actual,  blockade  of 
the  interests  of  the  other  :  in  short,  the  Upper  Pit>» 
vince  would  be  driven  by  desperation  to  search  for 
an  outlet  to  the  ocean,  vid  the  United  States. 

The  political  disorder  of  Lower  Canada  being 
(as  I  have  endeavoured  to  shew)  by  the  slow  process 
of  emigration  incurable,  we  are  now  driven  to  con- 
sider what  would  be  the  safest,  the  simplest,  and  the 
most  effectual  method  of  killing  it.  I  do  not  mean 
by  personal  violence,  but  the  calm,  legislative  powers 
of  the  Imperial  Parliament. 

It  is  useless  at  the  present  hour  retrospectively  to 
regret  the  uncalculating  course  of  policy,  which  from 
our  first  possession  of  the  Canadas  has  not  only  per- 
mitted, but  encouraged  a  few  individuals  who  mis- 
represent the  real  interests  of  the  French  halUkms 
of  Lower  Canada,  (whose  simplicity  and  amiability 
of  character   no  one-  can  fail  to  admire,)  to  assume 
towards  the  British  empire  a  tone  of  arrogance,  an<L 
a  posture  of  defiance  which,  considering  their  relative 
physical  strength,  and  the  total  absence  of  any  ju^t 
cause  for  revolt,   is   without  a  parallel  in  colonial 
history. 

Our  past  policy  has,  however,  been  productive  of 
one  advantage,  namely^  that  it  must  now  satisfy  die 
cool  judgment  of  the  civilized  world,  that  Gmi 
Britain  in  forbearance  has  borne  more,  and  in  sub- 
mission has  submitted  to  more,  than  would  have 
been  tolerated  by  any  other  nation  on  the  surface  dT 
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the  globe ;  and  indeed,  such  is  the  scrupulous  regard 
fi>r  justice,  and  the  love  of  mercy,  which  is  inherent 
in  the  British  character,  that  I  am  proud  to  believe  it 
will  be  with  the  deepest  regret  that  the  subject  will  even 
now  be  considered  by  the  Imperial  Parliament. 

Scnnething,  however,  must  be  done ;  and  although 
I  trust  I  am  as  unwilling  as  any  person  can  be,  to 
meddle  with  the  Constitutional  Act  of  1791,  yet, 
seeing  the  unavoidable  necessity  of  doing  so,  I  cannot 
but  avow,  I  think  it  the  duty  of  the  country,  if  it  does 
resolve  to  interfere,  to  prevent  the  necessity  of  ever 
doing  so  again. 

With  the  double  object  therefore  of  cure  and  pre- 
vention in  view,  the  following  is  the  manner  in  which 
I  WQuld  propose  that  the  Imperial  Parliament  should 
desl  with  Liower  Canada. 

1.  Let  the  Act  giving  up  the  revenue  of  the  14th 
George  III.  be  repealed. 

2.  Annex  Gasp6  to  New  Brunswick. 

3.  Annex  Montreal  to  Upper  Canada. 

4.  Make  the  north  bank  of  the  Ottawa  the  boun- 
4ry  of  Lfower  Canada,  giving  the  waters  of  the 
ri?er,  and  the  expenses  of  making  them  navigable  to 
U|^  Canada ;  Lower  Canada  having  free  right  to 
M  them  by  paying  tibe  same  tolls  as  the  Upper 
IVofince. 

By  the  above  simple  arrangement,  the  Canadas 
would  be  divided  into  two  lots;  the  one  British, 
4ie  other  French.     Upper  Canada,  which,  without 
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any  exception^  contsdns  the  largest  regk)n  of  Mack  rich 
earth  I  have  ever  witnessed,  would  then  comprehead 
almost  all  that  is  British  in  the  Canadas ;  and  it  would 
have,  as  its  own  port  of  entry,  Montreal,  the  wealth  and 
importance  of  which  would  draw  the  exports  as  well 
as  imports  of  the  country  to  the  St.  Lavnrenoe: 
whereas,  continue  to  deny  to  Upper  Canada  that 
port,'  and  every  person  acquainted  with  the  country 
foresees,  and  has  long  foreseen,  that  its  produce,  pent 
up  under  high  pressure,  must  fly  off,  by  licit  or  illicit 
means,  into  the  United  States, 

As  long  as  Upper  Canada  remained  poor,  and 
occupied  in  petty  political  discussions,  the  want  of  a 
free  port  of  entry  was  merely  a  subject  of  constant 
complaint ;  but  whenever  it  shall  become  flushed  with 
wealth,  unless  free  circulation  l)e  given  to  its  ocmd- 
merce,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  I  believe  the 
people  would  revolt  from  any  Government  on  earth 
that  should  deny  them  this  natural  respiration. 

Convinced  of  this  truth,  I  consider  the  opportunity 
now  afforded  to  the  Imperial  Parliament  of  provid- 
ing against  this  approaching  evil  a  most  fortunate 
occurrence :  for  if  the  misrepresentatives-  of  Lower 
Canada  had  not  by  their  late  conduct  shaken  off 
their  connexion  with  the  British  population  of  the 
Canadas,  the  latter  would  very  shortly  have  found 
it  necessary,  without  right,  without  justice,  and  for 
no  other  reason  than  for  that  which  all  over  the 
world  governs  mankind,  namely,  their  own  interests 
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to  bave  severed  the  connexion  themselves.  That  the 
two  tribes  of  men,  French  and  English,  do  not  assimi- 
late, is  no  modem  discovery  ;  why,  therefore,  should 
we  expect  that  a  commercial  partnership  should  sue* 
eeed  od  the  St.  Lawrence,  which  would  not  hold 
together  for  five  minutes  on  the  Thames  ? 

My  humble  project  of  separating  the  two  tribes 
is  nothing  more  than  what  Nature  herself  did,  when 
she  deliberately  created  the  British  Channel. 

If  it  should  be  argued,  that,  by  transferring  Mon- 
treal from  the  Lower  to  the  Upper  Province,  we 
should  make  the  latter  too  strong,  and  the  former 
too  weak,  I  respectfully  reply,  that  Upper  Canada 
need  not  be  ashamed  to  acknowledge  that,  single- 
handed,  she  can  never  be  made  strong  enough  to 
ttttid  against  the  United  States  by  land  ;  nor,  with 
lier  solitary  port  on  the  St.  Lawrence,  could  she  ever 
sHempt  to  contend  against  Great  Britain  by  sea. 
^ith  one  of  these  powers  she  must  consequently 
exist  in  alliance ;  and  leaving  consanguinity  out  of  the 
<[ue8tion,  there  can  be  no  doubt  in  the  mind  of  any 
man  who  is  acquainted  with  the  inhabitants  of  Upper 
Canada,  that  they  are  deliberately  of  opinion  that 
Aey  hold  at  this  moment  a  higher  and  more  inde- 
pendent station,  as  a  colony  of  their  own  revered 
DKJther-country,  the  British  Empire,  than  they  would 
Wd  if  they  were  permitted  to  be  styled  one  of  the 
supernumerary  stars  of  the  United  States. 
We  have  therefore  nothing  to  di*ead  from  the  size 
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or  from  the  prosperity  of  Upper  Canada,  and  with 
respect  to  the  diinsion  proposed  maldng  the  Lower 
Province  too  small — ^if  it  be  true,  and  surely  no  one 
can  deny  it,  that  the  French  are  not  the  same  sort  of 
restless,  commercial  people  as  ourselves — ^that  we 
made  a  grand  mistake  in  legalizing  their  language-— 
that  their  habits,  wants,  and  religion,  however  they 
may  be  deserving  of  our  respect,  never  will  aanmi- 
late  with  our  own  ;  it  may  be  fairly  asked,  what  harm 
shall  we  do  ourselves,  or  what  injustice  shall  we  do 
to  them,  by  saying,  ''Gentlemen,  your  representatiyes 
have  failed  to  support  the  Executive  out  of  the  reve- 
nues we  surrendered  to  you,  on  condition  you  should 
do  so :  we  have,  therefore,  repealed  that  Act,  the 
provisions  of  which  you  yourselves  have  most  ddibe* 
rately  broken. 

^'  You  profess  not  to  like  your  connexioii  with 
Great  Britain,  under  whose  mild,  parental  protection 
you  have  amassed  all  your  wealth  :  we  have,  there- 
fore, detached  you  as  much  as  possible  from  British 
mterest,  nevertheless,  for  the  sake  of  those  who  have 
already  emigrated,  as  well  as  for  those  who  have  a 
right  still  to  emigrate  from  their  mother-country  to 
the  British  colony  you  inhabit,  we  shall  insist  on  re- 
taining within  that  portion  of  the  empire  the  British 
Constitution. 

**  You  have,  therefore,  your  own  Legislative 
Council,  your  own  representatives  in  the  House  of 
Assembly ;  and  with  these  advantages,  wliich  you  may 
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^thsr  Hse  or  abuse,  we  now  leave  you  to  act  as  you 
may  think  best  for  the  interest  of  the  noble  country 
you  inhabit." 

If  Lower  Canada,  under  these  altered  circum- 
stanoea  ofiU  awn  seeking^  should  choose  to  be  com- 
mercial and  loyal,  it  would  soon  reap  the  inestimable 
advantage  of  its  connexion  with  our  empire :  if,  on 
the  contrary,  it  should  prefer  to  be  disloyal  and  anti- 
commercial,  it  would  injure  no  one  but  itself,  for  it 
could  not  possibly  be  an  independent  nation,  neither 
could  it  hope  to  join  the  Upper  Canadians,  for  they 
would  say,  **  No,  Gentlemen,  we  have  already  tried 
a  connexion  with  you,  you  did  not  suit  us,  you  would 
not  work  with  us,  you  publicly  declared  you  did  not 
like  us,  your  representatives  refused  to  meet  for  legis- 
lation, until  our  British  Constitution  was  changed  for 
elective  institutions  :  we  have  at  last  got  a  port  of 
oar  own,  we  are  busy  opening  the  navigation  of  the 
Ottawa  and  the  St  Lawrence,  and  we  are  satisfied." 

Lastly,  It  could  not  join  the  United  States, 

Ist,  On  account  of  its  distance  ; 

2nd,  Because,  by  the  common  law  of  nations. 
Great  Britain  and  Upper  Canada  would  object  to  any 
foreign  power  occupying  a  position  of  our  empire 
which  commands  the  entrance  of  one  of  the  noblest 
of  its  rivers. 

I  am  aware  that  in  the  eastern  township  of  Lower 
Canada,  as  well  as  at  Quebec,  there  exist  some  British 
inhabitants,  who,  if  they  were  to  hear  of  the  proposed 
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aanexitiOD  of  Montreal  to  the  Uppor  Pfovinoe,  migfal, 
at  first,  with  some  reason,  fiuMy  themselvea  peeuliaily 
neglected,  by  being  thus  apparently  placed  even  more 
than  ever  under  the  domination  of  the  French ;  but  I 
think  a  little  reflection  would  satisfy  them,  that  as  it  IB 
hmpoMnkle  for  them,  as  they  are  at  present,  ever  to  he^ 
hng  to  the  French  wuffority,  the  more  the  power  of 
that  majority  be  crippled,  the  less  will  they  have  to 
fear  from  its  domination. 

With  respect  to  Upper  Canada,  I  have  already 
stated  that,  with  the  assistance  of  Montreal,  the  navi- 
gation of  its  two  great  rivers  would  immediately  be 
perfected. 

Enjoying  independently  its  own  port  of  entry,  and 
public  confidence  being  restored,  the  province  would 
become  rapidly  rich  from  the  redundant  capital,  enter- 
prise, and  population  of  the  mother-country,  and  its  com- 
merce being  attracted  by  the  wealth  and  intelligence 
of  Montreal,  would  travel  on  our  own  noble  rivers  the 
St.  Lawrence  and  the  Ottawa,  instead  of  being  forced 
upon  canals  and  rail-roads  in  the  United  States, 
which,  in  case  of  war,  it  would  suddenly  be  deprived 
of.  The  loyal  colony  of  New  Brunswick  would  also 
be  benefited  by  the  arrangement,  and  I  believe  that  the 
)ust  lesson  would  produce  a  salutary  moral  through* 
out  all  our  colonies. 

In  the  above  outline  of  the  advantages  which  would 
attend  the  division  of  the  Canadas  as  I  have  proposed, 
I  have  said  notlung  of  the  immense  value  of  these 
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profinces  to  Great  Britain,  because  I  feel  that  sub- 
ject is  too  vast  to  be  described.  I  will,  therefore,  only 
obsenre  that  Upper  Canada  alone  is  capable  of  re- 
ceiving the  whole  agricultural  population  of  England 
and  Wales — ^that  its  commerce  is  a  market  for  our 
own  manufactures,  and  a  nursery  for  our  seamen,  in- 
Head  of  for  those  of  other  powers. 

If  the  Imperial  Parliament  will  now  deal  with 
Lower  Canada  with  firmness  and  decision,  there  is 
nodnng  whatever  to  fear — if  it  vacillates,  all  is  gone. 

F.  B.  Head. 

My  memorandum  on  the  state  of  the  Indians  of 
America  will  be  found  in  Appendix  A. 


(Private.)  Toronto,  28th  Oct.  1836. 

Ht  Lord, 

It  is  an  old  maxim  in  the  army,  that  any  project 
o(  apparent  difficulty,  or  danger,  should  always  be 
accompanied  by  an  offer  from  the  proposer  to  carry 
it  into  effect  himself. 

The  memorandum  I  have  the  honour  to  submit 
tins  day  to  your  Lordship  contains  a  proposition  of 
tfab  nature,  and  I  should  have  no  hesitation  in  de^ 
daring  to  your  Lordship  that  I  would  pledge  my 
character  to  carry  either  half  of  what  I  recommended 
into  effect :  I  mean,  that  I  would  undertake  either  to 
advance  the  interest  of  the  Upper  Province  in  the 
way  I  have  proposed,  or  by  caution,  forbearance,  and 


firmness  to  tranquillize  the  Lower  Provinee*,  aotwidi- 
standing  the  operation  I  have  recommended  it  shouU 
undergo  ;t  but,  from  the  treatment  I  am  receiving,  I 
feel  that  my  services  are  not  appreciated,  and  will 
not  long  be  in  action. 

I  have,  &c. 

F.  B.  Hkad. 
The  Lord  Glenelg,  &c.  &c.  Set. 


To  those  who  may  have  conceived  that  I  have  in- 
temperately  abandoned  my  post,  I  beg  to  observe, 
that  I  remained  at  it  nearly  eighteen  mouths  afier 
the  above  despatch  was  written. 

Toronto,  Upper  Canada,  7th  Nov.  1836. 
My  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  Lordship's  despatches  (No.  73  and  95),  of  the 
importance  of  which  I  am  deeply  sensible ;  but  as  the 
Legislature  assembles  to-morrow,  I  trust  your  Lord* 
ship  will  excuse  me,  if  I  reply  to  these  communi- 
cations in  as  few  words  as  possible. 

The  flattering  manner  in  which  your  Lordship  has 
been  pleased  to  convey  to  me  the  King's  gracious 
approbation  of  my  conduct  has  afforded  me  the  first 

*  After  it  had  been  reduced. 

t  Although  I  offered  to  carry  either  of  these  two  measorei  into 
effect,  yet  I  can  truly  say  that  nothing  in  this  world  would  haye  in* 
duced  me  to  have  assumed  the  impracticable  duty  of  contending 
with  an  amalgamation  of  the  Houses  of  Assembly  of  the  two  Pro- 
vinces. 
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happy  moment  I  hav«  enjoyed  since  my  arrival  in 
dm  province. 

Tlie  future  so  completely  occupies  my  attention^ 
dutt  it  is  with  reluctance  I  turn  to  the  consideration 
of  the  past;  but  your  Lordship  seems  to  wish  that  I 
should  frankly  explain  myself  respecting  my  political 
opinions,  and  I  will  therefore  lay  them  before  you 
without  reserve. 

Up  to  the  receipt  of  your  Lordship's  despatch  (No. 
95),  I  hare  suffered,  from  the  treatment  I  have  re- 
ceived from  his  Majesty's  Government^  more  pain 
tfaani  t  would  be  possible  for  me  to  describe. 

On  the  29th  of  February  almost  every  member  in 
the  House  of  Assembly,  with  a  majority  of  the  Le- 
gislative Council,  recommended  to  your  Lordship  that 
an  individual  should  be  appointed  to  the  important 
station  of  Surveyor-General  of  this  province^  in 
opposition  to  an  appointment  which  I  had  made.  In 
resisting  this  aggression,  I  had  no  interest  but  that  of 
the  public  service,  and  I  undertook  a  heavy  responsi- 
Inlity  in  standing  against  a  recommendation  appa- 
rently so  respectable. 

Your  Lordship  must  have  received  this  communi- 
cation about  the  end  of  April,  and  though  my  argu- 
ments and  reasoning  appeared  to  you  satisfactory,  and 
though  eventually  you  approved  of  my  conduct,  yet  it 
was  not  until  the  27th  of  September  that  I  was  relieved 
from  the  painful  belief  which  generally  existed  here, 
that  the  measure  I  had  taken  was  discountenanced 
by  his  Majesty's  Grovernment. 
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On  the  4th  of  March  I  received  from  the  Execu- 
tive Council  a  document,  ferociously  supported  by 
the  House  of  Assembly,  which  I  immediately  trans- 
mitted to  your  Lordship,  with  my  answer,  which  your 
Lordship  was  pleased  eventually  to  notice  in  Ae 
following  terms  :— 

*'  Prom  the  construction  thus  given  to  the  Act  of  1791  I 
must  altogether  dissent,  nor  do  1  know  that  it  would  be  pos- 
sible to  reiute  it  in  terms  more  complete  and  satisfactory 
than  those  employed  in  your  answer  of  the  5th  of  March.*' 

The  above  support,  however,  I  did  not  receive  from 
your  Lordship  until  the  27th  of  September,  during 
which  time  I  was  engaged  single-handed  in  one  cS 
the  severest  moral  contests  on  record  in  the  CcJonial- 
Office.  Your  Lordship's  silence  was  construed,  not 
only  by  my  enemies  but  by  everybody,  even  by  my 
own  Executive  Council,  as  the  marked  disapprobation 
of  his  Majesty's  Government,  and  it  bore  me  almost 
to  the  ground. 

By  my  own  unassisted  exertions,  I  received  ad- 
dresses of  support  from  about  28,000  yeomen,  farm- 
ers, &c.,  all  of  which  I  forwarded  to  your  Lordship, 
but  to  which,  to  this  day,  I  have  never  received  the 
slightest  acknowledgment  from  his  Majesty's  Gro- 
vernment,  addressed  to  those  who  thus  generously 
came  forward  to  support  me. 

Whenever  a  mail  arrived,  I  was  asked,  with  the 
greatest  anxiety,  what  remarks  the  British  Govern- 
ment had  made  to  these  noble  addresses  ;  the  morti- 
fying answer  I  had  to  give  was  ^*  None.*' 
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The  speech  I  delivered  to  the  Legislature  at  the 
close  of  the  last  session  has,  in  this  province,  as  well 
as  in  the  United  States,  been  noticed  in  a  manner 
strongly  supporting  me,  as  the  administrator  of  the 
Government  Upwards  of  100^000  copies  of  it  have 
been  distributed. 

The  greatest  curiosity  naturally  existed  in  this 
little  community  to  know  what  notice  His  Majesty's 
Government  had  taken  of  this  speech  ;  I  had  again 
to  reply  '"None." 

When  I  eventually  gained  a  victory,  which  I  hope 
I  do  not  overrate  when  I  say  that  it  has  saved 
the  Canadas,  weeks  and  weeks  elapsed  without  the 
slightest  acknowledgment,  or  even  mention  of  it,  by 
his  Majesty's  Government,  the  effect  of  which  cor- 
roborated the  general  belief  that  I  was  acting  against 
the  p(dicy  of  his  Majesty's  Government,  and  that  I 
should  eventually  be  recalled. 

During  this  period  of  painful  suspense^  my  family 
were  in  the  greatest  embarrassment  and  anxiety ;  and 
though  certain  points  of  my  conduct  were  approved  of 
by  your  Lordship,  yet  other  minute  points  were  visited 
with  observations  which  I  never  expected  to  receive. 
For  instance,  I  v^as  told  that  by  having  given  to  the 
Legislature  the  whole,  instead  of  the  substance  of  my 
instructions,  I  had  ''disregarded  the  express  injunc- 
tiong  of  the  King ;"  that  I  had  "  avowed  in  the  most 
pubUc  manner,  that,  in  thus  divulging  the  precise 
tenos  of  my  instructions,  I  was  acting  in  opposition 
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to  his  Majesty's  orders/'  and  that  '*  I  had  thereby 
contributed  a  little  to  impugn  the  respect  due  to  the 
royal  authority." 

Again,  in  your  Lordship's  despatch  (No.  73),  in 
spite  of  the  triumph  I  had  gained,  I  was  slightly  re- 
proved for  having  accepted  the  resignation  of  Messrs. 
Rolph,  Baldwin,  and  ,  and  your  Lordship  with- 
held your  approbation  from  what  was  stated  to  be 
"  my  recommendation,  that  Mr. should  be  re- 
moved from  the  office  of :"  whereas, 

if  your  Lordship  will  be  so  good  as  to  refer  to  my 
despatch  on  the  subject,  it  will  appear  that  I  never 
recommended  that  gentleman's  removal  ;  on  the 
contrary,  that  I  earnestly  requested  your  Lordship 
not  to  remove  him,  until  I  found  him  associated  with 
Mr.  Papineau  and  Mr.  Bidwell,  when  I  merely 
retracted  the  above  recommendation,  leaving  it  en- 
tirely to  your  Lordship  to  deal  with  him  as  you  might 
think  proper. 

My  Lord,  I  could  continue  these  observations  fur- 
ther, and  could  shew  you  the  mischievous  political 
effect  they  produced  in  the  Canadas,  as  well  as  in 
England,  of  causing  everybody  to  believe  that  I  was 
discountenanced  by  his  Majesty's  Government,  to 
whose  interests,  honour,  and  policy  I  had  never  been 
faithless  for  a  moment.  But  I  will  say  no  more  on 
the  subject ;  I  dismiss  it  from  my  mind  and  from  my 
memory,  and  have  only  made  the  above  explanation 
as  an  apology,  rather  than  as  a  reason,  for  a  few  in- 
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tempcurate  sentences  which  in  my  despatches  to  your 
Lordship  I  regret  that  I  have  expressed. 

I  will  now  proceed  to  reply  to  the  latter  paragraph 
in  your  Lordship's  despatch  No.  95,  which  states, 
that  a  ^*  zealous  and  cordial  cooperation  on  my  part, 
in  prosecution  of  the  system  of  policy  thus  solemnly 
announced,  is  the  condition  upon  which  the  admi- 
nistration of  the  province  can  be  continued  in  my 
hands." 

The  above  observation  of  your  Lordship  is  so  plain 
and  unequivocal,  that,  if  it  stood  isolated,  I  should 
receive  it  with  respectful  silence ;  but,  as  it  appears 
to  be  connected,  in  a  slight  degree,  with  the  baronet- 
age which  your  Lordship  announces  to  me  it  is  his 
Majesty*s  intention  to  confer  upon  me,  I  feel  the 
strongest  possible  anxiety  to  explain  myself  most 
dearly  on  the  subject,  before  the  gracious  intention 
of  his  Majesty  can  possibly  be  carried  into  effect. 

With  respect  to  the  instructions  I  have  had  the 
honour  to  receive  from  your  Lordship,  I  have  po 
hesitation  in  saying,  that,  wheA  i  read  them  in  Eng- 
land, they  appeared  to  me  to  be  everything  I  could 
desire. 

They  have  formed  the  text  of  all  the  replies  I  have 
made  to  the  various  addresses  I  have  received,  and  I 
have  invariably  referred  to  them  as  a  proof  that  I  was 
ordered  by  your  Lordship  "  to  maintain  the  happy 
cimstitution  of  this  province  inviolate,  yet  cautiously, 
but  effectually,  to  correct  all  real  grievances."    The 
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victory  I  gained  over  the  Republicans  I  attributed 
(vide  my  despatch  No.  56),  not  to  my  own  exertiooSp 
but  to  your  Lordship's  instructions. 

With  respect,  however,  to  that  part  of  Lord  Gros- 
ford*8  instructions  which  relate  to  the  giving  up  the 
hereditary  and  territorial  revenues  of  the  Crown,  I 
never  understood,  or  indeed  reflected  upon,  that  sub- 
ject, until,  by  our  victory  here,  it  became  evident,  to 
my  humble  judgment,  that  it  was  neither  necessary 
nor  advisable  to  do  so. 

In  my  despatch  No.  60,  I  therefore  explained, 
with  the  frankness  with  which  I  have  always  ven- 
tured to  address  your  Lordship,  the  reasons  of  my 
earnest  recommendations  that  they  should  be  with- 
held. I  respectfully  adhere  to  the  opinion  I  have 
expressed ;  and  I  have  no  hesitation  whatever  in 
saying,  that,  if  the  subject  were  open  to  your  Lord- 
ship's revision,  I  should  feel  it  my  duty  to  tender  my 
resignation,  rather  than  be  the  instrument  of  doing 
what  I  conscientiously  believe  is  impolitic. 

But  your  Lordship  informs  me,  that  the  King's 
word  is  pledged  to  the  performance  of  this  arrange- 
ment ;  and  it  being  therefore  irrevocable,  it  is  useless 
for  me  to  say  any  more  on  the  subject. 

If  it  were  open  to  argument,  I  do  yet  believe  I 
could  bring  conviction  to  your  Lordship's  mind,  that 
Lower  Canada  having  refused  to  serve  any  longer 
under  the  British  Constitution,  has  virtually  absolved 
his  Majesty  from  any  previous  offers  of  accommoda- 
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tioii  he  may  graciously  have  made.  I  look  upon  the 
territorial  revenues  of  the  Crown  as  our  last  cable ; 
that  when  it  goes^  we  shall  be  on  a  lee-shore,  and,  at 
the  next  tempest,  be  driven  on  the  rocks.  As  the 
pUot  in  charge  of  your  vessel,  I  warn  if  our  Lordship 
of  the  danger,  and  if  it  be  necessary  that  I  should 
abandon  my  opinion,  or  the  reward  which  is  intended 
for  me,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  at  once  renouncing 
the  latter,  for  every  hour  of  reflection  makes  me  cling 
firmer  and  firmer  to  the  former. 

I  have  now,  as  regards  my  instructions,  opened  my 
mind  to  your  Lordship,  without  concealment  or 
reserve ;  and  it  only  remains  for  me  to  be  equally 
explicit,  as  regards  my  own  private  policy,  or,  in 
other  words,  the  manner  in  which  I  shall  continue  to 
carry  my  instructions  into  effect. 

In  this  I  have  no  alteration  to  propose.  In  a  moral 
contest  it  never  enters  into  my  head  to  count  the 
nitinber  of  my  enemies.  All  that  guides  me  is  a  de- 
tennination  to  do  what  is  right.  I  will  never  shrink 
from  responsibility,  and  will  endeavour  never  to  con" 
etfiot^  nor  offend. 

The  more  I  am  trusted,  the  more  cautious  I  shall 
be--the  heavier  I  am  laden,  the  steadier  I  shall  sail ; 
but  I  respectfully  claim  the  military  privilege  ot 
fighting  my  own  battles  in  my  own  way,  and  of  retiring 
from  your  Lordship's  service  whenever  I  may  find  it 
tdyisable  to  do  so. 
1  will  not  apologise  for  having  explained  myself  so 
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clearly,  because  I  am  sure  your  Lordship  will  feel 
for  me  how  absolutely  necessary  it  is  that  I  should 
not  receive  the  baronetage  which  I  am  informed  is 
graciously  to  be  conferred  upon  me,  with  the  slightest 
possibility  of  a  misunderstanding  on  the  subject 

I  have,  &c. 

F.  B.  Head. 
The  Lord  Glenelg,  &c.  &c.  &c. 


No.  89. 

My  Lord,  Toronto,  6M  Nov.  1836. 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  Lordship's  despatches,  Nos.  75,  76,  77,  and  80, 
in  which  I  am  informed  that  certain  letters  respecting 
my  conduct  have  been  addressed  to  your  Lordship  by 
the  following  persons : — Messieurs  Marshall  Spring 
Bidwell,  Robert  William  Baldwin,  John  Rolph,  T. 
D.  Morrison. 

I  have  also  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  your  Lordship's  despatch  No.  95,  enclosing  a  copy 
of  a  petition  addressed  by  Mr.  Charles  Duncombe,  a 
member  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  this  province  to 
the  House  of  Commons,  and  presented  to  the  same 
by  Mr.  Joseph  Hume. 

On  the  receipt  of  the  above-named  despatches, 
Nos.  75,  76,  77,  I  immediately  communicated  to 
Messrs.  Bidwell,  Rolph  and  Morrison,  a  copy  of 
your  Lordship's  request,  namely,  "  that  I  would  call 
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OD  each  of  these  gentlemeD  respectively  for  a  copy  of 
his  letter  to  your  Lordship,  in  order  that  I  might  be 
able  to  supply  your  Lordship  with  any  observations 
on  it  which  I  might  consider  it  to  require." 

The  copies  of  his  replies,  which  I  herewith  enclose, 
will  explain  to  your  Lordship  that  Mr.  M.  S.  Bid  well 
dedines  to  furnish  me  with  a  copy  of  his  letter  to  your 
Lordship,  urging,  as  his  reason,  ''  that  it  contained  a 
narrative  of  what  had  taken  place  between  his  Excel- 
lency and  himself,  particularly  relative  to  his  Excel- 
lency's proposition  to  appoint  him  a  judge  of  the  Court 
of  King's  Bench." 

And  Mr.  Bidwell  further  adds, 
"  TTiis  private  letter  to  the  distinguished  nobleman 
whose  name  I  have  mentioned  I  do  not  now  choose; 
especially  as  I  have  no  longer  any  connexion  with 
public  life,  to  convert  into  a  public  and  official  com- 
muDication,  by  transmitting  to  you  a  copy  of  it." 

It  will  no  doubt  appear  strange  to  his  Majesty's 
Goyemment  that  Mr.  Bidwell,  after  transmitting  to 
your  Lordship  statements  concerning  my  conduct, 
thoold,  when  called  upon  by  your  Lordship  to  avow 
them,  deem  it  advisable  to  withhold  them  from  me 
in  this  country  on  no  better  grounds  than  that  they 
merely  *^  contained  a  narrative  of  what  had  taken 
(^between  the  Lieutenant-Governor  and  himself." 
It  will  no  doubt  appear  equally  inexplicable  to  your 
lordship  how  Mr.  Bidwell  could  hope,  for  a  moment, 

l2 


148 

tabt  a  Britsih  minister*  would  allow  him,  or  any  per* 
son,  to  forward,  under  the  protection  of  privacy,  se- 
cret communications  respecting  the  conduct  of  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  of  this  province. 

However,  as  Mr.  Bidwell  shields  himself  under 
this  plea  of  privacy,  it  only  remains  for  me  to  observe, 
that  I  have  it  not  in  my  power  to  offer  to  your  Lord- 
ship any  observations  on  the  subject  of  his  communi- 
cation. 

As  regards  Mr.  John  Rolph  f,  whom  your  Lord- 
ship is  so  good  as  to  inform  me  has  also  "  conmiented 
at  considerable  length  on  my  conduct/'  I  have  to  in- 
form your  Lordship,  that^  to  the  letter  from  my  secre- 
tary, enclosed  herewith,  in  which  I  called  upon  him, 
by  your  Lordship's  desire,  for  a  copy  of  his  letter, 
Mr.  Rolph  replied,  by  merely  acknowledging  its  re- 
ceipt; that,  after  an  interval  of  five  weeks,  being 
again  pressed  by  my  secretary  for  a  specific  answer, 
he  replied  as  follows : — 

(copy.) 
Sir,  Toronto,  5th  Nov. 

J  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  your  letter  of 
the  21st  of  October,  recalling  my  attention  to  the  let- 
ter of  the  28th  of  October. 

*  The  reader  has  to  learn,  that,  in  spite  of  this  despatch,  the  Co- 
lonial Office  desired  me  to  raise  this  man  to  the  Bench !  He  hu 
since  the  rebellion  voluntarily  transported  himself,  and  engaged 
never  to  return  to  Upper  Canada. 

t  Since  absconded,  and  is  now  an  outlawed  traitor. 
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The  sicknesis  in  my  family  has  abated,  and  I  hope 
shortly  to  be  able  to  furnish  the  Lieutenant-Governor 
with  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  Lord  Glenelg. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  John  Rolph. 

T.  Joseph,  Esq.,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

As  regards  Mr.  John  Rolph's  comments  on  my 
conduct,  I  have  therefore  also  to  state,  that,  npt  having 
obtained  from  him  the  information  I  required,  it  is 
out  of  my  power  to  offer  to  your  Lordship  any  reply 
to  his  allegations. 

Mr.  T.  D.  Morrison  *,  in  his  letter  dated  29th  of 
April,  1836,  **  imputes  to  me  a  misquotation  from  the 
Report  of  the  Committee  of  1835  on  Public  Grievances, 
in  my  speech  at  the  close  of  last  session."  To  this 
aecosation  I  consider  it  unnecessary  to  reply,  as  it 
merely  amounts  to  this — that,  in  my  speech  from  the 
Throne,  I  quoted,  as  from  the  Grievance  Report,  a 
sentence  which  actually  belonged  to  its  Appendix. 

With  respect  to  Mr.  Robert  Baldwin's  communi- 
cation, dated  26th  July,  1 836,  in  which  he  encloses  to 
your  Lordship  a  Toronto  newspaper,  informs  your 
Lordship  of  the  contents  of  private  letters  he  has  re- 
ceived, and  transmits  to  your  Lordship  a  list  of  cer- 
tain tunes  which  he  has  been  informed  have  been  played 
^public  dinners  in  Upper  Canada,  I  have  no  observa- 
tions to  make  on  such  subjects,  except  that  I  believe 

*  Since  tried  for  treason,  and  has  since  left  the  province. 
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that  Mr.  M.  S.  Bidwell,  Mr.  John  Rolph,  Mr.  T.  D. 
Morrison,  Mr.  R.  Baldwin,  and  Mr.  C.  Duncombe, 
would  be  the  very  first  to  complain  were  I  to  under- 
take to  curb  in  this  province  the  freedom  of  the 
press,  or  to  stifle  the  tunes  of  which  Mr.  Robert 
Baldwin  has  so  gravely  complained. 

With  respect  to  my  expression,  "  let  them  came  if 
they  dare,''  your  Lordship  has  only  to  read  Mr. 
Papineau's  letter  to  perceive  that  this  sentence  was 
most  clearly  levelled  at  the  invitation  which  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  Lower 
Canada  made  to  this  province  as  well  as  the  other 
British  North  American  Colonies  to  unite  for  an  ob- 
ject that  could  not  be  misunderstood. 

The  Americans  had  no  more  to  do  with  the  subject 
than  the  Chinese,  and  of  this  fact,  every  inhabitant 
of  the  Cauadas  might  be  sensible ;  but  my  defiance 
was  more  than  was  expected,  and  it  was  therefore 
deemed  safer  to  misinterpret  it  than  to  meet  it 

I  certainly  appears  to  liie  not  very  creditable  to 
those  whose  accusations  I  have  just  replied  to,  that 
after  having  so  loudly  and  repeatedly  complained  of 
the  !*  humiliating  and  mortifying  "  inconvenience  of 
seeking  for  justice  4000  miles  off,  they  should  centri- 
fugally  write  and  hurry  across  the  Atlantic,  to  com- 
plain of  the  honest  verdict  which  has  been  delibe- 
rately pronounced  against  them,  not  by  me,  but  by 
the  inhabitants  of  their  own  province. 

If  your  Lordship  however  will  be  good  enough  to 
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otmtinue  invariaMy  to  furnish  me  with  a  copy  of  the 
accusations  they  secretly  write  against  me,  this  un- 
British  practice  will  very  shortly  be  discontinued. 

I  have,  &c. 

F.  B.  Head. 
The  Lord  Glenelg,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

P.S.  It  is  my  intention  to  forward  a  copy  of  Mr. 
Charles  Duncombe's  petition  to  the  House  of  Com- 
mons to  the  House  of  Assembly,  as  I  conceive  that 
tribunal  to  be  the  proper  one  for  inquiry  into  the 
allegations  it  contains. 

P.S.  Nov.  27.  I  have  purposely  detained  this  de 
spatch  three  weeks  but  no  reply  from  Dr.  Rolph  has 
been  received 


No.  100. 

Toronto,  Upper  Canada, 

Uth  December,  1836. 

Mt  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordship  that 
havbg  proceeded  in  state  to  the  Legislative  Council 
Cliamber  to  give  assent  to  a  bill,  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  addressed  me  from  the  bar  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  as  follows : — 

*'  May  it  please  your  Excellency, 

'*  We,  his  Majesty*s  faithful  subjects  the  Com- 
nM)n8  of  Upper  Canada,  recognising  the  duty  which 
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we  owe  to  our  Sovereign  and  the  loyal  people  whom 
we  represent,  and  sensible  that  it  is  the  anxious  de- 
sire of  your  Excellency  to  accede  to  all  our  reasonable 
expectations,  and  to  afford  us  every  aid  in  removing 
all  well-founded  complaints,  beg  leave  to  present  to 
your  Excellency  for  the  royal  assent,  a  bill  which  has 
passed  both  houses  of  the  legislature,  to  provide  for 
the  support  of  the  civil  government  for  the  current 
year,  and  trust  that  the  evils  occasioned  by  withhold- 
ing the  supplies  during  the  last  session  may  thus  be 
effectually  removed." 

I  have,  &c, 

F.  B.  Head. 
ITie  Lord  Glenelg,  &c.  &c. 
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CHAPTER  VII. 

Histoiy  of  the  Downfall  of  His  Excellency  Lieutenant-General  Sir 
Archibald  Campbell,  Bart.,  Lieutenant-Governor  of  New  Bruns- 
wick— Its  Political  Effect  upon  me— Receive  Intelligence  that  His 
Mijesty's  Government  had  assented  to  the  Road  Bills  of  the  Old 
Assembly,  which  1  had  reserved — Earnestly  remonstrate  against 
CSoncestions  to  Democracy — Gratifying  Result  of  the  Metropolitan 
Elections — Commuted  Pensioners — The  Suspension  of  Cash  Pay- 
ments throughout  the  United  States— The  Legislature  is  convened 
—Despatch  to  the  Colonial  Office  explaining  the  Insecurity  to  Pro- 
perty of  Republican  Institutions — Violent  Struggle  in  the  House 
of  Assembly. 

Although  in  my  despatches  to  his  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment I  could  scarcely  avoid,  almost  in  self-defence, 
egotistically  claiming  for  the  Executive  Government 
credit  for  the  apparent  result  of  its  measures,  yet  I 
should  do  injustice  to  the  people  of  Upper  Canada 
were  I  novr  to  deny  to  them  the  sole  honour  of  a  moral 
victory  obtained  by  their  fervent  loyalty  as  well  as 
by  their  deliberate  attachment  to  our  happy  institu- 
tions. 

Not  only  did  their  free,  unbiassed  verdict  produce 
most  beneficial  results  throughout  the  whole  of  the 
North  American  Colonies  which  with  the  utmost 
anxiety  had  been  watching  in  Upper  Canada  the  con- 
flict between  principles  by  which  they  themselves  had 
been  equally  disturbed,  but  far  above  all  did  it  oflfer 
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a  morale  of  inestimable  value  to  the  mother-oooDtiy 
itself:  for  surely  it  is  impossible  for  any  man  to  deny 
that,  previous  to  the  struggle  in  Upper  Canada,  there 
existed  among  all  parties  in  England  an  impression, 
beyond  the  power  of  argument  to  efface,  that  demo* 
cracy  not  only  was  indigenous  to  the  soil  of  America, 
but  that  no  other  form  of  government  could  be  made 
to  flourish  there. 

But  although  every  person  acquainted  with  human 
nature  knows  how  impossible  it  is  at  once  to  eradi* 
cate  any  firmly-rooted  error,  (for  though  you  cut 
down  the  tree  in  America  it  requires  ten  or  twelve 
years  before  the  stumps  rot,)  yet  the  incontrovertible 
fact  that  the  people  of  Upper  Canada,  when  formally, 
appealed  to  at  a  general  election,  had  deliberately, 
emphatically,  and  unequivocally  declared  themselves 
in  favour  of  mmiarchxcalinstituttons^  was  a  staggering 
blow  to  the  popular  error  in  the  mother-country, 
which  it  was  highly  desirable  to  repeat  before  it 
could  recover  from  it. 

Never,  therefore,  had  the  British  Grovernment  a 
nobler  opportunity  of  forcing  conviction  on  the 
public  mind,  and  of  calling  upon  it  to  surrender  its 
prejudices  and  misconceptions. 

Aware  of  all  the  facts  which  had  occurred,  surely 
it  was  the  bounden  duty  of  the  Government  to  have 
magnanimously  led  the  two  Houses  of  the  Imperial 
Parliament  forward  to  reform,  by  frankly  telling 
them  to  reform  themselves,  and,  instead  of  mutilating. 
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to  appreciate  the  blessings  of  time-tried  institutions, 
which  the  inhabitants  of  Upper  Canada  had  proved 
to  possess  the  same  intrinsic  value  on  the  continent 
of  America^  as  they  had  possessed  in  the  old  country 
in  its  poblest  days. 

Far,  however,  from  adopting  this  course,  his  Majes- 
ty's Grovemment,  just  as  if  they  had  been  mortified 
at  the  triumph  which  had  been  gained,  and  just  as 
if  they  had  determined  that  its  salutary  consequences 
ought  immediately  to  be  arrested,  planned  a  mea- 
sure which  I  humbly  think  to  future  ages  will  appear 
not  only  incomprehensible,  but  incredible ! 

It  was  of  course  utterly  impossible  for  his  Majesty's 
Government  to  order  me  to  abandon  the  principle 
which  before  the  whole  continent  of  North  America 
I  had  successfully  maintained,  namely,  ''  that  the 
Executive  Council  is  not  responsible  to  the  people/' 

1.  Because,  as  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  pro- 
vince, I  had  been  supported  in  that  principle  by  the 
Toice  of  the  people  at  the  general  election. 

2.  Because  the  Legislative  Council  had  supported 
the  same  principle. 

3.  Because  the  House  of  Assembly,  shortly  after 
they  had  been  elected,  had  adopted  by  a  trium- 
phut  majority  the  following  opinion  (date  22nd  Feb. 
1836)  of  their  Committee : — 

"  The  question  regarding  the  Executive  Council  it  is 
pertiaps  unnecessary  to  discuss.  Never  was  the  public 
opinion  more  clearly,  more  emphatically  expressed  than  on 


156 

that  very  subject^  at  the  late  general  election.  A  large 
majority  of  your  Honourable  House  was^  as  your  Commit- 
tee firmly  believe,  returned  as  advocating  principles  and 
opinions  diametrically  opposed  to  those  contained  in  this 
second  resolution."  [This  second  resolution  of  the  House 
of  Assembly  in  Lower  Canada  was  to  render  the  Bxeetih 
tive  Council  of  this  province  directly  responsible  to  the 
representatives  of  the  people^*  &c.] 

"  Your  Committee^  however^  cannot  let  pass  the  oppor* 
tunity  of  expressing  their  opinion^  that  the  Governor,  Lieu- 
tenant-Governor, or  person  administering  the  government 
of  this  province,  is  intrusted  with  the  exercise  of  the  royal 
prerogative  within  the  same,  and  that  he,  and  not  the  Exe^ 
cutive  Council,  is  constitutionally  responsible,  as  well  to  the 
Sovereign  as  to  the  people  of  this  province,  for  the  impar- 
tial and  upright  performance  of  the  duties  of  his  office;  a 
responsibiUty  essential  to  the  preservation  of  the  rights  and 
liberties  of  his  Majesty^s  subjects  in  Upper  Canada*  and 
which  it  is  the  important  duty  of  their  representatives  to 
maintain  and  enforce,  and  not  to  suffer  that  responsi- 
bility, so  far  as  depends  on  them,  to  be  weakened  or  de- 
stroyed, by  transferring  the  whole  or  any  portion  of  it  to 
other  parties;  and  that  any  attempt  to  transfer  to  the  Exe- 
cutive Council  this  responsibility,  and,  as  a  necessary  conse- 
quence, the  power  and  patronage  vested  by  law  in  the  per- 
son administering  the  government,  is  in  derogation  of  the 
constitutional  charter,  and  would  be  dangerous  to  the  liber* 
ties  of  the  people,  injurious  to  the  stability  of  our  social  and 
political  institutions,  and  utterly  destructive  of  the  ties 
which  attach  this  colony  to  the  British  empire." 

As  it  appears  from  the  foregoing  extracts  how  firmly 
the  Legislature  and  inhabitants  of  Up)>er  Canada  stood 


157 


combined  together  heart  and  hand  to  resist  the  repub- 
lican  principle  of  making  the  Executive  Council 
"  responsible  to  the  people,''  it  was  with  regret  I  re- 
ceived from  the  Colonial  Office  a  despatch  dated 
2dth  July,  1836,  in  which  after  some  highly  compli- 
mentary sentences,  it  was  ominously  observed,  "  His 
Majesty* s  Government  look  to  no  transiefit  results  or 
temporary  triumphs  /" 

That  the  results  of  the  contest  in  which  we  had 
been  engaged  would  not  be  "  transient,"  or  its 
**  triumph  temporary",  were,  at  the  time  this  despatch 
was  written,  as  clear  to  every  loyal  subject  in  our 
North  American  Colonies  as  they  have  since  been 
proved  by  the  repeated  repulses  which  the  American 
people  have  met  with  wherever  they  have  unjustifiably 
attempted  to  invade  the  Canadas  for  the  purpose  of 
forcing  upon  us  their  loathsome  institutions.  Still 
it  was  evident  to  me  from  the  sentence  above  quoted 
— from  the  non-publication  in  England  of  my  de- 
spatches announcing  the  moral  victory  that  had  been 
gained — and  from  the  remarkable  ministerial  silence 
that  had  prevailed  on  the  subject  in  both  Houses  of 
Parliament,  that  the  Colonial  Office  was  but  little 
disposed  to  change  its  policy.  I  own,  however,  I 
was  not  prepared  for  the  astonishing  course  which 
I  will  endeavour  as  shortly  as  possible  to  relate. 

As  if  determined  to  fulfil  its  own  prophecy  by 
proving  that  in  Upper  Canada  the  "  triumph'*  gained 
would  be  *'  temporary,"  and  the  results  "  transient/' 
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the  Colonial  Office,  on  the  30th  September,  1836. 
addressed  to  me  a  despatch,  which,  after  asserting  a 
most  melancholy  axiom,  namely,  that  '^  it  is  vain 
to  suppose  that  any  concession  can  be  made  to  the 
General  Assembly  of  any  one  of  the  North  American 
provinces  and  \idthheld  from  the  rest,"  enclosed  to 
me  copies  of  despatches  and  instructions  to  his  Ex- 
cellency Lieutenant- General  Sir  Archibald  Camp- 
bell, JLdeut.-Governor  of  New  Brunswick,  to  whidi  he 
was  ordered  to  give  general  publicity,  and  which  I  was 
desired  to  consider,  as  far  as  they  could  be  applied 
to  Upper  Canada,  ''  as  addressed  to  myself.*'  The 
despatch  then  proceeded  to  say,  '*  It  has  appeared 
to  me  (the  Secretary  of  State)  that  it  would  be  very 
desirable  to  accelerate  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature 
of  New  Brunswick,  in  order  that  the  nature  of  the 
proposed  anangements  in  that  province  might  be  well 
understood  in  both  the  Canadas  and  in  Nova  Scotia, 
before   the   opening  of  the   regular  session  of  the 

General  Assemblies  in  those  provinces 

It  is  further  my  wish,  that  the  meeting  of  the 
Upper  Canada  Assembly  though  postponed  for  some 
weeks  after  that  of  New  Brunswick,  should  pro- 
cede,  by  an  equal  period,  the  meeting  of  the  Lower 
Province.*' 

As  the  whole  of  the  despatches  to  Sir  Archibald 
Campbell  have  been  published  throughout  every 
province  in  North  America,  I  need  hardly  say,  that 
the    **  proposed    arrangements"   which    were   thus 
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ordered  to  be  effected,  contained  not  only  directions 
for  the  surrender  of  the  casual  and  territorial  revenues 
igainst  which  I  had  so  humbly  but  so  strongly  re- 
monstrated, but  the  following  order  to  Sir  Archibald 
Campbell : — "  In  making  your  selection  (for  seats  in 
his  Majesty's  Elxecutive  Council)  you  will  not  confine 
yourself  to  a  single  class  or  description  of  persons, 
bat  wiU  endeavour  to  ensure  the  presence  in  the 
Council  of  gentlemen  representing  the  variotis  in* 
teresU  which  exist  in  the  province,  and  possessing  at 
tie  same  time  the  confidence  of  the  people  at 

By  this  most  extraordinary  and  complicated 
arrangement,  the  triumph  which  the  loyal  inhabitants 
of  our  North  American  Colonies  had  gained  over  the 
demands  of  the  Republicans  was  not  only  proved  to  be 
**  temporary,"  but  was  completely  destroyed. 

Instead  of  allowing  the  Legislature  of  Upper  Ca- 
nada to  continue  to  lead  the  way  towards  real  reform 
by  the  merciless  eradication  of  Republican  principles, 
it  was  not  only  ordered  to  the  rear,  but  as  it  were 
confined  there  in  irons  by  the  Colonial  Office  until 
the  Ideutenant-Governor  of  New  Brunswick  could  as- 
semble the  Legislature  of  that  province,  publicly  to 
surrender  to  them,  among  other  concessions,  the  very 
point  which,  before  the  whole  continent,  the  Upper 
Canadian  Legislature  had  successfully  defended  from 
the  Republicans :  for  I  submit  to  the  intelligence  of 
the  civilised  world,  that  this  decision  of  the  Colonial 
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Office  respecting  the  Executive  Council,  when 
divested  of  the  diplomatic  language  in  which  it  was 
couched  was  a  direct  surrender  of  the  question  in 
dispute.  I  ask,  first,  whether  it  was  constitutional  to 
order  that  the  Governor's  Executive  Council  should 
be  made  ^^  to  represent  the  various  interests*^  which 
were  already  represented  in  the  House  of  Assembly; 
and  secondly,  whether  there  is  any  difference  between 
the  Colonial  Office  ordering  the  Executive  Council 
**  to  possess  the  confidence  of  the  people  at  large^* 
and  the  republican  demand  which  the  people  of  Upper 
Canada  had  resisted,  namely,  ''  thfU  the  Ejpeeuthe 
Council  must  be  responsible  to  the  people?** 

But  perhaps,  after  all,  the  most  iistonishing  fact  in 
the  whole  of  this  proceeding  is,  that  not  only  these 
concessions^  but  various  others,  which  were  ordered 
to  be  promulgated  by  Sir  Archibald  Campbell 
tlirougliout  the  whole  of  our  North  American  colonies, 
appear  to  have  been  arranged  in  the  Colonial  Office 
by  Messrs.  Crane  and  Wilmot,  two  deputies  from 
the  Mouse  of  Assembly  of  New  Brunswick  ! 

Without  meaning,  in  any  degree,  to  compare  these 
two  most  respectable  gentlemen  with  Mr.  M'Kenzie 
still  one  would  have  thought  that  the  fatal  experience 
which  the  Colonial  Office  had  so  dearly  purchased  by 
listening  to  the  latter  individual  would  have  proved 
the  impropriety  of  the  principle  of  legislating  on  ex 
parte  statements,  proceeding  either  from  the  people  or 
from  the  representatives  of  tlie  people,  without  refer* 
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ring  them  to  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  Executive 
Goancil,  and  Le^slative  Council  of  the  colony !  The 
following  extracts,  however,  of  the  despatches  alluded 
to  from  the  Colonial  Office  to  Sir  Archibald  Campbell, 
deariy  show,  not  only  that  the  old  system  continued, 
but  duit  vires  acqtdsiverta  eundo. 

BztniGt  of  a  despatch  to  Sir  A.  Campbell,  dated 
IXnming-Street,  3l8t  Aug.  1836,  and  published  in 
New  Brunswick : — **  I  have  also  been  in  communi- 
catkm  with  these  gentlemen  (Messrs.  Crane  and  Wil- 
mot),  as  well  on  the  matters  to  which  the  address  ad- 
vect8»  88  on  others  connected  with  the  colony  ^ 

A  second  despatch  to  Sir  A.  Campbell,  dated 
5th  Sept.  1836,  encloses — 

"  Copies  of  the  correspondence  which  had  passed  on  the 
subject  of  that  address,  and  on  other  matters  of  a  public 
Bature  between  this  department  and  Messrs.  Crane  and 
unknot,  the  gentlemen  deputed  by  the  House  of  Assembly 
tn  represent  them  in  this  country.  Having  communicated 
to  MeasTB.  Crane  and  Wilmot  the  draft  of  my  despatch  of 
the  Slst  ultimo,  I  have  received  from  them  the  enclosed 
observations  upon  it  I  have  also  had  with  them  personal 
eommunication  on  the  subject  I  now  proceed  to  inform 
3POU  in  what  respects  his  Majesty  has,  in  consequence^  been 
pleased  to  ^rect  that  the  instructions  contained  in  my  de- 
spatch of  the  Slst  ultimo  shall  be  altered  or  modified. 

*'The  first  alteration  proposed  by  Messrs.  Crane  and 
Wilmot  is,  that  the  Executive  Council  could,  in  compliance 
with  the  wishes  of  the  Assembly,  be  at  once  enlarged,  with- 
4Mit  waiting  for  the  further  deliberation  contemplated  in  my 
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despatch  of  the  31st  uhimo.  On  this  point,  his  Majesty, 
aPter  due  consideration  of  the  arguments  urged  by  the 
House  of  Assembly,  and  of  the  representations  of  Messrs 
Crane  and  Wilmot,  is  prepared  to  adopt  the  necessary  step 
for  meeting  the  wishes  of  the  Assembly ^ 

It  appears  that  these  concessions  to  one  brgnch 
only  of  the  Legislature  produced  the  natural  effect 
of  increasing,  rather  than  of  satiating,  the  yoracious 
appetite  of  Messrs.  Crane  and  Wilmot,  for  a  third 
despatch  to  Sir  Archibald  Campbell,  dated  lOth 
September,  1836,  referring  to  the  two  previous 
despatches  observes — 

'*  In  one  respect,  the  arrangements  announced  in  the 
despatches  just  referred  to  are  defective.  They  (fa>  not 
comprise  any  detailed  explanation  of  the  provisions  of  the 
Act,  to  be  made  for  securing  the  civil  list,  and  fiNr  the 
general  sale  of  the  Crown  lands.  I  am  yet  engaged  in  cor- 
respondence with  Messrs.  Crane  and  Wilmot  on  these  tO{Hei» 
and  some  time  may>  probably,  elapse  before  /  cam  settle 
vith  these  gentlemen  what  are  the  precise  terms  in  which 
those  laws  ought  to  be  drawn  up.  You  will  not,  howerfT, 
postpone  on  tliat  account  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature,  or 
the  communications  which  are  to  be  made  to  them.** 

The  Legislature  was  ordered  to  be  convened  with 
the  least  possible  delay,  and  the  despatch  to  Sir 
Archibald  Campbell  then  observes — 

"  Considerations  applying  not  to  New  Brunswick  alone, 
but  to  the  other  British  North  American  provinces  also, 
require  that  no  time  should  be  lost  in  giving  general  fmbli* 
city  to  the  proposals  which  you  are  authorised  to  make. 
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You  willy  therefore^  take  the  necessary  measures  for  conven- 
ing  file  General  Assemblyj  for  the  dispatch  of  business  on 
the  receipt  of  this  despatch. 

"On  the  meeting  of  the  Legislature,  you  will,  by  a  mes- 
sage, communicate  to  the  Legislative  Council,  and  to  the 
Assembly,  copies  of  my  despatches  of  the  31st  of  August 
and  of  the  5th  of  September.  It  is  my  wish  that  no  need- 
leas  reserve  should  be  practised  on  this  occasion. 

^Hie  views  eiiplained  in  those  despatches  having  been 
maturely  adopted,  after  a  full  and  careful  investigation,  it  is 
dewable  that  they  should  be  fully  known,  and  clearly 
deidoped  to  the  Legislative  bodies  of  New  Brunswick,  and 
through  them  to  the  Legislatures  of  the  other  British  North 
American  Provinces^ 

The  severe  mortification  which  this  infatuated 
course  of  policy  of  the  Colonial  Office  produced  in 
Upper  Canada  is  indescribable.  The  Loyalists  were 
again  disheartened,  the  Republicans  again  exultingly, 
diCN]^  untruly,  boasted  that  the  Home  Government 
was  with  them. 

His  Excellency,  Ldeutenant-Genenil  Sir  Archibald 
Campbell,  seeing  the  effect  produced,  not  only  in  New 
Brunswick,  but  througJwut  all  the  British  North 
American  Colonies,  by  the  representations  of  a  single 
pur  of  "  delegates,"  from  a  single  branch  of  the 
Legislature  of  a  single  province — feeling  how  com- 
pletely his  authority  was  superseded — how  hopeless  it 
was  for  him  to  attempt  to  maintain  monarchical 
institutions,  while  the  Colonial  Office  openly  legis- 
lated on  the  democratic  principle  of  '^  delegates^''  (the 
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very  name  of  wliich  was  most  offensive  to  tlie  Royal- 
ists,; and  openly  disapproving,  on  constitutional 
grounds,  of  the  mode  in  virhich  the  King's  casual 
and  territorial  revenues  were  proposed  to  be  surren- 
dered^-expressed  himself  to  his  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, in  terms  which  will,  probably^  ere  long,  come 
to  light. 

On  his  Majesty's  representative  hesitating  to  sur- 
render the  revenues  of  the  Crown,  until  he  eouU 
merely  receive  an  answer  from  the  Colonial  Office 
to  the  objections  which,  without  loss  of  time,  he  had 
submitted  to  it,  the  House  of  Assembly,  nuide 
impatient  by  their  successes,  immediately  petitioned 
the  King. 

The  following  extract  from  a  respectable  paper 
will  explain  the  sentiments  as  well  as  the  fate  of  this 
gallant  veteran,  who  (though  I  have  never  seen  him, 
or  corresponded  with  him)  I  believe,  I  may  say,  left 
his  post  honoured  and  respected  by  every  loyal  subject 
in  Upper  Canada. 

It  appears  that  the  conduct  of  Sir  Archibald  Campbell, 
Lieutenant-Governor  of  New  Brunswick,  with  respect  to 
the  Civil  List,  has  excited  so  much  of  tlie  displeasure  of 
the  Assembly  of  that  province,  as  to  induce  them  to  de- 
spatch a  deputation  to  England  with  an  address  to  his  Ma- 
jesty,  praying  for  the  recall  of  Sir  Archibald.  To  the  com- 
mittee who  waited  upon  his  Excellency  with  this  address, 
the  gallant  veteran  made  the  following  reply — a  reply  worthy 
of  the  man  and  his  services  to  his  King  and  country  : — 
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Beply  of  Sir  A*  Campbell  to  a  Deputation  from  the 
House  of  Assembly^  New  BruDswick. 

GXKTLEMBK^ 

The  conscientious  rectitude  of  my  own  conduct  render 
the  subject  of  this  address  to  me  a  matter  of  the  most  per- 
fect indifference. 

I  have  had  the  honour  of  serving  his  Majesty  for  nearly 
half  a  century,  in  almost  every  quarter  of  the  globe ;  and  I 
tniBt  those  services  have  been  such  as  to  suffer  no  diniinu- 
tioQ  in  the  estimation  of  my  Sovereign,  from  any  represen- 
tatioo  that  may  be  made  by  the  House  of  Assembly  of  New 
Bmnswick. 

I  need  hardly  say,  that  no  one  in  our  British  North 
American  colonies  felt  the  shock  of  Sir  Archibald 
CimpbeU's  retirement  more  keenly  than  I  did,  for 
in  his  fate  I  clearly  reai»  as  addressed  to  myself,  the 
words,  "  Mene,  Mene,  TekeU  Upharsin'"  My  hour, 
liowever,  had  not  yet  arrived ;  and  I  have,  therefore, 
in  the  interim,  to  lay  before  the  reader  the  following 
despatches,  which  will  show  the  nature  of  the  diffi- 
cohieB  with  which  I  continued  to  struggle. 


No.  103. 

Tanmto,  Upper  Canada, 

30th  December,  1836. 
Mt  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  reply  to  your  Lordship's  de- 
spatch. No.  93,  as  also  to  one  marked  "  confidential,*' 
and  dated  30th  September,  1836. 

In  the  former  communication  I  am  informed  that 
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his  Majesty's  Government  has  assented  to  twelve  road 
bills,  which  at  the  close  of  the  last  session  I  had 
reserved.  In  the  latter,  I  am  furnished  with  copies 
of  three  despatches  addressed  through  Sir  Ardiiball 
Campbell  to  the  Governors  of  all  the  North  Ame* 
rican  Colonies. 

Previous  to  reporting  to  your  Lordship  the  embaiw 
rassment  which  has  been  occasioned  here  by  the  above 
communications,  I  beg  leave  to  state  that  I  am  folfy 
sensible  that  any  general  system  or  course  of  poliey 
which  it  may  be  advisable  to  adopt  throughout  the 
North  American  Colonies,  may,  though  generally 
beneficial,  be  productive  of  embarrassment  in  parti- 
cular places.  All  I  therefore  desire  to  do  is  fiuthfiilly 
to  apprise  your  Lordship  of  >  Ihe  effect  which  the  de- 
spatches referred  to  have  produced  in  this  province. 

In  my  despatch,  No.  44, 1  had  the  honour  to  inform 
your  Lordship, ''  that  although,  with  the  advice  of  my 
Executive  Council,  I  had  reserved  all  the  money 
bills  for  the  signification  of  his  Majesty's  pleasure, 
yet  there  were  three  of  them,  to  which  the  Council 
concurred  with  me  in  recommending  that  the  Royal 
Assent  should  immediately  be  given." 

I  added,  '^  It  would  have  given  me  much  pleasure 
to  have  at  once  assented  to  these  three  bills ;  but  I 
conceive  it  was  of  greater  importance  to  maintain 
the  principle,  that  the  House  of  Assembly  is  not  to 
be  allowed  to  embarrass  the  Government,  without  also 
embarrassing  the  country,  and  that  to  withhold  tlie 
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Supiriies  does  not  mean  to  stop  the  Government  wheel, 
but  the  whole  machmeiy  of  the  Legislature/' 

Willi  respect  to  the  other  twelve  bills,  I  had  much 
itoMtgei  reasons  for  reserving  them;  inasmuch  as 
the  expenditure  of  the  money  voted  in  each  bill  had, 
fiwr  well-known  revolutionary  purposes,  been  uncon- 
stitntionally  committed  to  Republican  Commissioners, 
wfcicfa  fiict  in  my  despatch  to  your  Lordship,  No.  64, 
dated  29th  July,  1836,  I  endeavoured  to  explain  as 
bflows  ?-^ 

^  Before  I  set  out,  I  am  anxious  to  address  your 
Lordship  on  the  subject  of  the  Commissionerships, 
wfaicfa  were  passed  by  the  House  of  Assembly  during 
tfieir  last  session,  and  which  will  be  best  explained 
hy  the  enclosed  copy  of  my  reply  to  an  address  I 
reorived  from  the  Township  of  Pickering. 

••  Hie  sum  voted  by  the  House  of  Assembly  of  this 
ptovince  nominally  for  road-money,  amounts  to 
50,000/.  a  year ;  and  as  this  money  is  not  only  voted, 
bat  placed  at  the  disposal  of  certain  members  of  the 
House  who  are  self-appointed  by  the  Assembly  as 
ahried  Commissioners,  it  becomes  a  political  engine 
of  enormous  unconstitutional  power. 

^  The  insidious  uses  to  which  it  has  been  applied, 
bsie,  I  can  assure  your  Lordship,  been  revolutionary  ; 
and  I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  fact,  that,  in 
4e  enclosed  printed  list,  the  name  of  Mr.  Peter 
Perry  occurs  no  less  than  six  times." 
Having  thus  submitted  to  your  Lordship  the  rea- 
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sons  for  which  I  bad  reserved  all  the  money  bills  of 
the  late  House  of  Assembly,  I  awaited  your  Lord* 
ship's  justification  of  the  measure,  which  in  your 
despatch.  No.  73,  was,  very  much  to  my  satigfiMstioa, 
unequivocally  expressed. 

It  now  became  necessary,  that,  previous  to  the 
meeting  of  the  present  Legislature,  I  should  deter- 
mine on  the  measures  it  would  be  advisable  to  reeom- 
mend  in  my  speech  from  the  throne. 

The  addresses  I  received  from  both  Houses  in  repfy 
to  this  communication  will  ere  this  have  expbined 
to  your  Lordship  that  my  proposed  measures  met 
with  the  cordial  approbation  of  the  Legislature; 
which  accordingly  at  once  set  to  work  by  appointing 
a  joint  committee  to  inspect  and  report  on  the  state 
of  the  Welland  Canal,  and,  indeed,  on  all  the  other 
important  changes  I  had  submitted  for  consideration. 

Nothing  could  be  more  satisfactory  and  praise- 
worthy than  the  cool,  business-like  progress  whidi 
the  Legislature  was  making,  and  the  complete 
government  of  all  those  feelings  of  triumph  whick 
it  has  been  my  earnest  endeavour  to  discourage  and 
suppress.  No  angry  expressions  had  been  uttered 
even  in  the  House  of  Assembly ;  and  after  the  storm 
it  had  experienced,  the  public  mind  was  rapidly  sab- 
siding  into  a  calm,  when  all  on  a  sudden  I  received 
your  Lordship's  despatch,No.93,dated  6th  September, 
1836,  containing  the  Royal  Assent  to  all  the  bills  I 
had  reserved,  which  not  only  confused  the  arrange- 
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meats  the  JLegislature  had  commenced^  but  through- 
out the  whole  province  caused  the  resurrection  of  the 
RepuUicans  as  political  Commissioners,  with  large 
floms  of  money  at  their  command. 

On  receiving  this  conmiunication,  my  first  im 
^emon  was  to  suppress  it :  however,  on  reflection, 
it  appeared  to  me,  that  I  ought  to  allow  myself  to  be 
diiraa  by  the  Republicans  from  this  province,  rather 
than  presume  to  stay  the  execution  of  the  King's  will ; 
lod  accordingly,  of  two  evils,  choosing  the  least, 
Itcansmitted  His  Majesty's  assent  to  the  twelve  bills 
to  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature. 

My  Lord,  I  had  not  recovered  from  this  shock, 
when  I  received  the  confidential  despatch,  dated  the 
30th  of  September,  1836,  informing  me  that  at  the 
instagalion  of  agents  from  only  one  branch  of  the  Le- 
gislature of  New  Brunswick,  your  Lordship   had 
deemed  it  advisable,  through  Sir  Archibald  Camp- 
Mi,  to  promulgate  to  all  the  North  American  colo- 
laes  that,  among  other  arrangements^  the  Executive 
Council  was  to  be  increased  in  number,  and  hence- 
farward  to  be  composed  of  individuals  *'  possessing 
He  confidence  of  the  peopk" 

In  my  reply  of  the  5th  of  March  last,  to  my  late 
Sieeutive  Council,  which  had  been  honoured  by  your 
Lordship's  approval,  I  had  stated,  ''  The  Lieutenant- 
Governor  maintains,  that  the  responsibility  to  the 
FBOPLB,  who  are  already  represented  by  the  House  of 
(■    Assembly*  which  the  Council  assumes,  is  unconsti- 
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tutional ;  that  it  is  the  duty  of  the  Council  to  serve 

HIM,  not  THEM." 

Your  liordship  cannot  have  forgotten  the  total  de- 
feat which  the  Kepublicans  experienced  by  raildy 
attempting  to  drive  me  from  this  invindble  position ; 
and  as  the  British  population  of  the  North  Amerieu 
Colonies  were  eager  spectators  of  the  conflict,  your 
Lordship  will,  I  am  sure,  pardon  me  for  expreering 
the  feelings  of  mortification  and  depression  with  wUdi 
I  now  recollect  the  prophecies  which,  ever  since  the 
commencement  of  the  political  war  I  have  waged 
here,  have  invariably  foreboded  that  I  should  not  be 
supported  by  the  British  Government. 

'*  It  is  out  of  my  power'*  (I  stated  in  my  despatch, 
No.  24,  dated  6th  of  April  last)  "  to  describe  to  your 
Lordship,  without  the  appearance  of  exaggeration,  the  joj 
and  gladness  expressed  to  me  by  all  parties  at  the  consti- 
tutional resistance  I  have  made;  but  I  will  not  oonenl 
from  your  Lordship  that  there  is  one  question  at  this  mo* 
nient  in  almost  everybody's  mouth,  namely,  '  Will  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  be  supported  by  the  Home-Grovern- 
ment?'  ^  lie  never  will,'  say  the  Radicals;  '  We  fear  he 
will  not,'  say  the  Constitutionists." 

My  Lord,  there  is  no  portion  of  your  Lordship's 
instructions  which  I  am  not  at  this  moment  preparing 
to  carry  into  effect.  I  have  made  it  generally  known 
that  I  am  alK)ut  to  surrender  to  the  Provincial  Legis* 
lature  the  casual  and  territorial  revenues  of  the  Crown; 
and  1  have  also  informed  the  Chairman  of  a  Com- 
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nnttae  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  to  whom  the  re- 
vision of  the  Land-granting  Department  has  been 
HBfiured,  that,  under  certain  restrictions^  1  am  autho- 
liud'bjr  Ifis  Majesty's  Government,  moreover,  to 
amoader  to  the  Provincial  Legislature  the  authority 
ta  legdate  the  disposal  of  the  Grown  Lands ;  but  I 
legnt  to  inform  your  Lordship,  that  the  leading  re- 
eomiMndation  contained  in  the  report  of  the  said 
Gommittee  on  the  Land-granting  Department  is,  that 
dte  niiK^e  of  the  said  Grown  Lands  shall  at  once  be 
1^  oimd  to  the  public,  (or,  in  other  words,  to  the  people,) 
it  the  low  price  of  five  shillings  an  acre  ! 

But  who  is  there  now  in  the  province  to  resist  this 
proposal? 

The  only  individual  who  might  be  expected  to  pro^ 
tat  the  interests  of  the  emigrant,  is  the  Lieutenant- 
flovemor,  but  I  fear  this  expectation  cannot  now  be 
mlised ;  for  by  the  late  instructions  to  Sir  A.  Camp- 
Wl,  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  if  he  attempted  to 
guard  the  Crown  lands,  would  not  only  find  the  two 
bmnches  of  the  Legislature  against  him,  but  his  own 
Executive  Gouncii  might  reasonably  argue,  that  un^ 
less  they  also  opposed  him,  they  would  forfeit  **  the 
emfUenee  of  the  people  ; "  and  it  is  impossible  to  offer 
a  more  convincing  proof  of  the  reality  of  this  danger, 
than  by  referring  to  the  petition  which,  shortly  after  my 
arrival  here,  was  forwarded  to  your  Lordship,  earnestly 
recommending,  as  surveyor-general  of  this  province,  a 
clerk  in  the  office  who  (although  a  most  loyal,  gallant 
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subject)  had  been  proved  to  have  been  acting  cbntraiy 
to  express  orders  as  private  agent. 

Your  Lordship  has  only  to  review  this  Ringnhr 
petition,  to  perceive  that  it  contains  the  namei  rf 
almost  every  member  of  both  Houses  of  the  Liegidft- 
ture ;  and  it  therefore  clearly  follows,  that  had  thb 
appointment  depended  on  the  Provincial  Legidar 
ture,  it  would  most  certainly  have  been  carried  into 
effect. 

The  necessity  of  protecting  the  emigrant  from  thB 
rapacity  of  the  settled  inhabitant,  has  just  been  conh 
firmed  by  the  highest  possible  practical  authority, 
namely,  by  Mr.  President  Jackson,  of  the  United 
States,  who,  in  his  message  promulgated  last  week* 
makes  the  following  confession : — 

(After  commenting  at  considerable  length  on  ths 
President's  speech,  and  on  the  preponderating  infltt* 
ence  which  Messrs.  Crane  and  Wilmot  had  obtained 
in  the  Ck)lonial  Office,  the  despatch  proceeds  as 
follows : — ) 

It  will,  I  hope,  be  liberally  construed  as  no  want 
of  attachment  to  your  Lordship,  or  of  fidelity  to  his 
Majesty's  Government,  if  I  acknowledge,  that  I  feel 
jealous  of  the  intervention  of  a  new  influence,  alien  to 
the  constitution  of  this  legislature. 

The  British  Constitution  has  nothing  whatever  to 
fear  from  its  low-bred  antagonist  Democracy,  in  Ame- 
rica, if  his  Majesty's  Government  will  not  avert  from 
us  its  suppoit. 
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nought  shall  malre  us  rae, 


If  England  to  herself  do  rest  bat  true." 

But,  if  the  Lieutenant-Governors  of  our  colonies 
be  sentenced  to  contend  with — 

1.  PubUe  opinion,  or^  in  other  words,  the  opinion 
•/  "  the  people:' 

Si  The  House  of  Assembbf,  or  the  representatives 
^  **  tte  peopk:' 

3.  An  Executive  Council  required  to  possess  the 
mfdenee  of  "  the  people."' 

4.  Agents  in  England,  enjoying  the  ear  and  cpn- 
fid^ice  of  his  Majesty *s  Government,  as  being  the  re- 
pmentatives  of  the  representatives  of  "  the  people :" 

And  lastly,  if,  as  a  general  rule,  all  our  colonies  are 
to  surrender  whatever  prerogative  any  one  of  them  in 
prticular  may  be  deprived  of,  by  which  arrangement 
the  weakest  Lieutenant-Governor,  whoever  he  may 
b^  will  lead  all  the  rest,  (which  is  certainly  contrary 
to  military  tactics,  for  the  guards  at  Waterloo  never 
for  a  moment  thought  of  giving  up  Hougoumont,  be- 
cnise  some  of  the  Belgian  infantry  ran  away,)  I  think 
yomr  Lordship,  on  reflection,  will  perceive,  that  in- 
fkaA  of  crushing  democracy  in  this  continent,  we 
ikdl  actually  be  creating  it  in  our  colonies. 

I  have  ventured  to  offer  to  your  Lordship's  impar- 
tad  consideration  the  above  suggestions,  in  opposi- 
ion  to  Messrs.  Crane  and  Wilmot*s  recommendations, 
hat  certain  alterations  should  be  made  in  those 
Dstructions  which,  on  leaving  England,  I  had  the 
lonour  to  receive  from  your  Lordship. 
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Under  those  iustructioiis,  I  had  successfully  con- 
tended with  democracy  in  America,  and,  confident  of 
the  eventual  result  of  this  noble  struggle,  1  had  only 
required  of  his  Majesty's  Government  **  the  negaU9e 
fusistance  of  not  being  undermined  at  home.*' 

The  more  seriously  I  contemplate  the  politiGal  tran- 
quillity of  this  province,  the  more  steadfastly  am  I  otm- 
firmed  in  my  opinion,  that  cool,  stem,  decisive,  on- 
conciliating  measures  form  the  most  popular  descrip- 
tion of  government  that  can  be  exercised  towards  the 
free  and  high-minded  inhabitants  of  the  Canadas. 

I  have,  &c. 

F.  B.  Hkad. 

The  Lord  Glenelg,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

No.  1. 

Toronto,  Upper  Canada,  Jan.  I3th,  1837. 
My  Lord, 

The  election  of  aldennen  and  common  council- 
men  for  the  five  wards  of  this  city  closed  yesterday, 
and  the  result  is  creating  so  much  sensation  in  this 
province,  that  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  communicate  it  to 
your  Lordship. 

Ever  since  the  termination  of  tlie  general  elections 
in  July  last,  tlie  wreck  of  the  republican  faction, 
whose  head-quarters  are  at  Toronto,  have  been  en- 
deavouring to  demonstrate,  that  the  re-action  which 
has  taken  place  throughout  the  country  was  but 
the  mon\entary  effect  produced  by  my  replies  to  the 
addresses    I   received,  and   by  the  improper  issuing 
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of  patents,  in  short,  that  their  outworks  had  been  car- 
ried by  a  mere  eowp-de  main  ;  and  as  the  ekction  for 
the  metropolis  approached,  it  was  determined  by  the 
Radicals  to  display  the  power  they  yet  possessed  in 
their  citadel,  by  electing  as  tlie  new  mayor,  either  Mr. 
M'Kenrie,  or  one  of  the  three  gentlemen  (Dr.  Bald- 
win,* Mr.  George  Ridauty  or  Mr.  Small)  who  had 
been  dismissed  from  office  by  me. 

As  it  mattered  but  very  little  to  me  who  was 
mayor  of  this  city,  I  can  assure  your  Lordship,  that 
I  scarcely  ever  gave  the  subject  a  thought,  or  indeed 
bad  time  to  do  so :  however,  the  electors  of  the  city 
having  been  eye-witnesses  of  the  conflict  I  had  had 
with  the  Republicans — having  been  made  acquainted 
with  all  the  accusations  urged  against  me  by  Messrs. 
Hume  and  Duncombe — having  had  an  opportunity  of 
observing^  for  two  months,  the  practical  working  of 
the  new  House  of  Assembly,  and  of  reflecting,  for  a 
year,  on  the  course  of  policy  I  had  adopted,  they  un- 
equivocally expressed  their  verdict  in  my  favour,  by 
exterminating  the  twenty  republican  candidates  from 
every  single  ward  in  the  city,  and  by  electing  in  their 
st^ul  staunch  Constitutionists,  who,  in  every  in- 
stance excepting  one,  had  majorities  of  more  than 
two  to  one  over  their  opponents. 

As  not  a  single  patent  has  been  issued  during  the 

*  The  name  of  this  gentleman  will,  in  conjunction  with  that  of 
Mr.  Ex-Speater  Bid  well,  beghortly  brought  before  the  reader's  espe- 
cial attention. 
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elections,  and  as  almost  universal  suffrage  prevails,  tbe 
political  self-purification  of  this  metropolis  offien  a 
moral  which,  I  humbly  conceive,  does  not  require  t 
comment 

I  have,  &c. 

F.  B.  Head. 
The  Lord  Glenelg,  &c.  &c.  &c. 


I  now  transmitted  to  the  Colonial  Office  a  very 
long  despatch,  enclosing  the  minute  investigation,  and 
unqualified  vindication,  by  the  House  of  Assembly 
of  the  charges  brought  against  me  in  England,  by  Mr. 
Joseph  Hume  and  Dr.  Duncombe,  of  having  carried 
the  elections  by  ''  the  fabrication  of  votes.**  As  these 
documents  have  been  laid  before  the  House  of  G)m* 
mons,  by  his  Majesty's  Government^  I  need  not  here 
insert  them. 


No.  66. 

Upper  Canada,  Toronto,  May  5,  1837. 
My  Lord, 

With  reference  to  your  Lordship's  despatch  of  the 
12th  of  January  last.  No.  130,  in  which  is  enclosed 
a  letter  from  the  Deputy  Secretary  at  War,  stating* 
that  on  being  furnished  with  a  list  of  the  military 
pensioners  referred  to  in  my  despatch  of  the  19th  of 
October,  1836,  No.  84,  with  full  particulars  of  each 
man's  case,  the  Secretary  at  War  will  consider  whe- 
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ther  any  mode  of  relief  to  any  of  them  is  within  his 
power,  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lord- 
diip  a  report  from  Emigrant  agent  A.  B.  Hawke, 
aflfording  all  the  information  he  is  able  to  impart. 

As  the  three  branches  of  this  Legislature  have  al- 
ready respectfully  supplicated  his  Majesty  in  behalf 
of  these  miserable  men,  I  feel  it  would  be  improper  in 
me  to  say  anything  further  in  their  favour.  It  will 
appear  by  Mr.  Hawke's  report,  that  an  exact  list  of 
them  cannot  be  obtained,  and,  consequently,  that  full 
particulars  of  each  man's  case  cannot  be  submitted 
to  the  Secretary-at- War : — the  following  general 
deseriptimi  of  their  situation  will  however  apply  very 
Dearly  to  them  all. 

Hie  commuted  pensioner  in  Upper  Canada  is  an 
improvident  veteran  with  whom  the  British  Govern- 
ment has  profitably  made  a  hard  bargain ;  having 
spent  his  best  days  in  the  service  of  his  country,  from 
severe  service  and  hard  drinking  he  has  not  remaining 
strength  to  gain  in  this  climate  sufficient  subsistence, 
and  consequently  every  mnter  he  suffers  most  bit- 
terly both  from  cold  and  hunger. 

The  braver  he  is,  the  less  he  complains ;  but  his 
oferings  have  at  last  attracted  such  general  com- 
miseratioii,  that  last  year  the  legislature  felt  it  their 
doty  to  address  His  Majesty  on  the  subject. 

If  relief  be  withheld  from  these  poor,  worn-out, 
improvident  men,  another  winter  or  two  will  be  more 
than  many  of  them  can  withstand.     When  all  are 
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gone>  the  transaction,  so  far  as  regards  the  peemuai^ 
saving,  will  undoubtedly  be  at  an  end ;  but  I  respect- 
fully assure  your  Lordship,  it  is  generally  considerrf 
here  that  a  little  blot  will  remain  upon  the  briffiant 
history  of  this  province,  which  it  will  then  be  too 
late  to  efface. 

I  have,  &c., 

F.  B.  Heah. 


No.  66. 

Upper  Canada,  Toronto,  May  30,  1837. 
My  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordship  lia*> 
with  the  advice  of  my  Executive  Council,  I  have  th» 
day  determined  to  convene  the  Provincial  Parliament 
of  Upper  Canada  on  the  19ih  of  June. 

I  much  regret  this  measure,  as  the  Council  agrM 
with  me  in  the  opinion,  not  only  that  there  exists  no 
real  necessity  for  convening  the  Legislature,  but  tint 
the  proclamation  will  tend  to  ruffle  the  eommerdil 
tranquillity  which  at  present  exists  throughout  thii 
province. 

The  apprehension  that  there  would  be  a  run  on  tk 
chartered  banks  in  Upper  Canada,  in  consequence  <rf 
their  continuing  specie  payments,  has  proved  to  have 
been  groundless.  Nevertheless,  your  Lordship  wiB 
easily  imagine  that  it  is  impossible  for  me  to  act  eoD- 
trary  to  the  policy  of  the  surrounding  states,  withoni 
opposing  a  number  of  private  interests,  which  haft 
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itdy  been  joined  io  a  hue  and  cry  £or  the  assembling 
f  Ae  Ijegifilature ;  and  as  I  foresee,  that  whatever 
pdiumssmeiit  the  trade  of  this  province  may  have  to 
nflbr,  in  consequence  of  the  present  unexampled 
tale  of  the  monied  market,  would  be  industriously 
adared  to  be  the  effect  of  the  non-convention  of  the 
jegiaiature,  I  have  deemed  it  advisable  of  two  evils 
t>  choose  the  least,  and  meet  a  real  difficulty  rather 
ban  one  which  would  be  intangible. 

I  have  no  apprdiensions  respecting  the  result,  and 
expect  that  the  session  will  last  only  a  few  days. 

I  have,  &c. 

F.  B.  Head. 


No.  82. 

Upper  Canada,  Toronto,  July  12,  1837. 
Mv  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  a 
topy  of  my  speech  on  proroguing  the  Legislature 
of  this  province. 

In  my  despatch,  No.  66,  dated  the  30th  of  May, 
I  explained  to  your  Lordship  the  reasons  which  had 
kdnced  me  most  reluctantly  to  convene  the  Provincial 
flU'liandeDt,  and  as  soon  as  it  assembled  I  experienced 
lA  tiie  ^iflknihies  I  had  anticipated.  I  will  endeavour 
Io  explain  them  to  your  Lordship. 

The  rapid  improvements  which  for  some  years 
have  been  taking  place  in  the  United  States  have 
leen  a  mystery  which  few  people  have  been  able  to 

N  2 
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comprehend.  Every  uDdertakiiig  had  apparendf 
been  crowned  with  success  ;  every  man's  speculatmr 
had  seemed  to  answer ;  the  price  of  labour,  altboogir 
exorbitant,  had  everywhere  been  cheerfully  paid^ 
and  money  had  appeared  in  such  plenty,  that  it  hid 
profusely  been  given  in  barter  for  almost  every  oonw 
modity  that  came  to  market  In  short,  the  ooantay 
was  triumphantly  declared  to  be  '*  g<nng  a-heaiT 
and,  as  the  young  province  of  Upper  Canada  wai 
observed  to  be  unable  to  keep  up,  the  diffarenee  ia 
itb  progress  was  contemptuously  ascribed  to  the  diftr* 
ence  in  its  form  of  government. 

Monarchical  institutions  were  therefore  ridiculed, 
republican  principles  were  self-praised,  and  demo- 
cratic opinions  were  not  only  disseminated  over  tUi 
continent,  but,  crossing  the  Atlantic,  they  made  their 
appearauce  in  our  own  happy  country,  where  it  Im 
lately  been  deemed  by  many  people  fine  and  fashion- 
able to  point  to  the  United  States  of  America  as  a 
proof  that  riveting  religion  to  the  state,  and  that  no- 
bility of  mind,  are  to  commerce  what  friction  is  in 
mechanics. 

In  the  midst  of  all  this  theory,  the  whole  com- 
mercial system  of  the  United  States  suddenly  was 
observed  to  tumble  to  pieces,  its  boasted  prosperity 
being  converted  into  a  state  of  disorder  altogether 
new  in  the  moral  history  of  the  world,  for  the  repaUic 
declared  itself  to  be  bankrupt,  without  even  pretend- 
ing to  be  msolvent :  in  short,  its  banks  simultaneously 
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iliphnnoiired  their  own  notes,  keeping  specie  which 
belonged  to  their  creditors  in  their  vaults.  This 
example  of  the  banks  offered  a  pretext  to  any  man  to 
ihMdve  himself  from  his  debts  by  fictitious  bank- 
mplcy.  The  public  creditors  afar  off,  as  well  as  those 
<Ni  ihe  spot,  had  no  power  to  save  themselves,  and 
voder  these  circumstances  a  general  distrust  pre- 
Tuled. 

This  sudden  annihilation  of  national  credit  in  the 
United  States  produced  of  course  serious  incon- 
fenieDce  and  alarm  in  Upper  Canada. 

The  mysterious  prosperity  of  the   Republic  was 

wm  proved  to  have  been  produced  by  an  imprudent 

aod  reckless  system  of  discounting,  which  had  sup- 

flied  the  country  with  more  money  than  it  was  pos- 

oUe  for  it  to  repay  :  in  fact,  to  lend  money  having 

ken  supposed  to  be  quite  as  profitable  a  speculation 

m  to  borrow  it,  one  debt  had  been  contracted  to  pay 

mther ;  the  people  had  borrowed  of  the  banks,  the 

[   iNuiks  had  borrowed  of  each  other,  and  thus  the  credit 

i    aystem  had  been  strained  till  it  snapped. 

I      The  Chartered  Banks  of  Upper  Canada  clearly 

i   leid  the  moral  which  was  brought  so  immediately 

befiire  their  eyes,  and,  taking  warning  from  their 

jie%hbour8,  they  naturally  enough   suspended  their 

nmm  discounts :  this  precaution  caused  a  great  deal  of 

distress  to  all  the  farmers  and  merchants  who  had 

teen   in  the  habit  of  receiving  from  the  banks  what 

is  termed  **  accamtnodation.'*   The  more  the  applicants 
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proved  their  inability  to  continue  business  unless  tbqr 
were  assisted,  the  clearer  the  banks  percei?ed  the 
danger  of  relieving  them. 

The  borrowers  being  thus  unable  to  obtain  monej 
— ^the  last  year's  crop  of  potatoes  having  failed-^-tlie 
public  works  being  arrested -^nd  the  province  being 
invaded  by  a  number  of  emigrants,  who  were  roimiDg 
about  without  the  means  of  obtaining  food  or  rai- 
ployment,  it  was  natural  that  everybody  should  en- 
deavour to  search  out  the  cause  of  the  disorder  nrflidi 
was  observed  to  prevail. 

The  banks,  perfectly  sensible  of  the  real  reasmi, 
were  silent,  but  an  opinion  was  propagated  wUch 
rapidly  became  popular;  namely,  that  the  distres 
which  existed  arose  from  the  banks  continuing  their 
specie  payments. 

As  soon  as  the  Legislature  was  assembled,  this 
theory  was  very  strenuously  discussed,  but  the  meilh 
bers  of  the  House  of  Assembly  having,  besides  their 
public  duties,  a  variety  of  borrowing  and  other  private 
interests  to  represent,  it  was  found  almost  impracti- 
cable for  them  to  agree  either  respecting  the  disease 
or  the  remedy :  the  more  the  question  was  stirred  the 
more  turbid  it  became,  and,  as  no  party  would  eonh 
sent  to  abandon  their  opinions,  a  Bill  (see  A.),  whieh 
almost  embodied  them  all,  was  framed,  and,  after 
considerable  discussion,  it  was  carried  through  the 
House  by  the  following  majority : — 


183 

For  the  BUI  .  .  '  •     •  33 

Against  it      •      •      •  .      .   16 


Majority    •      .      .      .17 

In  this  Bill,  First,  the  Chartered  Banks  (although 
lliey  had  never  applied  for  tlie  indulgence)  were  re- 
lieved from  the  forfeiture  of  their  charters  in  case 
(hey  should  continue  their  business  after  they  had 
eeased  to  redeem  their  notes  in  specie. 

Secondly.  The  notes  of  all  the  banks  in  the  pro- 
nnce,  chartered  or  unchartered,  as  well  as  the  deben* 
tares  passed  during  the  last  session  of  the  Legisla- 
ture for  any  sum  over  six  pounds  6ve  shillings,  were 
in  eff^  made  legal  tender. 

On  this  Bill  coming  to  the  Legislative  Council  it 
was  amended  as  follows  (see  B.)  : — 

The  power  of  allowing  the  banks  to  continue  their 
jbvsiness  of  banking,  notwithstanding  their  suspension 
id  cash  payments,  was  placed  in  the  hands  of  the 
laeutenant-Govemor  in  Council^  and  the  making 
<tf  notes  or  debentures  legal  tenders  was  cancelled. 

On  the  amei^ments  of  the  Legislative  Council  re- 
.tuining  to  the  House  of  Assembly  they  were  rejected ; 
nd  after  a  long-protracted  discussion,  which  ended 
In  nothing,  a  number  of  the  members  in  despair  made 
fK^arations  for  returning  to  their  homes. 

On  the  very  eve  of  their  departure,  which  was 
justly  enough  hailed  by  the  Radicals  as  an  event 
certain  to  produce  a  revolution  in  the  province,  the 
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House  of  Assembly  became  sensible  of  the  calamity 
they  were  about  to  create. 

The  amended  Bill  of  the  Legislative  Council  was 
again  considered,  and,  after  a  most  desperate  strug^^ 
between  public  and  private  interest,  it  was  with  a  veiy ' 
few  trifling  alterations  carried  by  a  small  majority, 
and,  being  accepted  by  the  Legislative  Council,  it  was 
assented  to  by  me ;  and  thus  the  question  which  had 
threatened  to  convulse  this  province  (to  say  nothing 
of  the  effects  it  would  have  produced  in  Lower 
Canada)  was  satisfactorily  settled  and  concluded. 

The  above  account  may  induce  your  Lordship 
to  conceive  that  the  republican  and  constitutional 
parties  in  the  House  of  Assembly  of  Upper  Canada 
are  nearly  balanced,  but  this  is  by  no  means  the  case. 

The  policy  of  the  Republicans  has  always  beeiif 
and  still  is^  to  arrest  improvements  of  every  descrip- 
tion, and,  by  encouraging  whatever  tends  to  create 
embarrassment  and  distress,  to  bring  Monarchical 
Government  into  disrepute:  instead,  therefore,  of 
endeavouring  to  conciliate  private  feelings,  they  art- 
fully did  everything  in  their  power  to  irritate  the 
discussion,  whatever  direction  it  took  ;  and  thougb, 
upon  any  other  subject,  they  would  totally  have 
failed  in  their  object,  yet,  in  consequence  of  the  feelings 
I  have  described,  they  certainly  in  this  instance  were 
very  near  obtaining  it. 

I  have  now  explained  to  your  Lordship  the  resuH 
of  the  extraordinary  session  which  has  just  closed, 
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•ad  H  only  Temains  for  me  to  state  the  course  of 
|K^cy  I  intend  to  pursue. 

J  intend  to  recommend  the  banks  to  accommodate 
die  puMic  as  for  as  in  prudence  they  can  do  so ;  but 
m  the  penalty  which  attended  the  exhaustion  of  their 
eolfers  is  now  removed,  or,  in  other  words,  as  they 
woM  not  now  be  obliged  to  discontinue  their  bank- 
ing itt  case  they  should  become  unable  to  redeem 
their  notes,  it  is  my  opinion  that  they  should  make  no 
apensive  exertions  to  obtain  any  more  specie  than 
they  now  possess^  but  that  what  they  have  got  they 
ihoald  freely  pay  away.     If,  while  they  are  pursu- 
bg  this  honest  course,  the  United  States  or  Lower 
Canada   (finding  that  suspended  bank-notes  are  not 
money)  should  be  driven  to  return  to  cash  payments. 
Upper  Canada  will  then  triumphantly  have  weathered 
the   storm :  if,  on  the  other  hand,  no  such  events 
should  occur,  and  that  their  coffers  are  consequently 
drained,  still  the  good  faith  of  the  province  will  have 
been  preserved ;  and,  without  desiring  to  value  credit 
at  more  than  its  intrinsic  worth,  I  have  reason  to 
beUeve  that  the  banks  themselves  feel  that  the  com- 
mercial character  of  Upper  Canada  is  of  more  value, 
eren  to  themselves,  than  the  trifling  cost  of  replenish- 
ing their  vaults  whenever  this  continent  shall  return 
to  cash  payments. 

Although  a  violent  and  almost  univei*sal  clamour 
bas  been  raised  against  the  continuance  of  cash  pay- 
ments, yet  I  feel  proud  in  informing  your  Lordship, 
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that  up  to  the  preseat  day  no  qiplieaticm  hu  hen 

made  by  any  one  of  the  Chartered  Bai^ks  to .  the 

Legislature  or  to  myself  for  permissioa  to  lOipaDd. 

The  power  to  grant  this  permission  baa  now  bwB 

placed  by  the  Legislature  into  my  hands. 

If  it  be  sought  for,  and  if«  after  attentively  paftTlWg 

to  the  arguments  urged  in  its  &?ottr,  I  see  iCMon  to 

grant  it,  I  will  not  hesitate  to  do  so.    On  tb«  oAar 

hand,  your  Lordship  may  depend  that  I  wiU  qqI  be 

driven  by  clamour  to  give  up  the  prond  podtioB 

which,  by  the  integrily  of  the  Chartered  Bank^  tUl 

province  has  up  to  the  present  moment  been  «b» 

abled  to  maintain. 

I  have,  &a 

F.  B.  H&in. 
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CHAPTER  VIIl. 

Tlw  Ookmkl  Office  agtia  legislate  on  ex-parte  etatementi-— Second 
MeoKMrandum  on  the  political  state  of  the  Canadas --Curious  ques- 
tion respecting  fugitive  slaves— Third  Memorandum  on  the  politi- 
cal ftafe  of  the  CAnadas — Embarrassment  produced  by  the  Colonial 
Office  showing  their  Despatches  to  the  Lieut  enant-Grovemori  before 
he  has  received  them,  to  a  complaining  Colonist. 

Thb  following  despatch  affords  another  example 
of  the  fatal  propensity  of  the  Colonial  Office  to  legis- 
late on  ejp'parte  accusations,  however  small  and  insig- 
nificant the  matter  itself  may  be,  if  it  gives  the  oppor- 
tunity of  casting  anything  like  censure  on  that  branch 
of  the  legislatiire  whose  duty  it  is  to  stand,  whenever 
necessary,  against  the  representatives  of  the  people. 

Government  House,  July  20<A,  1837. 

Mt  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
jour  Lordship's  despatch  (No.  73,  dated  28th  April, 
1837),  in  which  is  transmitted  to  me  a  copy  of  a 
letter  addressed  to  your  Lordship  by  Mr.  Egerton 
Ryerson,  complaining  of  the  conduct  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council  in  having,  ''  at  the  eleventh  hour  of 
tike  session,  sent  a  Bill,  authorizing  a  loan  of  4100/. 
to  the  Trustees  of  the  Upper  Canada  Academy,  back 
to  the  Assembly,  so  amended  as  completely  to  defeat 
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the  object  of  it,  by  providing  that  the  Receiver-Gene-* 
nJ  should  not  advance  any  of  the  money  granted  by 
the  Act,  unless  he  had  money  in  his  hands  for  which 
he  had  no  other  use." 

Having,  as  your  Lordship  is  avt^are,  advanced  fitmi 
the  Casual  and  Territorial  Revenue  Fund  the  ba* 
lance  necessary  for  the  payment  of  the  war  losses, 
I  had  no  means  of  immediately  paying  to  Mr.  Ryer- 
son  the  sum  of  4100/. ;  nevertheless,  being  desirous 
that  your  Lordship's  wishes  should  be  carried  into 
effect,  I  have  given  to  Mr.  Ryerson  such  a  statement 
of  my  intention  to  advance  the  money  in  question^ 
so  soon  as  it  can  be  procured,  as  will,  I  am  happy  to 
understand  from  him,  enable  him  easily  to  obtain  the 
amount  from  one  of  the  provincial  banks. 

Having;  I  trust,  thus  fulfilled  the  spirit  (although 
it  has  not  been  in  my  power  to  obey  the  letter)  of 
your  Lordship's  instructions,  I  feel  it  due  to  the 
Legislative  Council  to  explain  to  your  Lordship  that 
Mr.  Ryerson 's  declarations  against  that  branch  of 
the  Legislature  are  unmerited  and  incorrect. 

The   impression  which  Mr.   Ryerson's  letter  to 
your  Lordship  seems  designed  to  produce  is,  that  the 
Assembly,  being  eager  to  encourage  the  Upper  Ca- 
nada Academy,  had  readily  passed  a  bill  to  that  effect 
through  their  House,  and  had  in  good  time  sent  it 
up  to  the  Legislative  Council — ^that  an  amendment 
was  there  made  to  the  bill,  which  was  calculated  aod 
contrived  to  defeat  it — that  the  bill  and  amendment 
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were  purposely  kept  back  till  the  eleventh  hour,  and 
then  sent  down  to  the  Assembly,  when  it  was  too 
kte  to  remove  any  difficulty. 

The  facts  are  as  follows : — ^The  session  commenced 
on  the  8th,  of  November,  and  ended  on  the  4th  of 
March.  On  the  24th  of  February  the  bill  for  grant- 
mg  aid  to  the  Academy  came  up  to  the  Legislative 
Council  from  the  Assembly, — that  is,  within  the 
last  eight  or  nine  days  of  a  session  of  116  days,  and 
when  the  Legislative  Council  had  probably  forty  or 
fifty  other  bills  before  them.  It  was  read  a  ^cond 
time  on  the  25th  of  February,  was  discussed  in  com«- 
oittee  on  the  27th,  (the  26th  being  Sunday,)  and 
was  amended  and  returned  to  the  Assembly  on  the 
28th.  On  the  same  day  that  bill  was  sent  up  among 
other  bills  sent  from  the  Assembly ;  and  after  the 
88th  of  February,  when  it  was  returned  amended  by 
Ae  Council,  I  understand  that  the  Assembly  sent  no 
IcBS  than  twenty-six  bills,  which,  with  very  few  ex- 
Options,  were  passed  through  the  Council,  and  be- 
came laws. 

From  the  foregoing  statement,  it  is  clear — 1st, 
That  the  Legislative  Council  could  not  have  returned 
^  IhII  in  question  early ,  because  it  came  to  them 
tee.— 2ndly,  That  the  bill,  when  it  did  come,  was 
p^ed  through  all  its  stages  without  delaj^. 

Now,  with  respect  to  the  merits  of  the  amend- 
^Bt,  on  adverting  to  the  Acts  passed  in  the  last  ses- 
sion,  your  Lordship  will  perceive  that  about  a  million 
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and  a  half  of  motiey  was  granted  by  the  Legidatare, 
and  the  province  being  already  in  debt,  the  Adas,  ge- 
nerally speaking,  provided  for  raising  by  loan  the 
monies  required  to  meet  these  new  grants. 

The  bill  to  which  Mr.  Ryerson  refers  nnipiy 
granted  4000/.  out  of  the  tmapprapriated  moniei  in 
the  hands  of  the  Reoeiver«6eneral,  and  made  no 
provision  for  borrowing  the  4000/.  on  debenture. 

The  Legislative  Council  knew  that,  after  the  grants 
which  the  Assembly  had  made,  there  would  not  be 
4O00/.  in  the  Receiver-General's  hands  unappro^* 
priated,  and,  consequently,  that  if  the  bill  passed  into 
a  law^  either  it  would  be  a  delusion,  or  the  Receive- 
General  would  be  embarrassed  by  the  conflicting  de- 
mands of  persons  claiming  money  granted  by  several 
Acts  passed  on  the  same  day. 

Under  these  circumstances,  the  Council  added  the 
fallowing  proviso  to  the  bill: — "  Provided  always 
nevertheless,  that  the  monies  granted  by  this  Act 
shall  not  be  paid  by  the  Receiver-General,  unless 
there  shall  remain  in  his  hands  unappropriated 
monies,  after  the  payment  of  the  charges  imposed 
upon  the  provincial  revenue  under  any  Act  or  Acts 
heretofore  passed,  and  also  of  any  monies  granted 
during  the  present  session  for  the  support  of  the 
Civil  Government,  or  to  defray  any  charges  attend- 
ing the  public  revenue." 

This  precautionary  limitation,  that  in  case  there 
should    not   be    unappropriated    money  for    all   the 
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cbiiMtiits,  tfie  charges  for  the  pi^lic  service  voted 
Coring  the  same  session  should  be  first  defrayed,  is 
whftt  Mr.  Ryerson,  in  his  letter  to  your  Lordship, 
temiB  *^  a  proviso,  that  the  Receiver-General  should 
no*  advaBce  any  money  granted  by  the  Atrt  unless 
he  had  money  in  his  hands  for  which  he  had  n^  ^ker 

I  understand  that  the  Archdeacon  of  York  (al- 
luded to  so  severely  by  Mr.  Ryerson,  as  having 
^em  hostile  to  the  bill)  was  not  even  present  when 
the  amendment  was  framed,  discussed,  and  passed. 
1  am  informed  that  he  took  no  part  in  the  bill,  ex- 
cept voting  for  it,  as  he  did  for  an  act  of  incorpora- 
tion of  a  Roman  Catholic  College,  passed  in  the  same 
MM)n;  that  the  amendment  was  framed  by  the 
speaker  of  the  Council,  who  is  a  private  contributor 
to  the  building  of  the  Academy,  and  who,  I  under- 
itaod,  strongly  advocated  in  the  Council  the   ex- 
fediency  of   giving  to  the   institution  the   public 
^■p|K>rt  that  had  been  prayed  for. 

I  feel  confident  your  Lordship  will  read  with  in- 
tewt  and  with  satisfaction  this  vindication  of  a 
iraiieh  of  a  Legislature  which,  I  respectfully  assure 
joor  Lordship,  requires  the  firmest  possible  support, 
i&  order  to  encourage  it  to  continue  uncompromising 
Wfltty  and  opposition  to  the  House  of  Assembly, 
^never   it  may  constitutionally   be   necessary  to 

I  have,  &c. 

F.  B.  Head. 
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Having  written  this  despatch,  I  thought  it  highly 
salutary  that  the  principle  contained  in  the  Uut 
paragraph  should  be  promulgated  in  the  colony,  and 
I  accordingly  sent  it  in  a  message  to  the  House  of 
Assembly,  who,  far  from  being  offended  at  it,  coih 
tinned,  like  the  free  people  they  represented,  to  give  me 
their  support.  I  mention  tliis  fact,  to  prove  how  uii* 
necessary  it  is,  in  our  North  American  provuioei, 
unconstitutionally  to  seek  for  momentary  populaii^ 
by  making  improper  and  therefore  degrading  coueei- 
sions  to  the  representatives  of  the  people. 

Second  Memorandum  on  tJie  Political  State  of  the 

Canadas. 

Upper  Canada,  Aug.  29</i,  1837. 

Mt  Lord, 

In  communicating  to  me  a  copy  of  the  ResolntioDi 
which  it  was  the  intention  of  her  Majesty's  Govert* 
ment  to  bring  forward  in  the  House  of  CommoDi 
respecting  Lower  Canada,  your  Lordsliip  was  pleased 
to  conclude  your  despatch  to  me,  No.  — ,  dated  FA 
18th,  1837,  as  follows:  "  I  shall  look  forwaidwitk 
nmch  anxiety  for  a  full  communication  from  you  oi 
the  subject,  &c.'* 

Besides  being  thus  oflEicially  invited  to  furoisli 
her  Majesty's  Government  with  my  opinions  respect' 
ing  tiie  measures  proposed  to  be  adopted  towards 
Lower  Canada,  I  had  a  natural  inducement  to  ^ 
so,  from  the  political  connexion  which  exists  between 
the  two  provinces :  for  I  need  hardly  observe  to  your 
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lOrdship,  that  it  is  useless  for  Upper  Canada  to  be 
spending  300,000/.  in  rendering  the  upper  portion 
f  the  river  St.  Lawrence  navigable,  if  the  lower 
raters  are  to  remain  impassable,  our  access  to  the 
eean,  as  well  as  our  prosperity,  being  dependent 
n  the  tranquillization  of  the  Lower  Province. 

As  my  residence  here  had  of  course  enabled  me  to 
(mn  an  opinion  on  the  measures  proposed  to  be  intro- 
duced by  her  Majesty's  Government,  and  as  that 
opnk>n  was  solicited,  I  should  not  have  withheld  it, 
except  for  the  reason  that,  as  your  Lordship's  com- 
munication reached  me  too  late  for  my  opinion  to  be 
of  any  practical  use,  I  felt  it  would  be  only  vexatiously 
embarrassing  the  Government  were  I  to  transmit  it. 
lAerefore  determined  to  be  perfectly  silent  on  the 
•ttbject,  and,  if  the  same  reasons  existed,  I  should 
^  remain  so ;  but,  seeing  that  the  remedial  reso- 
tMioDs  of  the  Imperial  Parliament,  as  I  anticipated, 
We  totally  failed  in  their  effect;  seeing  that  the 
BtNtte  of  Assembly  of  Lower  Canada  have  again 
f^efiifled  the  supplies ;  that  Mr.  Papineau*s  language 
has  become  more  insulting  than  ever,  and  that  his 
HMs  here  are  openly  preaching  revolt, — I  feel 
ftrt,  as  her  Majesty's  Government  will  be  now  driven 
te  determine  what  is  next  to  be  done,  I  have  no  ex- 

**  for  any  longer  withholding  my  opinions,  and  I 

•wordingly,  reluctantly  and  respectfully,  submit  them 

fcf  consideration. 
My  Lord,  the  portion  of  this  globe  from  which  I 
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am  DOW  addressing  you  is  the  most  favoured 
which  it  has  ever  been  my  humble  fortune  to  vkit 
The  freshness  and  elasticity  of  the  Canadian  air — the 
peculiar  blueness  of  the  sky — ^the  magnificence  and 
utility  of  the  great  lakes — the  unexampled  exuber^ 
ance  of  the  soil — the  indication  of  mineral  wealth— 
and  the  abundance  of  timber  and  fuel — form  altogether 
a  rich  picture,  which  it  is  beyond  the  power  of  tin 
artist  to  delineate.     With  respect  to  the  inhabitaot^ 
I  will  only  say  that,  so  far  as  I  am  competent  to  jadjge 
of  them,  they  are  worthy  of  the  free  country  Iksg 
inhabit. 

The  British  population  have  lost  none  of  the  nohk 
qualities  which  distinguish  their  race.  The  FteoA 
Canadians  retain  all  the  social  virtues  which  adoo 
the  character  of  the  French,  without  their  propeDO^ 
to  war. 

Blessed  with  these  advantages,  the  Canadas  ouglit 
to  be  happy ;  but,  on  the  contrary,  the  Upper  Pn^ 
vince  was,  and  the  Lower  is,  apparently,  oa  tk 
brink  of  revolution. 

Where,  it  will  be  asked,  does  the  blame  rest?  I 
respectfully  reply,  neither  upon  the  surface  of  tb 
country,  nor  upon  the  morals  of  its  people ;  but  upoi 
the  coficiliatary  measures  wliich,  under  sucoesiivi 
administrations,  have  been  unremittingly  applied  bf 
the  Colonial  Office. 

If,  in  common  law,  respectable  evidence  be  deemecl 
sufficient  to  substantiate  any  accusation,  surely,  io 
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piolitics^  concurrent  opinions  such  as  the  following 
^ugLt  not  to  be  rejected, 

1.  The  British  population  of  Lower  Canada  deeply 
the  course  of  policy  which  the  Honoe  Govern- 
for  many  years,  has  been  pursuing.  2.  So 
the  loyal  British  population  of  Upper  Canada. 
3.  The  Chief  Justice,  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown, 
cvesry  faithful  public  servant  in  this  province,  silently 
their  sorrow  at  the  concessions  which  have 
made,  and  which  are  still  being  made,  to  those 
designing  men,  who,  for  self-interested  objects, 
have  been  long  labouring  to  subvert  the  British 
Cottttitatimi.  4.  So  do  I,  the  Lieutenant-Governor 
•f  the  province.  5.  So  does  Sir  John  Colbome, 
the  Commander  of  the  Forces  in  the  Canadas. 
&  So  do  the  British  troops,  who,  although,  generally 
speaking,  regardless  of  politics,  cannot  here  avert 
their  minds  from  circumstances  which  are  so  glar- 
ingly before  them,  and  which  they  foresee  tend  to 
haul  down  the  colours  that  from  their  boyhood  they 
heve  been  taught  to  venerate. 

If  her  Majesty  were  suddenly  to  arrive  in  the 
Canadflw^  there  is  no  one  among  those  I  have  enume- 
nted  who  would  not  be  proud  to  follow  her  with 
imrcfAon,  from  Niagara  to  Quebec.  If  a  represen* 
lative  ef  our  colonial  policy  were  to  appear  here,  I 
do  declare  to  your  Lordship,  that  in  my  humble 
opioioD  he  would  be  seen  to  traverse  the  Canadas 
alone.     And  now,,  my  Lord,  who  is  the  individual 

o2 
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who  ventures  to  bring  these  truths  before  your  Lord* 
ship's  mind  ?  Why,  one  who  is  indebted  to  your 
Lordship  for  a  selection  in  his  favour  almost  unpa- 
ralleled, who  has  obtained,  through  your  Lordship's 
recommendation,  hereditary  rank,  and,  who  at  this 
moment,  feels  most  deeply  that  all  he  has  ever  written, 
instead  of  offending  your  Lordship,  has  most  liberally 
been  pardoned  and  overlooked. 

As  your  Lordship's  accredited  agent,  as  one  whose 
especial  duty  it  is  to  act  towards  his  principal  with 
honour  and  fidelity,  the  evidence  I  offer  to  your 
Lordship  is  entitled  to  respect. 

The  concurrent  opinions,  which  I  have  just  sttrted 
to  your  Lordship,  might  once  have  been  termed 
theoretical ;  but  they  have  now  not  only  been  re* 
duced  to  practice,  but  the  proof  has  been,  as  it  weft 
mathematically,  worked  out  both  positively  and  nega* 
tively. 

1 .  Tlie  conciliations  which  Lord  Gosford  has  been 
commanded  to  make  in  Lower  Canada  as  well  as 
those  almost  promised  by  inference  in  his  late  speech, 
have  ended  in  anarchy. 

His  Lordship's  generous  character,  his  high' 
minded  integrity,  his  rank,  his  fortune,  his  affiBibility» 
his  amiability,  all  have  failed  to  produce  politico 
tranquillity;  his  moral  power  has  gradually  sunk 
under  the  experiment — he  has  now  "  lost  aU  butkif 
honour.'' 

Again,  in  New  Brunswick,  the   concessions  tDB»^ 
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to  Messrs.  Crane  and  Wilmot  have  equally  failed  in 

satisfying  that  country.     These  gentlemen,  as  agents 

&om  the  House  of  Assembly,  obtained  the  surrender 

of  the  casual  and  territorial  revenue.     When  their 

9wn  scale  was  thus  heavily  laden,  they  next  asked 

that  the  salary  or  influence  of  their  Governor  might 

inversely  be  lightened ;  when  this  was  granted^  they 

returned  in  triumph,  their  Governor,  retiring  from 

die  conflict,  yielding  to  them  the  field  ;  but  the  bon- 

beBwere  hardly  extinguished,  when  Mr.  A.  Wilmot, 

I  perceive  from  the  journals,  proposed  that  the  Execu 

tive  Council  should  be  converted  into  persons  **pos- 

H$mg  the  confidence  of  the  people,*'  which,  in  these 

Ccdonies,  means  nothing  more  nor  less  than  that  the 

Go?emor's  head  is  to  be  emptied  of  its  contents,  and 

dieD  stuffed  vnth  republican  brains. 

2.  In  Upper  Canada,  the  opposite  or  negative 
process,  I  mean  the  unconciliatory  course  of  policy 
kis,  it  cannot  be  denied,  practically  tranquillized  the 
province.  It  has  not  only  completely  overthrown  the 
coemies  of  the  British  Constitution,  but,  in  a  very 
great  degree,  has  effected  their  conversion.  Hun- 
^8  of  men  who  leaned  with  their  whole  weight 
tpbst  the  Government,  so  long  as  they  found  it  bend 
to  their  pressure,  suddenly  stood  erect  to  defend  it, 
die  instant  it  resolutely  commanded  them  to  keep  off. 
People  of  the  most  violent  politics  have  lately  acknow- 
ledged themselves  to  have  been  in  error ;  and  even 
^  late  Speaker,  Mr.  Bidwell  himself,  who  was  the 
avowed  republican  associate  of  Mr.  Papineau,  now 
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openly  declares  that  he  deeply  regrets  tlie  course  he 
was  led  to  pursue. 

I  could  proceed  to  prove  to  your  Lordship,  thnt  the 
policy  I  have  humbly  pursued  has  very  numerous 
supporters,  even  in  the  United  States ;  but  I  will  not 
seek  for  evidence  beyond  the  limits  of  Her  Majesty's 
dominions.     I  will  merely  observe  to  your  Liordshipb 
that  the  success  which  has  been  obtained  in  Upper 
Canada  is  not  adventitious ;  but  that  it  is  a  result 
which,  in  my  very  first  despatch,  dated  the  5th  Fe* 
bruary,  1836,  to  your  Liordship,  I  distinctly  foretold 
as  follows : — 

"  As  far  as  I  have  been  able  to  judge,  I  should  say  thit 
the  republican  party  are  implacable,  that  no  conocanoo 
whatever  will  satisfy  them,  their  self-interested  object  Iwiiff 
to  possess  themselves  of  the  Govermueot  of  this  provinott 
for  the  sake  of  lucre  and  emolument. 

'*  Under  these  circumstances,  I  conceive  that  the  great 
danger  I  had  to  avoid  was  the  slightest  attempt  tu  conciliate 
any  party,  and  that  the  only  course  for  me  to  adopt  was  to 
act  fearlessly,  undisguisedly,  and  straightforwardly,  for  the 
interests  of  the  country — to  throw  myself  on  the  good  sense 
and  good  feeling  of  the  people,  and  abide  a  result  which,  1 
firmly  believe,  will  eventually  be  triumphant/* 

Having  concluded  the  foregoing  preliminary  ob- 
servations, I  will  now  very  shortly  proceed  to  submit 
to  your  Lordship,  not  my  remarks  respecting  the  lai^ 
resolutions  of  the  Imperial  Parliament,  for  as  they 
have  passed  it  is  useless  now  to  discuss  them,  but  my 
humble  opinion  of  the  course  which  should  hencefor- 
ward be  adopted.     I   therefore  respectfully  recoiU' 
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taend  H^r  Majesty'!^  Government  to  frame  their  future 
policy  upon  two  unalterable  determinations. 

1.   NoLfTMOS  L&GBS  ANGLliB  Mt)TARI. 

2.  We  will  not  retain  possession  of  the 

CaNADAS  BT  FORCE  6F  ArMS. 

[Imtenby^his— 

1.  We  will  not  mutilate  the  British  Constitution  in  our  Coloniefl 
bf  coneesskms  to  Democracy. 

k  Let  us  goverta  by  moral  pother,  and  not  by  military  for6e ;  (i,  e. 
*lM*8  ekp  the  padlook*'  on  the  affections  of  the  people.j] 

My  Lord,  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying,  that  if 
Am  two  maxims  are  mildly  but  firmly  maintained^ 
truth,  reason^  and  justice  will  overpower  the  factious 
opposition  that  is  now  offered  to  us,  and  that  a 
i^did  moral  trium{)h  will  be  the  result. 

Much  mi^t  be  written  on  this  subject,  but  with 
Ae  voluminous  details  which  are  already  before  the 
Oo?emment,  I  feel  that  the  deliberate  result  of  my 
opinion  will  be  less  troublesome  to  your  Lordship 
than  a  statement  of  the  minute  arguments  on  which 
ft  lias  been  founded. 

The  servants  of  the  Crown  in  Lower  Canada 
OBghty  I  conceive,  to  be  immediately  and  for  ever 
niade  independent  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  by  an 
^  of  the  linperial  Parliament. 

I  have,  &c. 

P.  B.  Mead. 


The  above  official  opinions,  like  all  which  I  have 
kumbly  offered,  were  deemed  unworthy  to  be  laid 
hefore  the  Imperial  Parliament.     The  British  Con- 
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stitution  in  our  colonies  was  weakened  again  by 
concessions,  and  then,  to  prevent  its  falling,  it  was 
found  necessary  to  support  it  by  force  oi*  bayonets. 

No.  112. 

Upper  Canada,  Toronto,  8th  October,  1837. 
My  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  your  Lcnidsbip 
sundry  documents,  as  per  Schedule,  respecting  tbe 
case  of  Jesse  Happy,  a  fugitive  slave,  who  has  bees 
demanded  from  me  by  the  Governor  of  the  Com- 
monwealth  of  Kentucky  on  a  charge  of  bom 
stealing. 

Your  Lordship  will  perceive  the  reasons  for  which, 
by  the  advice  of  my  Executive  Council,  I  declined  to 
deliver  up  this  man,  who  continues  a  prisoner  is 
Hamilton  Gaol,  until  he  should  have  had  time  to 
procure  affidavits  of  the  facts  set  forth  in  the  various 
petitions  I  have  received  in  his  behalf. 

Your  Lordship  will  also  perceive  it  is  by  the 
advice  of  the  Council  that  I  now  respectfully  beg 
leave  to  draw  the  attention  of  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment to  this  case  as  a  matter  of  general  policy. 

I  believe  no  one  is  disposed  to  deny  that  the 
Canadas,  as  well  as  the  United  States,  are  much 
benefited  by  that  portion  of  the  provincial  statute 
which,  for  the  general  purification  of  society, 
encourages  each  to  claim  from  the  other  persons 
i^^uilty  of  felony. 

To  tlli^i  arrangement  I  have  invarial  ly  given  all 
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le  assistance  in  my  power ;  and  in  a  late  instance, 
Itfaough  very  great  exertions  were  made  to  induce 
le  to  refuse  to  surrender  a  man  demanded  by  the 
utborities  of  New  York,  on  a  charge  of  having 
obbed  the  Rochester  Bank,  yet,  in  spite  of  the 
rguments  and  recommendations  in  his  favour,  I 
;ave  him  up,  and  have  since  learned  that  he  has 
xmfessed  his  guilt. 

I  have  also  to  inform  your  Lordship  that  in  a  case 
which  was  brought  before  me  only  a  few  days  pre- 
vious to  that  which  is  the  subject  of  this  communi* 
citioD,  I  insisted  on  giving  up  to  the  Governor  of  the 
Commonwealth  of  Kentucky  a  slave  who,  in  order 
to  effect  his  escape,  had  been  guilty  of  stealing  his 
inaster's  horse.  I  submit  to  your  Lordship  a  copy 
cf  a  petition  I  received  in  this  man's  favour,  with  my 
i^ly  thereto,  and  have  to  inform  your  Lordship 
that  the  under-sheriff  was  attacked  in  endeavouring 
to  carry  my  orders  into  effect ;  that  two  men  were 
hilled  and  others  wounded  in  the  affray,  which  ended 
in  the  escape  of  the  prisoner,  which  is  now  the  sub- 
ject of  judicial  investigation. 

I  mention  these  facts  to  satisfy  your  Lordship  that 
I  am  by  no  means  desirous  that  this  province  should 
become  an  asylum  for  the  guilty  of  any  colour:  at 
he  same  time  the  documents  submitted  with  this 
lespatch  will  I  conceive  show  that  the  subject  of 
iving  up  fugitive  slaves  to  th  authorities  of  the 
jjoining  republican  states  is  one  respecting  which 
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it  is  highly   desirable  I   should  receive  from  her 
Majesty's  Qovernment  specific  instructioM. 

It  is  quite  true,  that  if  a  white  man  who  has 
stolen  a  horse  from  the  Commonwealth  of  Ken- 
tucky comes  with  it,  or  without  it,  to  this  proviiiea 
he  is  by  the  statute  I  have  alluded  to  liable  to  be 
given  up  on  demand  to  the  neiglibouring  autbOTiti6^ 
and  it  certainly  does  seem  to  follow  that  a  black 
man  ought  not  to  expect^  because  our  laws  grant 
him  personal   freedom,   that   he  should   moreover 
claim  from  them  emancipation  from  trial  for  criowv 
for  which  even  British-born  subjects  would  be  hdii< 
responsible.      Yet  on    the  other   hand   it  may  be 
argued  that  a  slave  escaping  from  bondage  on  hki 
master's  horse  is  a  vicious  struggle  between  two 
guilty  parties,  of  which  the  slave-owner  is  not  only 
the  aggressor,  but  the  blackest  criminal  of  the  two. 
It  is  the  case  of  the  dealer  in  human  flesh  term 
the  stealer  of  horse-flesh ;   and  it  may  be  argued 
that,  if  the  British  Government  does  not  feel  itsdf 
authorized  to  pass  judgment  on  the.  plaintiff,  neither 
should  it  on  the  defendant. 

The  clothes  and  even  the  manacles  of  a  slave  are 
undeniably  the  property  of  his  master,  and  it  may 
be  argued,  that  it  is  as  much  a  theft  in  the  slave 
walking  from  slavery  to  liberty  in  his  master's  shoes 
as  riding  on  his  master*s  horse ;  and  yet  surely  a 
slave  breaking  out  of  his  master's  house  is  not 
guilty  of  the  same  burglary  which  a  thief  would 
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eommit  who  should  force  the  same  locks  and  bolts 
in  order  to  break  in  ! 

•  BerideB  these  obserratioiis  on  the  general  principle 
of  tbe  measure,  the  objections  urged  to  its  practice 
m  as  foilowB : — 

It  is  alleged,  that  after  a  slave  surrendered  by  the 
lieateoantr-Governor  of  Upper  Canada  has  been  tried 
iitbe  United  States,  and  acquitted  of  the  offence 
lud  to  his  charge,  he  is  sure  to  be  taken  back  to 
daisry  by  his  old  master ;  and  that,  to  obtain  this 
•bjeet,  it  is  notorious  that  false  affidavits  can  always 
be  obtained,  in  a  slave  state,  against  any  runaway 
tkve.  It  is  therefore  argued,  that  giving  up  a  slave 
far  trial  to  the  American  laws,  is,  in  fact,  giving  him 
kick  to  his  former  master ;  and,  therefore,  that  until 
tbe  republican  authorities  can  separate  tri<il  from  such 
vrjost  punishment,  that,  however  willing  we  may  be 
tog^ve  up  a  man  to  the  former,  we  are  justified  in 
fefaang  to  deliver  him  up  to  the  latter,  unless  suffi- 
Qent  security  be  entered  into  in  this  province,  that  the 
fMon  delivered  up  for  trial  shall  be  brought  back  to 
llpper  Canada  as  soon  as  his  trial  or  the  punishment 
ttirded  by  it  shall  be  concluded. 

It  is  argiied,  that  the  republican  states  have  no 

r^t,  under  the  pretext  of  any  human  treaty,  to  claim 

fimn  tbe  British  Government,  which  does  not  recog- 

JBse  slavery,   beings    who    by    slave-law    are   not 

recognised  as  meriy  and  who  actually  existed  as  brute 

beasts  in  moral  darkness,  until  on  reaching  British 
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soil  they  suddenly  heard,  for  the  first  time  in  their 
lives,  the  sacred  words,  ''  Let  there  be  light,  and  then 
was  light ! "  From  that  moment  it  is  ai^ed  tbcjr 
were  created  men,  and  if  this  be  true,  it  is  aaid  they 
cannot  be  held  responsible  for  conduct  prior  to  their 
existence. 

Having  now  furnished  your  Lordship  with  the 
principal  arguments  wluch  are  used  against  the  course 
I  myself  have  adopted  in  one  slave-case,  and  haveoriy 
hesitated  to  adopt  in  another,  I  beg  leave  respeet* 
fully  to  recommend  that  instructions  on  e  subject 
may  without  delay  be  transmitted  to  the  Lieute- 
nant-Governor of  this  province. 

I  have,  &c. 

F.  B.  Hbad. 


Third  Metnorandum  on  the  PoRtical  State  of  the 

Canadas. 

Toronto,  \8th  November,  1837. 
My  Lord, 

Being  sensible  that  your  Lordship  will  bededrov 
to  receive  siutlienticinfuiiiiation  not  only  of  thegen^ 
ral  state  of  affairs  in  the  Canadas,  but  of  the  particular 
course  of  policy  which  is  being  pursued  in  each  ci 
tlie  provinces,  1  have  the  honour  to  enclose  to  your 
Lordship  a  copy  of  a  second  letter,  which  has  becB 
expressly  despatched  to  me  by  Sir  John  Colborae, 
with  a  copy  of  my  rejly  thereto. 

These  letters,  short  and  familiar  as  they  are,  contain 
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i  moral  of  considerable  importance,  for  they  indis- 
ratably  shew  that  the  Canadas  are  each  acting  on  a 
tinciple  diametrically  opposed  to  the  other — ^the 
iower  Province  centripetally  drawing  to  itself  as 
Bach  military  force  as  it  can  collect ;  the  Upper 
Province  centrifugally  discarding  every  British  sol- 
Ser  from  its  territoiy. 

My  Lord,  it  is  I  conceive  undeniable,  that  for 
QMiy  years  Mr.  Papineau  has  been  labouring  to 
iqparate  the  Canadas  from  the  mother-country.  To 
dfect  this  object  by  force  he  has  been  perfectly  sen- 
fSbh  would  be  impossible  ;  he  has,  therefore,  been 
endeavouring  to  attain  it  by  means  which  may  almost 
be  termed  constitutional^  namely,  by  seeking  the 
intervention  and  authority  of  the  Imperial  Parlia- 
ment. 

For  this  purpose,  a  member  of  the  House  of  Coni- 
njons  (Mr.  Roebuck)  has  been  paid  by  the  House  of 
Assembly  of  Lower  Canada  to  expatiate  on  griev- 
^oes,  and  to  declare  at  all  times  and  in  all  places  to 
Aose  who  have  no  personal  acquaintance  with  the 
Ginadas,  that  the  people  there  are  restless^  dissatis- 
fU,  yearning  for  republican  institutions,  and  that, 
wikis  the  never-ending,  stiU-be ginning  concessions 
ttdy  reqtdre  are  granted,  another  American  war 
mut  be  the  result. 

In  order  to  corroborate  these  vague  statements  by 
Fidence,  Mr.  Papineau's  policy  has  been  to  involve 
ich  succeeding    Governor  in  a  quarrel   with   the 
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House  of  Assembly,  to  keep  up  an  endleBs  war  be* 
tween  the  two  Houses  of  the  Legislature,  as  well  as 
between  the  Assembly  and  the  Executive  CoondL 
Besides  this,  in  order  to  create  discontent  anioiig  th« 
people,  all  great  improvements  have  been  discounte- 
nanced, immigration  has  l)een  taxed,  and  every  arti* 
fice  has  been  resorted  to,  practically,  to  convince  than 
that  there  really  must  exist  something  in  the  manage- 
ment or  rather  mismanagement  of  their  coontiy, 
which  required  "  reform." 

\^liile  Mr.  Papineau  was  himself  working  out  this 
revolutionary  formula  in  Lower  Canada*  he  well 
knew  it  would  be  absolutely  necessary  he  should  pro* 
mote  a  conspiracy  in  the  Upper  Province— aeem^ 
ingly  Mr.  Joseph  Hume  was  selected  to  echo  Mn 
Roebuck's  complaints  in  the  House  of  Gommona, 
while  Mr.  Bid  well  was  to  be  the  mimic  in  Upper 
Canada  of  Mr.  Papineau  himself. 

By  pointing  out  grievances  with  one  hand,  and  pre- 
venting their  correction  by  the  other,  a  small  repob* 
lican  party  in  this  province  managed  to  create 
discontent,  and  gradually  to  obtain  a  majority  in  the 
House  of  Assembly ;  and  the  revenue  of  the  provinos 
being  thus  at  tkeir  disposal,  they  availed  themsdfet 
of  every  possible  opportiuiity  to  pay  and  empkj 
those  only  who,  by  disseminating  falsehood,  would 
create  discontent 

Under  this  malign  influence  people  in  the  remote 
districts  conceived  that  e\'ery  difficulty  tliey  met  io 
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ment ;  and  as  it  was  invariably  stated  to  them  that  if 
thqr  were  under  a  republic  they  would  instantly  be 
reHevedy  they  had  every  possible  temptation  to  revolt. 
The  republican  agents  had  the  power  of  worming 
their  way  to  these  poor  people  by  paths>  on  which  it 
was  believed  nothing  proceeding  from  the  Govern- 
ment could  be  made  to  travel :  the  rebel  party  fancy- 
ing therefore  that  the  ignorance  in  which  theii-  vic- 
tims were  involved  could  not  be  dispelled,  openly 
boasted  of  their  triumph^  and  in  the  House  of  As* 
ienal>ly  instantly  evinced  the  most  treasonable  dispo* 
aition. 

My  Liordi  affairs  were  in  this  state :  the  House  of 
Assembly   of  Lower   Canada  had   published  their 
nioety-two  resolutions ;  the  Assembly  of  this  province 
(although  they  pretended  to  have  attachment  to  the 
mother-country)  were  advocating  an  Executive  Coun- 
cil responsible  to  the  people,  an  elective  Legislative 
Covncil,  and  were  openly  insulting  the  Executive, 
when  I  arrived  in  this  province.    And  yet  with  all 
these  advantages  Mr.  Papineau  knew  perfectly  well 
ihrt  th^  day  ha^d  not  arrived  for  attempting  to  carry 
Ui  object  by  force ;  with  every  desire  to  do  so,  he 
WAa  aviuiid:  in  short  he  knew  quite  well  that,  though 
tlis  dissemination  of  his  poison  had  sickened  loyalty, 
it  WIS  not  yet  dead  ! 

The  result  of  the  exertions  which  I  humbly  made 
pror<)d  the  accuracy  of  his  judgment. 
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By  addressing  the  people  in  homely  language  I  re- 
vived the  loyal  spirit  in  Upper  Canada,  and  by 
resorting  to  reason  instead  of  military  force.  I  became 
at  last  enabled  by  the  assistance  of  the  former  to  dis- 
miss the  latter  from  the  province. 

I  mention  these  facts  to  your  Lordship  for  the  par* 
pose  of  showing  the  impolicy  of  our  now  allowing 
Mr.  Papineau  to  enjoy  the  triumph  of  making  it 
appear  that  we  retain  possession  of  the  Lower  Province 
only  by  force  of  arms. 

If  Lower  Canada  were  to  be  governed  by  reasoo 
instead  of  by  force,  I  beg  leave  to  ask  how  could  it 
possibly  separate  itself  from  the  British  Empire  ? 

If  the  Republicans  of  the  two  provinces,  united* 
were  afraid  to  attempt  it,  what  chance  has  one  to  attain 
it,  now  that  its  comrade  has  turned  against  it  f 
Suppose  that  by  a  coup-de'tnain  Mr.  Papineau  could 
gain  forcible  possession  of  Montreal  and  of  the  fortress 
of  Quebec,  what  could  they  be  worth  to  him  but  a 
hempen  neck-cloth  ?  Would  the  British  population 
be  annihilated  ?  Would  there  be  no  reaction  ?  Would 
Upper  Cannula  submit  to  a  republic  between  it  and 
the  ocean  ?  I  can  assure  your  Lordship  that  Mr. 
Papineau's  dominion,  like  his  life,  would  hang  only 
by  a  thread.  Between  the  British  navy  on  the  one 
side,  and  the  brave  militia  of  Upper  Canada  and  of 
New  Brunswick  on  the  other,  he  would  find  himself 
a  wild  elephant  between  two  tame  ones. 

It  may  appear  strange  that  Mr.  Papineau,  whose 
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abilities  have  been  proved  by  the  demoralization  they 
have  effected,  should  at  this  moment  be  occupying  a 
petition  so  ocmipletely  untenable ;  but  the  fact  is,  he 
tnumjdisby  the  weakness  of  our  conduct,  and  though 
he  is  in  reality  a  ruined  man,  yet  he  has  managed  by 
impadence  and  artifice  to  gain  the  very  darling  object 
he  has  for  so  many  years  ardently  been  striving  for : 
in  short,  he  has  summoned  eight  British  regiments 
into  his  province  not  to  fights  but  to  be  quoted  in  the 
House  of  Commons  as  undeniable  evidence  that  we 
require  military  force  to  retain  possession  of  that 
country. 

My  liord,  although  I  cannot  deny  the  fuct  of  the 
presence  of  the  troops,  yet  I  do  respectfully  submit  to 
your  Lordship,  that  Mr.  Papineau  has  managed  to 
obtain  them  by  illegitimate  means  and  by  false 
pretences. 

Hie  force  at  present  in  Lower  Canada  is  unneces- 
Miy ;  but  we  have  had  recourse  to  it  from  the  same 
unfortunate  aberration  that  has  hitherto  induced  us 
not  only  to  submit  to  Mr.  Papineau's  insults,  but  to 
W  before  them  in  proportion  to  the  insolence  with 
wUdi  they  have  been  inflicted.     From  the  extreme 
rfaubmission  we  have  suddenly  flown  to  the  extreme 
^  inger ;  and  influenced  in  both  instances  by  our 
PMions,  Reason  and  Justice,  which  in  government 
ve  invincible,  have  passed  unheeded. 
It  is  now  late  in  the  day  to  repent  of  our  policy  ; 
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Imt  there  is  yet  time  not  only  to  confess,  but  to  oor- 
rect  the  errors  we  have  been  guilty  of. 

My  Lord,  I  respectfully  recommend  her  Majesty's 
GoFemment  immediately  to  abstract  all  the  troops 
rcMn  Lower  Canada  excepting  those  necessary  to 
garrison  Quebec  and  Montreal. 

As.  soon  as  the  political  atmosphere  shall  be  thus 
purified,  let  Mr.  Papineau,  if  he  dare,  attadc  the 
Queen's  Grovemment,  and  the  British  population  of 
our  North  American  Colonies ;  let  him,  if  he  daie, 
take  forcible  possession  of  the  Lower  Province. 

Instead  of  encouraging  the  loyal  inhabitants  ct 
both  provinces  ignominiously  to  lean  upon  our  trDopi» 
let  us  allow  them  to  fight  if  necessary  for  themselveB^ 
for  their  families,  and  for  their  liberties ;  and  if  this 
policy  be  mildly  but  firmly  pursued,  the  civiliMd 
world  will  cheer  us  in  our  path,  and,  as  I  have 
before  ventured  to  assure  your  Lordship,  a  brilliant 
moral  victory  will  be  the  result 

I  have,  &c. 

F.  B.  Head. 

P.S.  Since  writing  the  above,  I  have  just  received 
from  an  officer  sent  expressly  to  me  from  Montreal 
by  Sir  John  Colborne,  a  letter  urging  me  to  de- 
spatch to  Lower  Canada  some  companies  of  our 
militia  for  five  months'  service,  as  Sir  John  observes, 
'*  If  we  do  not  mmedicUely  take  active  measures  to 
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€md  organize  our  JHemk,  the  pravinee  wiU  be 
loMtr 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  copy  of  Sir  John 
CMbofiie'8  oommunication,  with  my  reply  thereto^ 
which  will  explain  to  your  Lordship  the  reasons 
which,  in  my  opinion,  forbid  me  at  present  to  comply 
with  his  request. 

Notwithstanding  the  state  of  the  Lower  Province 
18  reported  to  me  by  the  officer  commanding  the 
ferees,  I  remain  still  of  the  opinion  already  expressed 
m  this  despatch,  namely,  that  her  Majesty's  Oovem- 
ment  should  inmiediately  abstract  all  the  troops  from 
Lower  Canada,  excepting  those  necessary  to  garrison 
Quebec  and  Montreal. 

I  am  perfectly  sensible  that  this  recommendation 
will  appear  extraordinary  to  your  Lordship,  when 
eoBtrasted  with  the  pressing  exigencies  of  Sir  John 
Colbonie.  I  will,  therefore,  endeavour  to  explain 
opinions  which  I  can  assure  your  Lordship  I  have 
not  die  slightest  desire  to  advocate. 

If  Mr.  Papineau  and  his  followers  were  a  foreign 
aiaNy,  it  would  be  desirable  that  the  party  which 
fotsessed  the  greatest  quantity  of  physical  strength 
ahould  predominate:  but  the  French  habitant  of 
Lower  Canada  are  as  much  her  Majesty's  subjects  as 
the  British  troops,  and  in  the  present  state  of  the 
milised  world,  I  do  maintain  that  a  civil  war  must 
heneeforward  be  a  moral  one ;  and  that  victory  will 
eventually  declare  itself  in  favour  of  moral  and  not 
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of  physical  preponderance.  The  peace,  welfore,  and 
stability  of  society  depend  upon  the  maintenance  of 
this  principle ;  and  such  is  the  momentum  of  public 
opinion,  that  I  feel  confident  no  power  on  earth  can 
now-a-days  prevail  which  attempts  to  withstand  it. 

I  submit  to  your  Lordship,  that  no  government  is 
justified  in  attacking  its  own  citizens  until  it  has 
previously  gone  through  the  forms  of  endeavouring 
to  govern  them  by  firmness  and  reason.  A  govern* 
nient  need  not  be  firm,  nor  need  it  be  reasonable,  but 
ihe  fatal  consequence  of  its  being  neither  one  nor  the 
other  is.  that  it  exists  in  an  unfit  state  suddenly  to 
put  down  rebellion  by  force ;  for  what  is  despotism 
but  government  sans  reason  f 

My  Lord,  I  say  nothing  against  the  unfortunate 
by-gone  system  of  conciliation  which  has  hitherto  been 
adopted  in  Lower  Canada — I  will  even  admit,  for 
argument's  sake,  that  the  Government  was  right  to 
try  the  experiment, — but  I  respectfully  maintain  that 
it  is  not  justified  in  flying  from  it  to  the  opposite 
extreme  without  having  had  recourse  to  the  middle 
regimen  I  have  described.      But  it  is  argued  that  the 
British  population  is  in  actual  danger,  that  the  Lower 
Province  **  will  be  lost"  unless  we  have  immediate 
recourse  to  physical  force,  and,  consequently,  that  it 
is   now  too  late  to  philosophise  on  the  subject.     I 
conceive  that  the  argument  is  the  same  as  if  a  man  who 
had  commenced  to  build  his  house  on  a  bog  were  to  in- 
sist on  continuing  it  because  he  had  already  completed 
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ha  first  Btory.  It  is  true  the  removal  of  the  build- 
ing would  be  mortifying  and  expensive,  but,  if  it 
were  impossible  for  it  to  stand,  the  sooner  it  were 
abandoned  the  better* 

My  liord,  I  conceive  that  no  quantity  of  British 
troops  would  be  sufficient  to  put  down  agitation  in 
Lower  Canada,  or  even  to  protect  every  person  in 
that  province  from  open  violence.  The  cumbersome 
attempt  on  our  part  to  do  all  this  by  soldiers  would 
i^pear  to  the  world  a  series  of  aggressions,  which 
would  sooner  or  later  excite  sympathy  in  favour  of 
Mr.  Papineau  and  his  adherents. 

On  the  other  hand,  if,  sheathing  the  sword,  we  were 

at  once  to   place   ourselves   on   the  defensive,  and 

openly  await  the  very  evils  we  are  now  trying  to 

avert,  Mr.  Papineau  would  then  be  driven  either  to 

^ve  up  agitation  or  to  became  the  aggressor^  in 

which  latter  case  we  (I  mean  the  British  population 

fd  the  North  American  colonies)  should  instantly 

gain  in  moral  power  infinitely  more  than  we  had  laid 

nde  in  military  force. 

I  submit  to  your  Lordship,  that  in  military  strength 
Mr.  Papineau  has  no  chance  whatever  of  successfiilly 
mtending  against  the  British  empire.  Let  us, 
Aotfore,  equally  be  his  superior  in  that  moral  power 
^  which  our  possession  and  protection  of  the  Gana- 

du  must  eventually  be  decided. 

F.  B.  H. 


The  foregoing  opinions  (which  by  her  Majesty's 


214 

govemment  were  not  deemed  worthy  to  be  indiided 
among  those  submitted  to  the  Imperial  Parliament) 
clearly  show  that  I  had  totally  failed  to  fiwesee  the 
invasion  of  our  colonies  by  our  American  ailiea. '  I 
own,  however  (and  the  confession  should  shame  them)» 
that  it  never  entered  into  my  heart  for  a  moment  to 
conceive  that,  while  American  friendship  was  stand- 
ing  smiling  at  our  side,  its  hand  was  only  waiting 
until  we  faced  our  difficulties  to  stab  us  in  the  bade ! 
**  Experience/'  they  say  *'  makes  men  wise,'*  but 
where  in  the  page  of  the  history  of  civilised  nations 
was  such  experience  to  be  learned  ?  It  is  recorded 
for  the  first  time  ;  and  I  humbly  submit  that  I  am 
much  less  deserving  of  blame  for  not  having  antici- 
pated this  attack  than  is  the  British  nation,  who,  al- 
though the  event  has  actually  happened,  can  scarcely 
even  now,  by  argument  or  facts,  be  persuaded  to 
believe  what  the  conduct  of  the  American  authorities 
has  been. 

To  repel  this  unprecedented  attack  of  faithless  friends 
the  whole  energies  of  the  British  Empire  should,  if  ne- 
cessary^ be  directed,  just  as  ihey  should  be  directed  to 
repel  an  invasion  of  our  colonies  by  the  power  of 
France  or  Russia.   But,  leaving  this  unnatural  contio*- 
gency   out  of  the  question,  and  returning  to  the  d<H- 
mestic  government  of  our  North  American  colonies,  I 
beg  leave  to  say  that,  barring  foreign  invasion,  I  most 
unalterably  adhere  to  the  opinions  expressed  in  thke 
foregoing  despatch  :  for  I  well  know  that  I  speak  the 
sentiments  of  the  British  population  of  our  North  Ame- 
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riean  colonies,  when  I  say  that  if,  instead  of  sending  out 
seven-and-twenty  regiments,  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment would  send  out  only  one  man,  who,  standing  alone 
among  them,  would  promise  the  people  that,  while 
he  lived,  the  institutions  of  our  empire  should  never  be 
Ranged,  a  universal  British  cheer  would  resound 
throughout  our  colonies,  and  ''  Reports  "  of  alleged 
grievances  would  be  heard  of  no  more.    When  the 
people  of  Upper  Canada  were  appealed  to,  did  they 
not  strictly  fulfil  the  prophecy  by  responding  to  the 
call  ?    And  is  it  not  an  historical  fact,  that  the  brave 
inhabitants  of  New  Brunswick,  with  their  Ldeutenant'- 
Governor  at  their  head,  stood  not  only  ready,  but 
earnestly  wishing  to  be  called  ?   Grievances !     Sepa- 
ration from  the  mother  country  !    Hatred  to  British 
institutions !     Natural  attachment    to  democracy ! 
Commissions  of  Inquiry,  one  after  another,  may  in 
our  colonies  no  doubt  collect  complaints  in  detail,  just 
as  they  would  be  collected  from  every  regiment  and 
every  line-of-battle  ship  in  our  service,  were  we  to  pay 
people  for  searching  for  them ;  but,  let  the  enemy  ap- 
pear, let  the  British  colours  be  hauled  up,  and  let  our 
people  but  see  the  foe  who  unjustifiably  advances  to 
deprive  them  of  their  liberties,  and  in  one  moment 
^  complaints  are  forgotten  ! 


The  following  despatch  affords  another  sad 
euinple  of  the  endless  embarrassments  which 
w  lieutenant-Governors  of  our   provinces   suffer 
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from  the  eaves-dioppte^  v^item  of  oiv.  *^^^**'f*' 
Office. 

No.  127. 

Upper  CoMda,  2711  JVbo^  1887.  • 
Mt  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordahip  a 
pamphlet  entitled  **  the  Correspond^ice  of  the  Honoor- 
Able  William  Morris  with  the  Colonial  Office  at 
the  ddegaJte  from  the  Preehjfterian  hodjf  m  Camada^ 

I  have  also  the  honour  to  transmit  a  copy  of  a  com- 
munication  which,  in  consequence  of  the  aboie 
publication*  I  directed  my  civil  secretary  to  addreas 
to  the  Moderator  of  the  Synod. 

Your  Lordship  will,  finom  the  above  document,  per- 
mve  the  inconvenience  which  has  arisen  from  aDow- 
ing  *'  a  delegate*^  from  this  province  the  entire  perusal 
in  Downing-street  of  a  despatch  which  it  b  left  to 
my  judgment  to  determine  whether  the  whole  or  a 
part  only  dnouid  be  published  in  Upper  Canada. 

With  respect  to  the  intemperate,  uncalled-for  lan~ 
guage  contained  in  the  pamphlet,  I  have  only  to  re  ^ 
quest  that  your  Lordship  will  be  so  good  as  to  con^^ 
pare  it  with  the  accusations  lately  made  against  tb« 
Attorney-General  of  this  province,  from  the  effects  of 
which  that  officer  as  well  as  her  Majesty's  Solicitor 
General  are  still  suffering. 

I  have,  &c. 
F.  B.  Head. 
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Is  there  another  public  office  m  the  state — in  the 
world — which  would  permit  its  conditional  or  discre- 
tional orders  to  its  confidential  servants  to  be  thus 
perused^  while  the  matters  were  still  pending,  by  in- 
terested or  hostile  individuals,  whose  known  piu-pose 
was  to  thwart  them  ? 
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CHAPTER  IX. 

« 

Three  ultimate  causes  of  my  Resignatioa— 1.  Dismisaal  of  Judge  Bi- 
dout — Order  from  His  Majesty*s  Government  for  his  Restoratm— 
2.  Appointments  of  Attorney  and  Solicitor  General  arraited  by 
his  Majesty's  Grovemment — 3.  Reasons  for  not  eleTating  Ex-8piihr 
Bidwell  to  the  Bench — His  Majesty*s  Gavemment  commuaieite 
their  desires  for  his  Elevation — My  refUsal  to  obey  their  Oid«»- 
The  Republican  Party  unmask  themselves  and  attack  Tomb- 
Despatch  to  His  Majesty*s  Grovemment — Important  Moral  ii  it 
suppressed. 

The  following  despatches  will  speak  for  themseivei. 
No  preliminary  observations  are  necessary,  as  the  data 
will  sufficiently  explain  that,  in  consequence  oi  ths 
rebellion  which  had  already  broken  out  in  Lowar 
Canada,  a  corresponding  insurrection  was  naturally  to 
be  expected  in  the  Upper  Province,  and,  consequentlyi 
that  it  was  more  than  ever  politic  that  I  should  ffyt 
encouragement  to  the  loyal,  and  discouragement  U> 
that  party  who  were  on  the  very  eve  of  a  rebellion. 

If  I  had  been  governing  by  force  of  arms,  tkeg 
would  have  been  sufficient ;  but,  having  yielded  to 
the  Lower  Province  Her  Majesty's  troops,  I  hi 
nothing  left  to  support  me  but  a  strict  adherence  to 
that  plain  moral  rule  which  bids  all  nations,  as  weD 
iis  all  individuals,  keep  up  a  just  distinction  betweeo 
their  enemies  and  their  friends. 
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No.  72. 

(COPT.) 

Toronto,  Upper  Canada,  12M  Stpt.,  1836. 
Mt  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship 
the  accompanying  memorial  from  Mr.  George  Ridout, 
complaimng  that  he  has  experienced  unjust  treatment 
from  me. 

The  fiicts  attending  this  gentleman's  dismissal  from 
hit  sitiiations  of  Judge  of  the  District  Court  of  Niagara, 
of  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  of  Colonel  of  Militia,  are 
shortly  as  follows : — 

On  the  27th  March  last,  Mr.  George  Ridout,  head- 
ing the  deputation,  read  that  address  to  me  from 
a  public  meeting  held  at  the  City  Hall,  by  Dr. 
0*Gnidy  (the  editor  of  the  Correspondent  and 
Adweate)  and  others  which  I  forwarded  to  your 
Lordship  on  the  6th  of  April  last,  in  my  despatch 
No.  24. 

Shortly  afterwards  Mr.  Ridout  made  a  declaration 
whidi  became  the  subject  of  general  conversation, 
that,  in  the  event  of  his  being  dismissed  by  me  from 
office,  *'  /  should  deserve  to  he  tarred  and  feathered, 
sasdihai  he  would  lend  a  hand  to  do  so.'' 

In  one  of  the  public  offices  in  Toronto  he  declared 
that  we  must  or  should  now  have  "  war  to  the  knife.'' 

Mr.  George  Ridout  was  a  frequent  attendant  as 
well  as  speaker  at  the  Constitutional  Reform  Society, 
from  which  was  widely  circulated  a  printed  address 
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signed  by  Dr.  Baldwin,  of  which  the  following  ii  an 
extract  :— 

**  It  11  our  duty  solemnly  to  asBure  yM,  that  the  eoodhat 
of  Sir  Francis  Bond  Head  has  been  alike  a  dion^prl-if 
CSonstitutional  GoTemment,  and  of  candour  and  truth  in  hb 
statements.*' 

Mr.  Ridout  declares  he  is  not  a  memhw  of  lUi 
society,  yet  from  his  frequent  attendance  and  speak- 
ing at  the  meetings  of  this  "society,  before  as  mA  as 
after  it  had,  for  mere  electioneering  pnrpoeest  diaagsd 
its  name  (only  afew  weeks  ago)  from  the  *' ABianes'^ 
to  the  ''  Constitutional  Reform  Society/*  I  felt  I U 
a  right  to  consider  him  as  an  active  member. 

Previous,  however,  to  dedaring  him  to  be  soA 
I  took  the  precaution  of  obtaining  a  legal  opimonoa 
the  subject,  which  was  that  Mr.  O.  Ridout  most  ^ 
ddedly  did  appear  to  be  an  active  member  of  the  sui 
Society. 

It  is  perfectly  true  that  old  Mr.  Ridout  was  a  kysL 
gentlemanlike,  and  estimable  man,  and  it  was  finoiB  ft 
benevolent  desire  to  reclaim  Mr.  G.  Ridout,  his  floiii 
from  radical  principles,  that  the  situations  he  bdl 
were  successively  heaped  upon  him  by  Sir  Peregrio0 
Maitland  and  by  Sir  J.  C!olbome ;  but  the  more  he  ivss 
favoured  the  more  violent  he  became,  and  when,  ai  * 
judge  and  colonel  of  militia,  he  talked  about  tani^ 
and  feathering  the  King*8  representative^  I  considfliei 
it  was  my  duty  to  inform  him  that  his  Majesty  ^ 
no  further  occasion  for  his  services. 
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I  may  add  thai,  shortly  after  my  arrival  here,  I 
myself  took  a  great  deal  of  trouble  to  endeavour  to 
redaim  Mr.  George  Ridout,  and  kindly  to  persuade 
tim  {^  his  errors,  but  in  vain. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  F.  B.  Head. 

The  Petition  of  George  Ridout,  of  the  city  of  Toronto, 

in  Upper  Canada,  Barrister-at-Law, 

Sheweth, 

That  your  petitioner,  a  native  of  Canada,  and  son  of  the 
kte  Honourable  Thomas  Ridout,  Surveyor-General,  was 
Ifrpointed  a  Lieutenant  in  the  Militia  by  the  late  Major- 
General  Sir  Isaac  Brock,  a  name  ever  dear  to  this  pro- 
rince,  and  with  whom  he  was  present  at  the  battle  of  Queen- 

itOIL 

By  the  ordinary  progressive  steps,  and  a  service  of  more 
than  seventeen  years,  your  Petitioner  rose  to  the  rank 
if  Colonel  of  the  2nd  Regiment  East  York  Militia,  in 
tilt  room  of  the  Honourable  John  B.  Robinson,  appointed 
to  fiU  the  high  office  of  Chief  Justice  of  this  colony  in 
.1830. 

Thai  your  Petitioner  s  appointment  to  the  honourable, 
though  not  lucrative  situation,  of  Judge  of  the  Niagara 
ftrtrict  Court,  was  conferred  upon  him,  in  1828,  by  Sir 
ftregrine  Maitland,  late  Lieutenant-Governor  of  this  pro- 
vide. 

Daring  the  administration  of  his  successor.  Sir  John 
Gslbome,  your  Petitioner  discharged  the  duties  of  these  si- 
tuations, so  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  that  officer,  that  he 
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was  appmnted  a  Jusdqe  of  the  Peace  ibr  the  Niagara  district. 
That  your  Petitioner  was  treated  with  Uiid  consideratioii 
both  by  Sir  Peregrine  Maitland  and  by  Sir  John  Colborne, 
though  he  voted  for  gentlemen  who  were  deemed  the  Re- 
form candidates. 

That  thus  in  practice,  as  well  as  by  the  King's  instructions, 
your  Petitioner  found  the  principle  recognised,  that  every  elec- 
tor has  a  right  to  exercise  his  own  judgment,  without  fear  or 
apprehension,  and  to  indulge  in  such  political  opinions  as 
are  consistent  with  his  duty  to  his  King  and  country,  with- 
out fear  of  proscription. 

Aware  also  of  the  unrestricted  liberty  he  had  enjoyed  un- 
der the  government  of  Sir  P.  Maitland  and  Sir  John  Ool- 
bome,  he  hesitated  not  to  follow  the  course  he  had  hitherto 
pursued ;  and  at  the  late  election  for  this  dty  gave  his  vote, 
for  the  seccHid  time,  in  favour  of  his  brother-in-law,  the  late 
member,  and  a  Reformer,  as  he  believes,  in  the  spirit  of 
Lord  Goderich*s  despatch,  and  to  that  only. 

The  election  for  the  city  of  Toronto  closed  on  the  23rd 
June  last ;  but  no  intimation  of  the  intention  of  Sir  Francis 
B.  Head  to  punish  your  Petitioner  for  his  vote  reached  him 
until  the  15th  July,  after  the  result  of  all  the  elections  had 
been  ascertained ;  and  tlie  time  chosen  for  making  this  com- 
munication was,  when  your  Petitioner  was  in  the  discharge 
of  his  duty  as  Judge  of  the  Court  at  Niagara,  ahhou^his 
residence  is  at  Toronto. 

The  reasons  assi^ed  for  your  Petitioner's  dismissal  from 
the  various  honourable  situations  he  hdd  are  totaDy  with- 
out foundation,  as  will  plainly  appear  from  the  correspond- 
ence between  your  Petitioner  and  the  private  secretary  of 
his  Excellency.  Sir  Francis  Bond  Head.  That  thb  may 
admit  of  no  doubt,  vour  Petitioner  submits  the  evidence 
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anoexed.*  Your  Petitioner  respectftiUy  refers 
the  same  papers,  hereto  annexed,  shewing  the  unavailable 
oaitioBS  he  made  to  procure  redress  from  Sir  F.  B.  Head, 
far  the  injustice  suffered,  and  the  necessity  imposed  upon 
him  of  appealing  for  that  redress  to  his  Majesty's  Govem- 

mt. 

Yoar  Petitioner  feels  the  injustice  done  him  the  more 
ably,  not  only  because  he  has  been  punished,  although  not 
gail^  of  the  charges  alleged  to  him ;  but  persons  who  took 
ao  active  part  as  members  of  the  societies  alluded  to,  have 
been  permitted  to  do  so  with  impunity ;  whilst  others 
holding  lucrative  and  important  situations  under  Govern- 
ment, clerks  in  offices,  and  even  messengers,  in  defiance  of  the 
King^s  instructions,  have  attended  the  polls  from  Riding  to 
Riding,  during  the  late  elections  ;  and  they  used  every  ex- 
fdiOD,  even  to  intimidation,  in  order  to  obtain  votes  for  the 
candidates  known,  or  supposed  to  be  acceptable,  to  Sir  F. 
B.  Head*. 

If  the  inhabitants  of  this  most  important  province  are  to 

*  N3. — ^The  papers  appended  to  this  petition  are 

1.  Communication  from  Mr.  Joseph, 
t.  Mr.  G.  Ridout  to  Mr.  Joseph. 
a.  Cdkmel  Coffin  to  Mr.  Ridout. 
4L  Mr.  Ridout  to  Colonel  Coffin. 

6.  Mr.  Ridoot  to  Colonel  Coffin,  demanding  a  Court  Martial. 
S.  CSolonel  Coffin  to  Mr.  Ridout. 

7.  Petition  to  Sir  F.  B.  Head. 

8.  Certificate,  that  G.  Ridout  opposed  the  formation  of  the  Society, 

under  the  principles  that  Mr.  M*Kenzie  had  moved.    Signed 
by  Dr.  Morrison. 

9.  Certificate,  that  George  Ridout  does  not  belong  to  the  So- 

ciety. 

10.  Minute  from  Osgoode  Hall  Law  Society,  that  George  Ridout 
was  appointed  treasurer  for  1830. 
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adopt  a  new  line  of  conduct  tar  every  sueoeasiTe  Governor 
that  may  be  ordered  out,  whose  views  may  differ  from  each 
other  as  to  the  interpretation  of  the  King's  instructions ;  if 
proscription  is  to  follow  acts  previously  deemed  not  only 
harmless,  but  constitutional,  and  even  entitled  to  bvou^, 
because  a  new  Governor  adopts  a  policy  diametrically  op- 
posite to  that  of  hb  predecess<H' — then  must  the  situation 
of  the  honest  inhabitants  of  Uppor  Canada  be  deplorable 
indeed.  Tlie  natural  consequence  must  be,  that  men  ac- 
customed to  the  equal  and  steady  application  of  known 
rules  and  laws,  and  to  the  mild  sway  of  the  British  Govern- 
ment, will  abandon  the  country,  and  the  emigrant  will  avoid 
so  frightful  a  tyranny. 

Convinced  that  your  Lordship  will  not  sanction  injustice, 
nor  permit  any  man,  however  exalted  in  station,  to  use  the 
power  delegated  to  him  for  the  use  of  his  Majesty's  subjects, 
to  be  exercised  in  their  oppression,  I  appeal,  with  the  utmost 
confidence,  from  the  decision  of  Sir  Francis  B.  Head  to 
the  justice  of  his  Majesty's  Government,  for  such  redress  as 
a  gentleman  of  unblemished  honour,  and  a  loyal  British 
subject,  has  a  right  to  expect. 

All  which  is  humbly  submitted. 

(Signed)  Georob  Ridout. 

Toronto,  Upper  Canada,  12th  August,  1836. 

Government  House,  I2th  July,  183& 
Sir, 

I  am  commanded  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor  to  call 
your  attention  to  the  enclosed  printed  address,  which  has 
lately  been  widely  circulated  by,  and  "  on  behalf  of  a"  so- 
ciety, of  which  it  appears  you  are  an  active  member. 

The  Lieutenant-Governor  desires  me  to  observe,  that  the 


22d 

Unguage  ooat^ioed  in  this  address  has  hitherto  renuuned 
Qonoticed  by  him,  only  from  his  determiuation  not  to  inter- 
fere with  that  public  verdict  which  he  felt  confident  the 
country  would  clearly  express.  But  as  the  elections  are 
909  over,  his  Excellency  considers  that  in  order  to  maintain 
the  liappy  constitution  of  this  province  inviolate,  it  is  ab- 
loltttely  necessary,  in  obedience  to  the  King's  instructions, 
that  no  person  should  be  permitted  to  retain  any  office  of 
tnnt  or  confidence  under  the  British  Government,  who  at- 
tempts (however  unsuccessfully)  to  insult  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor  of  the  province  by  language  such  as  is  contained 
a  your  society's  address.  His  Excellency,  therefore, 
deems  it  his  painful  duty  to  direct  me  to  inform  you  that 
Us  Majesty  has  no  further  occasion  for  your  services  as 
Judge  of  the  Niagara  District  Court,  and  Justice  of  the 
Peace. 

I  have,  &c. 
George  Ridout,  Esq.,  Toronto. 

(Signed)  J.  Joseph. 

(copy.) 

The  ConstUviional  Reform  Society  of  Upper  Canada 

to  their  fellow  Reformers, 

The  difference  between  Sir  Francis  Bond  Head  and 
the  House  of  Assembly,  growing  out  of  the  resignation  of 
the  late  Executive  Council,  has  led  to  a  dissolution  of  Par- 
hunent.  The  unanimous  representation  of  the  late  Exe- 
ctttife  Council,  severally  signed  by  the  Honourable  Peter 
BobiDson,  the  Honourable  G.  H.  Markland,  Honourable 
Joieph  Wells,  Honourable  J.  H.  Dunn,  and  Robert  Bald- 
wia  and  John  Kolph,  Esqrs.,  we  declare  to  be  moderate, 
just,  and  constitutional  The  refusal  of  Sir  F.  B.  Head  to 
allow  the  Executive  Council  to  discharge  the  duties  ob- 
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viously  belonging  to  their  oflBee^  and  impoeed  by  their  oelli, 
of  advising  the  Lieutenant-Governor  upon  oar  public  afUis, 
preparatory  to  his  final  and  discretionary  action  upon  tboK 
affairs,  betrays  a  disposition,  as  a  stranger,  to  conduct  the 
government  in  an  arbitrary,  unsafe,  and  unconstitutional 
manner,  which  the  House  of  Assembly,  unless  traitors  to  us, 
could  not  sanction  or  grant  supplies  to  uphold. 

The  fifty-seven  rectories  could  not  by  law  have  been  esta- 
blished without  the  advice  and  consent  of  the  Execiitife 
Council  of  the  province  ;  and  their  recent  establishment  and 
endowment,  with  their  eicclusive  ecclesiastical  rights  and 
privileges,  is  a  practical  and  melancholy  proof  of  the  indis- 
pensable necessity  of  a  good  and  honest  Executive  Counc9» 
alike  possessing  the  confidence  of  the  King  and  the  peopb- 
It  is  our  duty  solemnly  to  assure  you  that  the  conduct  of 
Sir  Francis  Bond  Head  has  been  alike  a  disregard  of  con- 
stitutional government,  and  of  candour  and  truth  in  bis 
statements  to  you.  We  therefore  appeal  to  you  most  ear- 
nestly not  to  abandon  your  faithful  representatives  at  the 
n])})roaching  contest,  but  by  your  manly  conduct  prove  you^ 
solves  worthy  of  good  government  and  honest  public  servants. 

(Signed) 

W.  W.  Baldwin,  President 

(copy) 

Adjutant- GeneraTs  Office, 

Toronto,  July  20,  1836. 

Sir, 

With  reference  to  the  communication  which  has  beef- 
made  to  you  this  day  by  Mr.  Secretary  Joseph,  I  am  com' 
mended    by  his  Excellency  the    Lieutenant-Governor  t^ 
acquaint  you,  that  for  the  reasons  assigned  in  that  comrou^ 
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Dieation,  his  Majesty  has  no  farther  occasion  for  your  services 
as  Colonel  of  the  Second  Regiment  East  York  Militia. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  N,  Coffin, 
Adjutant-General  of  Militia,  Upper  Canada. 
To  George  Ridout,  Esq. 

(Signed)  N.  Coffin, 
Adjutant-General  of  Militia,  Upper  Canada. 

•  COPT.)  Toronto,  July  14,  1836. 

Sir, 

Whilst  in  the  discharge  of  my  duty  as  a  public  officer  at 
Niagara,  yesterday,  I  had  the  honour  of  receiving  your 
letter  of  the  12th  inst,  communicating  to  me  that  for 
reasons  assigned  by  Mr.  Joseph,  his  Majesty  had  no  fur- 
ther occasion  for  my  services  as  Colonel  of  the  2nd  Regi« 
ment  of  East  York  Militia. 

As  I  have  fully  answered  Mr.  Joseph's  communication, 
and  I  hope  satisfactorily  shown  that  there  was  no  foundation 
for  the  reasons  therein  assigned,  it  will  be  unnecessary  for 
me  to  add  anything  farther,  than  merely  to  remind  you  that 
tmong  the  dismissals,  no  allusion  is  made  to  the  situation 
I  held  of  acting  Judge-Advocate  on  the  approaching  court- 
martial  at  Cobourg,  and  to  beg  of  you  to  consider  this  a 
ttficient  notice  of  my  resignation  of  that  office. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  servant, 

(Signed)  Geokge  Ridout. 

N*  Coffin, 
Adjutant-General  of  Militia. 

q2 
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(copy.)  Toranio,  14/A  July,  1836. 

Sir, 

Not  being  aware  that  any  act  of  mine  could  be  construed 
into  a  sufficient  justification  for  the  extraordinary  step  lately 
taken  in  dismissing  me  from  the  colonelcy  of  the  second 
Regiment  East  York  Militia^  unless  the  vote  for  my  brothe^ 
in-law  can  be  considered  a  sufficient  pretext,  a  privilege 
it  is  pretended  that  every  elector  has  a  right  fearlessly 
and  independently  to  exercise,  I  take  the  liberty  of  de- 
manding a  court-martial. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

(Signed)  Gkorgb  Ridout. 

To  Colonel  Coffin, 

Adjutant  Greneral  of  Militia,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

A  true  Copy.        (Signed)        N.  Coffin, 
Adjutant  General  of  Militia. 

(copy.) 

Adjutant'GeneraVs  Office^ 

Toronto,  July  20,  1836. 
Sir, 

I  have  had  the  honour  to  submit  to  his  Excellency  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  your  letter  of  the  14th  instant,  which, 
I  must  observe,  was  only  brought  to  my  office  by  your  clerk 
yesterday;  and  am  commanded  by  his  Excellency  to  in* 
form  you,  that  as  you  are  no  longer  an  officer  of  Militia, 
it  would  be  proper,  in  order  to  bring  you  to  court-mar- 
tial, that  you  should  be  reinstated  in  the  rank  you  formerly 
held,  an  arrangement  which  his  Excellency  declines  to 
sanction. 

His  Excellency  deems  it  scarcely  necessary  to  observe  to 
you,  that  it  was  not  for  having  voted  for  your  brother-in* 
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iaw  that  you  wei^  removed  from  the  situations  you  held  in 
lis  Majesty*s  service. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 
&c.  &c.  &c. 
(Signed)  N.  Coffin, 

Adjutant-General  of  Militia. 
A  true  Copy.     (Signed)  N.  Coffin, 

Adjutant-General  of  Militia,  Upper  Canada. 

Memorandum. — The  original  letter,  of  which  this  is  a 
copy,  was,  by  his  Excellency's  commands,  returned  to  the 
writer  the  day  after  its  receipt. 

J.  Joseph. 

Toronto,  27th  July,  1836. 

To  His  Excellency  Sir  F.  B.  Head,  Knight,  &c.  &c.  &c, 
and  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Upper  Canada. 

May  it  please  Your  Excellency, 

1  have  the  honour  to  state  for  your  information  that  I 
find  by  a  letter  addressed  to  me  by  the  Adjutant- General 
of  Militia,  that  your  Excellency  refuses  me  a  court-martial, 
W  admits  that  I  have  not  been  removed  from  the  situa- 
tions which  I  held  in  his  Majesty's  service  for  voting  in 
&vour  of  my  brother-in-law  at  the  late  election. 

In  bringing  my  case  under  the  notice  of  his  Majesty's 
Government  it  is  material  that  the  facts  should  be  truly 
stated.     I  beg  therefore  to  remind  your  Excellency  that  I 
am  iully  prepared  to  prove,  as  mentioned  in  a  former  com- 
munication, that  the  reasons  assigned  by  your  Excellency 
for  depriving  me  of  office  are  totally  without  foundation. 
Why  should  I  hesitate  to  speak  the  whole  truth?     They 
are  altogether  untrue. 
The  only  other  reason  which  I  could  think  of  was  my 
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▼ote,  fdncli  your  Excdleney,  as  appears  fimn  the  Adjutant- 
Generars  letter^  admits  not  to  have  been  the  case.  The 
clear  and  undemable  inference  therefoie  is,  that,  in  as  flir 
as  depends  upon  your  Excellency^  I  am  disj^ced  and 
turned  out  of  office  under  false  pretences,  and  because  it  is 
your  pleasure. 

Such  a  course  of  proceeding  will  not  be  approved  of  by 
my  gracious  Sovereign,  so  just  and  tender  in  the  exercise  of 
his  power,  nor  will  his  Majesty  countenance  oppression  on 
the  part  of  those  to  whom  he  has  delegated  a  portion  of 
his  authority,  or  suffer  them,  if  guilty  of  injustice,  to  pass 
unpunished. 

It  will  scarcely  be  credited  in  the  House  of  Commons,  or 
by  the  British  public,  that  a  man,  who  has  served  without 
a  view  to  reward  during  a  bitter  war,  should  be  insultingly 
oppressed  by  one — a  stranger  to  the  province,  as  your 
Excellency  is — a  stranger  to  the  services  of  many  of  its 
inhabitants — but  clothed  with  a  little  brief  authority,  in- 
trusted to  you  by  the  Colonial  Minister,  and  listening  to 
evil,  irresponsible  advisers,  exercises  that  power  in  the 
violent  reckless  manner  in  which  it  has  been  directed 
against  me. 

After  discovering  that  the  reasons  assigned  for  my  dis 
missal  were  untrue,  and  that  there  was  no  just  ground  for 
such  a  proceeding,  the  honourable  cdirse  would  have  been 
to  have  restored  me  instantly  to  my  offices,  with  such 
apologies  for  my  wounded  feelings  as  one  gentleman  owes 
to  another  whom  he  has  unjustly  aspersed. 

But  as  ttiis  has  not  been  done  I  feel  myself  justified  in 
stating  to  his  Majesty's  Gtevemment  that  I  have  been 
treated  with  the  grossest  injustice,  without  even  the  shadow 
of  misconduct  on  my  part,  for  the  reasons  assigned  are 
totally  without  foundation. 
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U,  bcfwevets  even  at  this  late  period,  y9va;  jBifoeUency 
liu  any  other  reasons  than  those  given,  nrfasch-have  been 
tiidierto  kept  back^  I  am  willing  to  allow  them  every 
weight;  nor  shall  I  attempt,  when  informed  of  their 
sistence,  to  suppress  or  lessen  their  just  influence  with 
lis  Majesty's  Government  in  the  statement  which  I  am 
ibofut  to  forward. 

If  no  other  reasons  are  produced,  I  have  a  right  to  con- 
lider  your  Excellency's  conduct  to  me  inconsistent  with 
^our  duty  as  the  representative  of  my  gracious  Sovereign ; 
and,  as  I  can  expect  no  redress  at  your  hands,  it  only 
remains  for  me  to  appeal  to  the  justice  of  the  Imperial 
Government. 

I  have,  &C. 
(Signed)  Gbokoe  Ridout. 

Toronto,  18/ A  August,  1836. 
Sir, 

In  compliance  with  established  rule  I  now  enclose  to  his 
BxoeUency  the  Lieutenant-Governor  my  memorial  to  Lord 
Glenelg,  and  pray  that  his  Excellency  wfll  be  plefased  to' 
forward  the  same  to  his  Lordship  ivithoiit  delay.*   '    '        ' 

I  take  the  liberty  of  stating,  t!hat  by  private  conveyance 
I  send  to  his  Lordship  a  copy  of  the  memorial  now  en- 
dosed,  and  of  the  papers  and  evidence  attached  to  it. 

t  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  Gboroe  Ridout. 

To  John  Joseph,  Esq.,  Civil  Secretary 
to  His  Excellency  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Bme  District.  Upper  Canada. 

Alexander  Stewart,  of  the  city  of  Toronto,  carpenter^ 
^^h  oath  and   saith,  that  he  was  present  at  a  large 
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meeting  held  in  the  said  city,  about  the  month  of  Jamiarj, 
in  die  year  1835,  when  William  Lyon  M'Kensie,  Eh)*, 
proposed  to  form  a  political  society,  called  the  ABfaaeii 
Society  of  Upper  Canada,  and  at  the  same  time  submitlid 
a  series  of  resolutions  for  the  adoption  of  the  said  soeisty^ 
That  George  Ridout,  of  the  said  city,  barrister-at-law,  «ift« 
opposed  to  Mr.  W.  M'Kenzie*s  resolutions,  and  oppostj 
^he  foundation  of  a  society  on  the  principles  contained  in 
those  resolutions. 

This  deponent  further  saith,  that  he  believes  the  said 
George  Ridout  has  not,  since  the  above-mentioned  periocl 
joined  any  political  society  in  this  province. 

(Signed)  A.  Stbwart. 

Sworn  before  me,  at  the  city  of  Toronto,  Upper  CaiiMk 
the  Fifteenth  day  of  August,  One  Thousand  Eigiit 
Hundred  and  Thirty-six. 

(Signed)  T.  D.  Morrison, 

Mayor. 

To  WHOM  IT  MAT  Ck>NCBRN. 

The  subscribers  hereto,  severally  filling  the  offices  attached 
to  their  respective  names  in  the  Alliance  Society  of  (ipp^ 
Canada,  do  declare  that  George  Ridout,  of  the  dty  of 
Toronto,  barrister- at- law,  did  not,  at  any  time  since  the 
organization  of  the  said  society>  become  a  member  thereof' 

Dated  this  12th  day  of  August,  1836. 

(Signed)  T.  D.  Morrison,  Presideot.* 

John  M'Intosh,  Vice  Pres. 
John  E.  Tims,  Sec. 
T.  Parsons,  Sec. 

•  This  certificate,  from  four  of  the  most  violent  Radicals  in  Upp^ 
Canada,  cunningly  avoids  meeting  the  accusation  against  Mr.  Ridoot* 
namely,  that  because  he  constantly  attended  and  spoke  at  the 
ings  in  question,  he  appeared  to  be  an  active  member. 
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To  WHOM  IT  MAT  CONCERN. 

The  mibflcribere  hereto^  severally  filling  the  situations 
altaehed  to  their  respective  names,  in  the  Constitutional 
Refiorm  Society  of  Upper  Canada,  do  declare  that  George 
Ridout,  of  the  city  of  Toronto,  barrister-at-law,  did  not,  at 
any  time  aince  the  organization  of  the  said  society,  become 
a  member  thereof. 

(Signed)  W.  W.  Baldwin,  Pres. 

Francis  Hincks,  Sec. 
James  Leslie,  Treas. 

Ciiy  of  Toronto^ 

to  Wit,        ]         Upper  Canada. 

I,  Thomas  D.  Morrison,  Esq.,  Mayor  of  the  city  of 
Toronto,  do  hereby  certify  that  Alexander  Stewart,  of  the 
eity  of  Toronto,  carpenter,  whose  affidavit,  taken  before  me, 
is  hereto  annexed,  is  a  person  to  roe  well  known — that  he  is 
a  person  of  respectable  character,  and  worthy  of  Ml 
credence. 

I  do  hereby  also  certify  that  the  names,  T.  D.  Morrison, 
John  M'Intosh,  J.  E.  Tims,  T.  Parsons,  W.  W.  Baldwin, 
Francb  Hincks,  and  James  Leshe,  subscribed  to  the  certi- 
fieates  on  the  preceding  page,  are  of  the  respective  hand- 
writings of  the  said  persons,  and  they  held  the  several  offices 
nentioiied  in  the  said  certificates,  and  placed  opposite  their 
respective  names,  in  the  societies  therein  mentioned. 

Griven  under  my  Hand  and  Seal  of  Office,  this  Fifteenth 
day  of  August,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord,  One 
(L.  S.)     Thousand  Eight  Hundred  and  Thirty-six. 
(Signed)  T.  D.  Morrison,* 

Mayor. 

*  Lately  tried  for  high  treason,  and  has  since  left  the  province. 
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Home  Districts 

««.  )        Uppbr  Canada. 

Michaelnuu  Term,  10  Oeo.  IV. 

At  a  convocation  of  the  Law  Society,  held  in  the  Court 

House,  on  Monday,  the  1st  day  of  Michaelmas  Term,  in 

the  tenth  year  of  the  reign  of  King  Greorge  the  Fourth,— 

PRESENT — 

Henry  John  Boulton,  Attorney-General^ 

Christopher  Alex.  Hagernian,  Solicitor-General, 

William  Warren  Baldwin,  Esq. 

Darcy  Boulton,  J.,  Esq., 

George  Ridout,  Esq., — 

Thomas  Ward,  Esq., 
It  was  moved  by  W.  W.  Baldwin,  Esq.,  seconded  by  tht 
Solicitor-General,  C.  A.  Hagerman,  that  George  Ridout, 
Esq.,  be  appointed  Treasurer  for  the  remainder  of  the  jfear, 
ending  in  Hilary  Term  next ;  a  vacancy  having  occurred 
by  the  elevation  of  the  former  Treasurer,  John  B.  Robiiiioii» 
to  the  Bench  as  Chief  Justice ;  and  resolved  accordingly. 

Hilary  Term.  10  Geo.  IV. 
At  a  convocation  held  at  the  Law  Society  Library,  oo 
Monday,  28th  day  of  December,  1829,  being  in  the  Term 
in  Hilary,  in  the  tenth  year  of  the  reign  of  King  George 
the  Fourth, — 

PRESENT — 

Henry  John  Boulton,  Esq.,  Attorney-General, 

Christopher  Alex.  Hagerman,  Esq.,  Solidtor-Geoerai* 

William  Warren  Baldwin,  Esq., 

Jonas  Jones,  Esq., 

John  Rolfe,  Esq.,  and 

Simon  Washburn,  Esq., — 
It  was  proposed  by  the  Solicitor-General,  that  George 
Ridout,  Esq.,  be  Treasurer  for  the  ensuing  year,  that  ih 
until  Hilary  Term  next ;  and  resolved  accordingly. 
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Hilary  Term,  1  miUam  IV. 
At  a  convocation  held  at  the  Law  Society  Library,  on 
llmlay,  the  27th  day  of  December,  1830,  being  in  the 
rerm  in   Hilary,  in  the  Ist  year  of  the  reign  of  King 
IVilliam  the  Fourth,— 

PRESENT — 

George  Ridout,  Esq.,  Treasurer, 
William  W.  Baldwin,  Esq., 
Simon  Washburn,  Esq., 
James  Esmall,  Esq., 
Robert  Baldwin,  Esq., 
William  H.  Draper,  Esq., — 
It  was  moved  by  Simon  Washburn^  Esq.,  and  resolved* 
Tbtt  George  Ridout,  Esq.,  be  continued  Treasurer  for  the 
eittoiDg  year,  that  is,  until  Hilary  Term  next 

Treasurer  s  Office,  Osgoode  Hall. 
City  of  Toronto. 
I  hereby  certify  the  above  to  be  a  true  extract  from  the 
Journals  of  the  Law  Society  of  Upper  Canada. 

Given  under  the  Seal  of  the  Society  at  Osgoode  Hall« 
thtt  20th  day  of  August  1836. 

(Signed)         R.  B  Sullivan, 
(L  S.)  Treasurer. 


(copy.)  Government  Houne,  Atigu8t22d,  1836. 

Sib, 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
^r  of  the  18th  inst,  enclosing  a  memorial  to  Lord  Glen- 
^^  with  the  accompanying  documents,  which  you  request 
^  Lieutenant-Governor  to  forward  without  delay. 

1  beg  leave  to  inform  you  that  I  placed  them  in  his  Ex- 
^tUniiey's  hands  on  Saturday  evening,  as  he  was  preparing 
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for  hiB  journey  to  Kingston,  and  was  dirielid  by  ham  Bml* 
lency  to  acquaint  you  that  he  would  tnumnit  your  Mi 
rial,  with  its  enclosures,  to  the  Secretary  of  Stated  ai 
as  he  should  retium  to  the  Government  House. 

I  have,  fte. 
(Signed)        J.  Josbfh 
George  Ridout,  Esq.,  Toionta 


Reply  to  the  above  Case. 

No.  113. 
(COPT.)         Dawning^treet,  Aug.  29lA,  1835. 

Sir, 

I  have  received  your  despatch  of  the  10th  SeplHi^ 
ber.  No.  72,  enclosing  a  memorial  addressed  to  of- 
self,  by  Mr.  George  Ridout,  dated  on  the  12th  of  tk 
|)receding  month  of  August,  in  which  Mr.  Ridifft 
appeals  to  his  Majesty's  Government,  against  yooir 
removal  of  him  from  the  offices  of  Colonel  of  the 
Militia,  Judge  of  the  District  Court  of  Niagara,  vA 
Justice  of  the  Peace. 

In  deliberating  on  the  advice  which  it  became  nf 
duty  to  submit  to  the  King  on  this  occasion,  I  haf6 
thought  myself  obliged  to  exclude  from  my  consideiip 
tion,  every  ground  which  has  been  alleged  in  defiene« 
of  your  proceeding  against  M.  Ridout,  which  wasort 
assigned  by  yourself,  in  your  correspondence  with  tbt 
gentleman. 

In  general,  I  should  consider  it  unjust  to  suljeet 
any  man  to  humiliation  and  punishment,  for  reasoM 
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which  he  has  not  had  an  opportunity  of  controvert- 
11^;  but  in  Mr.  Ridout's  case,  there  are  peculiar 
motiyes  for  adhering  to  this  principle. 

In  his  letter  of  the  27th  July,  he  combatted  both 
by  argument,  and  by  evidence,  the  single  charge  pre- 
ferred in  your  private  secretary's  letter,  and  then  pro- 
ceeded as  follows : 

"  If,  however,  at  this  late  period,  your  Excellency 
has  any  other  reasons  than  those  given,  which  have 
been  hitherto  kept  back,  I  am  willing  to  allow  them 
every  weight ;  nor  shall  I  attempt,  when  informed  of 
tbeir  existence,  to  suppress  or  lessen  their  just  influ- 
ence with  his  Majesty's  Government,  in  the  statement 
which  I  am  about  to  forward." 

Thus,  distinctly  apprised,  that  Mr.  Ridout  proposed 
to  appeal  against  your  decision,  and  with  so  unequi- 
vocal a  demand  for  an  opportunity  of  repelling  every 
aecosation  which  you  might  design  to  bring  against 
him,  I  think  you  were  reduced  to  the  alternative, 
rither  of  disclosing  to  him  all  the  grounds  of  your 
proceeding,  or  of  leaving  the  appeal  to  be  decided  by 
his  Majesty,  upon  those  grounds  exclusively,  which 
yoa  had  so  disclosed. 

Adverting,  then,  to  the  only  charge  against  Mr. 
Bidout,  and  of  which  he  was  apprised  in  your  private 
Beeretary*s  letter  of  the  1st  of  July,  I  find  it  to  have 
heen,  that  he  was  an  active  member  of  a  society,  by 
which  a  very  objectionable  address  had  been  widely 
circulated. 
Mr.  Ridout  does  not  deny  either  that  the  address 
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was  indefensible,  or  that  it  had  been  widely  cireulatei 
or  that  it  had  originated  with  the  society  in  question. 
But  he  does,  in  the  most  positive  terms  deny,  that  ke  - 
was  a  member  of  that  society,  or  that  he  had  even 
seen  the  address,  until  it  met  his  eyes  in  a  printed 
form,  in  the  course  of  its  circulation  through  the  pro- 
vince, or  that  he  was  in  any  sense  responsible  for  it, 
either  as  author  or  publisher.  To  these  perempfaHj 
contradictions  of  the  facts  alleged  against  hhn,  ht 
adds,  that  he  attended  at  the  meeting  at  which  die 
society  in  question  was  established,  and  opposed  ib 
formation  on  the  principles  contained  in  the  resolutioBi 
brought  forward  by  its  author.  This  statement  ii 
corroborated  by  the  affidavit  of  Mr.  Stewart,  who 
states  himself  to  have  been  present  on  the  occasion. 

Such  is  the  state  of  the  question,  as  it  is  picsentdl 
to  me  by  your  despatch  and  its  enclosures.  I  hiie 
sought  in  vain  for  any  proof  that  Mr.  Ridout  was  t 
member  of  this  society,  or  that  he  in  any  manner  pa^ 
took  in  the  publication  of  the  objectionable  address. 
I  am  compelled,  therefore,  to  come  to  the  conclusiofli 
that  the  charge  is  not  only  unsupported  by  proof,  but 
that,  to  a  great  extent,  it  is  actually  disproved,  as  it  is 
in  every  point  directly  contradicted. 

But,  in  absence  of  evidence  as  to  the  fact,  you 
have  referred  me  to  the  legal  opinion  of  the  Solicito^ 
General  of  Upper  Canada,  who  states,  that  Mr. 
Ridout  most  decidedly  did  appear  to  be  an  active 
member  of  that  society. 

It  will,  of  course,  not  be  ascribed  to  any  want  of 
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respect  towards  Mr.  Hagerman,  if  I  observe,  I  do  not 
understand  why  any  legal  reference  is  necessary  in 
this  ease.  The  question  involves  no  legal  principle, 
but  relates  to  a  simple  matter  of  fact.  Mr.  Stewart, 
tluHigli  describing  himself  as  a  carpenter  is,  I  think, 
&r  more  entitled  to  speak  with  authority  on  this 
oecasion  than  the  Solicitor-General  of  the  province, 
because  the  former  possesses,  and  the  latter  does 
sot  possess,  a  personal  acquaintance  with  what  ac~ 
taally  occurred,  and,  because  Mr.  Stewart  was  pre- 
Mnt,  and  Mr.  Hagerman  was  absent  when  the  society 
was  formed,  and  when  Mr.  Ridout  is  said  to  have 
protested  against  its  formation. 

It  is  with  the  deepest  reluctance  that  I  overrule  a 
decision  publicly  adopted  by  you,  especially  in  a  case 
of  the  present  nature.  I  have,  on  every  occasion, 
ik  and,  as  I  trust,  have  evinced,  the  utmost  solici- 
tude to  afford  you  all  the  support  and  countenance  in 
s^  pGfwer  in  the  discharge  of  your  arduous  duties. 
Bot  it  is  superfluous  to  say,  that  every  consideration 
Bittst  yield  to  the  irresistible  claims  of  justice,  and  for 
Alt  leasons  which  I  have  mentioned,  I  find  it  impos- 
•ttUe  to  dispute  Mr.  Ridout's  pretensions  to  be  rein- 
stated in  his  various  offices.  I  have  accordingly,  to 
>CfBivey  to  you  his  Majesty*s  commands,  that  Mr. 
.fiidout  should  be  permitted  to  resume  the  various 
employments  from  which  he  had  been  removed.  I 
lefer  to  your  own  judgment  the  mode  of  proceeding 
to  carry  these  instructions  into  effect. 
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It  will  aflford  me  most  sincere  pleasure,  if  yoa 
shall  be  able  to  reconcile  the  prompt  and  complete  es* 
ecutioQ  of  them,  with  the  protection  of  your  own  an* 
thority  from  the  danger  to  which  I  am  well  aware  it 
may  be  exposed  by  the  measure  which  I  am  thoi 
compelled  to  adopt. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)         GlbN£LO. 
Sir  Francis  B.  Head,  K.  H.,  &c.  &c.  &c 


No.  13. 

fCoPY.) 

Toronto,  Upper  Canada, 

Oth  February,  1837. 

My  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  recdpt  of 
your  Lordship's  despatch,  No.  113,  which  only  sr» 
rived  here  on  the  6th  instant,  in  which^  referring  to 
my  having  removed  Mr.  George  Ridout  from  the 
offices  of  Judge  of  the  District  Court  of  Niagara* 
Colonel  of  Militia,  and  Justice  of  the  Peace,  your 
Lordship  states,  ''  It  is  with  the  deepest  reluctance 
that  I  overruled  a  decision  publicly  adopted  by  yoUi 
especially  in  a  case  of  the  present  nature  .  .  I  ^ 
have  therefore,  accordingly  to  convey  to  you  hii 
Majesty's  commands  that  Mr.  Ridout  should  be  per- 
mitted to  resume  the  various  employments  from  which 
he  has  been  removed." 

As  the  refutation  of  the  last  set  of  accusations 
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Dide  against  me,  namely,  those  made  by  Messrs. 
Htmie  and  Donoombe^  were  despatched  to  your  Lord- 
lUponly  two  days  ago,  (thus  completing  the  victory 
wUeh,  after  a  year  s  hard  fighting,  I  have  managed  to 
pin  over  the  opponents  of  the  British  constitution,)  it 
was  with  some  little  disappointment  and  surprise,  that 
I  received  from  his  Majesty's  Government  a  commu- 
Bieation  amounting  almost  to  a  dismissal,  not  in  the 
koieot  form  of  being  relieved,  but  by  being  publicly 
wdered  incompetent  to  retain  my  station. 

When  my  predecessor.  Sir  John  Colborne  was 
otdered  by  your  Lordship  to  lay  before  the  House  of 
Attembly  of  the  province  he  governed  your  Lord- 
lUp's  decided  disapprobation  of  his  conduct,  he  pre- 
fared  at  once  to  tender  his  resignation,  a  course 
ikieh  I  believe  almost  every  man  of  honour,  who  has 
€ivbeen  placed  in  similar  circumstances,  has  deemed 
it  ioannbent  upon  him  immediately  to  adopt. 

I  feel  however  so  confident  that  I  can  succeed  in 
iiiiigiDg  conviction  to  your  Lordship's  mind  that  I 
m  as  innocent  of  having  acted  unjustly  towards  Mr. 
iKdout,  as  I  have  been  proved  to  be  innocent  of  the 
Mioiis  allegations  brought  against  me  by  Messrs. 
Hume,  Dunoombe,  Baldwin,  Bidwell,  Rolph,  &c. 
ttat  I  have  determined  to  submit  to  the  consideration 
tf  ins  Majesty's  Government  the  following  state- 
wots  and  observations. 

It  18  perfectly  true  that  in  the  month  of  July  last 
[  dismissed  Mr.  Ridout  from  the  situations  of  Judge 
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of  the  District  Coui*t  of  Niagara,  Colonel  of  the  Mi- 
litia, and  Justice  of  the  Peace,  alleging  to  him,  at  the 
grounds  of  my  doing  so,  that  he  Mr.  Ridout  afpeani 
to  be  an  active  member  of  a  society  which  had  widdy 
circulated  a  printed  Address  signed  by  Dr.  Raldwii, 
Judge  of  the  Surrogate,  of  which  the  following  h  aa 
extract : 

**  It  is  our  duty  solemnly  to  assure  you  that  the  con- 
duct of  Sir  F.  B.  Head  has  been  alike  a  disregard  of 
Constitutional  Government,  and  of  candour  aii 
truth  in  his  statements  to  you." 

It  is  also  true  that  Mr.  Ridout  declares  he  ''luri 

1  I 

nothing  to  do  with  drawing  up  the  Address  alldhqi 
to — that  he  had  never  seen  it,  until  it  met  his  eyes  n 
a  printed  form — ^that  he  was  not  a  meoiber  of  tb 
Society  from  which  it  had  proceeded — bxA  that  at  tfw 
meeting  at  which  the  Society  in  question  was  eilt- 
blished,  he  opposed  its  foundation  on  the  principle 
contained  in  the  resolutions  brought  forward  by  iti 
author  (which  latter  statement,  I  admit,  is  corrobo- 
rated by  the  affidavit  of  Mr.  Stewart,  a  carpenter,  who 
declarer?  he  was  present  on  the  occasion)." 

If  your  Lordship  will  be  so  good  as  to  refer  to  tfce 
letter  from  my  Secretary  to  Mr.  Ridout,  you  wiB 
perceive  that  it  was  not  stated  by  me  that  Mr.  Ridoit 
had  drawn  up  the  Address  alluded  to,  or  that  he  hi'  ^ 
ever  seen  it  till  it  met  his  eye  in  a  printed  form,  * 
that  he  was  a  member  of  a  Society  from  which  it  pro- 
ceeded.    All  tliat  was  declared  wiis,  tliat  the  paptf 
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•*ltod  been  published  by  a  Society"  of  which  Mr. 
Riddat,  lottg  after  it  had  been  placarded  all  over  the 
pMmnoe,  continued  to  **  appear  to  be  an  active 
wtember.** 

I  need  hardly  obderve  to  your  Lordship,  that 
Mr.  Ridout,  as  a  Judge  of  the  District  Court,  musi 
hsTe  known  perfectly  well  that  many  a  man  has  been 
iMDged  as  an  accomplice  in  a  murder,  who  never  saw 
it  committed ;  and  that  when  a  Society  of  avowed 
lepubliean  principles  has  placarded  and  published 
in  the  newspapers  a  gross  and  wilful  insult  upon  the 
King's  representative,  any  officer  in  the  service  of  his 
Majesty's  Government  might  even  legally  be  con- 
fldered  an  accomplice  by  constantly  attending  the 
sttd  meeting,  most  especially  if,  like  Mr.  Judge  Ri- 
doot,  he  was  heard  to  utter  the  most  inflammatory 
speeches ;  but  the  following  instructions  to  me  from 
your  Lordship  on  this  subject  admit  of  no  misin- 
terpretation. 

'*  I  further  unreservedly  acknowledge  that  the 
prineiple  of  effective  responsibility  should  pervade 
every  department  of  your  Government,  and  for  this 
reason,  if  for  no  other^  I  should  hold  that  every  public 
eScer  shonM  depend  on  his  Majesty's  pleasure  for  the 
ln«re  of  his  office.  If  the  head  of  any  department 
^uld  place  himself  in  decided  opposition  o  your 
policy,  whether  that  apposition  be  avowed  or  latent^ 
it  will  be  his  duty  to  resign  his  office  into  your  hands  ; 
tflileBS  this  course  \)e  pursued,  it  would  be  impos^itile 
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to  rescue  the  head  of  the  Grovernment  from  the  impo^ 
tation  of  insincerity,  or  to  conduct  the  administratioB 
ci  public  affairs  with  the  necessary  firmness  and  ds* 
tuton. 

I  most  respectfully  submit  to  your  Lordship  whe- 
ther his  Majesty's  Goiremment,  after  giving  me  the 
above  instructions  to  act  with  firmness  and  deosioBf 
is  justified  in  suddenly  turning  upon  me  for  haviBg 
obediently  carried  them  into  effect  ? 

I  most  respectfully  ask,  whether,  in  framing  tk 
above  instructions,  it  ever  occurred  to  your  JLordsUpi 
for  a  moment,  to  conceive  that  I  could  possibly  meet 
with  such  an  extreme  case  of ''  opposition,  avowedof 
latent,"  as  that  of  two  judges,  who,  above  all  people 
ought  to  be  immaculate  from  political  sin,  openly  at* 
tending  a  republican  society,  which  at  every  meeting 
grossly  and  publicly  insulted  the  King's  represenli* 
tive ;  the  one  judge  actually  affixing  his  name  ai 
chairman  to  a  most  infamous  placard  ;  the  other  con- 
stantly haranguing  the  people 

Supposing,  instead  of  being  members  of  the  Ju- 
dicial Bench,  the  especial  duty  of  whom,  by  exam|de 
as  well  as  by  precept,  is,  to  maintain  the  King's  sa- 
tliority,  they  had  been  officers  of  the  army  or  nafjr, 
Would  any  quibble  or  subterfuge  whatever  be  aui* 
cient  to  screen  them  from  dismissal  ? 

Mr.  Judge  Ridout's  legal  talents  are  sufficiently 
demonstrated  by  the  craftiness  of  his  defence  and  evi- 
dence, which  insidiously  attempt  to  prove  "  that  hfi 


246 

had  attended  at  the  meeting  at  which  the  society  in 
vacation  was  established  >  and  opposed  its  Jbrmation 
OQ  the  principles  contained  in  the  resolutions  brought 
fixward  by  its  author."  He  conceals,  however,  from 
y^v  liordship  the  following  important  explanation. 

Until  Mr.  Bidwell  delivered  to  the  House  of  As- 
sembly Mr.  Papineau*s  letter,  openly  proposing  to 
the  Nmth  American  (Colonies  to  unite  together  for  a 
renJutionary  purpose,  the  society  in  question  was 
known  by  the  name  of  the  ''  Alliance  Society." 

On  my  dissolving  the  House  of  Assembly,  the  Con- 
stitutionalists formed  a  ''  Constitutional  Society,"  for 
ihe  express  purpose  of  opposing  the  unholy  doctrines 
of  this  **  Alliance  Society,"  some  of  the  members  of 
vrhieh,  finding  that  it  required  a  veil,  proposed  to 
dutnge  its  name  from  the  "  Alliance"  to  the  ''  Con- 
stitutional Reform  Society."     The  most  reckless  and 
▼iolent  of  the  party  opposed  this  change,  preferring 
what  is  vulgarly  termed  here  ''  to  go  the  whole  hog." 
Of  this  number  was  Mr.  Ridout,  who  truly  enough 
infonned  your  Lordship  *'  that  he  opposed  the  forma- 
tiim  of  the  society  in  question.'' 

Having  given  this  short  elucidation  of  the  letter  of 
difimissal  which  my  secretary  addressed  to  Mr.  Ridout^ 
as  also  of  his  reply,  I  respectfully  proceed  to  your 
lnHrdship's  observations  thereon. 

Your  Lordship  states,  •*  In  deliberating  on  the  ad- 
vice which  it  became  my  duty  to  submit  to  the  King 
oD  this  occasion,  I  have  thought  myself  obliged  to 
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radttde  from  my  oonsideratkMi  €^rf  gniuod  wUil 
has  been  alleged  in  defeoee  d  your  proweiHii 
againrt  Mr.  Ridout^  vhidb  is  aofc  nmigintd  by  pm^ 
self  in  your  correspondence  with  tkat  geptkmaii.'*- 

"  But,  in  the  absence  pf  evidcDo^  as  to  tiie  fret,  jw 
have  referred  me  to  the  legal  opinioii  «f  the  fipGdlBr* 
General  of  Upper  Canadat  who  states,  that  Mr.  Udsst 
wioH  deekkdlif  did  appear  to  be  an  actira  m^atHsHi 
the  said  sodbsty.    It  will  of  oovme  mt  be  sMriM  to 
any  want  <^  respect  towards  Mx.  Vkg^rmvBi^  ff  lekr 
serve  that  I  do  not  understand  why  any  legs!  lefinMH 
is  necessary  in  this  case."    The  question  invelvssVi 
legal  principles*  but  relates  to  a  simple  matter  of  AA 
Mr.  Stewart,  though  ded(MibiQg  himself  aa  i 
ter,  is,  I  think,  >2ir  mar$  mdiM  U  9peak  ^hM 
ritjf  an  this  aceaiim  than  ike  SafieUer^jhneni  iff 
the  premnee. 

I  cannot  but  believe  that,  on  reflection,  it  will  be 
evident  to  your  Lordship  that,  if  the  solemn,  ddiihs* 
rate  judgments  of  the  King's  representative  in  aBrf* 
tish  o<dony,  without  any  opportunity  being  affindsd  Is 
him  for  explanation,  be  suddenly  overruled  by  hk 
Majesty's  Government,  on  the  mere  denial  iif  the  is- 
dividual  sentenced  to  punishment,  supported  oolf  hjfs  j 
witness  of  unknown  character, — ^if  going  etill  furthab 
it  be  decreed  that  the  Governor's  <^&cial  asfllr 
natory  despatches  on  the  subfect  are  to  be  treated  by 
his  Majesty's  Government,  to  whom  they  we  ct- 
spectfuliy  addressed,  as  mere  hearsay  evidence,  which 
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pipt  qot  jtt&ct  th»  muerits  of  th^  pa,8e, — ^if  the  delibie- 
QltH  jwlicMi'  Ppinipo  given  by  liis  A^ajesty's  Attorney 
^pp^  SolU^r)  Gejgieral  to  ti^  Kix^g's  representative, 
^  4e(4areid  to  possess  no  wojie  w^eight  in  the  mind  of 
bis  Majesty^s  GoyeruinaDt  )thw  jbh^  evidence  of  a  com- 
Vfmk  ^p^pen^,  I  state,  w^jth  def^reoce^  tl^  the  dig- 
Mt3r>  .hpopi,ir,  i^nd  authority  of  the  Governor  i|re  vir- 
Jmily  ea^tincjt. 

I  f|p9p€iO|/uUy  submit,  that>  m  up  department  of  th/s 
ilate,  not  even  in  your  J^ordship's  own  office,  has  it 
4lir  b^m  deeiu^  necessiary,  or  even  advisable,  ithat 
Mfy  rea^cm  (ofr  >vhich  ao  individual  is  tp  be  reliev^ed 
Jfinn/offi^  miist  be  stated  jbp  him* 
:  M  Wfty  k^  ^^ifi^68afy  to  r^mov^  a  public  servant  &ir 
HKoy  ^re^ons,  lyljdch  ^|b  m^y  not  be  desirable  to  e^- 
fiaiu  to  him.  But,  in  maintaining  the  dignity  of  tiie 
station  of  Lieutenant-Governor  of  this  province,  I 
ID^  by  your  Lordship's  own  instructions,  especially 
ibK4ved  from  any  such  necesdty ;  for  it  is  distinctly 
lilted^  ''  It  is  the  xljuly  of  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of 
tapper  Canada  to  vindicate  to  the  King  and  to  Par- 
iilQient  ^very  act  of  his  administration/' 

**  To  liifi  Majesty  and  to  Parliament  the  Governor 
if  Upper  Canada  is  at  all  times  fully  responsible  for 
hk  official  acts ;"  and  yet,  when  I  proceed  to  do  so, 
III  Majesty's  Government  cast  my  official  vindication 
Mde,  and  pass  a  severe  judgment  upon  me,  with  the 
fcllowing  preamble: — ** In  deliberating  on  the  advice 
which  it  became  my  duty  to  submit  to  the  King  on  this 
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occasion,  I  have  thought  myself  obliged  to  exdude 
from  my  consideration  every  ground  which  has  been 
alleged  in  defence  of  your  proceedings  against  Mr  Ri- 
dout,  which  was  not  assigned  by  yourse^  tM  jfMr 
correspondence  with  that  gentleman  ** 

The  following  circumstances  officially  detailed  lo 
your  Lordship  in  my  despatches,  Nos.  72»  62,  and 
57,  must  have  been  accordingly  '^  excluded  firan 
your  consideration,  in  judging  of  the  propriety  of 
Mr.  Judge  Ridout's  dismissal/' 

1.  ''  That  on  the  27th  March,  Mr.  Ridout,  heai- 
ing  the  deputation,  read  that  Address  to  me  bm 
a  Public  Meeting  held  at  the  City  Hall,  by  Dr. 
O'Grady,  (the  Editor  of  the  Correspondent  and  Air 
vacate^  and  others,  which  I  forwarded  to  your  Lord- 
ship on  the  6th  April.* 

*  To  this  insolent  Address  I  returned  a  ealm  answer,  to  whielK 
confrar}'  to  all  precedent,  I  received  a  communication,  termed  "a 
rejoinder,"  of  which  the  following  is  an  extract: — 

"We  cannot  altogether  agree  with  your  Excellency,  that  'the  oily 
consolation  which  should  support  an  honest  man  in  an  arduous  duly 
is  the  reflection  that  he  is  ready  to  atone  for  every  error  he  comB^ 
and  that  he  is  subject  to  arraignment  if  he  offend.'  The  highwajf^m 
and  the  pirate  might,  and  often  have,  pleaded  the  t€tme^-haon9^ 
been  ready  to  make  atonement,  by  restitution,  and  qfter  ^anmp' 
ment,  expiated  their  crimes  according  to  law*' 

I  ask  whether,  when  such  language  as  the  above  had  been  td* 
dressed  to  the  King*s  Representative,  it  was  not  the  bounden  doty 
of  his  station  to  dismiss  from  his  Majesty's  service  him  who  bid 
headed  and  read  the  original  Address?  Is  it  not  incomprebeosibl^ 
that  his  Majesty's  Government  should,  at  such  a  time,  have  join** 
with  such  a  man  against  me? 
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2.  **  That  shortly  afterwards,  Mr.  Judge  Ridout 
made  a  declaration  which  became  the  subject  of  gene- 
Hkl  ebnversation,  that  in  the  event  of  his  being  dis- 
onased  by  me  from  office,  I  should  deserve  to  be 
tarred  and  feathered,  and  that  he  (Mr.  Judge 
Ridout)  would  lend  a  hand  to  do  so. 

3.  "That  in  one  of  the  Public  Offices,  he  (Mr. 
Ridout)  declared  that  we  must  or  should  now  have 
war  to  the  knife. 

4.  "  That  from  a  benevolent  desire  to  reclaim  Mr. 
ftdout  from  radical  principles,  the  situations  he 
kid  were  successively  heaped  upon  him  by  Sir  P. 
Hudand,  and  by  Sir  John  Colborne ;  but  the  more 
U  was  favoured,  the  more  violent  he  became. 

5.  •*  That  shortly  after  my  arrival  here,  I  myself 
took  a  great  deal  of  trouble  to  endeavour  to  reclaim 
Mr.  George  Ridout,  and  kindly  to  persuade  him  of 
liis  errors,  but  in  vain." 

6.  In  my  despatch  to  your  Lordship,  No.  57,  I 
stated^ "  I  will  therefore  merely  assure  your  Lord- 
i&p,  that  in  the  elections,  as  well  as  in  the  prompt 
femissal  of  a  few  of  the  ringleaders  of  the  Repub- 
Heaiis,  I  have  acted  cautiously  and  conscientiously." 
'•  7.  That  Mr.  Judge  Ridout,  in  a  letter  dated  27th 
July,  which  he  addressed  to  me  as  the  Lieutenant 
Oovernor  of  this  Province,  declared  that  the  reasons 
*»igned  by  me  "  are  altogether  untrue;^'  that  I 
kave  turned  him  out  of  office  "  under  false  pre^ 

I    ^^ce^ ;'  that, "  clothed  with  a  little  brief  authority," 
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{  am  ''  exemsing  my  povrw  in  ^  viplfoltf  rackfaw 
maimer/'  ApPp 

.  if  the  foregoing  extowts  frwn  puUi«  ifapttchw 
all  dkectly  bearmg  upon  Hm^  wbj^Qt  in  qiwvliom.jlf 
disUberateljr  ex^udfd  from  your  {4vdahrp'»  «oom1w^ 
ati(Hi,  I  cannot  but  most  rappectfuUy  repMl^  I  W»M 
a  loss  to  understand  vhy>  in  yopr  Lpidahip*s  uslra0^ 
tiwi  to  me,  after  distinctly  ^tatipg,  that  wiM*  Iki 
power  to  dismiss  from  office  any  pempn  wh^  wi^ 
opwly  or  latentfy  opposi^  my  poUcy ;  **  it  irouU  k 
impowble  to  cpoduct  the  Adrnwistr^tiiw  ef  pNfcKp 
affairs  with  tbe  necessary  firmxiMS  and  daffiWQft**.ift 
isadded,  '* that  it  is  the  dm^  of  th»  f afwtftnmt Qit 
vernor  of  Upper  Canada  tP  ymdMsate  tp  Ike  JKnH 
wd  to  Parliament,  ^very  a^st  of  Ilia  «dmim4nAM|(iT 
for«  bow  can  I  possibly  vindinKte  voy  dirniMwlli  M 
by  despatches  which  I  hiitvs9  the  lugb  privik^P  wi 
honour  of  addressing  to  your  Lordsjiip. 

I  had  eertainly  conceived,  that  M  ]Qng  as  I  yn 
deemed  worthy  of  the  confidt^nce  wpoaed  in  nHB»  W" 
dependent  of  the  production  pf  £|i^  (bui4  a#g|miwlh 
the  mere  expression  of  my  opinion  of  the  fiMi^ 
necessity  of  the  dismissal  from  pfl^oe  of  Any  pwiM^ 
who,  from  my  local  knowj^ge^  I  deemed  boftil^  to 
the  British  Constitution^  would  bave  carrij^d  witk  i 
infinitely  more  weight  t^an  the  individual^  deiwlif 
his  own  guilt. 

The  dangjerous  duty  imposed  upon  me,  of  seM^ 
iug  for  office  those  who  are  most  fit  for  it,  and  of 
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Usmbsing  tbose  who  are  imtit,  requires  the  coolest 
liberation  and  judgment :  my  very  appointment  to 
lite  italioo  I  hold  presupposes  my  competence  to  the 
mk ;  and  it  will  now  be  my  endeavour  respectfully 
i>  demonstrate  to  your  Lordship  that,  as  regards 
(be  disuiigsal  of  Mr.  Ridout,  I  have  discharged  this 
iuty  conscientiously  and  correctly. 

Your  Iioixlship  must  be  aware  that  I  succeeded 
m  defeating  the  Republican  party  in  this  province, 
by  cafanly  appealing  to  the  judgment  and  good  sense 
4  the  people.  It  was  not,  therefore,  very  likely  that, 
irheft  the  victory  was  established,  I  should  suddenly 
liMe  tlie  equanimity  by  which  I  had  gained  it.  But, 
baetiiae  I  had  defeated  the  political  machinations  of 
Hijr  opponents,  I  was  in  all  directions  assailed  by 
linguage,  which  gradually  increased  in  viruleneei 
Wtil  it  became  evident  to  me,  that  for  the  dignity, 
and  even  maintenance,  of  the  King's  authority,  it 
absolutely  necessary  I  should  check  it. 

Inasmuch,  however,  as  the  danger  of  doing  so 
appai^nt,  I  deeply  reflected  on  the  course  which 
%  would  be  moi^  prudent  for  me  to  adopt. 

The  press — the  shameless  and  traitorous  language 
of  which  it  would  be  impossible  to  describe — I  de- 
tennined  to  let  Alone ;  I  also  resolved  not  to  notice 
ifidavits  and  other  evidence  which  I  received,  con* 
peming  individuals  of  low  station,  who,  although 
Jtolding  commissions  in  the  militia,  publicly  declared, 
**  That  the  Lieutenant  Governor  vfas  the  d est 
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Har  and  d est  rascal  in  the  province.**     I  coih 

sidered  these  persons  as  not  worthy  to  be  made  ezr 
amples  of;  but  the  two  individuals  whom  I  event- 
ually determined  to  select  for  punishment  were  Mr. 
Ridout  and  Dr.  Baldwin,  because  I  considered  that^ 
as  Judges  of  the  land^  they  had  no  excuse  whatever 
for  the  offensive  conduct  they  had  been  pursuing. 

Instead,  however,  of  at  once  following  my  ami 
judgment,  which,  on  the  subject  in  questi<Hi,  I  new 
once  mistrusted  for  a  moment,  my  first  course  was  to 
seek  the  advice  of  my  Council,  who,  with  the  AmA 
existing  before  their  eyes,  deliberately  and  QDanip 
mously  approved  of  the  dismissal  of  Dr.  Baldwio 
and  Mr.  Ridout.  Not  satisfied  with  their  eoncio^ 
rence,  I  deemed  it  necessary  to  consult  his  Majes^'a 
Attorney-General  on  the  whole  subject,  and  espe- 
cially whether  I  should  be  authorised  in  declariogi 
that  Mr.  Ridout  **  appeared  to  be  an  active  member*' 
of  the  Association,  at  which  he  had  been,  and  still 
was,  a  constant  attendant. 

The  Attorney- General  made  every  due  inquiiy, 
the  result  of  which  was,  a  deliberate  confirmatioD  of 
my  views  on  the  subject. 

I  accordingly  publicly  dismissed  Mr.  Ridout  and 
Dr.  Baldwin  from  the  offices  which  they  respectively 
held  under  his  Majesty's  Government,  and  thougk 
like  Dr.  Duncombe,  Mr.  Bidwell,  Dr.  Rolph,  &c* 
Mr.  Judge  Ridout  has  framed  a  remonstrance  to  his 
Majesty's  Government,   yet  in   this  country  neither 
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lie  nor  Dr.  Baldwin  presumed  to  get  up  even  a 
petition  to  tlie  House  of  Assembly  on  the  subject. 

The  people  of  any  British  colony  are  always  ready 
aiough  to  espouse  the  cause  of  an  injured  man ;  and, 
rMting  to  inflammatory  speeclies,  &c.,  an  attempt 
fBS  made  to  stamp  the  disapprobation  of  this  Capital 
ipon  my  conduct,  by  returning  Dr.  Baldwin,  Mr. 
Ridout,  and  Mr.  Small,  (whom  I  had  also  dismissed) 
18  Aldermen  for  the  city.  Your  Lordship  knows 
the  result,  which  has  only  just  taken  place,  namely, 
thai  in  spite  of  Dr.  Baldwin's  wealth,  in  spite  of 
Mr,  Ridout's  efforts — ^in  shorty  in  spite  of  everything, 
they  completely  failed  in  their  object ;  and,  though 
^y  hesve  sought  the  crown  of  martyrdom  in  Eng- 
land, they  failed  in  being  dubbed  even  Aldermen  in 
Toronto! 

If  I  have  unjustly  treated  them,  it  cannot  be  a 
secret  to  the  House  of  Assembly ;  but  the  opinion 
which  that  branch  of  the  Legislature  has  just  for- 
warded to  your  Lordship,  as  well  as  to  both  Houses 
of  the  Imperial  Parliament,  states, 

"Few  Governors  of  a  colony  were  ever  placed 
in  circumstances  of  greater  difficulty  than  those 
winch  assailed  Sir  Francis  Head  within  three  months 
tf  his  assuming  the  Government  of  the  province; 
vid  it  is,  perhaps,  not  too  much  to  say,  that  no  man 
could  have  met  those  difficulties  (ungenerously  and 
treasonably  thrown  in  his  way)  with  more  temper, 
finnness,  and  judgment,  than  he  did." 
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Not  satisfied  with  tliese  concurrent  verdicts  in  my 
favour,  on  receiving  your  Lorship's  despatch,  ordering 
Mr.  Ridout  to  be  restored  to  his  offices^  I  again  as- 
sembled my  Council,  who,  without  having  been  made 
acquainted  with  your  Lordship's  decision,  forwarded, 
to  me  this  morning  the  following  minute  of  thdr 
opinions. 

(cx)PT.)  In  Council,  9th  Feb.  1837. 

His  Excellency  the  Lieutenant-Governor  was  pleaKd 
this  day  to  come  down  to  the  Council,  and  to  inferm  them 
that  the  case  of  Mr.  Greorge  Ridout,  late  Colonel  of  IfOi- 
tia,  and  Judge  of  the  Niagara  District  Court,  had  hem 
referred  to  his  Excellency  by  his  Majesty^s  Grovemment,  €■ 
an  application  to  his  Majesty  by  Mr.  Ridout,  praying  br 
redress. 

His  Excellency,  referring  to  the  circumstances  uDdor 
which  Mr.  Ridout's  removal  took  place,  and  to  the  fact 
that,  at  the  time  the  advice  of  the  members  of  the  Council, 
as  to  the  question  whether  there  was  anything  in  Mr. 
Ridout 's  statements,  and  whether  any  circumstances  hare 
transpired  in  the  knowledge  of  the  Council,  since  Mr. 
Ridout's  removal,  which,  in  their  opinion,  ought  to  induce 
his  Excellency  to  make  a  report  to  his  Majesty's  Govpm- 
ment,  or  to  come  to  any  determination  respecting  his  case, 
more  favourable  to  Mr.  Ridout  than  those  already  made, 
and  resolved  upon ; 

Tlie  members  of  the  Council  in  office  at  the  time  of  Mr. 
Ridout's  removal  feel  bound  to  say,  that  to  their  knowledge 
the  conclusion  to  remove  him  from  office  was  not  arrived  at 
without  much  deliberation,  and  even  reluctance,  on  the  pwft 
of  his  Excellency. 
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Under  the  eonvietion  that,  if  oflh^ers  in  the  employment 
rf  his  Majesty  were  to  be  permitted  to  express  them- 
taifies  without  measure  or  discretion  as  to  the  conduct  of 
his  Majesty's  representative,  and  to  join  with  others  in 
emteovouring  to  destroy  the  respect  and  confidence,  on  the 
pitt  of  the  people^  which  are  so  necessary  to  the  well-being 
«f  iUiy  government,  it  would  be  almost  impossible  that  the 
tklfcin  of  the  colony  eould  be  conducted,  for  any  length  of 
time,  successfully. — 

The  noeikibers  of  the  Council  then  in  office  performed 
what  they  felt  to  be  a  disagreeable  and  painful  duty,  in 
reeoAunending  to  his  £!xcellency  the  dismissal  of  Mr. 
niddirt. 

The  Cbanefl  tire  ttolit  unanimously  of  opinion  that  the 
power  vested  in  His  Excellency,  of  removing  any  officer 
boldiiig  a  situation  during  pleasure,  when  his  remaining  in 
•See  is  considered  injurious  to  His  Majesty^s  Government, 
I  and  to  the  tranquillity  and  peace  of  the  country,  was  in  this 
!  instaooe  exercised  judiciously,  and  when  it  scarcely  could  be 
avoided  without  bringing  the  Government  into  contempt. 
If  Mr.  Ridout  disapproved  of  the  measures  adopted  by  the 
Lieiitenanf-Govemor,  he  was  not  called  upon  to  support 
thwn,  or  eveti  to  refrain  from  opposition,  or  daim  of 
^ress,  preserving  the  decorum  and  decency  of  language 
wUeh  must,  nnder  any  circumstances,  be  considered  as  due 
to  the  representative  of  the  King. 

When,  however,  a  gentleman  holding  an  official  situa- 
tion departs  from  the  rules  which  are  dictated  by  the 
DKttt  ordinary  considerations  of  propriety,  and  sets  an  ex- 
ample to  others  of  disrespect  and  insubordination,  which  the 
finorant  and  evil-disposed  are  but  too  apt  to  follow,  the 
Council  cannot  but  feel  that  it  is  no  less  due  to  the  dignity 
of  the  Crown  than  to  the  feelings  of  those  who  desire  that 
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the  Government  ander  which  they  live  should  be  respected, 
that  the  offending  individual  should  be  removed  from  s 
place  in  which  his  example  is  calculated  to  be  so  peculiariy 
injurious. 

The  Council,  therefore,  feeling  the  greatest  regret  that 
Mr.  Ridout's  conduct  should  have  rendered  such  a  ocmne 
advisable,  cannot  at  present  recommend  his  Excellency  to 
advise  His  Majesty  to  restore  Mr.  Ridout  to  the  offices  from 
which  he  has  been  removed. 

(Signed)  R  B.  Sullivan,  P.  C 

And  now>  my  Lord,  I  beg  to  show  who  these  gen- 
tlemen of  my  Council  are  who  originally  concurred, 
and  who  still  concur  with  me,  in  the  propriety  of  the 
dismissal  of  Dr.  Baldwin  and  Mr.  Ridout. 

1.  The  first  on  the  list  is  the  Hon.  R.  B.  Sullivan, 
Dr.  Baldwin's  own  nephew,  whose  sister  was  manied 
to  Mr.  Ridout*8  own  brother. 

2.  The  Hon.  Captain  Baldwin,  of  the  Royal  Navy, 
actually  the  brother  as  well  as  the  friend  of  Dr. 
Baldwin,  whom  I  dismissed  !  Captain  Baldwin  also 
for  many  years  has  been  the  intimate  friend  of  Mr. 
Ridout. 

3.  The  Hon.  William  Allan,  for  many  years  Pre- 
sident of  the  Bank  of  Upper  Canada,  a  man  whoec 
character  for  probity  would  be  admired  in  any  country 
in  the  world. 

4.  The  Hon.  John  Elmsley,  an  officer  in  His  Ma- 
jesty's Navy,  a  person  of  considerable  property,  and 
perhaps  the  most  ultra-reformer  in  the  Legislativ-e 
Council. 
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A.  The  Hon.  W.  H.  Draper,  who  has  lately  joined 
the  Executive  Council,  and  who  is  member  or  repre- 
Kntative  for  this  metropolis,  where  every  fact  con- 
cerning Mr.  Ridout's  dismissal  is  of  course  known 
and  at  hand. 

I  have  now  submitted  to  your  Lordship  the  leading 
leaaoos  for  which  I  deemed  it  necessary  to  dismiss 
Mr.  Ridout  from  the  offices  he  lield  under  His  Ma- 
jesty's Government;  and  I  have  only  to  add,  that 
had  I  not  done  so,  I  have  reason  to  know  the  principal 
members  of  the  Bar  would  have  declined  to  appear 
in  the  Court  of  Niagara,  on  account  of  the  reprehen- 
nble  political  conduct  of  Mr.  Judge  Ridout. 

With  respect  to  the  order  which  I  have  received 
frtmi  your  Lordship  to  restore  this  gentlemen  to  the 
offices  from  which  he  has  been  removed,  I  have  only 
tD  state  that,  if  such  should  continue  to  be  His  Ma- 
jesty's desire,  I  will  obey  the  command  :  it  is  not  my 
intention  petulantly  to  tender  my  resignation  because 
my  judgments  have  been  overruled ;  at  the  same 
time,  I  feel  perfectly  confident  that,  the  moment  Mr. 
Ridaiit*s  authority  is  restored  to  him,  I  shall  be  de- 
prived of  my  own,  as  well  as  of  all  power  or  possi*^ 
hflity  of  carrying  on  the  government  of  tiiis  province* 

As  1  expect  every  hour  to  hear  of  the  arrival  of  my 
fiuBily  at  New  York,  they  having  sailed  from  EIngland 
oo  the  10th  of  January,  I  can  have  no  desire  they 
Aoold  so  immediately  recross  the  Atlantic  ;  but  I  am 
■ot  makajned  to  say  that  I  have  not  courage  to  lace 

s 


268 

the  difficulties  which  irom  all  sideft  would  aiaail  mt 
the  moment  it  became  known  that  His  Mi^es^ 
Government  had  openly  declared  itself  opposed  to  asm 
of  the  most  prominent  meaisures  of  my  admioistnliaii 
of  this  government. 

I  have^  &c. 

(Signed)  F.  B.HsAa 

The  following  despatch  is  a  sample  of  the  abfe 
style  of  special  pleading  exercised  by  the  Colonial 
Office  towards  Colonial  Governors.  Instead  <4 
in  a  moment  of  mutiny,  supporting  me  in  my  sta- 
tion, and  of  giving  proper  weight  to  my  opinions^  I 
submit  that  her  Majesty's  Government  treated  me 
and  Mr.  Ridout  just  as  a  police  magistrate  would 
deal  with  the  case  of  two  unknown  persons,  brou|^ 
before  him  for  having  been  found  quarrelling  in  tbe 
street. 

Downing'Street  5th  Aprils  1837. 
Sir, 

I  have  received  your  despatches  of  the  6th  of  Feb- 
ruary last,  No.  13,  on  the  case  of  Mr.  Ridout  la 
order  to  explain  clearly  the  view  which  1  have  takeo 
of  this  subject,  I  must  begin  with  a  short  retrospect 
of  what  has  hitherto  occurred,  although  it  will  pe^ 
haps  involve  me  in  the  repetition  of  some  statemeoii 
already  addressed  to  you. 

Mr.  Ridout's  dismission  from  his  office  was  com* 
municated  to  him  on  the  ISth  of  July  last,  in  letten 
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written  to  bim  by  your  Secretary «  and  by  the  Adju- 
tuit*6eneral  of  Militia.  In  your  Secretary's  letter 
this  measure  was  attributed  to  the  circumstance  that 
Mr.  Ridout  appeared  to  be  a  member  of  the  Constitu- 
tional Reform  Society  of  Upper  Canada,  by  and  on 
behalf  of  which  had  been  circulated  the  printed  ad- 
dress to  which  reference  was  'then  made.  The  Ad- 
jutant-General's letter  stated  that  Mr.  Ridoul  was 
deprived  of  his  Commission  in  the  militia  for  the  rea- 
sons mentioned  in  your  Secretary's  letter. 

On  the  14th  of  July,  Mr.  Ridout  transmitted  to 
your  Secretary  an  answer,  denying  that  he  was  a 
inember  of  the  society  in  question,  or  that  he  had  ever 
seen  their  address  until  it  was  in  circulation  in  print 
through  the  city  of  Toronto.  His  answer  to  the  Ad- 
jutant-General suggested  that  the  real  cause  of  his 
dismission  was  a  vote  which  he  had  given  at  the  ge- 
ueral  election.  The  Adjutant-General  replied  by 
contradicting  the  truth  of  this  surmise. 

On  the  22nd  of  July  Mr.  Ridout  announced  to  you 
lus  intention  to  bring  his  case  under  the  notice  of  his 
Majesty's  Government,  and  made  an  application  to 
lie  furnished  with  an  explanation  of  any  other  reasons 
kf  your  conduct  which  might  have  been  kept  back. 

No  notice  having  been  taken  of  this  letter,  he 
IliAced  in  your  hands,  for  transmission  to  this  country, 
his  petition  of  the  1 2th  of  August,  in  which  he  offered 
to  prove  that  he  had  refused  to  connect  himself  with 
the  Constitutional  Reform  Society,  because  he  disap- 
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proved  of  its  constitution.  He  attached  to  that  Ao^ 
cnment  the  affidavit  of  Alexander  Stewart,  in  whid? 
the  deponent  confirmed  Mr.  Ridout's  statement,  -al^ 
le^ng  that  he  was  present  at  the  formation  of  flie 
society,  and  heard  Mr.  Ridout  oppose  that  measure. 

In  your  despatch  of  the  12th  of  September,  yoor 
enclose  the  preceding  'correspondence,  and  imputed 
to  Mr.  Ridout  various  acts  of  misconduct,  to  which 
that  correspondence  contained  no  allusion. 

In  my  despatch  of  the  29th  of  November,  I  atateif 
that  I  had  thought  myself  obliged  to  exclude  from 
my  consideration  every  ground  alleged  in  defence  of 
your  proceeding  against  Mr.  Ridout,  which  had  not 
been  assigned  by  yourself  in  your  correspondenCB 
with  that  gentleman.     For  this  decision  I  gave  throb 
distinct  reasons.    They  were,  first,  that  it  aeemed  t» 
me  unjust  to  subject  any  man  to  nuiniiiation  and 
punishment,  for  reasons  which  he  has  not  had  ah  op- 
portunity of  controverting  ;  secondly,  that  Mr.  Ridout 
had  combated,  both  by  argument  and  by  evidenoei 
the  single  charge  preferred  in  your  Secretary *s  let- 
ter ;  and  thirdly,  that,  with  a  view  to  an  appeal  to 
his  Majesty's  Government,  he  had  demanded  an  op- 
portunity of  repelling  any  other  accusation  which  yoa 
might  have  to  bring  against  him. 

In  reference  to  this  statement,  you  have,  in  yoor 
despatch  of  the  9tli  of  February,  observed  that,  in  flo 
department  of  the  State,  not  even  in  my  own  office 
has  it  ever  been  deemed  necessary,  or  even  advisable. 
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that  every  reason  for  which  an  individual  is  to  be  re* 
lieved  from  office  must  be  stated  to  him  ;  that  it 
may  be  necessary  to  remove  a  public  officer  for  many 
reasons,  which  it  may  not  be  desirable  to  explain  to 
him ;  and  that  you  were  expressly  absolved  from 
such  necessity  by  any  other  instructions  to  you. 

You  must  permit  me  to  state  unreservedly,  that 
this  answer  appears  to  me  inadequate ;  first,  /  am 
t€t€dly  ignorant  of  the  eaistence  either  in  this  office 
9rany  other  department  of  the  State,  of  any  such 
practice  as  that  to  which  you  refer, 

I  am  not  aware  of  so  much  as  a  single  instance,  in 
which  a  public  officer  has  been  dismissed  as  a  punish- 
ment, and  on  the  ground  of  misconduct,  without  the 
most  explicit  disclosure  to  him,  of  the  reasons  by 
which  his  superior  vindicated  such  an  exercise  of 
authority. 

Secondly. — I  cannot  concur  with  you  in  opinion, 

that  any  man  ought  to  use,  or  possess  such  a  power 

o?er  those  serving  under  him.*     The  only  difficulty 

€f  supporting  my  opinion  on  this  subject  by  argument 

is,  that   so  simple   and  elementary   a   principle  of 

justice,  would  rather  be  obscured  than  illustrated  by 

t  statemif nt  of  the  reasons  which  instantly  suggest 

themselves  in  support  of   it.      Those  are  indeed 

official  relations  of  such  a  nature,  that  it  is  necessary 

toconfine  to  the  superior  officer  the  right  of  dissolving 

^h^m  at  once,  without  assigning  any  cause  whatever 

*  It  was  a  moment  of  mutiny. 
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to  the  sufferer.  Thus,  for  example,  a  publie  oflteer 
should  be  at  liberty  instantly  to  remove  his  private 
secretary  for  mere  incongruity  of  habits  or  temper, 
or  for  the  want  of  some  peculiar  talent,  or  qualifiea- 
tion,  causes  which,  in  such  a  relation,  are  of  the  at- 
most  weight,  but  which  could  scarcely  be  drawn  out 
into  a  specific  charge  or  statement.  In  auch  canes 
this  is  mutually  understood  as  the  necessary  conditioo 
and  tenure  of  the  service ;  yet  even  in  thia  intimate 
and  confidential  relation,  if  the  removal  should  be 
made  avowedly  on  the  ground  of  misconduct,  the 
superior  would  be  bound  in  common  justice  to  explain 
unreservedly,  in  what  the  imputed  fault  consisted. 
If  not,  any  man's  character  and  happiness  might  be 
sacrificed  by  vague  suspicion,  and  by  surmises,  infa* 
mous  in  proportion  to  the  station  and  character  of 
the  accuser. 

Thirdly. — 1  cannot  allow  that  the  instructioDS 
from  me  which  you  have  quoted,  absolve  you  from 
this  obligation. 

On  the  contrary,  I  think  they  clearly  impose  it  on 
you,  they  declare  your  responsibility  to  the  King,  and 
to   Parliament.     In   Mr.  Ridout's  case  notice  was 
given  to  you  that  an  appeal  was  about  to  be  made  to 
his  Majesty  ;  To  acxjuit  yourself  of  the  responsibility 
which  I  declared  you  to  owe  to  the  King ;  it  became 
incumbent  on   you   to  establish  the  fact,  that  Mr. 
Ridout  had  merited  the  severe  punishment  which  had 
been  inflicted  on  him. 
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To  tubfitantiate  that  concliiBion,  it  was  necessary  to 
show  that  he  had  really  been  guilty  of  the  ofTences 
kid  to  his  charge,  and  this  could  be  proved  only  by 
ahowing  what  he  was  alleged  to  have  said  or  done 
admitted  of  no  satisfactory  explanations,   a   i*esult 
which  could  not  be  established,  until  an  opportunity 
of  making  such  explanation  had  been  afforded  to  him. 
Fourthly. — If  I  could  admit  that  you  were  entitled 
to  indict  a  punishment  without  a  distinct  statement 
to  the  accused  party,  of  the  causes  w^hich  had  pro- 
voked it,  I  should  yet  limit  that  admission  to   cases 
in  which  an  entire  silence  had  been  maintained. 

Instead  of  this,  however,  you  communicated  to  Mr. 
Ridout  a  single  charge  which  he  contradicted,  and 
applied  himself  to  disprove. 

He  was  thus,  I  think,  warranted  in  believing  that, 
if  successful  in  refuting  that  accusation,  his  excul- 
pation was  complete.  Finally,  I  thought  that,  in 
what  related  to  the  Constitutional  Reform  Society,  Mr. 
Ridout's  defence  was  conclusive,"^  and  I  could  not 
therefore  but  doubt,  whether  he  might  not  have  been 

*  Mr.  Ridout's  defence  on  this  subject,  far  from  being  conclusive, 
Vii  a  glaring  quibble.  He  answered  the  accusation,  that,  by  con- 
^nAj  attending  and  speaking  at  a  meeting,  he  appeared  to  be  an 
IMlvs  member,  by  merely  declaring  that  he  was  hot  an  actual  mem- 
^  «f  the  society ;  and  it  was  exactly  because  I  knew  he  was  not, 
tittt  I  had  applied  to  the  Attorney-General  on  the  subject  This  of- 
Wi  official  opinion,  that  Mr.  R.  decidedly  **  appeared  to  be  W[i 
tttivs  member,'*  I  forwarded  to  the  Colonial  Office,  who  had  it  before 
tbem  while  writing  this  despatch. 
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equally  successful  in  vindicetiiig  himself  egeiasl'vtlie 
olber  charges,  if  they  had  been  made  known  to  hin^r 

For  these  reasons,  I  adhere  to  my  first  irpinwpt 
that  I  was  bound  to  exclude  ficom  my  consideratiai 
erory  allegation  against  Mr.  Ridout  of  which  he  ImmI 
not  been  apprised. 

You,  however,  maintain  that  your  despatch  of  .Chi 
12th  of  September  ought  to  have  satisfied  ma  of  tfaf 
truth  of  the  accusation  preferred  in  your  eeerstai/* 
letter  of  the  12th  of  July.  Two  reasons  are  mmgof^ 
for  this  conclusion.  First,  I  had  before,  me  tka 
statement  of  your  own  convictioD  that  the  dmrfgt  wgt 
well  founded ;  and,  secondly,  I  knew  that  you  hsi 
obtained  a  legal  opinion  to  the  same  effect.  .  ,  i 

It  would  be  more  than  superfluous  to  deelsra  qf 
perfect  reliance  on  the  accuracy  of  every  assertioB  of 
yours,  respecting  any  matter  of  ftct  which  has  fiJka 
within  your  own  personal  observation ;  neither  is  it 
necessary  for  me  to  disclaim  altogether  the  idea  cf 
impeaching,  in  any  degree,  the  legal  knowledge  or 
the  talents  of  the  Attorney-General.  But  nether 
you  nor  the  Attorney-General  offered  yourselves  ai 
witnesses  to  the  matter  of  fact,  namely,  whether  Ifr. 
Ridout  w  as  or  was  not  a  member  of  the  ConstitB- 
ional  Reform  Society.  You  laid  claim  to  nopermmd 
knowledge  *  of  his  conduct  in  reference  to  that  bodj. 

*  I  told  the  Government  that  he  oonstantlj  attended  andhaiBii|Mi 
the  meeting ;  this  was  notorious.  Surely  her  Mi^ty*t  QanoMt^ 
did  not  mean  to  insist  that  I  ought  to  have  acquired  jpenoiMi/ ibvsi- 
iedge  of  the  fact  hy  attending  the  meeting  myMtlff 
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The  Attorney-General  was  quoted,  not  as  a  witness 
t)f  tiie  fact,  but  only  as  an  interpreter  of  the  law. 
Consequently,  notwithstanding  the    strong  dissent 
which  you  have  expressed,  I  must  continue  to  think 
Aat  the  authority  of  Stewart,   though  a  common 
carpenter,  when  speaking  on  his  oath  respecting  an 
oeeurrence  which  passed  in  his  own  presence  and  hear- 
ing, 18  entitled  to  much  more  weight  on  the  question 
cf  fact  than  can  be  assigned  to  the  opinion  even  of 
Ae  Attorney,   who   appears  to  have  had  not  the 
tf  ghtest  personal  knowledge  *  of  what  took  place  at 
the  meeting.     This  is  a  conclusion  to  which,  in  so 
&r  as  regards  the  facts  in  question,  no  one,  I  am 
inclined  to  think,  would  more  readily  subscribe  than 
Ae  Attomey-Greneral  himself. 

From  your  despatch  of  the  6th  of  February,  I 
BOW,  however,  for  the  first  time,  learn  that  Mr. 
Kdout's  removal  from  office  was  recommended  by 
die  Executive  Council,  and  I  further  learn  that  they 
idhere  to  their  original  opinion. 

On  this  subject  I  have  to  state  that  I  have  never 
ayressed,  nor  do  I  now  entertain,  any  judgment 
tipposed  to  theirs ;  on  the  contrary,  I  entirely  agree 
viQiihem  that  the  various  acts  of  misconduct  ascribed 
to  Mr.  S^out,  in  your  despatch  of  the  12th  of  De- 

*  Tte  Attorney-General  did  not  attend  these  meetings,  but,  in 
CiBiequence  of  my  calling  upon  him  for  his  opinion,  he  made  neces- 
*vy  inquiries  of  those  who  had  been  present,  and  who  had  witnessed 
Vf*  HidoBt's  behaviour  there. 
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cember,  and  still  more  fully  stated  in  your  de8|mtc1i 
of  the  6th  of  February,  are  such  as  would,  if  substan* 
tiated  on  proper  inquiry,  justify  the  very  severi 
penalty  inflicted  on  him. 

If  I  am  to  understand  the  Council  as  thinking  that 
such  an  inquiry  was  needless,  I  must,  with  whatenar 
reluctance,  differ  from  them.  The  grounds  of  thit 
difference  I  have  already  in  part  explained ;  but  I  mint 
add  that,  if  there  be  any  one  class  of  public  officers 
in  whose  case  it  is  especially  incumbent  on  the 
Elxecutive  Government  to  proceed  with  caution,  cu^ 
cumspection,  and  with  a  strict  observance  of  all  tlie 
essential  forms  of  proceeding  on  such  occasions^  it  h 
the  class  of  those  who  are  intrusted  with  the  admi 
nistration  of  justice. 

In  avowing  my  opinion  that  the  matters  laid  to  the 
charge  of  Mr.  Ridout  would,  if  established,  justify  hii 
dismission,  I  wish  to  be  understood  as  not  referring  to 
the  iutemperdte  terms  in  which  he  addressed  you  after 
his  removal  from  office;  much  allowance  is  to  bi 
made  for  natural  feelings  y  under  a  sense  of  supposed 
injury.  It  is  to  the  other  allegations  that  my  remarit 
applies.  It  is,  I  can  assure  you,  painful  to  me  to 
take  any  course  of  conduct  which  may  aggravate  the 
difficulties  of  your  situation,  yet  I  feel  myself  bound* 
by  the  paramount  obligations  of  justice,  still  to  with- 
hold my  approbation  of  the  measures  adopted  in  Mr. 
Ridout's  case.  On  the  other  hand,  his  restitution  to 
office  may,  1  think,  l)e  pro}H?rIy  made  to  depend  upon 
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liis  abflity  to  exculpate  himself  from  the  various 
diargee  preferred  against  him  in  your  despatches  of 
die  I2tb  of  September  and  6th  of  February.  To 
this  extent  the  instructions  conveyed  to  you  in  my 
despatch  of  the  29th  of  November  are  withdrawn 
end  quaKfied.  Further  than  this  it  is  impossible  for 
me  to  advance.  You  will,  therefore,  in  whatever 
mode  you  shall  think  best,  put  Mr.  Ridout  in  posses- 
wm  of  those  accusations,  and,  after  weighing  his 
answers,  and  the  evidence  by  which  it  may  be  sup* 
ported,  you  will  communicate  to  me  the  result. 

I  cannot  close  my  answer  to  your  despatch  of  the 
6th  of  February  without  adverting  to  some  of  the 
general  topics  to  which  you  have  there  taken  occa-» 
sion  to  advert. 

You  complain  that  the  Governor's  official  explana-* 
tory  despatches  have  been  treated  by  me  in  this  case 
as  mere  hearsay  evidence,  which  must  not  affect  the 
merits  of  the  case.  I  may  perhaps  misunderstand 
the  precise  meaning  of  this  remark,  but  if  it  be  that 
statements  made  by  a  Governor  to  me  on  the  au- 
thority of  third  persons  are  entitled  to  the  same 
weight  as  if  they  referred  to  facts  of  which  he  was 
the  personal  observer  and  witness,  I  can  only  say 
that  I  am  not  aware  of  any  reason  which  would  justify 
me  in  so  regarding  them. 

If  I  might  interpret  some  other  passages  of  your 
despatch,  you  understand  me  to  have  authorised  you 
to  dismiss  from  office  any  person  who  should  openly 
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or  latently  oppose  your  policy.     If  you  will  again 
refer  to  the  instructions  which  you  have  thus  quoteiL 
you  will  perceive  that  the  officers  to  whom  I  refisrred 
were  not  of  the  class  to  which  Mr.  Ridout  belongeil 
but  persons  whose  public  offices  bring  them  into  a 
confidential  or  immediate  connexion  with  your  ad- 
ministration of  the  affairs  of  the  province.     I  cer- 
tainly never  contemplated  that  every  officer  of  the 
militia,  every  district  judge,  and  every  justice  of  the 
peace,  should  hold  his  office  on  the  condition  of  bong 
dismissed  if  he  should  happen  to  oppose  the  poli^ 
of  the  Lieutenant-Governor  for  the  time  being.    To 
urge  the  rule  which  I  have  laid  down  to  such  con* 
sequences  is  at  once  to  misapprehend  my  meaning 
and  to  establish  a  principle  which  would  bring  almoit 
every  gentleman  in  the  province  into  such  relatioDi 
with  the  local  Government  as  no  man  of  independent 
character  and  principles  could  be  expected  or  desired 
to  maintain.     The  instructions  to  which  you  ha?e 
referred  were   intended  to  apply  (and  I  think  that 
intention  sufficiently    manifest)   to  those  high  and 
confidential  officers  of  your  Government  only  with 
whom  you  are  habitually  brought  into  confidential 
intercourse  upon  the  general  interests  of  the  province. 
If  there  be  any  ambiguity  in  my  instructions  to  y<Mt 
which  I  do  not  perceive,  you  will  hereafter  unde^ 
stand  them  in  this  limited  sense  only. 

You  further  express   your   expectation    that  tba 
^  mere   expression  of  your  opinion  of  the  absolute 
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ity  for  the  dismissal  of  any  person  from  office 
whom,  from  your  local  knowledge,  you  deemed  hostile 
to  the  British  constitution,  would  have  carried  with 
h  infinitely  more  weight  than  the  individual's  denial 
of  his  own  guUt."     From  this  and  other  passages  in 
joar  despatch,  I  infer  that  you  regard  the  Secretary 
of  State  as  virtually  bound  to  adopt  your  opinions  in 
individual  cases  as  conclusive,  even  upon  an  appeal 
against  your  decision.     But  such  is  not  my  estimate 
of  the  duties  of  my  office :  I  act  under  a  strict  and 
cflectiye  responsibility  to  the  King  and  to  Parliament. 
Of  every  measure  which  I   take,  or  which,  when 
taken  by  others,  I  approve,  I  must  be  prepared  to 
produce  the  vindication.     But   I  should  ill  acquit 
myself  of  that  duty  if  I  attempted  to  rest  my  justifi- 
cation on  an  implicit  confidence  in  the  judgment  of 
die  officer  against  whose  acts  an  appeal  had  been 
hronght  before  me.    Cherishing  as  I  do  the  strongest 
presumption  in  favour  of  every  decision  of  yours,  I 
must  yet,  as  often  as  your  sentence  is  impeached^ 
examine  into  the  merits  of  the  question  with  strict 
partiality,  and  with  a  jealousy  of  those  preposses- 
in  favour  of  your  opinions  from  which  I  can 
never  be  exempt.     In  our  relative  position  in  his 
Majesty's  service,  I  could  not  act  on  any  other  prin- 
ciple without  abandoning  my  duty  to  the  King  and 
to  his  Majesty's  subjects,  and  I  trust  that,  on  your 
part,  the  just  and  lively  estimate  which  you  have 
fiMmed  of  the  importance  and  responsibility  of  your 
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owu  duties  will  be  combined  with  a  due  allowaaee 
for  the  liot  less  arduous  and  responsible  nature  ol 
mine. 

I  have,  &c 
(Signed)  Glenxlg. 

Extracts  from  a  Despatch  to  the  Right  Honour* 
able  the  Lord  Glenelg,  dated  5th  April,  1837, 

No.  41. 
My  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordships 
copy  of  a  Gazette  Extraordinary,  by  which  it  wH 
appear  that  I  have  made  the  following  appoinUnenli^ 
until  the  King's  pleasure  be  made  known. 

Robert  S.  Jameson,  Esq.,  Vice-Chancellor ; 

Archibald  M'Lean  and  Jonas  Jones,  Esquiieii 
Judges  in  the  Court  of  King's  Bench ; 

Christopher  Alexander  Hagerman,  Esq.,  Attor- 
ney-General ;  and 

William  Henry  Draper,  Esq  ,  Solicitor-General. 

As  regards  Mr.  Hagerman  I  can  say  that  I 
have  not  been  in  the  habit  of  seeing  or  consulting  him, 
excepthig  on  such  cases  as  have  especially  belonged 
to  his  station,  and  accordingly,  during  the  whole  of  liit 
session  of  the  Legislature,  I  did  not^  I  think,  send  fir 
him  four  times.  Mr.  Hagerman's  claims,  as  brou^ 
under  my  consideration,  are  shortly  as  follow:— 
He  was  present  at  the  actions  of  Chrystler's  farm— 
the  takingof  Oswego— and  in  several  engagements  i'H 
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)m  Niftgara  frontier  during  the  year  1814,  and  was 
^teimiinended  for  a  gold  medal  by  Sir  Gordon  Drum* 
Mud,  on  whose  staff  he  served  as  provincial  aide-de* 
wop.  He  was  first  elected  representative  for  the 
town  of  Kingston  in  1826  ;  since  that  period  he  has 
been  three  times  returned,  and  has  held  the  situation 
rf  Solicitor^General  nearly  eight  years. 

On  the  30th  November,  1829,  Sir  John  Col- 
borne  received  from  Sir  George  Murray  a  despatch, 
No,  48,  relating  to  the  disappointment  which  Mr. 
fiagerman  had  experienced  in  consequence  of  not 
Ittving  been  confirmed  by  His  Majesty  in  the  office 
if  judge,  to  which  he  had  been  temporarily  appointed 
on  the  removal  of  Mr.  Willis,  of  which  the  following 
ii  an  extract : — 

"At  th€  same  time  I  readily  admit  that  the  case,  as 
itprds  Mr.  Hagerman,  is  one  of  some  hardship,  and  I  have 
t9  m^est  you  will  assure  that  gentleman  that  I  regret  ex- 
titmely  that  be  should  have  suffered  any  inconvenience  in 
CQBaequence  of  the  arrangements  which  1  felt  it  my  duty  to 
icoommend,  and  that  I  shall  be  very  ready,  at  a  future 
Qjpportunity,  to  give  his  claims  every  consideration.** 

«  I  believe  Mr.  Hagerman  to  be  warmly  and  en- 
tkwastically  attached  to  the  British  Constitution, 
lii  to  the  connexion  of  this  province^  of  which  he  is 
98itive,  with  the  mother-country  ;  I  consider  him 
to  kave  been  a  faithful  servant  of  the  Crown.  The 
Mertion  of  his  principles  has  continually  drawn  upon 
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him  in  the  House  of  Assembly  the  whide  file  ef  tUt 
Republicans;  and  in  these  anions,  ildiouglihe  ftisP 
shown  considerable  powers  of  defence,  he  has  MiMW 
sionally  evinced  an  impetuosity  which  it  wtwld  iMllr 
been  prudent  to  have  restrained.  I  belitfvep'lMr* 
ever,  that  his  moral  character  is  respected  evtely^ 
his  opponents ;  and  therefore,  on  the  whole,  ^b^ 
sidering  that  no  just  reason  existed  why,  M  W 
promotion  of  the  Attorney-General,  he  should  tfoCMl 
appointed  as  his  successor,  I  felt  it  to  be  my  dMf^, 
name  him  as  such  until  the  King^s  pleasure  tfMll^ 
be  known.  "^ 

Having  submitted  to  your  Lordship  the  gt^iulh 
upon  which  I  have  made  the  appointmmiti  in  t|iMlV 
tion,  I  think  it  proper  to  state  that  it  is  with  Hfi^l 
feigned  regret  I  have  omitted  to  recommend  to 
Lordship*s  notice  the  name  of  Mr.  Bid  well  That] 
tleman's  legal  acquirements  are,  I  consider,  supeiirih 
to  at  least  one  of  the  individuals  whom  I  have  elevatBlL 
His  moral  character  is  irreproachable,  and  though  y* , 
was  ostensibly  the  leader  of  a  party  who  have  ofiani^ 
me  every  possible  insult  and  indignity,  yet  I  can 
your  Lordship  that  I  entertain  towards  Mr.  Bidi 
no  feeling  of  animosity ;  and  that,  even  if  I  coaU 
desire  to  triumph  over  a  person  whom  I  have  pub* 
licly  disarmed  of  his  power  to  oppose  me,  I  shoaM 
feel  that  that  triumph  would  be  infinitely  more  grsla- 
ful  to  his  Majesty  by  forgiveness  than  by  reveog<e^ 
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But,  anxious  as  I  am  to  give  to  talent  its  due,  yet  I 
caimot  but  feel  that  the  welfare  and  honour  of  this 
pnmnce  depend  09i  his  Mtyesty  never  promoting  a 
tR$lcgf€il  man. 

Dirested  of  all  its  objectionable  language,  Mr« 
Kdwell*8  object  (so  far  as  it  could  be  elicited  by  the 
eonduet  of  his  associates)  was  to  separate  this  colony 
from  the  parent  state ;  to  create  disaffection  for  the 
pitenial  government  of  the  King,  and,  by  forming  an 
alliance  with  Mr.  Papineau's  party  in  Lower  Canada, 
tai  exchange  the  British  constitution  for  the  low, 
grovelling  principles  of  democracy. 

I  therefore  considered  that  publicly  to  elevate 
Mr.  Bidwell  to  the  Bench  would  deprive  me  of  the 
reqiect  and  confidence  of  this  country  ;  and  I  believe 
your  Lordship  will  agree  with  me  in  opinion,  that, 
wliere  a  man  acts  with  disloyal  associates,  his  talents 
aggravate^  rather  than  extenuate  his  offence. 

Having  afforded  your  Lordship  all  the  inform^ 
ation  in  my  power  respecting  the  law  appointments 
I  have  made,  it  only  remains  for  me  respectfully 
to  express  my  hope  that  his  Majesty  will  be  gra- 
eiouflly  pleased  to  confirm  them. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
My  Lord, 

YourLordship*8 
Most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

(Signed)  F.  B,  Head. 

T 
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No.  200. 

Downing  Street.  Jufy  14tA,  18S7. 

Sir, 

I  have  had  the  honour  to  receive  your  despatch  at 
the  5tli  of  April  last,  No.  41,  enclosing  the  copy  of 
a  gazette  extraordinary,  notifying  certain  legal  ap- 
pointments which  you  had  made,  in  conformity  witb 
an  Act  passed  by  the  Legislature  of  Upper  Canada 
during  the  last  session.  The  public  events  which 
have  occurred  since  my  receipt  of  that  Act  have 
hitherto  rendered  it  impossible  to  submit  it  Smt  thft 
Royal  sanction.  But  I  trust  that  I  shall  have  it  in  a^ 
power  to  communicate  to  you  the  Queen's  pkasoia 
respecting  it  at  an  early  period.  In  the  mean  tiaii 
her  Majesty  commands  me  to  express  herapproba&a 
of  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Jameson  to  be  Vice  ChsBr 
cellor,  and  of  Messrs.  A.  Maclean  and  Jonas  Jonei 
to  be  Judges  in  the  Court  of  Queen's  Bench,  and  I 
shall  take  an  early  opportunity  of  transmitting  to  fm 
the  necessary  warrants  under  the  royal  sign  mannil 
conferring  those  appointments 

The  selection  of  Mr.  Hagerman  to  be  Attorney- 
General  appears  to  be  more  open  to  question.  I 
am  fully  prepared  to  admit,  as  a  general  rule,  the 
claim  of  the  Solicitor-General  not  to  be  passed  ov« 
in  any  new  arrangements  such  as  those  to  whiA 
your  despatch  refers,  and  I  am  of  opinion  that  suchi 
claim  should  not  be  set  aside  without  some  strong 
and  paramount  reason.    I  am  also  willing  to  give  the 
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gremtest  weight  to  tiie  representations  which  you  have 
addrefised  to  me  in  Mr.  Hagerman's  favour,  founded 
both  on  his  private  character  and  public  merit.  It 
ii,  tiowener,  essential  that  the  gentleman  who  fills  the 
high  and  responsible  office  of  Attorney-Genera] 
shaiiMI  liold  o^nnions  on  questions  of  general  policy. 
Mid  relating  to  the  administration  of  the  afiairs  oi 
die  pffovinee,  in  unison  with  those  of  the  Executive 
uMiii'iunent. 

I  have  no  reason  to  doubt  that  you  have  received 
the  iitmott  support  and  cooperation  from  the  Solici- 
tor General,  but  I  am  bound  to  add  that,  if  the  senti- 
nents  ascribed  to  Mr.  Hagerman  in  the  resolutions, 
a  copy  of  which  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose,  be 
mUy  entertained  by  him,  and  have  been  publicly  ex- 
pwsiocd  by  him  in  his  place  as  a  member  of  the  pro- 
visdal  liBgislature  during  the  last  session,  a  very 
vide  diffierence  exists  between  his  view  and  that  of 
her  Majes^r's  Government,  supported  by  the  opinion 
giren  by  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Grown  in  1819,  as 
to  the  rights  of  the  Ghurdi  of  Scotland  in  Upper 
Cbaada  under  the  Act  of  1791.*     As  these  resolu- 


oAbnuTe  sentiment  which  Mr.  Hagennan,  in  a  most  angry 
m  tbs  House  of  Assembly,  is  accused  of  having  uttered, 
VM  m  Mlflif* :— '*  The  Church  of  Bngland  is  the  Established  Church. 
—Ihm  Roman  Catholic  Church  is  an  Established  Church,  but  the 
Church  of  Scotland  Is  no  more  an  Established  Church  than  that  of 
i«7  otlMr  diitentiiig  body  in  the  province.*'-— Mr.  HagermaB  denies 
hnring  nilered  th«se  woods* 

t2 
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tioos  hafe  been  transmitted  to  me  by  animtliwUmii 
member  of  the  General  Aimembly  of  die  Cbnc^k.ieC 
Scotland,  and  as  I  ba?e  not  received  any  infimnelmif 
from  you  on  the  subject,  I  am  willing  to  bepe  lh|^ 
some  misiqiprehension  may  have  existed  aa  to.  Illi 
real   nature  of  the  hinguage  emjdoyed  by  Ib.^Utts 
german.    I  shall  therefore  suspend  my  opinionaif^ 
the  propriety  of  his  advancement  to  the  ofiej^nl 
Attorney-General,  until  he  shall  have  had  an  epfilli 
tunity  of  offering  any  explanation  which  he  4p||i 
desire  to  give  with  reference  to  this  subjaeb..  fiM 
will  communicate  to  Mr.  Hagerman  a  ei^  ^j^ 
much  of  this  despateh  as  relates  to  him,  tegetber.ifjd 
a  copy  of  the  enclosed  paper.  ;.,  ^f 

There  is  another  subject  noticed  in  your  deqp|ltj||  < 
to  which  it  is  necessary  that  I  should  adverL.  VfK 
state  that  it  has  been  with  unfeigned  regnt  llnl  flif 
have  omitted  to  recommend  for  one  of  the  new  lafil'   < 
appointments  Mr.  Bidwell,  whose  professional  takflll 
you  consider  superior  to  those  of  at  least  one  of  thl 
gentlemen  selected  by  you,  while  his  character  is  ir^ 
reproachable.     You  observe,  however,  that  Mr*  Biir 
weirs  object,  ^*  so  far  as  it  could  be  elicited  by  l|v 
conduct  of  his  associates,**  was  to  separate  Vft^ 
Canada  from  the  parent  state,   and  jrou  daim  mf 
assent  to  the  proposition,  that,  "  where  a  man  aril 
with  disloyal  associates,  his  talents  aggravate  radrir. 
than  extenuate  liis  ofTence."     I  need  not  assure  yoL 
of  the  great  weight  which  I  attach  to  any  opmion  n* 
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\g  the  afiairs  of  Upper  Canada  deliberately 
expferaed  by  you,  and  I  have  accordingly  felt  bound 
in  the  present  mstance  to  defer  to  your  judgment 
relative  to  Mr.  Bidwell.  But,  considering  that  the 
dmbyalty  which  is  imputed  to  Mr.  Bid  well's  asso- 
dates  is  not  charged  against  himself,  or  attempted 
to  be  proved  by  any  act  of  his  ;*  that  he  has,  for  the 
present  at  least,  withdrawn  himself  from  political 
strife;  and  that  his  legal  abilities  and  high  moral  cha* 
racier  are  acknowledged  and  respected  even  by  his 
political  opponents ;  I  cannot  regard  the  part  which 
ht\/brmerfy  took  in  local  politics  as  an  insuperable 
barrier  to  his  future  advancement  in  his  profession. 
On  the  contrary,  adverting  to  the  general  estimate  of 
his  qualifications  for  a  seat  on  the  Bench,  it  appears 
to  me  that  the  public  interests  would  be  promoted  by 
securing  his  services ;  nor  would  it  be  of  slight  im- 
portance to  convince  the  inhabitants  of  Upper  Canada 
that,  in  the  selections  for  judicial  offices,  the  Execu- 
tive Government  is  actuated  by  no  other  feeling  than 
an  anxiety  to  promote  the  welfare  of  all  classes  of 
her  Majesty's  subjects.  If,  therefore,  as  you  appear 
to  anticipate,  another  vacancy  should  occur  among 
the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  King's  Bench,  it  is  the 

*  8t0  tlie  insolting  accusations  made  against  me  to  the  King  and 
lo^M  House  of  Commons  (page  81),  both  signed  Marshal  Spring 
BidufelL 

t  Mr.  Bidwell*8  opposition  to   monarchial    institutions  had  m^ 


9r» 

of  her  Mbjealy's  OoveMlneMt  fjhrt  tke 
should  be  offered  to  Mr.  BidmeSi  and  ike^  wUtm 
with  much  pleasure  that  he  hoe  aeeepted  •<.        i*  < 

I  have  the  hoiMwr  to  he^  Sir,. 
Your  most  obedient  hoipble  inntk  ' 

QLUItiA 


No.  99. 
Government  Houee,  Toronto,  lOtk  SepL,  \9fi. 
My  Lord,  i-} 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  the  foUMPf 
despatches,  which  I  have  had  the  honour  to  xmdm 
from  your  Lordship.  '  * ' 

Ist.  Despatch  No.  158,  dated  5th  April,  l^i 
repeating  to  me  that  the  reasons  I  submitted  to  yoir 
Lordship  for  having  removed  Judge  Ridout  fi^ 
office  appear  to  your  Lordship  inadequate,  and .  thpt 
your  Lordship  still  withholds  your  approbatiOD  d 
the  measures  adopted  in  Mr.  Ridout's  case. 

2nd.  Despatch  No.  200,  dated  l4th  July,  1887, 
informing  me  that  your  Lordship  has  not  been  pleued 
to  confirm  the  appointments  of  the  Attorney  and  So- 
licitor General,  which  on  the  5th  of  April  last  I  bid 
the  honour  to  notify  to  your  Lordship  in  a  ChMMlte 
extraordinary,  but  that  it  is  the  wish  of  her  Majes^ 
Government  that  the  situation  of  Judge  of  the  Owit 
of  King's  Bench  should,  in  case  of  an  expeistoi 
vacancy,  be  offered  to  Marshal  Spring  Bidwell,  tk 
Speaker  of  the  late  Houee  of  Assembly,  the  -leader  of 
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d»  Republicans  in  this  province,  and  the  fellow- 
kbourer  and  correspondent  of  Mr.   Speaker  Pa* 

A^  aA^  very  deliberate  consideration,  I  have  deter- 
Btined  to  take  upon  myself  the  serious  responsibility 
of  positively  refusing  to  place  Mr.  Bidwell  on  the 
Bench,  or  to  restore  Mr.  George  Ridout  to  the 
Judgeship  from  which  I  have  removed  him,  I  feel  it 
Biy  duty^  not  only  respectfully  to  explain  to  your 
Loidship  the  reason  of  my  conduct,  but  frankly  to 
jliBolose  to  your  Lordship  opinions  and  sentiments 
ijiieh,  being  hostile  to  the  policy  of  tbe  Colonial 
Office,  ought  not  to  be  withheld  from  jour  Lord. 

1  feel  confident  that  your  Lordsliip  will,  with  the 
equanimity  which  distinguishes  your  character,  calmly 
liitea  to  the  observations  I  am  about  to  make,  and  I 
taa  assure  your  Lordship  that  at  the  present  instant 
there  is  no  feeling  more  strongly  impressed  in  my 
own  mind,  than  that>  in  the  utterance  of  strong  opi- 
mtm  which  I  feel  most  deeply,  I  may  not  be  led 
stray  to  use  an  expression  which  can  in  any  way  be 
considered  as  evincing  a  want  of  that  respect  which 
iljttstly  due  to  your  Lordship,  as  well  as  to  the  high 
ifation  you  hold. 

My  declining,  or,  in  plain  terms,  my  reJUsing^  to 
cany  your  Lordship's  orders  into  effect,  would,  I  am 
nrare,  commonly  be  considered  as  an  overt  act  of 
bostility,  but  when  it  is  considered  that  the  popula- 
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tion  of  our  colonies  amounts  to  99»000»000  of  peo^ 
scattered  over  thirty-five  portions  of  the  globe,  it  imnt 
be  evident  that  their  prosperity  depends,  not  only  OQ 
the  Colonial  Minister  commanding  what  he  dteam  to 
be  right,  but  on  the  Colonial  Governors  refusing,^ 
their  peril,  to  execute  what  they  conscientiouriy  be- 
lieve to  be  wrong. 

In  a  conflict  of  this  nature,  it  does  not  therefim 
necessarily  follow  that  disobedience  in  a  Lieuteauit- 
Grovernor  is  disaffection  to  the  Minister ;  and,  although 
I  am  sensible  that  your  Lordship  has  power  ahniptiy 
to  terminate  such  objection  on  my  part  by  immedioin 
dismissal,  yet  I  have  no  observations  to  offer  on  diit 
subject,  as  it  is  my  own  duty,  and  not  your  Lordsbip'o^ 
that  I  am  at  present  desirous  to  perform. 

My  Lord,  in  my  despatch,  dated  18tii  Nov.  hti, 
(page  204,;  I  respectfully  informed  your  Lordship 
"  that,  in  my  humble  opinion,  the  whole  blame  of  the 
dissensions  which  exist  in  the  Canadas  rests  neither 
upon  the  surface  of  the  country,  nor  upon  the  morals 
of  the  people,  but  on  the  conciliatory  measures  whicb, 
under  successive  administrations,  have  been  unremit- 
tingly applied  by  the  Colonial  Office.** 

I  stated  to  your  Lordship  that  **  the  British  pojHh 
lation  of  the  Canadas,  the  Chief  Justice,  the  Law 
Officers  of  the  Crown,  and  every  faithful  puUic 
servant  were  of  this  opinion  ;  and  that,  although  her 
Majesty  were  suddenly  to  arrive  in  the  Canadas,  there 
was  no  one  of  those  I  had  enumerated  who  would 
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M  be  proud  to  follow  her  with  devotion  from  Niagara 
O'Qudbec  ;^yet  that,  if  a  representative  of  our  colonial 
loliley  were  to  appear  here,  '*  I  declared  to  your  Lord- 
\Ap  "  that,  in  my  opinion,  ^*  he  would  be  seen  to  tra- 
mm  the  Canadas  alone." 

In  /diis  statement  I  communicated  to  your  Lordship 
lie  truth,  but  not  the  whole  truth.  Your  Lordship's 
rte  despatches  oblige  me  to  supply  the  deficiency. 

-My  Lord,  there  exists  in  this  country  no  personal 
'idiog  against  your  Lordship,  but  the  loyal  British 
pifiilation  of  the  Canadas  loudly  complain  that  there 
BOEkts  in  the  colonial  department  an  invisible  over« 
nibg  influence,  which  either  favours  the  introduc- 
tini  of  republican  principles  as  productive,  in  theory, 
^  of  the  greatest  happiness  to  the  greatest  number," 
QTi  acting  under  the  mistaken  persuasion  that  demo- 
9UJ  must  inevitably  prevail  over  this  continent, 
deans  it  politic  to  clear  the  way  for  its  introduction, 
iMher  than  attempt  to  oppose  its  progress ;  in  short, 
it  Ims  for  many  years  been  generally  believed  that 
hnrever  loyal  may  be  the  head  of  the  colonial  de- 
|Nurtment,  its  heart  is  in  favour,  not  only  of  repub- 
lican institutions,  but  of  the  expediency  of  assisting 
tifter  than  of  retarding  the  launching  our  North 
Anerican  Colonies  into  that  vast  ocean  of  democracy, 
K]Ntt  which  the  United  States,  the  cable  of  their 
nUie  credit  having  snapped,  are  at  this  moment 
living  without  rudder  or  compass. 

If  a  statement  of  the  above  opinions  were  to  reach 


your  Lordflhip  mnrayinoody,  or  iMftslog  JlmmgnlAm 
of  a  few  individoalfly  or  even  of  a  large  body  if  Wb 
▼iduals,  it  woold^  of  eoorae,  be  OMk.  aride 
timptible ;  but  your  LordaMp^  wboae 
the  Britifih  Goiistitution  is  well  kmnni^  vlQ^.I 
oaire,  be  startled  when  I  tell  you,  not  ooif  lifcMAe 
British  pc^ulatioii  of  the  Caoadaa  partake  largd^il 
this  .opiiiioiit  but  that  I,  her  Mijesly'e  v^ceaeaMiil 
in  this  province,  am  of  diet  opinion;  tfasftflf  iii 
lientenant-Governor,  &t.  Tnlm  riillMiiniL  whelni 
eight  years'  experience,  is  of  that  ofdnion; 
tenant-General  Sir  Peregrine  Maitiand, 
tenant-Governor,  had  ten  years'  experienoei  ia 
qinnion ;  I  believe  Liord  Ayhner,  Lofd 
Sk  A.  Campbell  (the  late  lieatenant-GoveOMfelf 
New  Brunswick),  to  be  of  that  opinion  i  .aad»SHVt 
over,  that  if  the  Lieutenant-43ovemoraof  0M  ihfliriUr 
tish  Colonies  were  to  be  examined  by  your  l^idJsn 
their  testimony  would,  generally  speakings  aubslsir 
tiate  rather  than  deny  what  I  have  stated^ 

If  your  Lordship  believes  the  statement  I  hM 
made,  the  concurrent  opinions  I  have  quoted  mait  bi 
conclusive ;  if,  on  the  other  hand,  your  Xiordship  dMMP 
the  accuracy  of  my  statement,  I  beg  your  Ijoidlfeil 
to  examine  the  witnesses,  whose  names  1  have  Mbt 
mitted  to  you.  I  have  had  no  communication  iriA 
any  of  them,  but  from  the  seat  of  Government  of  Ijtff 
province,  where  the  sentiments  of  my  predecsMM 
are  recorded,  I  clearly  see  what  is  passing  befoie  iDf 


S83 
ijfiB^  I  {Mainly  hear  what  is  soiindiDg  in  everybody's 

Your  liodrdship  must,  of  course,  be  aware,  that  a 
BOMrvshy  may  be  medumically  lowered  into  a  re- 
inhlie  by  means  of  an  inclined  plane,  the  angle  of 
which  may  be  so  acute,  that  the  surface  to  a  common 
obtanrer  appears  to  be  level ;  but  lest  thb  metaphor 
ikoald  not  be  dear  to  your  Lordship,  I  will  state  in 
rtin  plainer  terms,  that  the  way  to  convert  a  monar- 
chy into  a  republic^  is  to  take  every  opportunity  to 
abtiaefc  power  from  the  Crown,  in  order  to  add  or 
giro  it  to  the  people* 

How,  it  must  be  evident  to  your  Lordship,  that  this 
arrangement  may  be  practically  effected  by  a  secret 
iifliience»  which  it  may  be  almost  impossible  to  detect* 
For  instance,  there  may  be  appointed  to  the  Oovem-* 
neat  of  her  Majesty's  Colonies  a  series  of  military 
sen,  each  ignorant  of  the  principles  of  civil  govern- 
Mnty  aa  well  as  unacquainted  with  the  various  classes 
of  society  of  which  it  is  composed.     During  their  ini- 
tiition  to  their  new  professions,  every  encouragement 
may  be  given  at  your  Lordship's  office  to  representa* 
tioDB  arriving  there  from  any  portion  of ''  the  people ;" 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  every  possible  discourage* 
meat  may  be  given  to  the  friends  and  supporters  of 
nonarchy.     A  man,  asking  for  concessions,  may 
invariably  be  represented  to  your  Lordship  as  highly 
iatelligent   and   respectable  ;    a  man    stanchly  re^ 
oDDimending  their  refusal,  may  be  termed  politically 
biassed. 
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The  Lieutenant-Governors,  observing  that  they  are 
applauded  vt^henever  they  concede  any  thing  to  the 
House  of  Assembly,  and  that,  somehow  or  other, 
they  invariably  get  themselves  into  difficulty  when- 
ever they  support  the  Legislative  Council,  may,  hi 
a  long  time,  be  led  unconsciously  to  do  what  all  an* 
litary  men  are  naturally  disposed  to  do,  namdyy 
recklessly  to  carry  into  effect  the  ^rit  of  their  bh 
structions. 

So  long  as  they  do  this,  they  may  peacefully  enjoy 
their  stations ;  but  when  experience  in  their  new 
professions  opens  their  eyes, — when  reflection  staggm 
their  judgment, — when  beginning  to  perceive  tfiat 
concessions  to  what  is  falsely  called  "the  people** 
increase  rather  than  satiate  the  appetite, — they  appeil 
to  the  Colonial  Office,  and,  in  language  military  radier 
than  diplomatic,  bid  them  **  hefirm^^  then,  and  from 
that  moment,  they  may  immediately  find  themselves 
unaccountably  afflicted  with  a  sweating  sickness 
which  is  a  sure  precursor  of  their  removal.  The  lan- 
guage of  praise  ceases  to  cheer  them, — ^they  may  re- 
ceive slight  rebukes, — objections  may  be  raised  tothe 
appointments  which  they  make, — people  who  oppoee 
them  in  the  colony  may  be  raised  to  distinction,«*-«ii]f 
trifling  disputes  in  which  they  may  be  involved  may 
invariably  be  decided  against  them, — their  tiny  aulbo* 
rity  in  the  colony  may  continually  be  shaken,  unt& 
by  a  repetition  of  petty  circumstances,  which  mortify 
rather  than  offend^  they  may  become  disgusted  with 
their  duty,  they  may  iutemperately  proffer  their  re- 
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lignatHMi,  a  new  man  may  be  appointed,  and  the 
mne  process  may  be  renewed. 

The  whole  of  these  circumstances  may  occur,  the 
democratic  power  may  gradually  be  increased,  the 
influwce  of  the  executive  may  gradually  be  dimi- 
aishedy  the  whole  loyal  population  may  become  in- 
dignant at  observing  their  inevitable  declination  to- 
wards democracy,  and  yet  there  may  be  no  particular 
mmnent,  or  no  one  particular  circumstance  sufficiently 
strung  to  arouse  the  Colonial  Minister  to  a  knowledge 
of  the  dreadful  fact,  that  the  tendency  of  his  own. 
o^Boe  is  republican,  and  that,  while  all  on  its  surface 
is  seen  flowing  towards  the  throne,  a  strong  under- 
current ip  absolutely  carrying  everything  away  from 
hi 

The  case  I  have  just  sketched  may  be  merely  one 
of  imagination ;  but  I  beg  your  Lordship  to  keep  it  in 
mind*  as  I  bring  before  your  patient  consideration  the 
following  statements  and  observations  : — 

My  Lord}  on  my  assuming  the  government  of  this 
province,  I  was  desired  by  your  Lordship  to  consider 
as  the  guide  of  my  proceedings  Lord  Gosford's  in- 
structions, in  which  were  contained  the  following 
words: — ^'^In  every  part  of  the  instructions  with 
which,  either  as  Chief  Commissioner  or  as  Governor, 
you  are  charged,  conciliation,  and  the  reconcilement 
of  all  past  grievances,  are  studiously  presented  as  the 
peat  object  of  your  mission." 

Being  convinced  that  the  concessions  which  had 


been  nuide  in  our  eoloneB  to  Ae  aAiMBtw  of  4ail' 
cracyhad  been  the  sole  came  of  the  dJgfaiffhnMiiiiii 
Ae  Canadu,  I,  nacj  shortly  after  nf  anrifal  hmn^ 
pressed  myself  to  your  Lordship  as  Aflofra  i^^m     .  .ir 

''The  more  seriously  leontanplste  tfae|iiiiiM 
tfanquilfity  irf  this  provino^  the  men  sledfratly jmifc 
eonvisieedin  my  opinion,  that  ooolt  sIsniydsfiiBfafi^W 
eonriKatory  measures  form  die  most  popiular  afelMi* 
of  goyernment  that  can  be  ezeroieed  tomuris  tkerfiNSi 
and  high-minded  inhabitants  of  the  Caaadaa**^  ^     /% 

I  need  not  obserra  toyour  lordddp  that  itiiii|«« 
possible  for  two  systems  to  be  moftt  diaBsalam%> 
opposed  to  each  odier  than  that  presoribed  to  iM# 
Ctosford  and  that  udiich  I  had  detsimined  topuiaamiit  ; 

I  had  not  the  slightest  intention  to  rebel  tgoHl 
iriiat   I  oonsiderad  to  be  your  Lorddup^a-  pMlB/f  , 
(namely,  die  maintenance  of  the  King^a  nndiefily.»>»  l 
die  Canadas,)  but,  b^ng  convinced  diat  thb  objsct 
could  only  be  obtained  by  the  means  I  have  n^ 
plained,  I  did  not  hesitate  to  inform  your  JUorAAv 
of  the  course  I  had  deliberately  determined  to  ptf^ 
sue. 

My  policy  having  been  shortly  explained*  I  U| 

leave  to  bring  before  your  Ijordship's  mind  the  Sih 

bwing  sketch  of  my  principles,  as  diqr  have  bi» 

avowed  to  your  Lordship  in  my  various  despatehss.  .; 

[Long  MCtracto  of  my  def^wtebes  are  here  quoted,  wMk 
having  been  already  submitted  to  the  reader,  it  wmM  bt 
tedious  to  repeat.] 
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I  Imve  now  recapitulated  to  your  Lordship  a  plain 
itatemeni  of  the  fiolicy  and  principles  which  have 
regulated  my  proceedings;  and,  without  advocating 
any  political  theory,  I  only  refer  to  the  practical 
fmmJtt  «f  the  conciliatory  system  which  has  been 
adi^ited  in  Lower  Canada,  and  of  the  non-conciliatory 
qfitem  which  has  been  adopted  in  Upper  Canada, 
and  respectfully  say  to  your  Lordship,  ''  Look  on 
tUt  picture  and  on  that  !'* 

As  far  as  regards  your  Lordship's  approbation  of 
my  services,  I  have  every  reason  to  be  grateful  for 
tks  terms  in  which  it  has  been  expressed,  and  for  the 
^Mnction  which  his  late  Majesty  has  graciously 
eonforred  upon  me ;  but  I  have  now  arrived  at  the 
pont  of  my  narrative  in  which  I  think  it  will  appear 
what  sort  of  reception  my  principles  and  policy  have 
with  firom  the  Colonial  Office. 


[Long  extracts  of  my  despatches,  all   complaining  of 
of  support,  are  here  quoted^  but,  as  they  have  been 
■ImsJy  before  the  reader,  it  would  be  tedious  to  repeat 

] 

It  being  very  desirable  that  I  should  secure  the 
of  my  Presiding  Councillor,  the  Honourable 
R.  B.  Sullivan,  a  lawyer  of  considerable  eminence, 
who  of  course  could  not  devote  to  me  his  whole  time 
far  the  councillor's  salary  of  100/.  a-year,  I  gave  him 
an  appointment,  which,  as  he  immediately  quitted  his 
profession,  I  requested  might  be  confirmed.  A  tech- 
nical objection  was  immediately  raised  in  your  Lord- 


ahip^s  office  to  this  reeommeilclatiDn^  aiid»  dioo^I 
earnestly  repeated  it,  Mr*  Sdliran*s  appointment  kMr 
not,  at  the  ezpiralion  of  fourteen  mimdiB,  mmft^- 
been  confirmed.  ^^ 

I  have  now  to  proceed  to  your  Lordaldp'a 
No.  SOO,  dated  14th  July;  1837,  in  which  I 
that  her  Majesty's  Attorney:  and  Solieitor-'Oenenldl> 
this  province,  both  of  whom  were  lately  appoiBfted'l|fv 
me,  have  not  been  confirmed  by  your  Ijordabapir    Mffc 
Presiding  Councillor,  and  both  mylaw  oAeenb  Am 
stand  at  this  moment  before  the  public  in  thccfM  \ 
vocal  situation  of  having  been  countenanced  by  BJH^  i 
and  being  discountenanced  by  the  CoHoiuai  OAM|R|i 
the  moral  of  which  evidently  appears  to  the-  puUiRi: 
to  be,  that  her  Majesty's  Government  haa  no  eoniii 
dence  in  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  this  ptwiacSL'*^' 

My  Lord,  I  refer  with  satia&ction  to  the  dsspalilf 
I  had  the  honour  to  address  to  your  Lordship  on  Ae 
subject  of  the  late  law  appointments,  as  my  conscienea » 
tells  me  that  the  difficult  duty  I  was  then  called  upon;  • 
to  perform  was  executed  with  caution,  reflection,  aaic 
strict  impartiality.  i; 

With  respect  to  the  Attorney-General,  whose  Mm  I 
ings  at  this  moment  must  be  suffering  severely  froai  "li 
the  indignity  which  has  so  publicly  been  offered  It "^ 
him,  I  find  from  your  Lordship's  despatch  thsit  4 
although  it  is  admitted  that  as  the  late  Solicitor-Ga*  J 
neral  of  this  province  he  (Mr.  Hagerman)  had  a  i 
claim  not  to  be  passed  over  on  the  promotion  of  the 
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Attarney-Qeneral,  Mr.  Jameson^  to  be  Vice-Chaii- 
edior  (an  appointment  which  your  Lordship  has 
eonfirmed),  although  your  Lordship  acknowledges 
Mr.  Hagerman's  public  and  private  merit,  as  also 
that  M  Solicitor-General  he  has  afforded  me  the 
olinoBt  support  and  co-operation,  yet,  in  spite  of  all 
ddi,  and  I  must  respectfully  add,  in  spite  of  the  shock 
vUdi  the  marked  disapproval  of  the  Colonial  Mi- 
gives  to  my  administration,  yet  Mr.  Hager- 
t'a  promotion  has  been  publicly  stopped  merely 
baeaoae,  in  some  resolutions  passed  by  the  congre- 
pAm  oi  a  single  church,  in  a  single  town  in  this 
U  it  was  printed  in  a  newspaper  that,  in  a  reli- 
discussion  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  he  uttered 
Mopiiiion  concerning  the  rights  of  the  Church  of 
Scotland  which  was  illegal. 

My  Lord,  the  story  of  Mr.  Hagerman's  conduct 
flo  the  great  subject  of  the  clergy  reserves  was 
Aordy  as  follows :  When  that  question  was  about 
Id  be  brought  before  the  Assembly,  I  foresaw  it 
vould  give  rise  to  a  most  angry  debate,  which  would 
frobably  end  in  nothing.  I,  therefore,  although  I 
hi  BO  precise  instructions  on  the  subject,  determined 
bane  all  the  influence  in  my  power  to  help  the  ques- 
ioB  to  a  conclusion ;  and  I  accordingly  determined 
lb  reoommend  that  the  reserves  should  be  divided 
■Doog  the  churches  of  England,  Scotland,  Rome, 
|ai  Wesleyan  Methodists,  in  the  proportions  which 

u 
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the  population  of  those-gveit  WBli  mlirtwij^  biK  to 
each  other  in  the  motherHmurtrjr^  i    *  •  *  vu; 

On  submitting  this:  ^bttaadk  /fmffom^x^ 
Hagennan,  he  at  once  assented  to.  the  vhvnik  «f  ^V# 
land,  the  church  of  Seodand*. :  and  llw  MiitlwJiil 
sharing  the  reserves ;  but  he  awwad  ta  *um  'thslijt 
less  strong  arguments  jrow. adduced  ^he  pokMM 
conscientiously  be  the  advocale.^tibe  ^nBum^ttHk 
The  more  I  argued  in  favoi».  o£,that  far^oCim 
proposition,  the  more  did '  Mr.  HagenrnW' wg^tMl 
objeetiona  to  it ;  and  I  can  truly  addttthe  mnp>jM4 
respect  him  for  doing  so,.  He.finnly  adhprod  ApJmi 
opinion ;  but  he  conclud«d.  by  ob«erKpigi«)dM4«lM^ 
he  could  not  promise  to  vote  in  javwr  of  .idMi.Gilliliij 
lies,  yet,  for  my  sake,  he  would  letiva  fimn.j 
their  admission.  I  conceived  that,  on.  a  questiaii 
conscience,  Mr,  Hagerman  ought  xhA;  to  bl^ve 
more  than  he  did.  However,  after  all,  the  propottL 
never  came  to  a  division* 

Finding  that  party-feeling  was  running  so  |u|^ 
that  it  was  impossible  for  any  man  breathing  ^ 
guide  it,  I  became  of  opinion  that  it  would  be  fit*v 
dent  to  abandon  the  contest  by  pjacing  the 
at  the  disposal  of  his  Mi^esty,  or,  in  other  wordsi  tf  j 
reinvesting  them  in  the  Grown.  This  propositioa- 
explained  to  Mr.  Hagerman,  who  brought  it 
in  the  House  of  Assembly,  advocated  it  most 
and  failed  in  carrying  it  only  by  one  vote. 


'^ 
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The  gseat  discussion  having  thus  failed,  it  was, 

tlierefore«  abandoned  in  despair  by  all  parties  ;  but  a 

smiorial  was  addressed  to  the  House  of  Assembly 

kf  the  ministers,  elders,  and  congregation  of  Lan* 

«Mter»'  in  connexion  witb  the  Church  of  Scotland, 

ONDidaiDing  that  ^*  there  appeared  to  have  been  an 

mtgamued  tjfstem  pursued^  by  the  different  Provineial 

AdmhUstratianef  of  thwarting  them  in  the  attainment 

rf  their  Just  and  legal  rights:''  that  the  endow* 

Ment  of  the  fifty-seven  rectories  was  '^  unjust^  illegal, 

smd  umeonMlitutkmal r  and  *'  that  your  memoria&ste 

mmplam  espedoBy  of  the  power  which  the  Act  under 

mUek.  these  rectories  have  been  established  gives  to 

lie  Church  of  England,  of  lording  it  over  our  con-- 

edenees,  and  exercising  a  spiritual  tyranny  over  us, 

is  which,  as  conscientiouly  attached  to  the  doctrine, 

iw^pKne,  and  worship  of  the  Presbyterian  church 

w  emmot  submit.'* 

It  was  impossible  for  any  one  acquainted  witli  the 
iriigious  feelings  which  existed  at  that  moment  in 
the  House  of  Assembly  to  read  the  language  of  this 
petition  without  foretelling  that  it  would  be  produc- 
tive of  a  violent  religious  debate :  and,  accordingly, 
'M  soon  as  the  subject  was  broached  the  conflict  be- 
'gUL  Sometimes  the  Scotch  got  uppermost — some- 
limes  the  English — but  what  was  ejaculated  by  either 
I  helieve  no  man  living  can  declare.  However,  it 
Iiappened  that  Mr.  M'Kenzie's  newspaper  came  out 
the  next  day,  and,  as  he  is  not  only  a  Scotchman, 
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but  one  of  Mr.  Hagerman's  bitterest  enemies,  your 
Lordship  may  easily  conceive  that  Mr.  Hagerman'i 
speech  was  purposely  and  mischievously  made  as 
offensive  as  possible  to  the  Scotch.  As  I  never  do 
read  the  debates — ^which  I  know  to  be  inaocuratdy 
reported — I  have  not  the  most  distant  idea  of  wbit 
was  published  on  this  subject,  but  I  understand  it 
was  transferred  from  Mr.  M'Kenzie*s  paper  to 
others ;  and  the  consequence  was,  that  the  congre- 
gation of  St.  Andrew's  Church,  in  the  town  of 
Kingston,  at  an  evening  meeting,  passed  ten  resolu- 
tions, two  of  which  censured  the  Solicitor-General, 
Mr.  Hagerman,  for  the  incorrect  statements  and  in- 
temperate language  he  had  been  declared  to  hare 
uttered  respecting  the  church  and  clergy  of  Scot* 
land.* 

I  have  now  detailed  to  your  Lordship  Mr.  Hage^ 
man's  conduct  as  regards  the  great  question  of  the 
clergy  reserves,  and  I  cannot  but  feel  most  deeply 
the  treatment  he  has  received. 

Mr.  Hagerman's  whole  life  in  this  province  has 
been  one  of  loyalty  to  his  Sovereign,  and  of  national 
attachment  to  the  mother-country. 

In  the  field,  as  well  as  on  the  floor  of  the  House 

*  The  words  imputed  to  Mr.  Hagerman— who  denies  to  htfc 
uttered  them— were  :  "  The  Church  of  Enfs^land  is  the  established 
Church ;  the  Roman  Catholic  Church  is  an  established  Church ;  but 
the  Church  of  Scotland  is  no  more  an  established  Church  than  thtt 
of  any  other  dissenting^body  in  the  province." 
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of  Assembly,  he  has  done  his  duty ;  and  while  the 
fepublican  majority  were  against  him,  night  after 
right  was  he  seen  fearlessly  standing  as  Solicitor- 
General  of  the  province  against  language  wliich 
woM  have  disheartened  almost  any  man. 

On  the  [NPomotion  of  the  Attorney-General  he  na- 
toraDy  looked  for  distinction  and  reward  ;  but  it  is 
rickening  to  the  heart  to  observe  that  all  his  services 
have  been  forgotten,  that  he  has  been  publicly  dis- 
countenanced by  the  Government  he  had  served,  for 
ao  other  reason  than  because,  by  some  channel  or 
(Hther,  a  newspaper  account  of  a  common  religious 
squabble  was  allowed  to  enter  the  Colonial  Office ! 
My  Lord,  this  very  man,  M'Kenzie,  who  published 
the  statement  to  which  I  allude,  is  known  to  every 
<me  to  be  the  disseminator  of  falsehoods  of  the 
grossest  description,  and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  say- 
ing that  no  man's  character  or  promotion  is  safe  in 
this  province  if  extracts  from  his  newspaper  are  to 
be  received  at  the  Colonial  Office  as  evidence  of 
guilt.*     But   even  supposing  the  speeches  of  the 


^  As  a  specimen  of  Mr.  M*Kenzie*B  falsehoods,  I  may  state  that 
«ne  morniDg,  while  I  was  at  Toronto,  there  appeared  in  his  paper  a 
detailed  account  of  my  having  heen  taken  hefore  a  magistrate  in  the 
province  for  horse- stealing.  Minute  circumstances  were  detailed,  my 
examination  was  given,  and  eventuaUy  the  words  hy  which  it  was 
slated  I  had  at  last  made  myself  known  to  the  magistrate. 

The  story  from  beginning  to  end  being  a  falsehood,  Mr.  M'Keniie 
was  asked  how  he  could  possibly  have  made  such  a  statement,  to 
which  he  answered,  *'  Oh,  it  served  my  purpose  /**  which  was,  to 
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members  of  the  House  of  AaseaiUy  wera'ixnmetl)r 
reported,  surely  it  cannot  be  derirabla'to  estadWA  «* 
a  precedent  that  every  word  lliat  in  thellieakof'ttid^ 
bate  may  be  uttered  by  a  member  op  the  floo^nftm 
House,  flies  to  the  Colonial  Office^  to  amer-in  |ii|^ 
ment  against  him,  in  case  hifc  heiiBcouimeriiei.ftr 
reward.  But  in  this  particdar'  ease)  of  Mr«  HigM# 
man*s  a  inost  singular  circumataniM :  has  oiMMMtifr 
The  stat^nent  concerning  the  rectoiiea  snbnillM'llj^ 
your  Lordship  for  opinion  ia  tiiei  crowanofkMstif 
England  has  completely  ovedooked  iiociA-Baiiuiialii' 
despatches,  dated  2nd  Aprils  1818r«id*4l2nd  Ulfi 

■ 

1825,  which  contain  the  very  isnthority  iar  qieittflai. 
The   decisloo   of  the  crown. .officers  cf  Engbidtf 
consequently  erroneous ; .  and»  tin  readings  the  d# 
spatches  alluded  to,  your  Lordship  *wfll  atoneepar^ 
ceive  that  what  they  declare  to  be  '^  iiQtYalid'erlniir 
ful "  is  in  fact  both  one  and  the  other.    This  ensr 
may  throw  the  whole  of  this  province  into  commotioD 
and  I  mention  this  circumstance  as  a  strong  proof 
that,  as  mistakes,  even  in  deliberately  written  docor 
ments,  must  occasionally  occur,  how  hard  it  is  to 
punish  the  Attorney-General  of  Upper  Canada  for  as 
illegal  opinion,  which  is  merely  reported  in  a  newih 
paper  to  have  escaped  him  in  the  anger  of  debsl^i 
and  which  after  all  he  denies  to  have  utterbd.   i^ 

circulate  the  libel  in  the  back  woods.  It  boweTor  went  maeh  fbite. 
for  it  got  into  the  London  '  Times  *  newspaper,  and  oonisqiM^f 
went  vound  the  world. 
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{  respeetfuUy  submit  that  your  Lordship  should 
dok  to  the  lieutenant-Goyernor,  and  not  to  the  edi- 
MS  'of  provincial  nevrspapers,  for  the  fitness  and 
slamoter  of  an  Attorney-General  to  the  Crown.        y 

I  have  already  stated  to  your  Lordship  that  I  have 

w}j  oflidal  acquaintance  with  Mr.  Hagerman,  but  I 

ietflky  feel  for  him^  because  I  know  him  to  have 

KTved  fiuithfully,  and  it  is  my  duty  to  protect  those 

vho  have  honestly  served  the  King's  Government. 

^.Of  the  Solicitor-General,  W.  H.  Draper,  who  is 

also  another  public  sufferer    from  this  newspaper 

Nfort,  I  have  but  little  to  say,  as  your  Lordship  has 

jut  had  an  opportunity  of  judging  for  yourself  how 

far  the  description  I  had  given  to  your  Lordship  of 

diit  gentleman  was  correct.     He  has  said  not  one 

vord  to  me  on  the  subject  of  his  appointment  as 

Sdlieitoc-General  not  having  been  confirmed,  but  I 

know  that  he  must  feel  deeply  mortified. 

•  As  far  as  regards  my  government,  the  non-confirm- 

ition  of  my  law  officers  shakes  it  to  the  founder 

(m — it  encourages  the  republicans — it  disheartens 

tbe  constitutionalists. 

The  despatch  in  which  your  Lordship  informs  me 
of  the  reasons  which  have  arrested  the  appointments 
QfAe  Attorney  and  Solicitor-^ General  of  this  province 
Qooeludes  by  your  Lordship  announcing  to  me  the 
teireof  her  Majesty's  Government  that  Mr.  Marshal 
Spring  Bidwell,  the  leader  of  the  republican  party  of 
ftift  province,  should,  contrary  to  my  recommendation, 
^  raised  to  the  bench  ! 
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My  Lord,  among  the  various. difteuk  dmiea  vUdii 
I  am  called  upon  to  perform,  there  is  no  one  wkink 
requires  cooler  judgment  than  the  impartial  scleelioa 
of  individuals  for  office  :  the  duty  is  at  all  tioMsil- 
vidiouB,  but  there  is  no  part  of  it  more  painfiil  t»  iqr 
feelings  than  the  bad  custom  which  exists  of  gtmgA 
description  of  the  various  individuals  to  her  Msjni||'i 
Government ;  and  I  have  often  almost  delenUMi  # 
request  that,  so  long  as  confidence  be  reposed  ia  ipft 
my  appointments  may  be  confirmed  on  the  fiuth  ef  Jf 
recommendation. 

To  describe  behind  his  back  the  character  of  eMf 
individual  selected  for  office,  as  well  as  lejeelei  If 
me — to  point  out  the  qualifications  of  the  one,aaiti 
record  for  ever  the  fidlings  of  the  other — is  an  come 
pation  revolting  to  my  feelings ;  for,  however  vklsali^ 
a  man  may  have  opposed  the  King's  Govemniail»li 
paint  all  his  faults,  to  delineate  all  his  wiiihIiimiw^ 
and  to  make  accusations  against  him,  which  I  ksov 
he  has  no  power  to  contradict,  is  a  service  which  1 
think  no  man  of  honour  should  ever  be  called  upoo 
to  perform.  In  the  case  of  Mr.  Bidwell,  I  drew  Ui 
character  to  your  Lordship  with  a  light,  and  I  snut 
say  a  feeling  hand ;  I  wished  to  avmd  saying  move 
of  him  than  was  absolutely  necessary  to  show  yoV' 
Lordship  that  I  had  sufficient  reasons  for  not  haTisg 
selected  him  for  promotion. 

I  accordingly  acknowledged  Mr.  Bidwell's  ability 
and  moral  character,  but  added,  ^'j^et,  anjnouM  u$  I 
am  to  give  to  talent  i7*  due,  I  cannot  but  feel  th^t 
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Ae  welfare  and  honour  of  this  province  depend  on  hie 
Mtgeety  never  promoting  a  disloyal  man'' 

"  /  therefore  consider  that  publicly  to  elevate  Mr. 
BidweU  to  the  bench,  would  deprive  me  of  the  respect 
mid  confidence  of  the  people  of  this  province'' 

I  certainly  considered  that  the  whole  tenor  of  my 
ohervations  respecting  Mr.  Bidwell  would  have  sa- 
tisfied her  Majesty's  Government  that,  in  not  select- 
ing him  for  promotion,  I  had  reluctantly  performed 
I  necessary  duty :  however,  having  failed  in  my  ex- 
pectations, I  have  now  to  detail  to  your  Lordship 
orcumstances  respecting  this  gentleman  which  it  is 
Host  painful  to  me  to  record. 

Mr.  Bidwell's  father,  who  was  a  prominent  mem- 
W  in  Congress,  was  long  distinguished  in  the  United 
Stites  for  his  detestation  of  Great  Britain.  After 
having  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  the  Re- 
public, and  of  abjured  allegiance  to  the  Crown  of 
England,  it  became  necessary  for  him,  on  account  of 
conduct  which  I  need  not  relate,  to  abscond  from  jus- 
tice; and  being,  in  consequence,  outlawed  by  the 
States,  he  became  an  inhabitant  of  Upper  Canada. 

On  being  called  upon  by  Sir  Gordon  Drummond, 
during  the  invasion  of  this  country  by  the  Americans, 
to  take  the  oath  of  allegiance  to  our  Sovereign,  he  at 
fint  refused,  claiming  to  be  a  natural-born  British 
subject ;  but,  it  being  resolutely  required  of  him,  he 
<lid  so,  protesting,  however,  to  the  magistrate,  that 
^he  oath  was  not  binding,  inasmuch  as  it  had  been 


oompubory;  «iid,i«r.l^ang  wluwdl  jm  a  nw— jhni  rf 
the  Provincial  Parliameiit,  ^he  wtm  expellad,  .^li 
ntver  M-elected.  TV>  the  last  ihonr  of 'Ids-^li&lai 
hatred  to  tiie  British  oooBtitiitioa  warn  flODBfateMtMB 
unchanged.  ntu 

ffii  principlea  were  inherited'»byfai8  am^wfaM 
talents,  as  your  Lordship  perfesdy  well  knofwir  httm 
heen  unceasingly  exerted  in  >qidwfoiiLiaig;  4^  sib* 
verting  the  oonstitiitimi,  ^to  dedirmie  OQr*8o«eMfi 
firom  this  portion  of  his  jdominioBs. .  :He  hMbsenAn 
unlared  advocate  of  .republican  govommeot^faoiigi. 
his  ability,  and  by  his  ekH|U0a«»,  ^he  roa^tohaMMi 
the  leader  of  the  republican  parly^  and  efentndfy.tft 
became  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly* 

Whenever  he  bad  an  opportuni^ of  eipiesiiil 
Us.  sentimentSi  they  were  in  &voiir  of  an  ELtiliMI 
li^slative  Council,  of  an  Ezeentive  CoumbiI  **  raqiw» 
sible  to  the  people"*— and,  just  as  I  was  arriving  it 
Upper  Canada,  he  declared  in  the  House  of  AssemUft 
that  ''  the  King  had  insulted  the  Legislature  by  ap* 
poiuting  Commissioners  to  inquire  into  the  aftiit 
of  the  province." 

In  -his  capacity  of  Speaker  he  delivered  to  me,- to 
be  transmitted  to  the  King,  one  of  the  most  insultiBg 
addresses  that  ever  has  been  <rffeped  to  the  British  S^ 
vereign.  It  declared  that  I  was  ^'de^thy'  **tyrm^ 
nicai;'  *'  unjust;'  *'  deceitful;'  that  my  conduct  bid 
been  ''derogatory  to  the  honour  of  tike  King;'  "dh 
moralizing  to  the  community;'  and  that  I  had  treated 
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the  people  of  this  province  as  being  **  Utile  better 
Ikmm  a  country  of  rogues  and  fooh.'^ 

Not  aatiBfied  with  this,  Mr.  Bidwell,  on  the  last 
night  of  the  session,  presented  to  the  House  of  As- 
sembly a.  traitorous  communication  addressed  to  him 
fitmi  his  fellow-labourer  and  colleague  Mr.  Speaker 
Papineau. 

This  letter  impeached  the  King's  ministers,  ac- 
cmed  your  Lordship  of  **  arrogancer  termed  the 
Royal  Commissioners  the  King's  ''  deceitful  agents,'^ 
and  was  -altogether  of  a  purely  rebellious  character. 
On  my  dissoMng  the  parliament  and  appealing  to 
the  people  of  Upper  Canada  for  redress,  they  com* 
pletely  overturned  the  republican  party  in  general, 
and  Mr.  Bid  well  in  particular.  In  vain  he  attempted 
to  retain  his  station,  but  he  was  driven  by  the  people 
not  only  from  the  Speakership,  but  from  the  House 
of  Assembly  itself — in  fact,  he  actually  lost  his  elec- 
tion. 

My  Lord,  the  whole  of  the  above  facts  are  known 
ta  yoor  Lordship,  and  yet  in  the  very  same  despatch 
in  which  I  learn  that  the  promotion  of  her  Majesty's 
Attorney  and  Solicitor-General  has,  after  a  whole 
Hfe  of  loyalty  and  devotion  to  our  Sovereign,  been 
anested,  from  a  newspaper  statement  of  an  erroneous 
qiinion  said  to  have  been  uttered  in  the  heat  of  a 
idigious  debate,  I  am  informed  that,  in  opposition  to 
my  recommendation  to  the  contrary,  it  is  the  vnsh  of 
Her  Majesty's  Government  that  Mr.  Bidwell  should 
be  raised  to  the  bench  ! 
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In  my  fonn^r  despatch  on  this  subject  I  submitted 
to  your  Lordship  that  "pubUcfy  to  raise  Mr.  Btf- 
well  to  the  bench  woiM  deprive  me  of  the  respect  and 
confidence  of  the  people  of  this  province ^  the  welfare 
and  honour  of  which  depended  on  his  Majesty  s  never 
promoting  a  disloyal  man.** 

To  these  principles  and  opinions  I  respectfully  but 
unalterably  adhere ;  and  nothing  is  therefore  left  for 
me  but  to  declare  to  your  Lordship,  with  the  deepest 
regret,  that  so  long  as  I  remain  Lieutenant-Oo?e^ 
nor  of  this  province,  I  will  never  raise  Mr.  Bidwdl 
to  the  bench  ;  and  I  tliink  it  proper  to  confess  to  your 
Lordship  that  I  have  at  this  moment  two  appdnt- 
ments  to  make  of  King's  Counsel,  neither  of  whidi 
can  I,  conscientiously,  bestow  upon  that  gentleman, 
who  has  not,  as  your  Lordship  seems  to  conceive, 
"  at  least  for  the  present  withdrawn  himself  from  f^ 
litical  strife,''  but  who,  in  a  moral  conflict,  has  been 
forcibly  driven  from  the  field :  Seeing  that  I  have  pre- 
vented him  from  becoming  President  of  the  repub- 
lican state  of  Upper  Canada,  he  might  now,  no  doubt, 
be  happy  to  become  a  judge  under  the  monarchy.  I 
know  that  he  expresses  his  regret  at  having  written 
to  your  Lordship  a  letter  of  accusations  against  me, 
which,  when  called  upon  by  your  Lordship's  desire 
to  furnish  me  with  a  copy  of,  he  deemed  it  prudent 
to  decline,  but  he  has  never  yet  publicly  recanted  his 
principles  or  disavowed  his  party,  and  his  name  is  at 
this  moment  appearing  uncontradicted  in  the  Radical 
newspapers  of  this  province  as  follows  : — 
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^Resolved,  that  reposing  the  greatest  confidence 
m  wr/eUow-citizens, — 
John  Rolph,  M.P.P.  {now  an  absconded  traitor) 
Marshall  Spring  Bidwell,  (left  the  province) 
8.  D.  Morrison,  M.P.P.  (tried/or  treason) 
James  Liplic,        ] 
James  H.  Price,  ]  (^«'^«'^^*  republicans) 

John  Edward  Sims,  and 

Robert  M^Kay,  Esquires  ; 

"  If^e  do  hereby  nominate  and  appoint  them  Mem-- 
fcr#  0/  the  Provincial  Convention  for  the  city  oj 
Turonto  ;  carried  unanimously  and  by  acclamation'' 

I  have  now  to  reply  to  your  Lordship's  despatch. 
No.  158,  dat«d  5th  April,  1837,  respecting  Mr.  G. 
Ridoat,  which  involves  constitutional  principles  of 
the  same  vital  importance  as  those  which  relate  to 
Mr.  BidweU. 

Mr.  Ridout's  case  is  shortly  as  follows : — 

On  the  12tfa  July,  1836,  my  Secretary  addressed 
to  Mr.  Ridout  a  letter,  of  which  the  following  is  a 
«^y: — 

Qovemment  House,  July  12,  1836. 
Sir, 

I  am  commanded  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor  to  call 
Jfour  attention  to  the  enclosed  printed  address,  which  has 
Itfely  been  widely  circulated  by  and  "on  behalf"  of  a 
wciety  of  which  it  appears  you  are  an  active  member. 

The  Lieutenant-Governor  desires  me  to  observe  that  the 
laDgoage  contained  in  that  address  has  hitherto  remained 
mnoticed  by  him  only  from  his  determination  not  to  inter- 


fare  with  that  puUio  iwtdist  tbUi  1m  Mt  MaUiit  lb 
country  would  clearly  expreaa;  but  as  Aa-dietiiMitiB 
over,  hiB  Excellency  considers  that  in  oi^der  to  mauitriqslli 
happy  constitution  of  this  province  inviohte  it  is  ■bsehtBly 
necessary,  in  obedience  to  the  King*B  instructiDii8»thrt.ii 
person  should  be  permitted  to  retwi  any  office  of  tmtir 
confidence  under  the  British  Grov^mmeni,  who  atleapli 
(however  unsuccessfully)  to  insult  the  lieiiteiianfti^Miimr 
of  this  province  by  language  aiieh  at  *u  ooBtaiBad  ji^  yaw 
society's  address.  His  Ezedlcncy  ihemfbre  deonsiltt 
painfiil  duty  to  direct,  me  to  infioirm  jaa  that  Vm  Mlj6rtj 
has  no  further  occasion  for  your  services  aa  Judge  ,ef  Ihi 
Niagara  District  Court  and  Justice  of  the  Peace.  "^ 

I  have,  &c 

J.  JoasHL 

On  the  12th  Septem^r,  1836,  I  transmitted  to 
your  Lordship  a  Memorial  fix>m  thia  gentlonvit  pm^ 
plaining  that  he  had  experienced  unjust  Upslwiit 
from  me^  in  having  been  dismissed  from  the  sitasliDBS 
of  Judge  of  the  Dbstrict  Court  of  Niagara,  of  Jusliee 
of  the  Peace,  and  of  Colonel  of  Militia.  Conoaffaig 
that  your  Lordship  had  confidence  in  my  chander 
and  judgment,  and  having  neither  time  nor  inclim- 
tion  to  detail  the  many  reasons  which  had  induced 
me,  after  mature  deliberation,  to  determine  on  Judge 
Ridout's  dismissal,  I  deemed  it  sufficient  merely  to 
inform  your  Lordship 

''That  on  the  27ih  March  last  Mr.  George  Ridoiit» 
heading  the  deputation,  read  that  address  to  me  from  a 
public  meeting  held  at  the  City  Hall,  by  Dr.  0*Gradv. 


(Editor  of  the  Corrnpomdeni  and  Advocate)^  and  others 
which  I  forwarded  to  your  Lordship  on  the  6th  of  April 
lMt»  in  my  despatch  No.  24. 

*' Shortly  afterwards  Mr.  Ridout  made  a  declaration 
wUoh  became  the  subject  of  general  conversation,  that  in 
die  erent  of  his  being  dismissed  by  me  from  office,  *  / 
AomU  deserve  to  be  tarred  and  feathered,  and  that  he 
wemld  lend  a  hand  to  do  bo.* 

"  In  one  of  the  public  offices  at  Toronto  he  declared  that 
we  must  or  should  have  '  War  to  the  knife* 

"  Mr.  Greorge  Ridout  was  a  frequent  attendant  as  well  as 
i|ieaker'at  the  Constitutional  Reform  Society,  from  which 
wa»  widely  circulated  a  printed  address,  signed  by  Dr. 
Baldwin,  of  which  the  following  is  an  extract : 

"'It  is  our  duty  calmly  to  assure  you  that  the  conduct 
of  Sir  F.  jB.  Head  has  been  alike  a  disregard  of  constitu- 
fknal  Government  and  of  candour  and  truth  in  his  state- 
nenU: 

"Mr.  Ridout  declares  he  is  not  a  member  of  this  society, 
Jfi  torn  his  frequent  attendance  and  speaking  at  the 
OMtingB  of  this  society  before  as  well  as  after  it  bad,  for 
ttne  electioneering  purpose,  changed  its  name  (only  a  few 
veeb  ago)  from  the ''Alliance*'  to  the  *' Constitutional 
Reform  Society,*'  I  felt  I  had  a  right  to  consider  him  as  an 
«cti?e  member.  Previous,  however,  to  declaring  him  to  be 
meh  I  took  the  precaution  of  obtaining  a  legal  opinion  on 
tbe  subject,  which  was,  that  Mr.  Ridout  did  appear  to  be 
t&  active  member  of  the  said  society. 

"  It  is  perfectly  true  that  old  Mr.  Ridout  was  a  loyal, 
gentlemanlike,  and  estimable  man,  and  it  was  from  a  bene- 
^oleal  desire  to  reclaim  Mr.  George  Ridout,  his  son,  from 
radical  principles,  that  the  situations  he  held  were  succes- 
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sively  heaped  upon  him  by  Sir  Per^p-ine  Maidand  and  by 
Sir  John  Colborne ;  but  the  more  he  was  faTOured,  the 
more  violent  he  became,  and  when  a  judge  and  colonel  if 
militia  he  talked  about  tarring  and  feathering  the  King*! 
representative,  and  I  considered  it  was  my  duty  to  infonBi 
him  that  his  Majesty  had  no  further  occasion  for  his  servicai. 
*'  I  may  add,  that  shortly  after  my  arrival  here,  I  myself 
took  a  great  deal  of  trouble  to  endeavour  to  reclaim  Mr. 
Greorge  Ridout,  and  kindly  to  persuade  him  of  his  erron, 
but  in  vain." 

In  reply  to  the  above  communicatioa,  which  ooo* 
tained  an  outline  of  the  charges  against  Mr.  Ridout, 
as  well  as  what  he  has  alleged  in  his  defence,  your 
Lordship  was  pleased  to  command  me  to  replace  Mn 
Ridout  in  the  various  employments  from  which  be 
had  been  removed.  It  being  utterly  impossible  fi>r 
me  to  obey  this  order,  and  retain  my  authority  in  tlie 
province,  I  immediately  addressed  to  your  Lordship 
a  very  long  despatch,  No.  13,  dated  5th  February, 
1837,  to  which  I  particularly  beg  leave  to  refer  your 
Lordship,  showing  your  Lordship,  that  far  from  hav- 
ing acted  liastily,  I  had  not  dismissed  Judge  Ridout 
until  I  had  consulted  and  received  the  concurrent 
advice  of  the  Attorney-General  of  this  province,  as 
also  of  my  Executive  Council. 

I  also  referred  your  Lordship  to  an  extraordinary 
document  in  my  favour,  transmitted  by  the  House 
of  Assembly  not  only  to  your  Lordship  but  to  both 
Houses  of  the  Im[)erial  Parliament,  of  which  the 
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kXkmiog  is  an  extract :  -^ ''  Few  governors  of  a 
colony  were  ever  placed  in  circumstances  of  greater 
diieiiky  than  those  which  assailed  Sir  Francis  Head 
vidm  three  months  of  bis  assuming  the  government 
of  this  province ;  and  it  is  perhaps  not  too  much  to 
Wff  that  no  man  could  have  met  those  difficulties, 
mgmenmsfy  and  unreasonably  thrown  in  his  way, 
with  more  temper,  firmness,  and  judgment,  than  he 
did." 

My  despatch  contained  many  other  documents, 
all  supporting  me  in  the  course  I  had  adopted ;  how* 
ever,  after  having  maturely  considered  this  evidence, 
your  Lordship  was  pleased  again  to  reply,  that  you 
**  felt  it  your  duty  still  to  withhold  your  approbation 
cf  the  measures  adopted  in  Mr.  Ridout's  case." 

It  is  useless  for  me  to  presume  to  argue  any  longer 
with  your  Lordship,  or  with  Mr.  Ridout,  on  this  sub- 
ject, Mr.  Ridout  resting  his  whole  defence  upon  two 
^pdbbles: — Ist,  That  he  was  not  a  member  of  the 
Constitutional  Reform  Society,  which  I  have  always 
admitted,  having  merely  said  that,  by  constantly 
irttending  and  speaking  there^  he  appeared  to  be  a 
ttember ;  and,  2nd,  That  he  opposed  the  name  of 
Ai  society  being  changed  from  the  '*  Alliance  So- 
ciety" to  the  "Constitutional  Reform  Society;" — 
viiidli  latter  argument,  as  I  have  already  explained 
to  your  Lordship,  is  the  same  as  if  a  clergyman,  on 
being  expelled  by  his  bishop  for  attending  an  irreli- 
{ioos  meeting,  were  to  prove  that  he  had  opposed 
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the  society  becoming  deistical,  because'  he  wislMi  it 
to  remain  atheistical. 

I  have  no  further  accusations  to  make  against  Mr. 
Ridout ;  I  have  nothing  further  to  urge  against  wki 
he  has  said  in  his  defence,  but  having,  as  Lieutenant- 
Governor,  by  the  advice  of  my  Council,  deliberatelf 
selected  him  for  punishment*  as  the  most  iotem- 
perate  of  my  opponents,  I  feel  it  necessary,  as  in  tk 
case  of  Mr.  Bidwell,  respectfully,  but  explidtly»l» 
declare  to  your  Lordship,  that,  so  long  as  I  tti 
deemed  competent  to  l>e  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Ail 
province,  I  decline  to  have  any  further  comrouBi* 
cation  with  Mr.  Ridout,  and  must  decline  to  reshw 
him  to  the  stations  from  which  I  have  removed  turn. 

My  Lord,  I  have  many  similar  subjects  to  tboM 
which  I  have  already  introduced,  but  will  troubb 
your  Lordship  with  only  one  more,  namely,  yov 
Lordship's  despatch  of  the  6th  June,  1837,  in  wbick 
I  am  censured  by  your  Lordship  for  not  having  seit 
Mr. with  my  despatches  respecting  the  mo- 
netary aflfairs  of  Upper  Canada,  instead  of  the 
Hon.  W.  H.  Draper,  a  member  of  my  EIxecutiTe 
Council. 

Your  Liordship  is  already  aware  that  Mr.  — -v 
as  a  member  of  my  late  Executive  Council,  sigoiA 
that  hostile  document  which  involved  me  in  one  4 
the  greatest  struggles  recorded  in  the  Colonial  Qffiee^ 
and  that  he  was  subsequently  appointe<1,  by  the  lale 
House  of  Assembly,  as  an  associate  with  Mr. 
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wdl  and  others,  to  meet  Mr.  Papineau  and  others* 
on  the  part  of  Lower  Canada. 

I  ha¥e    never    complained  to  your  Lordship  of 

Mr. ,   or  have  ever  shown  hira  any  feeling  of 

hostility ;  but  to  have  selected  him  out  of  the  whole 
fffovinoe  as  my  messenger  to  your  Lordship,  in  pre- 
fiMvnce  to  the  confidential  members  of  my  own 
Council,  would  have  been  an  act  of  inconsistency, 
which  would  have  deprived  me  of  the  confidence  of 
this  eoontry. 

It  was  with  regret  I  observed  that,  after  I  had  sent 
from  Upper  Canada  to  your  Lordship  Mr.  Draper, 
as  a  member  of  my  government,  possessing  my  con- 
dence,  that  that  gentleman  should  have  been  allowed 
to  return  without  being  the  bearer  to  me  of  a  single 
fine  from  your  Lordship  on  the  subject  of  his  especial 
mission,  or  any  other  subject,  and  yet  that  despatches, 
in  which  Mr.  Draper  himself  was  particularly  con- 
coned  and  even  named,  were  given  to  a  military 
oficer  who  was  a  passenger  in  the  very  same  packet 
with  Mr.  Draper. 

*  It  is  perfectly  well  known  in  your  Lordship's  office 
that  in  a  colony  very  considerable  importance  is 
assumed  by  any  one  who  has  the  honour  to  be  bearer 
of  your  Lordship's  despatehes  to  the  Lieutenant- 
Goremor,  and  I  need  not  say  that  these  despatches 
having  been  withheld  from  my  Executive  Councillor, 
and  given  to  another,  forms  one  of  the  proceedings  of 
the  Colonial  Department,  which,  to  the  people  of  this 
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proYince,  appears  as  if  it  were  intended  to  diaoounto* 
nance  my  administration. 

My  Lord,  I  have  now  finished  my  statement,  and, 
although  I  am  sensible  it  may  ofiPend  your  Lordship 
yet  I  have  the  consolation  of  reflecting  that  I  have 
acted  on  the  defensive  solely  for  the  benefit  of  tiui 
noble  province. 

I  have  no  complaints  whatever  to  make  agaioit 
your  Lordship,  whose  intentions  I  am  perfecdy  con- 
fident are  pure  and  just ;  but  it  is  impossible  for  me 
to  observe  the  support  which,  not  only  in  this  pro- 
vince, but  elsewhere,  is  invariably  given  to  therepob* 
lican  party,  and  tlie  discouragement  which  is  sbova 
to  the  supporters  of  the  British  constitution,  withost 
becoming  of  opinion,  that  in  the  Colonial  Office  aa 
invisible  republican  influence  exists  under  whidi 
Governor  after  Governor  has  succumbed. 

It  may  be  said  that  no  one  of  the  statements  I  haie 
made,  taken  separately,  supports  so  serious  an  acd- 
sation,  and  freely  I  admit  it ;  but  I  ask  your  Lordship 
to  consider  whether  the  innumerable  official  obstntf- 
tions  which  I  have  found  in  my  path  could  all  posaiUy 
have  come  there  by  chance  ? 

Whatever  may  be  the  opinion  of  her  Majesty'i 
Government  on  this  subject,  I  do  declare  to  yoir 
Lordship  that  I  join  the  loyal  British  population  of 
the  Canadas  in  believing  that  such  obstructions  ban 
been  intentional,  and  that  any  Governor  who  acts  as  I 
have  done,  although  he  may  receive  honours  from  his 
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BOfereign,  and  thanks  from  the  Colonial  Minister,  will 
experience,  as  I  have  done,  an  intangible  power  which, 
tkmgh  it  never  looks  him  in  the  face,  will  unequivo- 
4%  decree, — 

**  I  will  drain  him  dry  as  hay- 
Sleep  shall  neither  night  nor  day 
Hang  upon  his  penthouse  lid ; 
He  shall  live  a  man  forbid ; 
Weaiy  seven  nights  nine  times  nine, 
Shall  he  dwindle,  peak,  and  pine." 

My  Lord,  I  can  truly  say  that  my  spirits,  as  well 
ttmy  strength,  are  worn  out  by  the  minute  vexations 
1  Jiave  met  with,  and  among  them  there  is  nothing 
^  I  feel  more  deeply  than  the  mortification  which 
ikose  who  have  faithfully  served  the  King's  Govern- 
iKQt  are  now  feeling  at  the  non-confirmation  of  their 
^^intments.  I  am  not,  however,  writing  under 
the  influence  of  temper,  but  my  judgment  calmly 
warns  me  that  it  is  impossible  for  any  government 
«  earth  to  be  carried  on  without  the  maintenance  of 
I  finn  and  consistent  system  of  rewards  and  punish- 
iiaits,  and  that,  if  the  Colonial  Office  reward  those  I 
punish,  and  punish  those  whom  I  reward,  my  autho- 
rity here,  as  well  as  my  character,  must  be  ruined. 

I  have  not  been  hasty  either  in  my  opinions  or  in 
Mf  measures,  for  from  the  moment  of  my  arrival  to 
the  porefient  day,  my  despatches  have  invariably  ex- 
fiBBsed  to  your  Lordship  sentiments  such  as  are 
contained  in  the  following  extract,  which  was  ad- 
dressed to  your  Lordship  ^seventeen  tnonths  ago. 
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"  It  is  out  of  my  power  to  describe  to  your  Lord* 
ship,  without  the  appearance  of  exaggeratioiii  the 
joy  and  gladness  expressed  to  me  by  all  parties  rt 
the  constitutional  resistance  I  have  made.  But  I 
will  not  conceal  from  your  Lordship  that  there  is  one 
question  at  this  moment  in  almost  everybody's  moiitli, 
namely,  *  Wtll  the  Ueuf. 'Governor  be  supported  kf 
the  Home  Government  ?'  *  He  never  will  T  siy 
the  Radicals  ;  *  We  fear  he  will  not  !*  say  tfcc 
Constitutionalists. 

'^  Your  Lordship  has  to  settle  this  question ;  and,  is 
my  humble  opinion,  upon  your  decision  rests  ov 
possession  of  the  Canadas." 
^  With  the  deepest  regret,  I  have  at  last  beendrim 
deliberately  to  refuse  to  carry  into  effect  your  Lord- 
ship's instructions,  and  having  done  so,  and  having 
avowed  opinions  hostile  to  the  colonial  policy,  M 
which  I  can  assure  your  Lordship  are  accompanied 
with  no  angry  feelings  towards  any  man,  I  feel  it  to 
be  a  duty  which  I  owe  to  your  Lordship,  as  well  as  to 
myself,  respectfully  to  request  that  your  Lordship 
will  be  pleased  immediately  to  tender  to  her  Majesty 
my  resignation  of  the  station  which  I  have  the  honour 
to  hold. 

My  Lord,  I  belong  to  no  political  party  in  Eng- 
land ;  and  even  if  i  did,  the  British  distinction  b^ 
tween  Wliig  and  Tory,  like  our  London  fog,  don 
not  cross  the  Atlantic.  The  two  parties  here  are 
constitutionalists  on  the  one  side,  and  democrats  oo 
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lb  other.  The  dispute  on  this  continent  is  not,  as 
it  18  in  England,  which  of  two  parties  shall  attain 
ifafr  honour  of  conducting  the  government  of  their 
6o?efeign;  but  here  the  great  mass  of  society  is 
Itriving  to  secure  to  their  children  the  blessings  of 
tiie  British  constitution,  which  a  small  party,  from 
ielf»interested  motives,  is  endeavouring  to  pull  down. 
Tke  idle,  the  profligate,  and  the  unprincipled,  see 
Aat  democracy  in  the  United  States  is  rapidly  hurry- 
ing to  anarchy,  and  they  well  know,  or  rather  they 
ledkon,  that  anarchy,  or,  in  other  words,  plunder,  is 
^  shortest  method  of  obtaining  wealth. 

I  have  with  attention  personally  observed  the 
rffeets  of  democracy  in  both  continents  of  Ame- 
IM,  and,  having  reason  to  feel  deeply  attached  to  the 
people  of  Upper  Canada,  I  have  determined  for  their 
vdl£u:e  to  do  all  in  my  humble  power  to  arrest  a 
tNurse  of  policy  which  in  my  opinion  has  long 
tended  to  the  subversion  on  this  continent  of  British 
ktttitutions. 

No  (me  can  read  an  account  of  the  early  stages  of 
Ike  American  Revolution,  without  being  struck  with 
the  resemblance  of  much  that  we  now  witness  to  that 
unfortunate  period  of  our  history. 

It  was  then  a  capital  error  in  the  Government  of 
tbe  mother-country,  that  they  seemed  to  believe  the 
Americans  to  be  sincerely  contending  for  the  single 
object  of  freedom  from  taxation  by  the  British  Par- 
Sament,  and  they  imagined  that  by  renouncing  that 
)ower,  and  by  disabling  themselves  (by  18  Geo.  III.) 
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from  raifiiog  money  in  the  Giioiiies,  even  for  tk 
necessary  support  of  the  Government^  they  would 
overcome  all  difficulties.  But  it  was  soon  efideot 
that  the  outcry  raised  about  taxation  was  hnitb 
means  to  another  end.  Separation  from  the  nlodle^ 
country  viras,  from  the  first,  the  self-interested  objeA 
of  the  few  ruling  demagogues  who  gave  the  im- 
pulse ;  and  they  persevered  ju6t  as  resolutely  0^ 
th^  ostensible  ground  of  difference  had  ben  le* 
nounced  as  before^  The  Ciovernmefnt  soon  leant 
,  that  their  measure  of  conciliation  availed  them  nh 
thing. 

So  here,  in  our  time,  the  Government  has  gone 
back  step  by  step  for  years,  giving  ground  beibfe 
the  pretensions  of  Mr.  Papineau  and  the  AssemUy^ 
however  insolently  advanced;  weakening  by  each 
concession  the  confidence  of  the  King's  loyal  aoi 
attached  subjects,  and  encouraging  as  well  tf 
strengthening  an  unprincipled  faction  avowedly  hos- 
tile to  British  rule.  No  approach  to  an  amicable 
adjustment  has  followed  any  or  all  of  these  cou- 
cessions.  On  the  contrary,  they  have  been  so  many 
unprofitable  sacrifices  of  principles  and  usages  ne- 
cessary to  the  maintenance  of  good  government, 
and  at  the  last  an  end  is  arrived  at,  when  the  King's 
Ministers  are  reduced  to  choose  between  an  unequi- 
vocal and  direct  violation  of  the  Colonial  Constitu- 
tion, or  an  abandonment  of  the  power  of  governing- 
A  firm  determination  early  evinced  to  yield  nothing 
to  clamour,  to  surrender  nothing  for  the  mere  sake  of 
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Conciliation,  would  have  secured  to  the  Goveriiinent 
dw  respect  of  all  classes,  and  would  have  averted  the 
Deeessity  of  resorting  to  measures  which  admit  in 
pmeiple  of  no  defence. 

Whatever  may  have  been  the  brilliant  theory  of 
lobverting  the  British  Constitution  in  America,  we 
irfio  are  living  on  this  continent  clearly  see  before  our 
gyw  its  effects ;  namely^  that  in  the  United  States 
llie  will  of  the  people  has  become  stronger  than  the 
power  of  the  law.  Public  credit,  life,  and  property 
iMmg  therefore  upon  the  conduct  of  a  dense  mass  of 
men,  in  no  one  of  whose  hands  can  it  be  wise  that 
roch  vast  interests  should  be  committed.  The  only 
remedy  is  in  a  revolution,  of  which  it  is  easier  to 
foresee  the  beginning  than  the  end. 

To  $ave  the  people  of  Upper  Canada  from  follow^ 
kg  in  the  footsteps  of  the  United  States,  has  been 
^  object  of  every  act  of  my  administration. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
My  Lord, 
Your  Lordship's 
Most  obedient  Servant, 

F.  B.  Head. 


No.  132. 

My  Lord,  Toronto,  Dec.  19,  1837. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordship  that 
m  Monday,  4th  inst.,  this  city  was,  in  a  moment  of 
irofound  peace»  suddenly  invaded  by  a  band  of  armed 
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rebels,  amounting,  according  to  report,  to  3000  men 
(but  in  actual  fact  to  about  500),  and  conmianded  fay 
Mr.  M'Kenzie,  the  editor  of  a  republican  newspaper; 
Mr.  Van  Egmond,  an  officer  who  had  served  under 
Napoleon ;  Mr.  Gibson,  a  land-surveyor ;  Mr. 
Liount,  a  blacksmith ;  Mr.  Loydd,  and  some  otfaer 
notorious  characters. 

Having,  as  I  informed  your  Lordship  in  my  de- 
spatch. No.  119,  dated  3rd  ultimo,  purposely  effected 
the  withdrawal  of  her  Majesty's  troops  from  tibii 
province,  and  having  delivered  over  to  the  civil  autko- 
rities  the  whole  of  the  arms  and  accoutrements  I  pos- 
sessed, I  of  course  found  myself  nithout  any  defence 
whatever,  excepting  that  which  the  loyalty  and  fidelity 
of  the  province  might  think  proper  to  a£Pord  me. 
The  crisis,  important  as  it  was,  was  one  I  had  kng 
earnestly  anticipated,  and  accordingly  I  no  sooner 
received  the  intelligence  that  the  rebels  were  withio 
four  miles  of  the  city,  than,  abandoning  the  Govern- 
ment House,  I  at  once  proceeded  to  the  City  Hall,  in 
which  about  4000  stand  of  arms  and  accoutrements 
had  been  deposited. 

One  of  the  first  individuals  I  met  there,  with  a 
musket  on  his  shoulder,  was  the  Chief  Justice  of  the 
province,  and  in  a  few  minutes  I  found  myself  8U^ 
rounded  by  a  band  of  brave  men,  who  were  of  course 
unorganized,  and,  generally  speaking,  unarmed. 

As  the  foregoing  statement  is  an  unqualified  ad- 
mission on  my  part  that  I  was  completely  surprised 
by  the  rebels,  I  think  it  proper  to  remind,  rather  than 
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to  explain,  to  your  Lordship,  the  course  of  policy  I 
have  been  pursuing. 

In  my  despatch.  No.  124,  dated  18th  ult.,  I  re- 
spectfully stated  to  your  Lordship,  as  my  opinion, 
tliat  a  civil  war  must  henceforward  everywhere  be  a 
monX  one,  and  that,  in  this  hemisphere  in  particular^ 
victory  must  eventually  declare  itself  in  favour  of 
moral,  and  not  of  physical  preponderance. 

£intertaining  these  sentiments,  I  observed  with 
satisfaction  that  Mr.  M'Kenzie  was  pursuing  a  law- 
less course  of  conduct  which  I  felt  it  would  be  impo- 
litic for  me  to  arrest. 

For  a  long  time  he  had  endeavoured  to  force  me  to 
buoy  him  up  by  a  Government  prosecution,  but  he 
sunk  in  proportion  as  I  neglected  him,  until  becom- 
ing desperate,  he  was  eventually  driven  to  reckless 
behaviour,  which  I  felt  confident  would  very  soon 
create  its  own  punishment. 

The  traitorous  arrangements  he  made  were  of  that 
mioate  nature  that  it  would  have  been  difficult,  even 
if  I  had  desired  it,  to  have  suppressed  them  ;  for 
instance,  he  began  by  establishing  union  lists  (in 
number  not  exceeding  forty)  of  persons  desirous  of 
]>olitical  reform ;  and  who,  by  an  appointed  secretary, 
Wire  recommended  to  communicate  regularly  with 
InoMelf,  for  the  purpose  of  establishing  a  meeting  of 
delegates. 

As'soon  as^  by  most  wicked  misrepresentations, 
^  had   succeeded   in   seducing  a  number  of  well- 
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liieaning  people  to  join  these  squads,  his  next  step 
was  to  prevail  upon  a  few  of  them  to  attend  their 
meetings  armed,  for  the  alleged  purpose  of  firing  at 
a  mark. 

While  these  meetings  were  in  continuance,  Mr. 
M^Kensde,  by  means  of  his  newspaper,  and  byooo* 
stant  personal  attendance,  succeeded  in  inducing  hit 
adherents  to  believe  that  he  was  everywhere  stroiigly 
supported,  and  that  his  means,  as  well  as  his  forees, 
woidd  prove  invincible. 

I  was  not  ignorant  of  these  proceedings ;  and  in 
proportion  as  Mr.  M'Kenzie's  paper  became  mm 
and  more  seditious,  and  in  proportion  as  these  armed 
meetings  excited  more  and  more  alarm,  I  wai 
strongly  and  repeatedly  called  upon  by  the  peaeeaUe 
portion  of  the  commuuity  forcibly  to  suppress  bodi 
the  one  and  the  other.  I  considered  it  better^  how* 
ever,  under  all  circumstances^  to  await  the  outbreak, 
which  I  wa8  confident  would  be  impotent,  inversely 
as  it  was  previously  opposed ;  in  short,  I  considered 
that,  if  an  attack  by  the  rebels  was  inevitable,  the 
more  I  encouraged  them  to  consider  me  defenceless 
the  better. 

Mr.  M'Kenzie,  under  these  favourable  circmn* 
stances,  having  been  freely  permitted  by  me  to  make 
every  preparation  in  his  power,  a  concentration  of 
his  deluded  adherents,  and  an  attack  upon  the  city 
of  Toronto,  was  secretly  settled  to  take  place  on  the 
night  of  the  19th  instant.     However,  in  consequence 
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of  a  militia  general  order  which  I  issued,  it  was 
deemed  advisable  that  these  arrangements  should  be 
hurried,  and,  accordingly,  Mr.  M'Kenzie's  deluded 
victims,  travelling  through  the  forest  by  cross-roads, 
found  themselves  assembled,  at  about  four  o'clock  in 
the.  evening  of  Monday,  the  4th  instant,  as  rebels,  at 
Montgomery's  Tavern,  which  is  on  the  Yonge  Street 
Macadamized  road,  about  four  miles  from  the  city. 

As  soon  as  they  had  attained  this  position,  Mr. 

M'Kenzie  and  a  few  others,  with  pistols  in  their 

hands,  arrested  every  person  on  the  road,  in  order  to 

prevent  information  reaching  the  town.      Colonel 

Moody,  a  distinguished  veteran  officer,  accompanied 

by  three  gentlemen  on  horseback,  on  passing  Mont* 

gomery's  Tavern,  was  fired  at  by  the  rebels,  and  I 

deeply  regret  to  say  that  the  Colonel,  wounded  in 

tiro  places^  was  taken  prisoner  into  the  tavern,  where 

ia  three  hours  he  died,  leaving  a  widow  and  family 

onprovided  for. 

As  soon  as  this  gallant,  meritorious  officer,  who 
Ittd  honourably  fought  in  this  province,  fell,  I  am 
infimned  that  Mr.  M'Kenzie  exultingly  observed  to 
U9  fdlowers,  ^'  Thatf  as  blood  had  now  been  spilled, 
^  were  in  for  it,  and  had  nothing  left  but  to  ad- 
Mioe."  Accordingly,  at  about  ten  o'clock  at  night 
^  did  advance ;  and  I  was  in  bed  and  asleep  when 
Hr.  Alderman  Powell  awakened  me  to  state  that,  in 
ridiog  out  of  the  city  towards  Montgomery  s  Tavern, 
^  had  been  arrested  by  Mr.  M'Kenzie  and  another 
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principal  leader ;  that  the  former  had  snapped  a 
pistol  at  his  breast ;  that  his  (Mr.  Poi^ell'a)  pistol 
also  snapped,  but  that  he  fired  a  second,  which, 
causing  the  death  of  Mr.  M'Kenzie's  companion,  had 
enabled  him  to  escape. 

As  soon  as  Mr.  Powell  reached  Toronto,  tiie  alarm- 
bell  was  rung,  and,  as  Mr.  M'Kenzie  found  we  might 
be  prepared  for  him,  he  forbore  to  proceed  with  hii 
attack. 

On  arriving  at  the  City  Hall  I  appointed  Mr. 
Justice  Jones,  Mr.  Henry  Sherwood,  Captais 
Strachan,  and  Mr.  John  Robinson,  my  aid-de-camps. 
I  then  ordered  the  arms  to  be  unpacked^  and,  main 
ning  all  the  windows  of  the  building,  as  well  as  those 
of  opposite  houses  which  flanked  it,  we  awaited  the 
rebels,  who,  as  I  have  stated,  did  not  consider  it  ad- 
visable to  advance.  Besides  these  arrangements,  I 
despatched  a  message  to  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of 
Assembly,  Colonel  the  Honourable  Allan  M*Nab,of 
the  Gore  District,  and  to  the  Colonels  of  the  militia 
regiments  in  the  Midland  and  Newcastle  Districts : 
an  advanced  picquet  of  thirty  volunteers,  commanded 
by  my  aid-de-camp,  Mr.  Justice  Jones,  was  placed 
within  a  short  distance  of  the  rebels. 

By  the  following  morning  (Tuesday)  we  mustered 
about  300  men,  and  in  the  course  of  the  day  tbe 
number  increased  to  about  500 ;  in  the  night,  an  ad- 
vanced picquet,  commanded  by  Mr.  Sheriff  Jarvis, 
was  attacked  within  the  precincts  of  the  city  by  tlie 
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rebels,  who  were  driven   back,  one  of  their  party 
being  killed  and  several  wounded. 

On  Wednesday   morning  we    were  sufficiently 
strong  to  have  ventured  on  an  attack,  but,  being  sen- 
sible of  the  strength  of  our  position,  being  also  aware 
how  much  depended  upon  the  contest  fli  which  we 
were  about  to  be  engaged,  and  feeling  the  greatest 
possible  reluctance  at  the  idea  of  entering  upon  a 
civil  war,  1  despatched  two  gentlemen  to  the  rebel 
leaders,  to  tell  them  that,  before  any  conflict  should 
take  place,  I  parentally  called  upon  them,  as  their 
Gvovernor,  to  avoid  the  effusion  of  human  blood.     In 
the  mean  while,  however,  Mr.  M'Kenzie  had  com- 
Hutted  every  description  of  enormity  ;  he  had  robbed 
the  mail  with  his  own  hands, — ^had  set  fire  to  Dr. 
Home's  house, — had  plundered  many  inoffensive  in- 
dividuals of  their  money, — had  stolen  several  horses, 
— had  made  a  number  of  respectable  people  prisoners ; 
and,  having  thus  succeeded  in  embarking  his  mis- 
guided adherents  in  guilt,  he  replied  to  my  admoni- 
tion by  A  message,  that  he  would  only  consent  that 
Ink  demands  should  be  settled  by  a  national  conven- 
tkni,  and  he  insolently  added  that  he  would  wait  till 
two  o'clock  for  my  answer,  which  in  one  word  was, 
^  Never:' 

In  the  course  of  Wednesday  the  Speaker  of  the 
Rouse  of  Assembly,  Colonel  the  Honourable  Allan 
M'Nab,  arrived  from  the  Gore  District  at  the  head 
^  about  sixty  men,  whom  he  had  assembled  at  half 
&n  hour's  notice ;  and,  other  brave  men  flocking  in  to 
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me  from  various  direedoDs,  I  wfts  enablad  by  iteom 
piquets  to  {)reveiit  Mr.  M'Kensie  from  curyiug  uAi 
effect  his  diabolical  intention  to  bun  the  eitjr  cf  To^ 
ronto,  in  order  to  plunder  the  banks  ;,  and»  hMm§ 
effected  this  object,  I  determined  that»  oa  the  fidbm^ 
ng  day,  I  would  make  the  attack. 

Accordingly,  on  Thursday  morning,  I  aiaenriMM 
our  forces,  under  the  direction  of  the  Adjutant-GvcK 
ral  of  militia.  Colonel  Fit^gibbon,  derk  of  the  Uam 
of  Assembly*  .,^« 

The  principal  body  was  headed  by  the  Spetbn 
Colonel  Allan  M'Nab,  the  right  wing  being  OMh 
manded  by  Colonel  Samuel  Jar  vis,  tiie  left  bfiQh 
lonel  William  Chisholm,  assisted  by  the  HonomaUl 
Mr.  Justice  M'Lean,  late  Speaker  of  the  Houie  .d 
Assembly ;  the  two  guns  by  Major  Garfiae  of  tta 
militia  artillery. 

The  command  of  the  militia  left  in  the  ci^  n- 
mained  under  Mr.  Justice  Macaulay,  and  the  protec- 
tion of  the  city  with  Mr.  Gurnett,  the  mayor. 

I  might  also  have  most  advantageously  avsiied 
myself  in  the  field  of  the  military  services  of  Coloiid 
Foster,  the  Commander  of  the  forces  inUpper  Canada^ 
of  Captain  Baddeley  of  the  corps  of  Royal  EngineM 
and  of  a  detachment  of  eight  artillerymen,  who  fin 
the  only  regular  force  in  this  province ;  but,  having 
•deliberately  determined  that  the  important  contest  iB 
which  I  was  about  to  be  engaged  should  be  decided 
solely  by  the  Upper  Canada  militia,  or,  in  other  woidf» 
by  the  free  inhabitants  of  this  noble  province,  1  wtf 
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resolved  that  no  consideration  whatever  should  in* 
doce  me  to  avail  myself  of  any  other  assistance  than 
that  upon  which,  as  the  representative  of  our  gracious 
Sovereign,  I  had  firmly  and  implicitly  relied. 

At  twelve  o'clock  the  militia  force  marched  out  of 
the  town,  with  an  enthusiasm  which  it  would  be  im- 
possible to  describe,  and  in  about  an  hour  we  came 
in  right  of  the  rebels,  who  occupied  an  elevated  posi<- 
&m  near  Grallows  Hill,  in  front  of  Montgomery's 
ta?era,  which  had  long  been  the  rendezvous  of  Mr. 
M'Kenzie's  men.  They  were  principally  armed  with 
rifcs,  and  for  a  short  time,  favoured  by  buildings, 
they  endeavoured  to  maintain  their  ground  ;  however, 
die  brave  and  loyal  militia  of  Upper  Canada,  steadily 
(advancing  with  a  determination  which  was  irresisti- 
ble, drove  them  from  their  position,  completely 
'Wited  Mr.  M'Kenzie,  who,  in  a  state  of  the  greatest 
ft^tation  ran  away,  and  in  a  few  minutes  Montgo- 
^^'s  tavern,  which  was  first  entered  by  Mr.  Jus- 
tiee  Jones,  was  burnt  to  the  ground. 

Being  on  the  spot  merely  as  a  civil  Governor,  and 
Ui  no  way  in  command  of  the  troops,  I  was  happy  to 
we  an  opportunity  of  demonstrating  to  the  rebels 
the  mildness  and  beneficence  of  her  Majesty's  Go- 
^^^mment,  and,  well  knowing  that  the  laws  of  the 
cotmtry  would  have  ample  opportunity  of  making 
^Uunples  of  the  guilty,  I  deemed  it  advisable  to  save 
the  prisoners  who  were  taken,  and  to  extend  to  most 
<^ these  misguided  men  the  royal  mercy,  by  ordering 
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their  ]  immediate  release.  Theae  measiUM  bavkgl 
been  effected)  and  the  rebels  hanng  bees  depriMi 
of  their  flag  (on  which  was  inscribed  in  large  lattBa 

''  BiDWELL,  and  the  glorious  mhuMrity  f      * ' ' 
''  1837,  and  a  good  beginning  T') 

the  militia  advanced  in  pursuit  of  the  rebeb  ilM|l|| 
four  miles,  till  they  reached  the  house  of  one  of  tin 
prindpal  ringleaders,  Mr.  Oibson»  which  jmUvHl 
it  would  have  been  impossible  to  have  saved,  uH^fk 
was  consequently  burned  to  the  ground.^  ^  i^ 

The  infatuated  followers  of  Mr.  M'Keniie  Wflth 
now  completely  dispersed ;  deceived  and  destitod|| 
their  leaders,  they  sought  for  refuge  in  all  diieetivii j 
ashamed  and  disgusted  with  the  murdert  ar80l^  l^|^ 
way  and  mail  robbery,  which  he  had  committed  I1I9 
fore  their  eyes,  and  detesting  him  for  the  overiMMf  : 
tyranny  of  his  conduct  towards  them,  they  sincer^ 
repented  that  they  had  ever  joined  him ;  and  I  hive 
been  credibly  informed  that  their  wives  and  chiUras 
now  look  upon  Mr.  M'Kenzie  as  their  most  mslig* 
nant  enemy.  Mr.  M'Kenzie  has  fled  to  the  XJwHA 
States — Mr.  John  Rolph  has  absconded — ^Mr.  Bid> 
well,!  who  took  no  part  in  the  affray,  hais  amifliM|^ 
agreed  with  me  to  quit,  and  has  quitted  this  promH 
for  ever — Dr.  Morrison  and  the  Captain  Van  tf 
mont  are  our  prisoners — Mr.  Lount  and  Mr.  GibM 

*By  my  especial  orders. 

t  The  gentleman^whom  I  had  been  direeted  to  raite  to  the 
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bave  fled,  and  I  understand  are  making  for  the  United 
States.  Ab  Mr.  M'Kenzie  had  been  particularly 
wtiv^  in  disseminating  his  principles  throughout  the 
London  district,  and  as  Dr.  Duncombe,  well  known  to 
the  House  of  Commons  in  England,  was  reported  to 
be  there  with  a  body  of  armed  rebels,  I  deemed  it  ad- 
fBable,  as  soon  as  the  militia  returned  to  Toronto  from 
driving  Mr.  M'Kenzie  from  Gallows  Hill,  to  order  a 
body  of  500  men  to  proceed  immediately  to  the  Lon- 
don district.  I  placed  this  corps  under  the  command 
of  the  Hon.  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly, 
Gdonel  Allan  M'Nab,  who,  with  great  promptitude, 
marched  with  it  to  the  point  of  its  destination. 

On  the  day  of  Mr.  M*Kenzie*8  defeat,  as  well  as 
on  the  following  morning,  bands  of  militia-men,  from 
all  directions,  poured  in  upon  me,  in  numbers  which 
honourably  proved  that  I  had  not  placed  confidence 
in  them  in  vain. 

From  the  Newcastle  district  alone  2000  men,  vrith 
nothing  but  the  clothes  in  which  they  stood,  marched, 
in  the  depth  of  winter,  towards  the  capital,  although 
nearly  100  miles  from  their  homes. 

From  Gore,  Niagara,  Lake  Simcoe,  and  from  vari- 
ous other  places,  brave  men,  armed  as  well  as  unarmed, 
rashed  forward  unsolicited  ;  and,  according  to  the  best 
reports  I  could  collect,  from  10  to  12,000  men  simul- 
taneously marched  towards  the  capital  to  support  me 
m  mmntaining  for  the  people  of  Upper  Canada  the 
constitution. 

y2 
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The  numbers  which  were  advancing  towards  me 
were  so  great  that,  the  day  after  Mr.  M'Kenxie'i 
defeat,  I  found  it  absolutely  necessary  to  print  and 
circulate  a  notice  declaring  **  that  there  existed  m 
farther   occasion  for   the    resort  of  miUtia  to  TV- 
ronto  ;'*  and  the  following  day  I  was  farther  enabled 
to  issue  a  general  order,  authorizing  the  whole  of  die 
militia  of  the  Bathurst,  Johnstown,    Ottawa,  and 
Eastern  districts,  to  go  and  lend  their  assistance  to 
Lower  Canada.    I  have  now  completed  a  plain  state- 
ment of  the  events  which  have  occurred  in  this  Dobb 
province  during  the  last  week,  and  have  done  so  at  some 
length,  as  the  moral  they  offer  is  most  important. 

Your  Lordship  knows  that  at  the  last  election  Mr. 
M^Kenzie,  and  those  of  his  party  who  advocated 
murder,  plunder,  equal  rights,  and  revolution,  under 
the  mask  of  reform,  in  vain  applied  to  farmers  and 
yeomen  of  this  country  to  support  them,  instead  of 
supporting  me.  Driven  by  the  voice  of  the  people 
from  their  seats  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  they  d^ 
clared  that  they  had  only  been  defeated  by  the  influence 
of  a  corrupt  Government.  However,  the  moment  the 
charges  made  against  me  in  the  House  of  Commov 
reached  this  country,  the  House  of  Assembly  deliber- 
ately investigated  the  whole  affair,  which  they  prowi 
and  pronounced  to  be  a  series  of  wilful  and  premedi' 
tated  falsehoods. 

Mr.  ArKenzieand  his  party,  finding  that  at  ereij 
point  they  were  defeated  in  a  moral  attack  which  thcf 
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had  made  upon  the  British  constitution,  next  deter- 
mined to  excite  their  deluded  adherents  to  have  re- 
eaurse  to  physical  strength.  Being  as  ready  to  meet 
them  on  that  ground  as  I  had  been  ready  to  meet  them 
in  a  moral  struggle,  I  gave  them  every  possible  ad- 
vantage. I  in  no  way  availed  myself  of  the  immense 
resources  of  the  British  empire ;  on  the  contrary,  I 
porpocsely  dismissed  from  this  province  the  whole  of 
our  troops.  I  allowed  Mr.  M'Kenzie  to  write  what- 
ever he  chose,  say  what  he  chose,  and  do  what  he 
chow ;  and,  without  taking  any  notice  of  his  traitorous 
proceedings,  I  waited,  witli  folded  arms,  until  he  had 
collected  his  rebel  forces,  and  had  actually  commenced 
his  attack. 

I  then,  as  a  solitary  individual,  called  upon  the 
militia  of  Upper  Canada  to  defend  me,  and  the  result 
has  been  as  I  have  stated,  viz.,  that  the  people  of 
Upper  Canada  came  to  me  when  I  called  them ;  that 
they  completely  defeated  Mr.  M'Kenzie's  adherents, 
and  drove  him  and  his  rebel  ringleaders  from  the  land. 

(When  her  Majesty's  Government  published  this 
despatch,  they  omitted  the  following  paragraphs  and 
words  printed  in  itaUcs) : — 

*"  These  are  historical  facts  which  it  is  impossible 
to  deny;  and  the  plain  inference  is^  that  the  inha- 
bUants  of  Upper  Canada,  as  I  have  often  publicly 
declared,  detest  democracy,  and  revere  the  noble 
monarchical  institutions  of  the  British  empire, 

•  For  want  of  this  moral,  or  explanation,  my  policy  in  quelling 
the  mutiny  has  been  severely  condemned. 
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*'  My  LorUy  what  a  serious  lessen  have  the  mA#« 
bitants  of  Upper  Canada  offered  to   their  mather^ 
country !     Our  evidence,  humble  as  it  is,  will  surefy 
bring  conviction  to  the  minds  of  those  misnamed  tS' 
formers,  who,  ignorant  of  the  blessings  they  enfsy, 
desire  to  adulterate  the  purity  of  our  revered  instihh 
tions :  situated  as  we  are  here,  surely  we  are  better 
able  to  judge  between  monarchical  and  repubUcM 
Government  than  the  people  in  England,  whs  ms 
acquainted  only  with  the  former.      The  faithful  drf- 
tachment  which  this  province  has  evinced  to  BritiA 
justice,  to  British  juries,  and  to  tfie  British  Sovereign^ 
is  the  noblest  instance  of  independence  I  have  ever 
witnessed,  and  it  induces  me  to  tell  your  Lardshif, 
plainly  and  unequivocally,  that  neither  the  Legislsr 
ture  nor  the  people  of  Upper  Canada  will  any  bmger 
submit  to  the  base  conciliations  which  have  long  As' 
graced  the  Colonial  Office. 

"  My  Lord,  it  has  long  been  notorious  to  everf 
British  subject  in  the  Canadas,  that  your  Lordskipi 
Under-Secretary,  the  author  of  our  Colonial  de- 
spatches, is  a  rank  republican.  His  sentiments,  hit 
conduct,  and  his  political  character,  are  here  dtk 
detested,  and  I  enclose  to  your  Lordship  Mr.  M^Kenr 
zies  last  newspaper,  which,  traitorous  as  it  is,  contams 
nothing  more  conducive  to  treason  than  the  ejctraetf 
which  as  its  text  it  exultingly  quotes  from  the  pair 
lished  opinions  of  her  Majesty*  s  Under  Secretary  9/ 
State  for  the  Colonies  ! 

•*  These  sentiments  have  already  been  very  clearhi 
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^jepreued  by  ms  to  your  Lordsf/Up,  especially  in  my 
despatch  dated  lOth  September,  1837;  and  I  am 
perfeetly  amfident  that  the  triumph  which  this  nobk 
pnnrinee  has  gained  will  never  be  complete  until  the 
Qavemment  shall  remove  from  office  a  man  who,  by 
discouraging  the  loyal  and  encouraging  the  disaf- 
fe^edf  has  at  last  succeeded  in  involving  the  Ca- 
nadas  in  civil  war.''     It  now  only  remains  for  me  to 
inform  your  Lordship  that  Mr.  M'Kenzie,  who  is 
escaped  to  Buffalo,  in  the  United  States,  has    by 
fidaehood  and  misrepresentations,  almost  succeeded  in 
exciting  a  large  body  of  labourers  out  of  work  to  in- 
vade Upper  Canada  for  the  purpose  of  plundering 
the  banks  and  of  gaining  possession  of  the  crown 
lands,  \^which  your  Lordship  is  aware  I  have  been 
desired  to  surrender  to  the  Provincial  Legislature,'] 
T!biB[new/eaturein  '*  reform'']  is  \_one  which]  at  this 
moment  [is]  causing  throughout  the  province  consider- 
lUe  excitement,  and  I  must  say  that,  for  the  sake  of 
itwoaoity,  I  earnestly  trust  and  hope  the  attempt  will 
aotbemade. 

I  entertain  the  utmost  reliance  that  the  Govern- 
iMt  of  the  United  States  will  nobly  prevent  any 
Wli  invasion.  I  am  persuaded  that  all  Americans 
rfintelHgeQce  and  property  will  feel  that  the  charac* 
hrof  their  country  requires  them  to  discountenance 
t  lawless  and  unprincipled  aggression  [which  would 
iring  upon  thetn  the  CiVecration  of  the  civilised 
wrld ;  for  where  would  they  stand  in  the  estimation 
tf  mankind  if  they  were  to  be  seen  ungratefully  re- 
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paying  the  high-minded  and  9ucces$JkU  exerHom 
which  Great  Britain  lately  made  to  9ave  them  from 
wary  by  steeping  her  colonies  in  blood  and  misery  f] 
Should,  however,  any  of  the  inhabitants  of  BuffiJiH 
or  other  frontier  towns,  regardless  of  these  8eiitimeiiti» 
[presume, '\  for  the  sake  of  plunder,  to  invade  the  fim 

and  independent  people  of  Upper  Canada,  I  fed  edB* 
fident  that  every  man  in  the  province,  Indians  and 
black  population  included,  will  assemble  together  ia 
one  band  to  exterminate  the  invaders  or  to  perish  IQ 
the  attempt. 

I  have,  &c. 
The  Lord  Glenelg,  Sfc.  F.  B.  Hkad. 

No.  133. 

Toronto,  "HHth  December,  1837. 
My  Lord, 

I  have  tlie  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lorddlup 
a  copy  of  the  speech  \rith  which  I  have  this  day 
opened  the  Legislature  of  this  province,  together 
with  copies  of  sundry  documents,  which  will  explain 
to  your  Lordship — firstly,  that  the  rebellion  whiA 
has  broken  out  here  has  been  effectually  put  down, 
with  the  loss  on  the  side  of  the  Constitutionalists  of 
only  one  man  killed ;  and,  secondly,  that  an  unprovoked 
attack  has  been  made  upon  our  territoi?y  by  Ame* 
rican  citizens,  who  have  succeeded  in  taking  pos- 
session of  Navy  Island  (which  is  about  two  mile« 
above  the  cataracts),  have  entrenched  and  garrisoned 
it,  have  planted  thirteen  pieces  of  cannon  upon  it,  and, 
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ia  fact,  have  thus  formed  a  camp  upon  our  territory, 
to  which  people,  by  handbills  termed  proclamations 
^f  the  Provisional  Government,  are  publicly  invited 
ander  the  promise  that  ^'  three  hundred  acres  of  the 
aort  valuable  land  in  Canada,  and  one  hundred 
doflars  in  silver,  will  be  given  to  each  volunteer  who 
may  join  the  Patriot  forceifin  Navy  Island." 

I  have  communicated  these  facts  to  His  Excel- 
leneythe  Earl  of  Gosford,  and  to  Sir  John  Col- 
borne,  and  have  addressed  communications  to  the 
Governor  of  the  State  of  New  York,  and  to  her 
Majesty's  Minister  at  Washington,  copies  of  which 
I  have  the  honour  to  enclose.  I  have  stationed 
a  miUtia  force  of  about  2000  men  on  the  Niagara 
frontier,  and  have  made  all  the  arrangements  in  my 
power  for  calling  out  the  militia  of  the  province,  in 
case  their  services  should  be  required. 

Having  thus  done  all  in  my  power  to  withstand 
Ae  invasion  of  a  foreign  enemy,  which  was  never  con- 
tanj^ted  in  my  despatch  to  your  Lordship,  No.  124, 
I  ^bted  18th  November,  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  recom- 
Aesdy  contrary  to  the  suggestions  contained  in  that 
fcspatchy  that  her  Majesty's  Government  should 
ifford  to  the  Commander  of  the  Forces  every  pos- 
f&h  assistance,  promptly  and  effectually,  to  put 
Wn  this  attack  by  American  citizens,  unauthorised 
fcy  their  Government,  and  in  open  violation  of  the 
laws  of  nations. 

I  have,  &c. 


Tie  Lord  Glenelg,  8fc.  F.  B.  Head. 
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Nuigara  Frontier,  Upper  Canada^ 

Mt  Lord,  \%th  Jam.  1838. 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  oommunicating  to  your 
Lordship  that  the  pirates  have  been  driven  from 
Navy  Island,  which  is  now  in  possesBion  of  lier 
Majesty's  forces  on  this  frontier. 

I  have  also  the  satisfacfion  to  state  that  the  gallaiit 
militia  of  Upper  Canada  have  also  driven  the  pirates, 
who  had  taken  possession  of  the  Bois  Blanc  Island, 
from  that  position,  and  in  a  most  gallant  manner 
have  captured  a  schooner  off  Maiden,  which  is  oi 
the  St.  Glair  river,  about  sixteen  miles  below  Ann 
herstburg. 

As  this  vessel  contained  three  pieces  of  artillery, 
200  stand  of  arms,  and  most  of  the  principal  offioen 
of  the  pirate  force,  her  loss  will  discourage  them ;  and, 
finding  that  at  both  ends  of  the  province  they  haie 
been  discomfited  by  its  brave  inhabitants,  I  trust 
they  will  find  it  necessary  to  abandon  the  infiEunous 
attempt,  which  has  been  made  by  the  citizens  of  tbe 
United  States,  to  plunder  the  property  and  ovorun 
the  institutions  of  a  province  with  which  they  wcrt, 
politically,  existing  in  friendly  alliance. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  F.  B.  Head. 

JTie  Lord  Glenelg,  Sfc. 


331 


CHAPTER  X. 

Older  back  the  militia.-^ Address  the  Governor  of  the  State  of  New 
York — H.  S.  Fox,  Esq.»  Her  Majesty's  Minister  at  Washington — 
Despatch  to  Her  Majesty *8  Government. — American  pirates  ibroed 
to  abandon  Navy  Island. — Receive  Despatch  accepting  my  resigna* 
tk«.--Important  reply  thereto. — Allegations  against  one  of  Her 
liiliesty'a  Under-Secretaries  of  State  for  the  Colonies. — Nature 
of  evidence. 

By  people  in  England  I  have  been  generally  blamed 
for  allowing  treason  to  come  to  a  head.     But  the  fact 
is,  the   province   had   suffered    quite   enough   from 
agitation ;  and,  as  I  had  carefully  tested  the  mate- 
mis  with  which  I  had  to  work,  I  felt  that,  instead  of 
estber  trying  to  conciliate  Mr.  M'Kenzie,  or  make 
Wb  fortune  by  a  Government  prosecution,  I  had  better 
kt  him  come  within  the  reach  of  the  law  and  then 
iitit  hang  him.     His  leg«  saved  him  from  the  latter 
^ ;  but  so  faithfully  did  the  brave  and  loyal  Militia 
^  Upper  Canada  respond  to  the  confidence  that  had 
been  reposed  in  them,  that  the  insurrection  was  no 
sooner  quelled  than  we  were  threatened  with  being 
•kfiolutely  overwhelmed  at  Toronto   by  those  who 
'^ere  rushing  forward  to  die,  if  necessary,  in  defence 
<^f  monarchial  institutions.   The  general  order  already 
alluded  to  was  accordingly   instantly  promulgated, 
besides  which,  expresses  were  sent  in  all  directions, 
^f  which  the  following  is  a  specimen : — 
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No.  14. 

Sir, 

Enclosed  I  send  you  a  copy  or  bis  Excellency's  older 

issued  af^er  the  defeat  of  the  rebels^  to  prevent  the  reeoone 

of  the  immense  number  of  loyalists  flocking  to  the  capitd 

They  are  not  now  required ;  and  his  Excellency  being  Oh 

formed  that  you  are  upon  your  march  to  this  place,  widi  t 

body  of  fine  fellows,  I  am  desired  to  express  to  you  tad 

your  men  the  high  sense  bis  Excellency  entertains  of  yoat 

loyalty  and  zeal,  and  to  thank  you  and  your  men  for  dni 

evidence  of  their  determination  to  put  down  rebellion,  and 

to  desire  that  you  will  return  to  your  respective  houMi^ 

holding  yourselves  in  readiness  to  act  when  called  upon. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

Jonas  Jones,  A.  D.  C 
Colonel  M'Donell, 

2nd  Northumberland  Militia. 

The  following  despatches,  written  on  the  exigency 
of  the  moment,  will,  I  believe,  faithfully  portray  the 
hydra-headed  difficulties  which  the  loyalty  of  the  peo- 
ple of  Upper  Canada,  one  after  another,  triumphanly 
overcame. 


No.  31. 

To  his  Excellency  Governor  Marcy,  State  of  New  York, 

Albany. 

Government  House,  I3th  Dec.  1837. 
Sir, 

Your    Excellency    has   doubtless    received    intelligence, 
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though  not  of  an  authentic  character,  of  an  insurrectionary 
morement  which  within  the  last  few  days  has  been  made 
m  this  province,  and  which  the  loyal  feeling  of  a  great  mass 
•f  lier  Majesty's  subjects  has  enabled  m^  promptly  to  sup* 
fma.  Though  an  occurrence  of  this  particular  nature  in  a 
country  immediately  adjoining  the  state  under  your  Excel- 
lency's government  must  naturally  excite  a  considerable 
decree  of  interest,  I  might  not  have  felt  myself  called  upon 
to  communicate  with  your  Excellency  upon  the  subject,  if  I 
had  not  received  an  official  report  from  the  magistracy  of 
tibe  district  of  Niagara,  that  efforts  are  made  by  calling 
public  meetings  in  Buffalo  to  procure  countenance  and  sup- 
port among  the  inhabitants  of  that  city  to  the  efforts  of  the 
disaffected  in  Upper  Canada. 

I  am  perfectly  persuaded  that,  under  any  circumstances, 
the  public  authorities  in  the  United  States  would  exert 
tfaeooselves  to  strengthen,  rather  than  to  disturb,  the  kind 
feeling  which  has  for  so  many  years  united  the  natives  of 
Great  Britain  and  the  United  States  in  the  most  amicable 
rdations;  and  when  I  acquaint  your  Excellency  that  the 
armed  party  of  traitors  who  are  now  dispersed,  during  the 
few  days  that  they  remained  embodied,  were  guilty  of  such 
unprovoked  and  wanton  acts  of  murder,  arson,  and  robbery, 
as  disgusted  their  adherents,  and  occasioned  their  rapid 
desertion,  I  feel  no  doubt  that  whatever  may  be  justly  done 
by  the  Government  of  one  friendly  and  enlightened  nation 
towards  restraining  its  subjects  from  disturbing  the  peace 
and  injuring  the  unoffending  inhabitants  of  another,  may 
confidently  be  expected  of  your  Excellency. 

It  is  fit  I  should  apprize  your  Excellency  that  there  is  not 
at  this  moment  to  my  knowledge,  within  the  whole  extent 
of  Upper  Canada,  a  single  body  of  men  assembled  with 
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ani»«  or  otherwise  in  oppoihi0B  to  the  GofOTsmeBt  Bifali 
the  fith or  Deeember  there  had  been  about  SOOotOOOmi 
haatily  got  together  at  the  inetigation  oT  a  Mr.  MHEmh* 
the  editor  of  a  aeifitioiis  newspaper  here;  bm  these  hsn 
been  whoUy  dispersed,  and  their  leader,  we  undsfstsadl  b 
now  in  Buffalo,  endeavouring  to  excite  there  a  wofftti 
which  he  fiadls  to  meet  with  in  his  profince. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 

Your  Exoelleney*!  nioBt  obedient, 
humble  servant, 

F.  B.  Hiia 

No.  88. 


To  Hit  ExeeUemc^  Gmemor  Mmtcf/. 

T\mmto,  23rd  December.  1837. 
Dear  Sir, 

I  take  the  liberty  of  introducing  to  your  Excellency  Ai 
Rcmourable  Archibald  M *Lean,  Iste  Speaker  of  the  Hoin 
of  this  province,  who  is  the  bearer  of  a  communication  fiiii 
me  to  her  Britannic  Majesty's  Minister  at  Washington,  oi 
the  same  subject  on  which  I  had  the  honour  to  address  yotf 
Excellency  on  the  13th  instant ;  a  copy  of  which  conumn- 
cation  Mr.  M'Lean  takes  to  Washington. 

Mr.  McLean  will  inrorm  your  Excellency  that  the  psrty 
of  Americans  who,  under  the  command  of  Mr.  Van  ReB» 
laer>  have  taken  possession  of  Navy  Island,  have  issued  i 
proclamation,  hoisting  in  Canada  the  flag  of  independenetk 
ofiering  a  reward  of  five  hundred  pounds  for  my  apprehee* 
sion,  with  three  hundred  acres  of  our  crown  lands  to  emf 
volunteer  who  will  join  in  the  invasion  of  this  province, 

I  have  not  yet  had  the  pleasure  of  hearing  from  yoof 
Excellency  (which,  indeed,  time  has  not  admitted  of),  but  I 
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tml  confident  your  Excellency  will,  by  the  most  energetic 
put  an  immediate  stop  to  proceedings  which  must 
inevitably  lead  to  a  national  contest. 
Mr.  M'Lean  will  have  the  honour  to  submit  to  your  Ex* 
edbncy  any  further  information  which  you  may  desire. 
I  remain,  with  much  consideration^ 

Your  Excellency's 
Very  faithftil  and  obedient  servant^ 

P.  B.  Head. 


Private.  No.  89. 

To  his  Excellency  Henry  S.  Fox^  Washington, 

Government  House,  Toronto, 

23rd  December y  1837. 
So, 

I  beg  leave  to  introduce  to  your  Excellency  the  Honour- 
lUe  Ardiibald  M'Lean,  late  Speaker  of  the  House  of  As- 
mUy  of  this  province,  and  now  one  of  its  Judges. 

My  official  communication  will  explain  the  object  of  his 
ttiinon^  which,  I  regret  to  say,  is,  I  conceive,  of  a  very 
ihnning  nature. 

The  little  outbreak  in  this  province  has  been  completely 
|it  down  by  the  people  themselves,  for  I  had  no  other 
MMtance.  But  the  case  has  assumed  a  new  feature.  A 
Unber  of  American  citizens  of  wealth  and  intelligence  are 
(fattrojiis  to  get  possession  of  this  fine  province,  and  to  swamp 
iir  institutions ;  they  willingly  afford  money,  and,  as  thou- 
nnds  of  people  are  everywhere  out  of  work  in  the  United 
States,  an  invasion  may  be  made,  which  it  would  be  out  of 
ar  feeble  power  to  resist. 
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I  trust  I  am  not  apt  to  be  unreasonably  alarmed,  but 
can  siuoerely  assure  you  that,  unless  the  American  Grovem- 
ment  take  immediate  measures  to  put  down  the  invasion  of 
this  territory  hy  force  of  arm,  I  think  the  worst  will  happen. 

A  body  of  Americans,  headed  by  an  American,  have  now, 
with  about  700  men,  taken  possession  of  Navy  Island, 
which  belongs  to  Great  Britain.  They  have  issued  there  a 
proclamation  declaring  the  independence  of  Canada,  have 
offered  a  reward  of  500/.  for  my  apprehension,  and  300 
acres  of  the  richest  lands  of  the  crown  to  whoever  will  vo- 
lunteer to  assist  them  in  invading  this  territory. 

The  people  of  the  United  States  are  so  excited  on  the  sub- 
ject, and  so  ripe  for  plunder,  that  no  words  or  writing  will 
in  my  opinion,  stop  them.  I  consider  that  the  United  States 
Grovemment  must  either  put  down  the  aggression  by  forces 
or  be  held  responsible  for  the  consequences. 

I  remain,  with  great  consideration. 

Your  obdient  servant, 
F.  B.  Head. 


No.  113. 

Niagara,  January  16/ A,  1838. 
My  Lord, 

I  have  great  pleasure  in  communicating  to  your  Lord- 
ships that  the  pirates  have  been  driven  from  Navy  Island, 
which  is  now  inpossession  of  her  Majesty's  forces  on  this 
frontier. 

I  have  also  the  satisfaction  to  state  that  the  gallant  mi- 
htia  of  Upper  Canada  have  also  driven  the  pirates,  who  had 
taken  possession  of  Bois  Blanc  Island,  from  that  position, 
and  in  a  most  gallant  manner  have  captured  a  schooner  off 
Maiden,  which  is  on  the  St.  Clair  river,  about  sixteen  miles 
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below  Amherstburg :  as  this  vessel  contained  five  pieces  of 
artillery,  200  stand  of  arms,  and  most  of  the  principal  offi' 
cers  of  the  pirate  force,  her  loss  will  discourage  them  ;  and, 
finding  that  at  both  ends  of  the  province  they  have  been 
discomfited  by  its  brave  inhabitants,  I  trust  they  will  find 
it  necessary  to  abandon  the  infamous  attempt  which  has 
been  made  by  citizens  of  the  United  States  to  plunder  the 
property  and  overrun  the  institutions  of  a  province  with 
which  they  were  politically  existing  in  friendly  alliance. 

I  have  the  honour,  &c. 

F.  B.  Hkad. 
The  Lard  Glenelg,  Src 

(COPY.)  No.  238. 

Downing  Street,  26th  October,  1837. 
Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of 
your  despatch,  No.  99,  of  the  10th  September  last. 

I  will  not  conceal  from  you  the  surprise  with 
which  I  have  perused  that  despatch,  nor  my  sense  of 
the  degree  of  public  inconvenience  likely  to  ensue 
from  80  abrupt  a  termination  of  your  administration 
of  the  affairs  of  Upper  Canada,  at  a  period  when  the 
RSBult  of  your  policy  in  several  important  questions 
fCBiaiiis  undecided,  and  when  it  is  obviously  of  the 
peatest  consequence  that  measures  recommended 
and  initiated  by  yourself  should  be  followed  up 
under  your  own  superintendence  in  the  approaching 
tession  of  the  provincial  Legislature.  I  therefore 
feel  it  my  duty  to  abstain  from  laying  your  resig- 
nation before  the  Queen  until  I  shall  have  had  an 
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opportunity  of  consulting  my  coUei^es  oollectively 
as  to  the  course  which  it  will  be  right  for  me 
to  adopt.  The  absence  of  several  of  them  from 
London  at  the  present  moment  precludes  my  doing 
this  immediately,  although  the  delay,  I  trust,  will  be 
of  very  short  duration.  In  the  mean  time  I  pur- 
posely abstain  from  adverting  to  any  of  the  topio 
which  you  have  introduced  into  your  despatch. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  Gjlenelg. 

Lieutenant-Governor  Sir  Francis  Bond  Head. 

&c.         &c.         &c. 


No.  247. 

Downing'Street,  2Ath  Nov.,  1887. 
Sir, 

In  my  despatch  of  the  26th  of  October,  No.  238, 
I  acknowledged  the  receipt  of  your  despatch  of 
the  10th  of  September,  No.  99,  and  informed  you 
that  I  had  felt  it  to  be  my  duty  to  abstain  from  lay- 
ing before  the  Queen  your  resignation  of  the  office  ni 
Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  provinceof  Upper  Canadi^ 
until  I  should  have  had  an  opportunity  of  coDsulting  my 
colleagues  collectively,  as  to  the  course  which  it  wouU 
be  right  for  me  to  adopt.  Her  Majesty's  confides* 
tial  advisers  having  now  bestowed  their  careful  atten- 
tion on  the  whole  subject,  I  proceed  to  communicati 
to  you  the  result  of  their  deliberations.  It  is  due  le 
my  own  character,  and  to  the  station  which  I  have 
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the  honour  to  hold,  that  I  should  connect  this  com- 
nunication  with  an  explicit  reference  to  the  various 
gnmtids  which  you  have  assigned  in  explanation  of 
your  conduct  on  this  occasion.  The  first  of  these 
topics,  however,  I  shall  pass  over  with  a  very  few 
irofde.  To  those  who  have  intrusted  me  with  the 
ijStoe  which  I  now  fill  I  have  given  the  most  precise 
explanation  of  the  mode  in  which  I  have  executed  the 
duty  of  superintending  your  administration  of  the 
affairs  of  Upper  Canada.  But  to  an  officer  serving 
under  my  immediate  authority,  who  charges  me  with 
liaving  surrendered  the  exercise  of  my  own  independ- 
ent judgment  to  some  invisible  and  overruling  in- 
fluence, exerted  for  the  intixnluction  of  republican 
prineifiles  into  British  North  America,  I  need  make 
no  reply — contented  to  refer  to  his  more  calm  and 
ddiberate  judgment  the  question  whether  it  is  fitting 
that  BO  serious  a  charge  should  be  conveyed  in  such  a 
finn,  and  on  such  an  occasion. 

Commencing  with  tliis  topic,  you  next  proceed  to 
,  wmiBoe  that  the  system  of  policy  pursued  by  my  pre- 
ft  isoessoa  and  by  myself,  in  reference  to  British  North 
It- Aaerfea,  is  essentially  opposed  to  your  own.  This 
r  inbfmtion  naturally  leads  to  the  inquiry  whether, 
^-  iicing  the  period  of  our  official  connexion,  there  has 
^•erer  arisen,  until  the  present  time,  any  material  ques- 
-tfoii  ef  practical  conduct  on  which  we  have  differed. 
Ottr  abstract  principles  may  not  have  been  the  same: 
im  our  official  correspondence  you  may  have  occafdon- 
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ally  advanced  doctrines  to  which  I  have  not  been  able 
to  give  my  assent.  Such  disagreements  are  more  or 
less  inseparable  from  every  discussion  between  those 
who  at  once  assert  for  themselves,  and  respect  io 
others,  the  free  exercise  of  an  independent  judgment 

Habitually  indisposed  to  make  my  official  corre- 
spondence the  channel  for  the  debate  of  abstract  qoefr* 
tions  of  policy,  I  have  been  content  to  know  that  yon 
were  prepared  to  obey  my  instructions,  and  have  felt 
comparatively  very  little  concern  as  to  the  light  in 
which  you  might  regard  my  opinions.  Whatever 
theoretical  distinctions  may  have  existed  between  yoa 
and  me,  it  is  at  least  clear  that,  subject  to  the  excep- 
tions to  be  noticed  in  the  sequel,  you  have  avowed  your 
entire  acquiescence  in  the  whole  tenor  of  my  instruc- 
tions, and  that  every  act  of  which  you  have  been  the 
author,  involving  any  of  the  general  and  permanent  in- 
terests of  the  province,  I  have  sanctioned  and  approved. 

[After  replying  to  nine  trifling  subjects  of  com- 
plaint the  despatch  proceeds  as  follows.] 

X.  Another  specific  complaint  urged  in  your 
despatch  is,  that  I  employed,  not  Mr.  Draper,  but 
another  gentlemen,  as  the  bearer  of  my  despatches  to 
you  respecting  the  financial  affairs  of  the  provincei 
Even  this  complaint,  slight  as  it  may  appear,  moift 
not  pass  unnoticed. 

I  fully  intended  to  make  Mr.  Draper  the  bearer  of 
my  despatches  in  question.  With  that  view  he  was 
requested  to  attend  at  this  office.     He  promised  to  do 
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K>,  but,  from  causes  unexplained  and  unknown  to  me, 
Mr.  Draper  left  England  without  presenting  himself 
ftt  this  office ;  and  the  employment  of  another  mes- 
senger was  therefore  a  matter  of  inevitable  necessity* 
rhese  facts  were  communicated  to  you  on  the  4th  of 
August.  When  you  wrote  your  despatch  of  the  10th 
of  September,  you  had  probably  not  received  that 
oommunication. 

In  the  preceding  observations  I  beg  to  state  that 
1  mean  to  make  no  complaint  of  Mr.  Draper,  nor  to 
imply  the  slightest  reflection  upon  him  of  any  kind. 
My  opinion  of  that  gentleman  has  been  sufficiently 
ftttested  by  the  confirmation,  since  that  time,  of  his 
appointment  as  Solicitor-General  of  the  province. 

The  next  topics  to  which  I  have  to  advert  demand 
the  more  particular  notice,  as  they  appear  to  be  re- 
garded by  you  as  the  more  immediate  and  prominent 
grounds  of  your  resignation. 

XI.  You  remonstrate  against  my  instruction  on 
the  subject  of  Mr.  BidwelFs  eventual  promotion  to 
tfie  bench,  in  case  of  a  future  vacancy  ;  and  you  de- 
clare your  determination  never  to  carry  that  instruc- 
Ijum  into  effect.  Your  opposition  is  vindicated  by 
file  objections  which  you  make  to  the  ))olitical  career 
of  Mr.  Bidwell,  and  which,  you  insist,  ought  to  have 
forbidden  the  adoption  by  her  Majesty's  Government 
Oif  any  resolution  favourable  to  that  gentleman's  em- 
pJoyment  in  the  service  of  the  Crown. 
My  estimate  of  Mr.  Bidwell's  character  and  claims 
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to  advancement  to  the  bench  had  been  derivfd  chiefly 
from  your  own  despatches.  It  was  on  no  lower  ia» 
thority  that  I  adopted  the  opinion  that  he  was  pro- 
perly eligible  for  that  distinction.  You  now  inform 
me  that  you  had  drawn  his  character  with  a  li^ 
and  feeling  hand.  You  had,  however,  acknowledged 
Mr.  Bid  well  to  be  a  gentleman  of  great  abilities,  df 
the  first  eminence  in  his  profession,  and  of  irrepPMudn 
able  private  character.  I  knew,  indeed,  that  he  had 
formerly  taken  a  very  prominent  part  in  oppositioii  ti 
your  own  measures,  and  those  of  your  immediate  pf^ 
decessor.  You  had  stated  that  his  object  '*  so  fiirtt 
it  could  be  elicited  by  the  conduct  of  his  associates^'* 
was  to  separate  Upper  Canada  from  the  parent  statA; 
and  you  had  claimed  my  assent,  in  reference  to  tkii 
gentleman,  to  the  proposition,  **  that,  where  a  mad 
acts  with  disloyal  associates,  his  talents  aggravate  ra* 
ther  than  extenuate  his  offence."  I  had  further  beea 
apprized  that  Mr.  Bidwell  had  entirely  retired  from 
political  life,  confining  himself  to  the  duties  oi  his 
profession,  and  had  ceased  to  act  with  the  party  of 
which  he  had  formerly  been  a  member.  Such  wal 
my  information  when  I  instructed  you  eventually 
to  offer  to  Mr.  Bidwell  a  seat  on  the  bench.  I 
confess  that  it  did  not  appear  to  me  fit  tha^ 
under  such  circumstances,  he  should  be  punished 
by  a  permanent  and  irreparable  incapacity  for  & 
j)roniotion  to  which,  on  the  grounds  of  private  cha.- 
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the  grounds  of  professional  eniioeuce,  he  had  the 
highefit  possible  title.     It  appeared  to  me  dangerous. 
or  Father  impracticable,  to  govern  the  province  on 
the  principle  of  a  proscription  of  the  whole  of  one 
large  body  of  the  inhabitants.      You  now  indeed 
make  the  additional  statement  that  Mr.  Bidwell  wa 
a  member  of  a  revolutionai*y  society  called  the  ''  Pro- 
vincial Convention!''      Of  this  fact  I   was  totally 
ignorant  until  the  receipt  of  tlie  very  despatch  now 
under  consideration.     By  a  despatch  from  you  of  a 
itill  later  date,  namely  of  the  22d  of  September,  it 
i^ppears  that  a  letter  bearing  the  date  of  the  3rd  of 
Auguat»  and  the  signature  of  Mr.  Bidwell,  was  pub- 
lished at  Toronto  on  the  20th  of  September,  in  which 
Mr.  Bidwell  expressly  declines  to  be  a  member  of 
that  society,  and  complains  of  the  unauthorized  use 
of  his  name  for  that  purpose.     In  reporting  this  fact, 
y^u  assume  that  the  date  which  the  letter  bears  was 
yorposely  falsified ;  that  Mr.  Bidwell  had  heard  of 
die  intentions  in  his  favour,  and  had  published  his 
letter  with  a  false  date,  in  order  to  remove  an  objec- 
tion which  might  have  obstructed  his  advancement. 
On  what  authority  this  accusation  is  made  you  have  not 
ttpUined  ;  and  without  some  such  explanation  I  could 
irt  impute  what  would  be  in  effect  a  wilful  violation 
tf  truth  to  a  gentleman  whose  moral  character  is 
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onimpeached  by  his  most  decided  political  antago^ 
nists.  If,  however,  the  only  practical  ground  of  dif' 
ference  between  you  and  me  had  been  the  promotioD 
of  Mr.  Bidwell,  I  should  have  been  anxious,  for 
the  present  at  least,  to  defer  to  the  strong  opinkn 
which  you  have  expressed  against  my  recommends 
tion.  Mr.  Bid  well  had  certainly  no  claim  ciBtaki 
right  to  the  promotion  in  question.  Every  seleclioB 
of  that  kind  is  an  act  of  discretionary  authority  il 
which  the  Government  is  not  only  at  liberty,  but  k 
bound,  to  weigh  all  conflicting  prudential  considen- 
tions  on  either  side ;  and,  whatever  may  have  been  my 
views  respecting  Mr.  Bidwell's  appointment,  Idt 
not  scruple  to  admit  that,  if  I  had  been  to  make  mj 
choice  between  the  execution  of  that  purpose  and  your 
continuance  in  office,  I  should  not  have  hesitated  to 
prefer  the  latter  alternative. 

XII.  But  Mr.  Ridout's  case  is  of  a  different  com- 
plexion, and  ^vith  respect  to  it  I  am  compelled  to 
acknowledge  my  irreconcilable  dissent  from  your 
judgment  and  conclusions. 

In  the  despatch  to  which  I  am  now  replying,  the 
pai-ticulars  of  this  case  are  recapitulated  but  briefly, 
and  therefore  with  that  kind  of  inaccuracy  which  is 
inseparable  from  the  abridgment  of  any  considerable 
extent  of  detail.  On  the  other  hand,  in  the  corre- 
spondence which  has  taken  place  on  this  subject,  and 
which  is  comprised  in  the  despatches  referred  to  in 
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the  margin/  will  be  found  a  full  and  careful  investi- 
gation and  statement  of  every  material  circumstance. 
To  that  correspondence  I  reply  with  confidence,  as 
proving  that  the  course  which  I  pursued  was  impe- 
Mfively  forced  upon  me  by  the  duties  of  my  office, 
add  by  the  obligations  of  justice  to  Mr.  Ridout,  and 
Irf'good  faith  to  the  province  at  large. 
'  I  think  it  necessary ,  however,  to  preface  the  re- 
marks I  have  to  make  on  this  subject  by  a  short 
iummary  of  the  facts  as  they  are  to  be  collected  from 
die  papers  before  me. 

You  dismissed  Mr.  Ridout  from  the  offices  of 
Cok>nelof  Militia,  Judge  of  the  District  Court  of 
Niagara,  and  Justice  of  the  Peace,  and  caused  a  letter 
to  be  addressed  to  him,  in  which  that  measure  was 
stated  to  have  been  taken  on  the  ground  that  it  ap- 
peared that  he  was  an  active  member  of  a  society 
which  had  circulated  an  address  insulting  to  your 
person  tad  office.  Mr.  Ridout  distinctly  denied  that 
he  was  a  member!  of  that  society  ;  that  he  had  any- 

^  Sir  F.  Head,  I2th  Sept  1836,  No.  72.  Lord  Glenelg,  29th 
H9V.  1836,  No.  113.  Sir  F.  Head,  6th  Feb.  1837,  No.  13.  Lord 
Ciinieig,  5th  April,  1837,  No.  158. 

'  t  It  it  not  astonishing  that,  notwithstanding  the  unoommon  abi- 
Slf  with  which  this  despatch  is  written,  the  Colonial  Office  should 
P^iiiit  in  not  seeing  the  real  bearing  of  the  case,  namely,  that  Mr. 
KidoQt  cunningly  answers  the  charge  that  **  he  appeared  to  be  an 
*eti?o  member,"  by  stating  (what  was  quite  true)  that  he  toas  not  a 
"■wiberof  it? 
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thing  to  do  with  drawing  up  the  address  in  question; 
or  that  he  had  even  seen  it,  until  it  was  in  circnlatioft 
in  print  through  the  city  of  Toronto.  He  traot- 
nutted  to  you  evidence  on  oath  in  corroboratioa  of  his 
statement.  As  you  took  no  notice  of  hia  complaiati 
he  placed  in  your  hands  an  appeal  to  myself,  having 
first  requested,  in  terms  to  which  no  possible  ob- 
jection could  be  made,  that,  if  there  were  aiqr  od^ 
reasons  for  his  dismissal  than  that  which  you  had 
assigned  to  him,  he  might  be  informed  of  them.  You 
did  not  comply  with  this  request,  but,  in  transmittiiig 
to  me  his  appeal,  you  imputed  to  Mr.  Ridout  variooi 
acts  of  misconduct  to  which  no  allusion  had  been 
made  in  your  correspondence  with  him.  I  answered 
you  by  stating  in  effect  that,  in  deciding  on  Mr. 
Ridout's  appeal,  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  advert 
to  any  other  grounds  of  accusation  than  that  which 
had  been  made  known  to  Air.  Ridout  as  the  cause  of 
his  dismissal. 

I  explained  the  reasons  which  led  me  to  regard  as 
satisfactory  Mr.  Ridout's  defence  against  the  charge 
of  which  alone  he  had  \yeen  infonned,  and  I  signified 
to  you  his  late  Majesty's  commands  that  Mr.  Ridout 
should  be  permitted  to  resume  the  various  employ- 
ments from  which  he  had  been  removed.  Again^ 
this  decision  you  remonstrated  in  your  despatch  of 
the  6tli  of  February.     You  then  fur  the  first  time 
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mfermed  me  that  you  had  acted  on  this  subject  with 
the  advice  of  the  Executive  Council.  In  my  reply 
of  the  5th  of  Aprils  after  stating  my  dissent  from 
■ome  of  the  principles  which  you  had  maintained 
wHh  reference  to  this  case^  I  further  addressed  you 
in  the  following  terms  :^- 

"  From  your  despatch  of  the  6th  of  February,  I 
nour,  however,  for  the  first  time,  learn  that  Mr. 
Ridout's  removal  from  office  was  recommended  by 
the  Executive  Council ;  and  I  further  learn  that  they 
adhere  to  their  original  opinion/'  [See  the  despatch 
already  before  the  reader.] 

-    I  have  entered  on  the  preceding  statement  as  ne- 
ceiaary  to  explain  and  justify  the  very  material  fact 
niucb  I  am  desirous  to  record.     That  iact  is,  that 
the  instructions  which  you  now  refuse  to  obey  do  not 
direct  Mr.  Ridout's  reinstatement.     In  the  exercise 
tf  the  authority  with  which  I  was  invested,  I  directed 
you  to  place  a  Judge,  whom  you  had  dismissed  from 
oflice,  in  possession  of  the  grounds  of  that  very  grave 
proceeding,  before  I  could  confirm  his  removal.     I 
eaUed  upon  you  to  render  to  him  that  measure  of  jus- 
tice which  the  humblest  member  of  society  is  entitled 
to  demand,  by  making  known  to  him  what  were  the 
reasons  on  which  the  representative  of  his  Sovereign 
kttd  sentenced  him  to  degradation  and  punishment.* 

*  This  despatch  had  scarcsly  left  the  Colonial  Office  when  Toronto 
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This  is  the  instruction  which  you  meet  with  a 
and  positive  refusal.     Such  is  one  of  the  most  pro* 
minent  grounds  on  which,  at  a  moment  of  extreme 
embarrassment  and  difficulty,  you  have  resigned  the 
administration  of  the  Government  of  Upper  Canada. 
Your  deliberate  refusal  to  obey  my  instructions  of 
the  5th  of  April  is  communicated  to  me  for  the  first 
time  in  a  despatch  dated  on   the  lOth  of  September. 
It  is  to  be  collected,  from  other  communications  of 
yours  which  are  recorded  in  this  office,  that  my  de- 
spatch of  the  5th  of  April  had  reached  your  hands 
on  the  26th  of  June ;  that  is,  between  two  and  three 
months  before  the  date  of  the  peremptory  declara- 
tion that  on  this  point,  at  least,  you  would  not  oon- 
form  to  the  unequivocal  instructions  of  your  official 
superior.      You  must  permit  me  to  say  that  your 
purpose  ought  to  have  been  much  sooner  announced. 
I    cannot  acknowledge  the  justice  or   propriety  of 
leaving  me  so  long  in  ignorance  of  such  a  decision, 
and  of  the  resignation,  which  you  represent  as  im- 
mediately and  unavoidably  connected  with  it. 

I  have  thus  noticed,  separately  and  distinctly,  the 
various  accusations  of  which,  in  your  despatch  of  the 
10th  of  September,  you  have  made  me  the  object.  I 

was  attacked  by  the  rebels.     Surely  this  fact  ought  to  vindicate  the 
very  few  dismissals  which  I  had  previously  made. 

If  I  had  been  arbitrary  or  unjust,  could  I  have  withstood  the  re- 
bellion without  troops  ? 
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have  not  stopped  to  comment  on  particular  expres- 
sions,  or  on  the  general  tone  and  style  of  that  com- 
munication. The  respect  with  which  her  Majesty's 
Government  have  invariably  acknowledged  your  pub* 
Ik;  services  is  too  sincerely  entertained  to  leave  room 
for  any  other  feeling  than  that  of  regret,  in  contem- 
plating the  position  which  you  have  thought  it  proper 
to  assume  with  relation  to  them.  So  long  as  I  could 
rely  on  your  assurance  that  your  policy  would  be  re- 
gulated by  the  instructions  which  you  had  received 
from  me,  I  felt  fully  justified  in  continuing  in  your 
liands  the  administration  of  the  province.  You  now, 
however,  inform  me  that  you  have  felt  it  your  duty 
firankly  to  disclose  to  me  opinions  and  sentiments^ 
which,  being  hostile  to  the  policy  of  the  office  over 
which  I  preside,  ought  not  to  be  withheld  from  me. 
You  have  accompanied  this  disclosure  with  a  positive 
refusal  to  carry  my  instructions  into  effect,  in  a  case 
in  which  that  refusal  involves  not  only  disobedience 
to  my  directions,  but  actual  injustice  to  an  individual 
who  has  appealed  to  me  for  redress. 

Under  these  circumstances  her  Majesty's  Minis- 
ten  have,  after  the  fidlest  deliberation,  thought  it 
their  duty  to  tender  to  the  Queen  their  advice  that 
your  resignation  should  be  accepted  ;  and  I  have 
received  her  Majesty's  commands  to  signify  to  you 
W  acceptance  of  it  accordingly. 

In  conformity  with  your  request,  your  successor 
^1  proceed  to  Upper  Canada  with  the  least  possible 
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delay.  In  the  mean  time,  I  rely  oq  your  deroti&g 
the  short  period  of  your  future  administration  of  tin 
affitirs  of  Upper  Canada  to  the  protection  and  ad* 
vancement  of  those  highly  important  interests  wUcki 
during  the  last  two  years,  have  been  intrusted  toyov 
guidance  with  so  much  advantage  to  the  public  8e^ 
vice. 

I  have^  &c. 

(Signed)         Glenelg. 

(copy).  No.  11. 

Toronto,  January  26(A,  1838 

Mt  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  d 
your  Lordship's  despatch,  No.  247,  dated  '24di  No* 
vember,  1837,  in  which  you  inform  me  tliat  her 
Majesty  lias  been  graciously  pleased  to  accept  my 
resignation,  and  that  my  successor  will  proceed  to 
Upper  Canada  with  the  least  possible  delay. 

As  I  lifld  not  only  tendered  my  resignation,  but 
had  deliberately  refused  to  carry  into  effect  the  com- 
mands I  had  received  from  your  Lordship  respectbg 
the  restoration  of  Judge  Ridout  to  the  offices  firoffl 
wliich  I  had  removed  him,  and  respecting  the  elcra* 
tion  of  Mr.  Bidwell  to  the  Bench,  I  was  quite  pit- 
pared  to  liave  received  from  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment, with  the  utmost  submission,  the  above  commu- 
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liealions,  and  I  can  truly  assure  your  Lordship  that, 
Kxpeedng  they  would  have  been  delivered  to  me 
vithout  oomment,  I  was  also  not  only  prepared  but 
Imrous  to  have  expressed  to  your  Lordship  and  to 
ler  Majesty's  Government  my  deep  regret  at  having 
kom  a  sense  of  public  duty  been  obliged  to  place 
tsyself  in  opposition  to  their  wishes.  I  was  further 
prepared  to  have  begged  your  Lordship  to  pardon  any 
e&pression  which,  in  the  conscientious  resistance  of 
yoor  Lordship's  policy,  I  might  inadvertently  have 
made  use  of,  and  to  be  assured  that  it  had  never  been 
my  intention  or  desire  to  appear  wanting  to  your 
Lordship  in  respect  for  your  private  character  or 
public  station. 

These  feelings  I  continue  to  entertain ;  but  your 
Lordship's  late  communication  having  coupled  the 
iMuxptalion  of  my  resignation  with  certain  remarks, 
I  feel  it  due  to  the  station  I  yet  hold  to  record  the 
itipdsite  explanation,  particularly  because  it  is  evi- 
^to  me,  from  the  ingenuity  of  the  extracts  quoted 
i&your  despatch,  that  they  have  been  selected,  dove- 
tided,  and  then  brought  before  your  Lordship's  con- 
^Jeration  by  some  person  of  considerable  ability  and 
<i))efience  in  what  is  commonly  called  "  special 
flcading." 

1.  In  yoor  Lordship's  despatch  it  is  stated,  ''  with 
'*  tke  solitary  exception  of  the  proposed  surrender  of 
'*  the  territorial  revenue,  I  had  not,  from  the  coni- 
'*  mencement  of  your  administration  until  niy  receipt 
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of  your  despatch  of  the  10th  September,  1837,  the 
slightest  reason  to  know  or  to  surmise  that^  among 
**  the  measures  prescribed  for  your  adoption  in  my 
original  iiutructions,  there  was  any  one  to  which 
you  did  not  completely  and  cordially  subscribe  ;** 
and  your  Lordship  added,  '*  therefore  the  contrast 
**  which  you  declare  to  have  existed  between  your 
**  policy  and  mine  has  really  prevailed  in  reference  to 
'^  the  specific  measures  indicated  by  my  original  tn- 
"  strucHons.  I  can  only  state  that  niy  ignorance  of 
''  the  fact  has  been  as  unavoidable  as  it  has  been 
'*  complete." 

In  order  to  support  this  view  of  the  case,  which  €f 
course  tends  to  show  that  I  acted  irrationally  in  ten* 
dering  my  resignation,  a  few  extracts  are  selected 
from  two  or  three  of  my  despatches,  in  which  it  is 
perfectly  true  that  I  distinctly  avowed  my  approbation 
of  the  original  instructions  which,  on  my  appoint- 
ment, I  had  bad  the  honour  to  receive  from  your 
Lordship.  Nevertheless,  notwithstanding  this  avowal, 
the  whole  series  of  my  despatches  continuously  prove 
that  I  much  more  explicitly  avowed  my  disapproval 
of  your  Lordship*s  policy ;  and,  though  I  do  not  pre- 
sume to  blame  your  Lordship,  yet  I  feel  I  have  reason 
to  complain  that  extracts,  showing  my  approbation  of 
my  instructions^  are  quoted  against  me  in  your  Lord* 
ship's  despatch,  for  the  apparent  purpose  of  convict- 
ing me  of  having  expressed  my  approval  of  your 
policy,  whereas  the  disagreement  which  existed  be- 
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tween  your  Lordship  and  myself  (not  respecting  my 
iostnictions^  but  the  impolicy  of  conciliation)  has 
never  subsided  for  a  moment*  since  the  first  day  of 
my  arrival  in  this  province. 

I  could  quote  from  my  despatches,  if  it  were  neces- 
aary^  a  series  of  extracts  which  would  indisputably 
allow  that,  from  the  date  of  the  elevation  to  the  Bench 
in  Lower  Canada  of  the  author  of  the  92  resolutions, 
down  to  the  period  of  your  Lordship's  proposed  resto- 
ration in  this  province  of  Judge  Ridout,  and  of  the 
proposed  elevation  of  Mr.  Bidwell,  I  opposed,  in  the 
strongest  possible  terms,  the  fatal  system  of  concilia- 
tion; and,  far  from  my  not  having  differed  from  your 
Lordship,  I  am  sure  it  must  have  been  notorious 
tbrougbout  the  British  North  American  Colonies, 
^  even  in  England,  that  I  was  in  this  province 
<9enly  pursuing  a  course  of  policy  diametrically 
opposite  to  that  which  was  theoretically  advocated  by 
the  Colonial  Office,  and  practically  carried  into  effect 
in  Lower  Canada. 

It  is  true  that,  on  being  supported  by  the  people  of 
Vffet  Canada,  and  on  gaining  by  a  dissolution  of 
tiie Provincial  Parliament  an  overwhelming  constitu- 
tional majority  in  the  House  of  Assembly,  I  felt  it 
proper,  on  the  common  principle  of  official  courtesy, 
to  ascribe  the  whole  credit  of  the  victory  to  the  in- 
structions (not  the  policy)  which  had  emanated  from 
W  Majesty's  Government ;  but  I  certainly  did  not 
Expect  that  this  compliment  would  have  been  quuUNl 
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against  me  with  a  view  to  show  that  your  Lordship 
had  received  no  notice  or  warning  that  I  was  hostile 
to  the  policy  of  her  Majesty's  Government,  until  you 
were  suddenly  embarrassed  by  the  receipt  of  my 
unexpected  resignation,  dated  10th  September,  1837. 

2.  Your  Lordship's  despatch  next  proceeds  at 
great  length  to  show  *'  that  there  is  no  one  of  my 
reputed  acts  or  proceedings  in  which  the  general  in- 
terests of  the  province  were  involved  which  has  not 
received  your  sanction." 

Your  Lordship's  despatch  supports  this  assertion 
by  quotations  from  yoiu*  own  despatches,  which,  as 
far  as  the  words  go,  clearly  substantiate  the  fact,  but 
your  Lordship's  despatch  has  omitted  the  datu, 
which,  had  they  been  quoted  with  the  words,  would 
have  proved  the  accuracy  of  my  complaint,  which 
was,  not  that  support  had  been  altogether  denied  me, 
but  that  it  had  been  withheld  from  me  during  the 
various  struggles  in  which  I  had  been  involved ;  and, 
as  Lord  Chesterfield  granted  it  to  Johnson,  only  be 
stoAved  when  success  had  considerably  impaired  its 
unportance. 

I  have  before  me  a  quantity  of  minute  evidence  od 
this  subject,  but,  casting  it  aside,  I  ap|>eal  at  once  to 
the  English  Government  newspapers  and  to  tbc 
Journals  of  the  House  of  Commons — both  of  which 
I  am  sure  will  prove  to  any  unprejudiced  persoD 
that,  ever  since  my  arrival  in  this  province,  a  most 
remarkable  silence  has  shrouded  every  victory  which 
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I  have  gained  over  the  RepuMicans  ;  and,  as  one  in- 
instance  of  this  discouraging  system,  I  may  observe 
that  Mr.  Hume  was  allowed,  on  the  floor  of  the 
House  of  Commons,  to  act  in  the  fictitious  character 
of  accredited  agent  or  representative  of  the  people  of 
Upper  Canada,  long  after  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment were  in  official  possession  of  my  despatch  con- 
cerning a  report  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  which 
in  the  strongest  possible  terms  repudiated  Mr.  Hume 
as  well  as  the  treasonable  language  which  he  had 
addressed  to  Mr.  M'Kenzie,  for  whose  apprehension^ 
as  an  absconded  traitor,  the  sum  of  one  thousand 
pounds  is  at  this  moment  offered  by  the  Executive 
Government  of  this  province. 

As  the  above  observations  will,  I  conceive,  suffi- 
dently  prove  what,  in  British  North  America,  is 
perfectly  notorious — namely,  that  in  the  arduous 
rtm^les  in  which  I  have  been  engaged  here,  I  have 
wit  received  from  her  Majesty's  Government  oppor- 
tune support,  I  feel  it  unnecessary  to  notice  the  par- 
tieular  cases  of  Captain  Macaulay,  the  Executive 
Council,  the  loyal  addresses,  the  speech  from  the 
Throne,  and  Mr.  Sullivan's  appointment,  which 
tte  adverted  to  at  great  length  in  your  Lordship's 
despatch,  and  which,  I  can  assure  your  Lordship, 
Would  appear  to  you  under  a  very  diflFerent  aspect 
Were  I,  by  a  proper  adjustment  of  dates  and  facts, 
to  lay  the  subjects  fairly  before  you.  I  will,  there- 
fore, at  once  proceed  to  the  non-confirmation  of  her 
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Majesty's  Attorney  and  Solicitor-General,  which^  in 
my  despatch  of  the  10th  of  September,  I  so  seriously 
complained  of. 

Your  Lordship's  observations  on  this  subject,  in 
your  late  despatch,  require  but  little  reply,  as  it 
appears  that  all  I  complained  of  is,  in  fact,  admitted 
by  your  Lordship,  that  is  to  say,  you  admit  that  bodi 
these  important  appointments  were  suspended  merdj 
because  *^  A  member  of  the  General  Assembly  of 
Scotland  had  transmitted  for  your  Lordship's  inform- 
ation certain  printed  resolutions  of  the  Presbytery 
of  that  Church  in  Upper  Canada,  which  resolutiou 
represented  that  in  the  session  of  1836  Mr. 
Hagerman  had,  in  his  place  in  the  House  of  Ae- 
sembly  of  Upper  Canada,  held  language  and  pur- 
sued a  line  of  conduct  highly  injurious  to  the  cha- 
racter and  interests  of  the  Scotch  Church,  and  in 
direct  opposition  to  the  avowed  policy  and  recorded 
opinions  of  the  Ministers  of  the  Crown." 

It  has  now  turned  out  that  your  Lordship's  soli- 
tary self-interested  informant  (a  Scotchman,  whose 
accusations  were  founded  on  some  extract  he  had 
read  from  a  most  profligate  newspaper)  was  in  error 
but,  even  had  he  been  right,  I  respectfully  repeat 
and  maintain,  that  so  long  as  a  colony  has  a  pro- 
vincial legislature  which  can  read,  write,  and  speak 
for  itself,  no  private  individual  who  gets  worsted  in  a 
religious  squabble  should  be  allowed  to  arrest,  in 
opposition  to  the  recommendation  of  the  Lieutenant- 
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Governor,  the  promotion  of  both  her  Majesty's 
Attorney  and  Solicitor-General,  until  they  can  pub- 
licly vindicate  themselves  from  the  poisonous  accusa- 
tions which  the  secret  informer  has  been  allowed  to 
pour  into  the  ear  of  the  Colonial  Minister. 

The  Attorney-General  (Mr.  Hagerman)  is  known 
at  your  Lordship's  office  to  be  a  stanch  uncompro- 
mising supporter  of  British  principles,  and  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  repeating  that  the  marked  indignity 
wliich  he  and  the  Solicitor-General  have  received 
bas  had  a  bad  moral  effect. 

3.  With  respect  to  the  reception  which  was  given 
at  your  Lordship's  office  to  the  Solicitor- General, 
the  Honourable  W.  H.  Draper,  who,  as  a  member 
of  my  Executive  Council,  was  especially  despatched 
by  me  to  your  Lordship,  to  explain  the  views  which 
the  Executive  Government  here  took  in  opposition 

to  the  departmental  conduct  of  Mr. (who  was 

eoDsequently  exactly  the  last  individual  in  the  pro- 
vince whom  it  would  have  been  proper  to  ha^e 
selected  for  such  a  mission),  I  have  only  to  inform 
your  Lordship  that  Mr.  Draper,  whose  mild  inoffen- 
sive character  and  sound  constitutional  principles 
are  highly  admired  here,  on  his  return  to  Toronto 
fitmi  England,  confessed  to  me,  rather  than  com- 
plained, that  in  the  course  of  his  lifetime  he  had 
never  had  so  much  difficulty  in  suppressing  his  feel- 
ings as  on  his  first  interview  with  your  Lordship's 
Under-Secretary,  Mr.  Stephen,  whose  whole  manner 
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towards  Iiim  was  not  only  repulsive  but  highly 
oflFensive. 

Had  Messrs. and  Draper  been  mere  pri?ate 

individuals,  the  eulogiuip  which  your  Lordship's  de- 
spatch passes  on  the  former,  and  the  neglect  which 
was  shown  to  the  latter,  would  interest  no  one ;  but» 
while  Mr.  Draper  appeared  at  the  Colonial  Office  u 
a  member  of  my  Executive  Council,  and  as  an  indi- 
vidual devotedly  attached  to  constitutional  princi- 
ples, Mr. appeared  there  recorded  as  one  of 

the  five  members  of  my  late  Executive  Councili  who, 
shortly  after  my  arrival,  had  made  an  attack  upoi 
the  constitution,  which,  being  immediately  backed  bj 
the  then  House  of  Assembly,  obliged  me  to  dissoW 
the  Parliament  and  appeal  to  the  people  (who  sup- 
ported me) ,  which  had  the  effect  of  discarding  Mr. 
Speaker  Bidwell  and  the  other  republican  memben 
from  the  House  of  Assembly. 

It  was  also  recorded  in  your  Lordship's  office  that 

Mr. had    been  named   with  Mr.  Bidwell,  Mr. 

Papineau,  and  others  of  the  same  politics,  as  com- 
missioners for  an  object  which,  though  artfully 
veiled,  was  very  generally  and  natm*ally  here  be- 
lieved to  be  revolutionary.  Under  these  circum- 
stances, surely  it  must  be  very  evident  to  your  Lord- 
ship that  it  would  have  appeared  a  measure  of  con- 
ciliation highly  offensive  to  my  Council  had  1, 
as  Lieutenant-Governor  of  this  province,  selected 
Mr.  • as  the  individual  in  Upper  Canada  most 
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wortiiy  of  my  confidence ;  and  it  certainly  remains 
for  whoever  may  have  advised  your  Lordship  on  this 
•ubject  to  explain  why,  when  all  these  facts  were 
reemrded  in  the  Ciolonial  Office,  your  Lordship's  de- 
qmtch  should  persist  in  giving  so  decided  a  prefer- 
ence to  Mr. ,  at  the  expense  of  Mr.  Draper,  a 

feyal  member  of  my  Executive  Council,  whom  I  had 
especially  despatched  to  your  Lordship  to  explain 
the  precise  views  of  the  Executive  Government,  of 
which  he  officially  was  cognizant. 

With  respect  to  the  despatches  on  the  subject  of 
Mr.  Draper's  mission,  which  were  given  to  Major 
Bonnycastle  instead  of  to  Mr.  Draper  (although  it 
was  known  at  the  Colonial  Office  that  both  these 
gentlemen  were  to  sail  for  New  York  in  the  same 
packet),  your  Lordship  states, — 

I  fully  intended  to  make  Mr.  Draper  the  bearer  of  the 
despatches  in  question.  With  that  view  he  was  requested 
to  attend  at  this  office.  He  intended  to  do  so,  but,  from 
causes  unexplained  and  luiknown  to  me,  Mr.  Draper  left 
England  without  presenting  himself  at  this  office,  and  the 
employment  of  another  messenger  was  therefore  a  matter 
of  inevitable  necessity. 

If  the  united  testimony  of  Mr.  Draper  and  of 
Major  Bonnycastle  be  correct,  your  Lordship's 
obliging  intentions  towards  Mr.  Draper  have  been 
frustrated  in  a  manner  which  I  think  it  but  proper 
yonr  Lordship  should  be  made  acquainted  with. 

Mr.  Draper  admits  that,  by  appointment,  he  was  to 
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have  called  at  the  Colonial  Office  on  the  day  befoie 
the  packet  sailed  ;  that  he  did  call  accordingly,  but 
not  at  the  appointed  hour.     Major  Bonnycastle,  how- 
ever, states  that  your  Under-Secretary,  Mr.  Stephen, 
told  him,  two  or  three  days  previous  to  the  sailing  of 
the  packet^  that  he  (Major  Bonnycastle)  would  be 
the  bearer  of  the  despatches ;  that  be  accordingly 
asked  Mr.  Murdock  (a  clerk  in  your  Lordship's  ofliee^ 
who,  he  was  informed,  had  charge  of  the  Upper  Ca- 
nada correspondence)  for  them ;  that  Mr.  Murdock 
told  him  that  the  despatches  would  not  be  given  to 
him ;  that  he  (Major  Bonnycastle)  went  and  told  Mr. 
Stephen  what  Mr.  Murdock  had  said,  upon  which 
Mr.  Stephen  sent  for  Mr.  Murdock,  and,  in  his  (Major 
Boimycastle's)  presence,  told  Mr.  Murdock,  very  an- 
grily, that  he,  Mr.  Murdock,  ought  to  obey  the  iar 
structions  he  had  received,  and  that  he  wm  to  gin 
the  despatches  to  Major  Bonnycastle. 

4.  I  will  now  proceed  to  the  two  principal  topics 
in  your  Lordship's  despatch,  namely,  my  refusal  to 
raise  Mr.  Bidwell  to  the  Bench,  or  to  restore  Judge 
Ridout  to  the  offices  from  which  I  had  removed  him 
and  my  consequent  resignation. 

My  Lord,  I  had  not  been  a  fortnight  in  this  coun- 
try when  your  Lordship  wrote  to  me,  suggesting  for 
my  consideration  "  that  it  would  be  a  very  judicious 
act  on  tlie  part  of  the  Government  to  place  in  sta- 
tions of  trust  and  honour  those  gentlemen  of  Upper 
Canada  (Mr.  Rolph  and  Mr.  Speaker  Bidwell)  who 
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had  been  represented  to  you  as  among  the  most  able, 
popular,  and  estimable  men  in  the  colony." 

The  recommendation  submitted  by  your  Lordship 
for  my  consideration  was,  ''  that  Mr.  Rolph  should 
be  a  member  of  the  Executive  Council,  and  Mr.  Bid- 
well  be  placed  on  the  judicial  bencb." 

5.  Wkh  respect  to  Dr.  Rolph,  the  first  individual 
mentioned  to  me  by  your  Lordship  as  a  person  whom 
it  might  **  be  a  very  Judicious  act  on  the  part  of  the 
Chcemment  to  place  in  a  station  of  trust  and  honour," 
I  feel  it  only  necessary  to  state  that,  next  to  Mr. 
M'Kenzie,  Dr.  Rolph  has  been  proved  to  have  been 
the  most  insidious,  the  most  crafty,  the  most  blood- 
thirsty, the  most  treacherous,  the  most  cowardly,  and, 
taking  his  character  altogether,  the  most  infamous  of 
the  traitors  who  lately  assailed  us.  After  having 
been  the  person  who  fixed  the  day  on  which  Toronto 
was  to  be  attacked,  be  hypocritically  undertook  to  be 
the  bearer  of  my  appeal  to  the  rebels,  to  avoid  the 
effusion  of  human  blood ;  and  it  has  actually  been 
proved  before  the  Commission  which  is  now  investi- 
gating this  treasonable  affair,  that,  after  Dr.  Rolph 
and  Mr.  Robert  Baldwin  had  delivered  this  message 
from  me,  the  former.  Dr.  Rolph,  went  aside  with  two 
of  the  principal  traitors,  and  diabolically  recom- 
mended them  to  come  and  attack  the  town. 

I  wiU  only  add  that  Dr.  Rolph's  consciousness  of 
the  part  he  had  acted  prompted  him  to  fly'  to  the 
United  States  (before  any  idea  was'  entertained  of 
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arreflting  him)  the  moment  it  becme  endent  thift 
the  treacherous  attack  he  had  pUumed  would  art 
succeed.  As  a  fugitive  traitor,  his  seat  in  the  Howe 
of  Assembly  has  just  been  declared  void,  with  mdf 
two  dissentient  voices,  which  merely  disagreed  on  a 
question  of  form. 

With  respect  to  the  other  individual  (Mr.  Bid* 
well)  mentioned  to  me  by  your  Lordship  as  a  peiMi 
whom  it  might  *^  be  a  veryJwMckm^  aet  on  tke  fmt 
of  the  Crovemment  to  phee  in  a  station  of  trmH  md 
honour,^'  it  is  certainly  remarkable  that,  within  kn 
than  a  month  from  the  date  of  the  above  recommend* 
ation,  both  he  (Mr.  Bidwell)  and  Dr.  Rdph,  tk 
fonkier  as  Speaker,  the  latter  as  Executive  CSoondl- 
lor,  joined  in  perhaps  the  most  ferodoua  attack  tint 
ever  was  made  by  any  CSoundl  or  House  of  Asaemhlf 
upon  the  Ldeutenant- (Governor  of  the  colony.  Ike 
grossly  insulting  language  which  was  used  against 
me,  every  word  of  which  has  long  ago  been  trans- 
mitted to  your  Lordship^  is,  I  maintain,  without  pre- 
cedent ;  and,  although  your  Lordship  did  not  sup- 
port me  during  this  conflict  with  these  persons,  yet, 
when  it  was  decided  in  my  favour,  you  did  not  hesitate 
to  approve  of  the  resistance  I  had  made  against  their 
violent  aggression  upon  the  constitution  of  the  pro- 
vince. Nevertheless,  notwithstanding  Mr.  Bidwdl, 
in  consequence  of  his  Republican  doctrines,  and  of 
his  avowed  connexion  with  Mr.  Papineau,  was  pub- 
licly driven,  not  only  from  the  Speakership,  but  from 
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the  House  of  Assembly  itself;  and  notwithstanding 
that  in  my  Despatch  No.  41,  dated  5th  April,  lb37, 
I  voluntarily  explained  to  your  Lordship  why  I  could 
not  conscientiously  place  him  on  the  Bench,  yet,  with 
all  this  mass  of  evidence  on  your  mind,  your  Lord- 
ship deemed  it  advisable  deliberately  to  inform  me 
that  it  was  the  wish  of  her  Majesty's  Government 
that  the  situation  of  Judge  of  the  Court  of  King's 
Befluch  should,  in  case  of  an  expected  vacancy,  be 
offered  to  Mr.  Bidwell ! 

In  vindication  of  this  appointment  your  Lordship's 
late  despatch  states  as  follows . — '*  I  confess  that  it 
'*  did  not  appear  to  me  fit  that,  under  such  circum- 
*"  stances,  he  (Mr.  Bidwell)  should  be  punished  by  a 
"  permanent  and  irreparable  incapacity  for  a  promotion 
**  to  which,  on  the  grounds  of  private  character,  no 
••  objection  could  be  raised,  and  to  which,  on  the 
**  grounds  of  professional  eminence,  he  had  the  highest 
possible  title.  It  appeared  to  me  dangerous,  or 
rather  impracticable,  to  govern  the  province  on  the 
principle  of  a  proscription  of  the  whole  of  one  largt 
^  body  of  the  inhabitants." 

What  were  the  dangers  which  your  Lordship 
apprehended,  —  what  were  the  principles  upon 
which  your  Lordship  proposed  to  govern  the  North 
American  colonies, — ^and  why  your  Lordsliip  desig- 
nated the  small  band  of  traitors,  whose  conspiracy 
has  lately  been  exploded  without  the  assistance  of  a 
single  soldier,  '*  ih&  whok  of  one  large  body  of  the 
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inhabitants'' — I    will  not  presume  to  inquire,  but 
will  simply  state  the  foUowing  fact. 

Your  Lordship's  communication  to  me  of  the  desire 
of  her  Majesty's  Government  to  elevate  Mr.  Bid- 
well  to  the  Bench  reached  me  on  the  Ist  of  Septem- 
her  last,  just  two  days  after  Mr.  Bid  well  had  addresBed 
a  letter  to  Mr.  O'Callaghan  (a  traitor,  for  whose 
apprehension  a  reward  of  500/.  has  been  offered  by 
Lord  Gosford),  which  was  published  in  his  own 
newspaper^  and  of  which  the  following  is  an  ex- 
tract : — 

Retired  from  public  life,  probably  for  ever,  I  still  look 
with  the  deepest  interest  and  sympathy  on  the  efibrti  of 
those  who  are  actively  contending  for  the  great  prindpki 
of  liberty  and  good  government.  Your  great  and  powc^ 
ful  exertion  in  the  cause  of  liberty  and  justice  I  liafB 
noticed  with  admiration  and  respect,  and  I  look  with  deep 
interest  on  the  stniggle  in  Lower  Canada,  between  an 
insulted,  oppressed,  and  injured  people  and  their  op- 
pressors.— All  hope  of  justice  from  the  authorities  in  Eng- 
land seems  to  be  extinguished. 

My  Lord,  if  I  have  been  wanting  in  respect  to  her 
Majesty's  Ministers,  I  offer  to  them  the  foregoing  ex- 
tract as  my  aj)ology ;  for  even  at  this  moment  of  my 
approaching  departure  for  ever  from  this  province,  the 
very  idea  of  my  having  been  desired  to  elevate  the 
writer  of  such  sentiments  to  the  British  Bench 
creates  within  me  feelings  which  it  is  difficult  to  sup- 
press.    Under  the   excitement  of  these  feelings,  I 
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positively  refused  to  obey  your  Lordship^s  instructions, 
and  I  respectfully  tendered  to  her  Majesty  my  resig- 
nation of  the  station  I  hold.  Events  have  since 
iHt)ved  that  the  judgment  I  had  formed  of  the  dan- 
gerous effects  of  conciliation  was  not  incorrect. 
IVeason,  which  had  long  slumbered  in  this  province, 
Iiaving  been  fanned  by  conciliation,  suddenly  burst 
kito  a  flame.  The  details  of  the  late  rebellion,  as 
contained  in  my  despatch  dated  December  1 9th,  No. 
132,  have  already  explained  to  your  Lordship  that  on 
the  7th  of  December  last  the  brave  militia  of  Upper 
Canada  drove  the  rebels  from  their  position  at  Gal- 
Ws  Hill ;  that  their  place  of  rendezvous,  Montgo- 
mery's Tavern,  immediately  fell  into  their  possession; 
and  that,  on  a  small  party  reaching  it,  they  found, 
brought  out,  and  imfurled  in  triumph  before  their 
comrades,  the  traitor  s  flag,  upon  which  was  inscribed 
in  large  letters, — 

"  BiDWELL  and  the  glorious  minority, 
1837,  and  a  good  beginning." 
My  Lord,  if  that  flag  had,  as  was  expected  by  its 
followers,  triumphantly  entered  Toronto,  I  have  no 
hesitation  in  saying  it  would  have  waved  over  the 
^se  of  every  loyal  subject  in  the  city ;  indeed,  we 
kive  received  evidence  that  a  general  massacre  of  the 
Queen's  loyal  subjects  would  have  been  attempted. 
The  flag  in  question  was  captured  on  the  7th 
IWmber  last,  just  six  days  after  the  departure  from 
IX)wning  Street  of  your  Lordship's  despatch,  which. 
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in  reply  to  my  declai-ation,  that,  tso  long  as  I  oontinoed 
to  be  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Upper  Canada,  I  wouM 
never  raise  Mr.  Bidwell  to  the  Bench,  informed  me 
"  that  her  Majesty's  ministers  have,  after  thefiiBeti 
deliberation,  thought  it  their  duty  to  tender  to  the 
Queen  their  advice  that  my  resignation  should  k 
accepted.'' 

I  beg  leave  to  place  these  fisM^ts  on  record,  withmtt 
a  comment. 

7.  It  gives  me  pain  to  reply  to  that  part  of  yoor 
Lordship's  despatch  which  relates  to  my  refusal  to 
restore  Judge  Ridout  to  the  offices  from  which  I  had 
removed  him.  The  despatch  says  nothing  in  &voar 
of  the  Judge's  proposal  to  tar  and  feather  me; 
nothing  in  favour  of  the  whole  course  of  his  political 
misconduct ;  nor  does  it  in  any  way  oppose  my  opimon, 
or  the  opinion  of  the  Executive  Council*  that  Judge 
Ridout  was  not  a  proper  person  to  be  allowed  to 
continue  in  office  under  the  British  Government; 
but  the  despatch  clings  with  inexplicable  tenacity  to 
a  fact  which  I  have  always  fully  admitted,  namely, 
that  I  disclosed  to  Judge  Ridout  only  a  part,  instead 
of  the  whole,  of  the  reasons,  for  which  I  had  felt  it 
necessary  to  inform  him  that  his  late  Majesty  bad 
no  further  occasion  for  his  services ;  and  because  I  had 
adopted  this  course,  your  Lordship  declares,  "  it  wai 
impossible  for  me  to  advert  to  any  other  grounds  of 
accusation  than  that  which  had  been  made  knovrn  to 
Mr.  Ridout  as  the  cause  of  his  dismissal."     Eveu  iu 
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peaceful  times,  I  am  not  aware  that  it  is  usual  always 
to  satisfy  every  public  servant  of  all  the  reasons  for 
which  his  services  are  no  longer  required  ;  but  in  the 
moment  of  mutiny,  or  on  the  eve  of  a  traitorous  in- 
surrection, such  as  I  have  just  quelled,  any  man  who 
understands  how  to  wield,  power,  knows,  that  a  well* 
timed  and  unexpected  display  of  just  authority  inva- 
riably effects  most  striking  results.  This  result  was 
strongly  exemplified  in  my  dismissal  of  Mr.  Ridout, 
which  so  effectually  checked  the  insults  the  republi- 
cans were  preparing  to  offer  me,  that  it  rendered  it 
ihnort  unnecessary  for  me  again  to  defend  myself; 
whereas,  in  Lower  Canada,  the  conciliatory  or  enduring 
system  of  her  Majesty's  Government  was  exercised 
until  the  Royal  Gazette,  suddenly  teemed  with  dis- 
missals, which,  however,  were  too  late  to  produce  any- 
thing but  the  most  insulting  and  disreputable  replies. 

My  Lord,  I  submit  to  the  candid  consideration  of 
your  Lordship,  that  my  administration  of  the  govern- 
nieat  of  Upper  Canada  had  not  authorised  her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  to  consider  me  as  an  arbitrary 
or  vindictive  man  ;  there  was,  therefore,  no  reason 
|o  presuppose  that  I  had  acted  without  reflection  in 
any  dismissal  I  had  effected ;  but  Mr.  Ridout*s  case, 

it  has  been  detailed  to  your  Lordship,  proves  that 
is  dismissal  was  decided  on  by  my  judgment  and  not 
by  my  passions,  for  there  was  not  the  slightest  occasion 
liat  I  should  have  consulted  either  the  Attorney-Gene- 
-al  or  the  Executive  Council  on  the  subject ;  and  the 
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very  fact  of  my  having  done  so  proves  that  I  was  de^ 
sirous  to  be  guided  by  reason  and  justice.  As  I  have 
already  stated  to  your  Lordship,  Mr.  Ridout's  repub- 
lican friends,  fancying  that  his  dismissal  might,  in  a 
city  where  abnost  universal  suffrage  prevails,  secure 
his  election  as  an  alderman,  tried  the  experiment, 
and  failed ;  he  has  never  ventured  to  petition  even  the 
House  of  Assembly  on  the  subject ;  and  I  feel  I  may 
say  that  every  man  of  respectability  in  the  province, 
who  is  cognizant  of  the  facts,  is  conscious  that  Mr. 
Ridout*s  dismissal  was  not  only  just,  but  a  necessaiy 
measure ;  and  I  have  only  to  add  that,  in  the  kto 
insurrection,  which  has  tested  all  men*s  prindpkii 
Mr.  Ridout  is  almost  the  only  individual  of  a  respect- 
able family  who  has  not  either  taken  up  or  declared 
himself  ready  to  take  up  arms,  to  put  down  insur* 
rection,  or  to  repel  the  perfidious  invasion  of  thk 
province  by  American  citizens.* 

My  Lord,  I  have  now  finished  the  painful  duty  of 
replying  to  your  Lordship's  last  communication ;  and, 
as  I  daily  expect  to  hear  of  the  arrival  in  the  pro- 
vince of  my  successor,  I  can  have  little  desire  to 
protract   a  discussion  which  nothing  but   a  strong 

•  After  1  had  retired  from  the  Government  of  Upper  Canada,  Sir 
George  Arthur,  who  succeeded  me,  investigated  Mr.  Ridout*s  ctie 
by  order  of  the  Colonial  Office :  every  chance  was  given  to  him  in  ny 
absence  of  shewing  cause  for  his  restoration  to  office. — I  under^t^ 
that  he  totally  failed,  and  that  Sir  George  Arthur  most  decidedly 
recoraraended  that  Judge  Ridout  should  not  be  restored  to  ttie 
offices  from  which  I  had  removed  liim. 
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of  duty  would  have  forced  me  to  undertake; 
Your  Lordship  cannot,  I  think,  help  observing  with 
astcmishmenty  that,  in  the  particular  cases  mentioned 
iit  this  despatch,  the  friends  of  British  institutions 
haVe  certainly  been  depressed,  and  their  opponents 
devated,  by  the  Colonial  Office ;  your  Lordship,  how- 
ever^  would,  I  believe,  not  only  be  astonished,  but 
alarmed,  were  I  indisputably  to  prove  to  you,  as  I 
readily  could  do,  that  this  unnatural  and  destructive 
system  has  long  characterised  the  practical  policy  of 
the  Colonial  Office,  although  it  has  been  governed 
by  noUemen,  like  your  Lordship,  of  high  character 
and  wwth. 

I  should  not  do  justice  to  the  brave  and  loyal  peo- 
ple of  Upper  Canada,  who  have  protected  my  charac- 
ter^  my  policy,  and  my  life,  were  I,  in  taking  leave 
of  them  as  well  as  of  your  Lordship,  to  shrink  from 
recording  as  my  deliberate  opinion  that  the  hidden 
cauae  of  our  colonial  misrule— >the  secret  reason  why 
Pi^neau,  M'Kenzie,  Rolph,  Bidwell,  Bedart,  De- 
bortz,  Ridout,  and  others  of  similar  politics,  have  been 
opeulj  supported  by  the  Colonial  Office  in  propor- 
tion as  the  loyal  population  has  been  depressed — has 
already  been  disclosed  to  your  Lordship  in  my  de- 
spatch No.  132,  dated  19th  December,  1837,  of 
which  the  following  is  an  extract : — 

"  Mt  Lord^ — It  has  long  been  notorious  to  every  British 
subject  in  the  Canadas  that  your  Lordship's  Under-Secre- 
tary, the  author  of  our  colonial  despatches,  is  a  rank  re- 
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IwUiwii  Hit  iartiawnti^: Ui  eondhiatp. aadL  hbifoBliBd 
^uuTMter  we  here  alike  deteitecU  and  I  cnckM  to  jm 
Lordship  Mr.  M'Kauie's  last  newspaper^  iriiich.  tnS$fanfi$ 
as  it  b«  contains  nothing  more  conducive  to  treason  tfaaa  the 
extracts  which,  as  its  text,  it  ezultingly  quotes  from  the 
jpublished  opinions  of  her  Majesty's  Under-Secretaiy  Jt 
State  for  the  Colonies!** 

The  following  are  the  extracts  above  alluded  lb  as 
republished  by  Mr.  M'Kenzie : — 

<<  Evidence  gi?en  by  James  Stephen,  jmiior,  Aanstaili 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  before  the  House  c^ 
Commons  Committee  on  the  Govemm^it  of  Canada;  Iflllfc 
It  is  impossible  (says  Mr.  Stephen)  to  suppose  the  OUH^ 
dians  dread  your  power;  it  is  not  easy  to  beliore  Afil  Ikl 
abstract  duty  of  Ic^ahy,  as  distingukhed  fton  tbe  MOiteMt 
of  loyalty,  can  be  very  strongly  Mt.,  The  right  of  W||fii)li|| 
EUiropean  dominion  has  been  so  often  asserted  iuNoijJ^yl 
South  America,  that  revolt  can  scarcely  be  esteemed  k 
those  continents  as  criminal  or  disgracefuL  Neither  doei 
it  seem  to  me  that  a  sense  of  national  pride  or  importance  if 
in  your  favour.  It  cannot  be  regarded  as  an  enviable  dii> 
tinction  to  remain  the  only  dependent  portion  of  the  Neir 
World." 

As  Lieutenant-Governor  of  this  province  I  have 
already  stated  my  opinion  of  these  execrable  senti- 
ments. That  they  are  totally  incompatible  widi  fk 
station  of  an  Under-Secretary  of  State  for  the  Gofe- 
nies  is,  I  conceive,  a  fact  which  is  undeniable ;  aal 
that  these  sentiments  are  not  only  disloyal,  bat  e^ 
roneous,  ml],  I  think,  appear  from  the  foUowiog 
short  observations : — 
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1.  Mr.  Stefphen  says  **  it  is  ingMsibk  to  9ujyto§€ 
ike  Canadimu  dread  your  power.**  That  they  do 
dread  our  pomrer  has  just  been  proved  by  the  late 
total  defeat  of  Mr.  Papineau  and  the  whole  of  bis 
force,  who  laid  down  their  arms  to  our  soldiers ;  all 
the  principal  leaders  have  absconded  for  no  other 
reason  but  "  dread  of  our  power. ^*  2.  Mr.  Stephen 
asserts,  that  on  this  continent  "  revolt  can  scarcely  be 
esteemed  as  criminal  or  disgraceful.**  That  th  e  in 
hahitaiits  of  Upper  Canada,  like  all  honoiu^ble  men, 
eoadder  revolt  against  the  parental  Government 
under  which  they  live  as  an  act  both  criminal  and  dis* 
graceful,  has  been  proved  by  the  noble  and  successful 
eiertions  they  have  just  made  to  put  down  treason 
and  to  bring  to  justice  concealed  traitors.  3.  Mr. 
Stephen  declares  as  his  opinion,  "  that  it  cannot  be 
regarded  as  an  emnable  distinction  to  remain  the  only 
dependent  portion  of  the  New  fVorld** 

Not  only  has  Upper  Canada  put  down  insurrection, 
but  its  iM'ave  and  high*minded  inhabitants  have  just 
rofihed,  armed  as  well  as  unarmed,  to  their  eastern  as 
well  as  to  their  western  frontier,  to  repel  the  invasion 
of  their  allies^  American  citizens,  who,  from  New 
York  to  Michigen,  have  been  collecting  money,  men, 
and  arms,  for  the  object  of  forcibly  branding  Upper 
Canada  with  the  independence  or  mobocracy  under 
which  they  themselves  are  publicly  suffering. 

The  American  force  which  has  been  brought  against 
us,  although  powerful  enough  against  all  their  au- 
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thorities  to  rob  their  own  state-arsenab  of  arms  and 
cannon,  proved  unable  to  attain  its  perfidious  otgeeti 
and  I  have  no  hesitation  in  saying  that  Upper  Canada 
feels  at  this  moment  proud  of  the  "  enviable  distine- 
tion'*  of  being  dependent  on  the  British  empire,  whose 
brilliant  history  it  venerates,  and  whose  Sovereign  it 
affectionately  adores,  with  a  loyalty  which  baa  joit 
called  forth  the  unsolicited  thanks  and  admiration  of 
the  three  branches  of  the  Legislature  of  the  gallant 
province  of  New  Brunswick,  another  North  Ameiicaa 
province  which,  contrary  to  Mr.  Stephen*s  theory, 
voluntarily  remains  ''  one  of  the  dependent  porUem 
of  the  New  Warldr 

As  I  entertain  no  sentiments  of  animosity  againrt 
Mr.  Stephen,  it  has  been  with  very  great  reluGtanoi 
that  I  have  mentioned  his  name ;  but,  being  deeply 
sensible  that  this  province  has  been  signally  pio* 
tected  by  an  omnipotent  Providence  during  the  late 
unnatural  rebellion,  I  feel  it  my  duty,  in  retiring 
from  this  continent,  to  divulge,  through  your  Lord- 
ship, to  my  Sovereign,  my  opinion  of  the  latent  cause 
of  our  unfortunate  misgovernment  of  the  Canadas. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be. 
My  Lord, 
Your  Lordship's  most  obedient 

humble  servant, 
(Signed)  F.  B.  Head. 
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With  respect  to  the  foregoing  serious  allegations  I 
miiBt  be  pennitted  at  once  to  express  my  deep  and 
unfeigned  regret  at  the  necessity  which,  in  a  moment 
of  rebellion,  obliged  me,  in  the  stem  performance  of 
a  most  arduous  duty,  to  assail  the  political  principles 
(guoted  against  me  by  Mr.  M'Kenziejust  be/ore  the 
aUaek  of  Tcrantd)  of  a  gentleman  whose  moral  cha- 
racter 18  above  all  reproach. 

It  is  necessary,  however,  in  my  own  defence,  I 
should  now  inform  the  reader  that  not  only  did  my  pre- 
decessor, his  Excellency  Sir  John  Colborne,  distinctly 
allude  to  this  secret  irresponsible  influence,  but  that, 
in  two  most  able  reports  lately  addressed  to  her  Ma- 
jesty by  the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  As- 
sembly of  Upper  Canada,  reflections  are  diretcly  made 
against  Mr.  Stephen's  influence  and  principles ;  the 
Legislative  Council  describing  him  as  ''  a  gentleman 
in  the  Colonial  Department," — the  House  of  As- 
sembly openly  mentioning  his  name. 

Besides  this,  in  the  leading  article  of  the  Montreal 
Gazette  (one  of  the  most  respectably-conducted 
papers  in  Lower  Canada)  there  appeared,  on  the 
22nd  of  November  last,  eight  months  after  I  had  left 
Upper  Canada,  the  following  observations : — 

We  do  not  desire,  as  we  have  never  wished,  to  screen  Lord 
y  as  the  head  of  that  branch  of  the  Government, 


from  censure  or  blame  for  the  entire  absence,  or  at  least 
neglect,  of  those  qualities  which  go  to  the  formation  of  an 
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eficient  minister  of  the  Crown  in  his  especial  sphefe  of  duty ; 
but  we  may  express  our  regret  that  a  person,  so  esrimableia 
private  life,  should  have  been  seduced  from  the  quiet  tenor  of 
his  way^  to  accept  office  in  a  department,  in  which  the  moit 
laborious  assiduity  and  the  most  resolute  fimmess  of  dedwrn 
were  essentially  necessary — qualities  in  which  his  Lorddiip 
eould  not  but  have  felt  his  incompetency.     Like  lus  eoDeagms 
he  has  appeared  to  consider  that,  where  polities  and  partiei 
in  England  were  not  affected  by  the  matter  in  qaestioD, 
every  possible  evasion  of  decision,  superficial  examination, 
conciliation  of  the  violent,  or  the  exposure  of  the  peaoeible, 
and  sacrifice  of  the  weak  to  the  party  interests  of  the  influ- 
ential, might  be  practised  with  impunity,  and  that  aeeidmlf 
caprice,  or  inattention  to  official  duties,  would  not  be  noticed 
in  Parliament,  and  public  scandal  would  be  thereby  avoided. 
Notwithstanding  this  opinion  which  we  entertain,  every  man 
of  common  observation  must  be  aware  of  the  utter  impoasi- 
bility  of  any  individual,   however  gifted  or  laborJooB,  to 
perform  all  the  duties  of  such  an  office ;  he  must  be  mote  or 
less  dependent  upon  his  subordinates,  especially  for  state- 
ments of  facts  and  circumstantial  information,  upon  which 
his  conclusions  and  judgment  must  entirely  be  founded ;  and 
the  consequence  is,  that  the  individual  intrusted  with  the 
weighty  responsibility  of  the  vast  Colonial  charge  is  directed 
oy  one  official,  who,  unnamed  and  unseen,  has  the  practical 
control  of  the   Colonial  Office,   and   is  never  in  any  way 
referred  to  at  home.     It  is  time  that  this  system  should  be 
abolished — it  is  time  that  the  baneful    domination  of  Mr. 
Under-Secretary  Stephen  should  be  got  rid  of,  and  that  an 
entirely  new  system  of  things  should  be  adopted. 

It  is  well  known  that  Mr.  Stephen  has  for  many  year* 
past  been  the  confidential  adviser  and  director  of  tiie  Colo- 
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nial  department;  nor  can  it  be  doubted  that  to  his  evil 
iafloeiice  aiust  ;be  ascribed  all  the  misgovemnifint  which 
these  provinces  have  suffered  for  so  long  a  period.  The  in- 
conveniences of  a  rapid  succession  of  Ministers,  entertaining 
oppoeite  opinions  upon  colonial  administration,  may  have 
been  felt  by  other  colonies ;  but  in  regard  to  these,  for  the 
last  fifteen  years  at  least,  such  inconveniences  appear  to  have 
beeo  not  so  sensibly  felt  Whoever  was  the  Minister,  the 
same  principles  were  followed — whatever  was  the  exigency, 
the  same  system  was  continued — and  whatever  was  the  na- 
ture of  the  despatch,  the  same  rule,  the  same  sentiment,  and 
the  same  doctrines  have  been  employed ;  all  these  afford 
internal  evidence  of  the  offender,  and  point  him  out  to  pub- 
lic animadversion.  Indeed,  since  that  gentleman  has  made 
hiooself  so  officially  necessary,  he  has  prejudiced  colonial 
interests  more  than  he  can,  by  any  means,  hope  to  repair, 
and  has  sat  as  an  incubus,  not  only  on  Lord  Glenelg's 
breast,  and  stifled  his  measures,  but  has  equally  stifled  the 
good  intentions  as  well  as  the  active  ability  of  his  Lord- 
ship's predecessors.  The  House  of  Assembly  of  Upper 
Canada,  at  its  last  session,  pointedly  noticed  the  influence 
of  the  person  mentioned  above,  and  we  trust  that  it  will 
be  followed  up  by  the  Legislatures  of  the  other  colonies : 
their  internal  peace,  their  advance  in  prosperity,  and  their 
continued  connexion  with  the  parent  country,  loudly  call 
lor  the  expression  of  opinion  upon  a  matter  of  so  much  im- 
portance to  their  best  interests,  and  we  trust  that  it  will  be 
openly  and  boldly  avowed. 

To  this  opinion,  which  is  infinitely  more  ably 
expressed  than  my  own,  I  subscribe,  and,  should  I 
be  called  upon  either  by  her  Majesty's  Government, 
or  by  either  House  of  the  Imperial  Parliament,  to 
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subfltutiate  the  all^atkniB  I  hate  atoired,  I  thall  at 
mioe  give  the  following  list  of  die  witnenes  to  whoa 
I  refer: — 

Sir  Peregrine  Maitland — Sir  John  Colbome-— % 
Archibald  Campbell— 4he  Crown  Officers  of  Upper 
Canada — -Chief  Justice  Robinson-t-the  Legiskitnres 
of  our  North  American  colonies — the  British  msr* 
chants  in  England  connected  with  oar  North  Ama- 
riean  provinces — ^the  West  India  and  other  merchsili 
connected  with  our  colonies^ 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

Captain  Drew,  R.N. — Description  of  the  capture  of  the  Caroline — 
TheproTinoe  again  attaclced — Farewell  Speech  to  the  Legislature — 
DeqMitDb  to  Mr.  Fox — Fresh  invasion — Support  of  the  Legislatures 
^  Nova  Scotia  and  New  Brunswick — Address  to  me  from  the 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assemhly — Gallant  conduct  of  Cap- 
tain Brown,  of  her  Majesty's  Thirty-second  Regiment — Confession 
of  the  American  General  Sutherland — Concluding  Despatch  to 
her  Migesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies. 

The  despatches  in  the  following  chapter  will  speak 
for  themselves. 

No.  15. 
Toronto,  9tk  February,  1838. 
My  Lord, 

Id  my  despatch  of  the  10th  of  January,  which 
contained  a  copy  of  my  communication  to  Mr.  Fox 
at  Washington,  respecting  the  capture  of  the  putttical 
steam-hoat  the  Caroline,  I  had  the  honour  to  men- 
tion to  your  Lordship,  that,  in  justice  to  Captain  Drew 
of  her  Majesty's  Royal  Navy,  and  the  other  officers 
and  men  engaged  in  the  service  alluded  to,  I  should 
feel  it  my  duty  to  hring  their  conduct  before  the 
especial  attention  of  her  Majesty's  Government. 

It  is  proper,  however,  I  should  previously  inform 
your  Lordship,  that  as  soon  as  I  found  that  this 
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portion  of  the  British  empire  was  perfidiously  at- 
tacked and  invaded  by  American  citizens,  under 
American  leaders  termed  "  Generals" — ^that  artill^ 
and  muskets  were  brought  against  us  from  the  State 
arsenals — ^that  Navy  Island  belonging  to  her  Ifsr 
jesty  was  actually  seized  by  Americans — ^that  bstfes- 
ries  were  formed  there,  from  which  shot  were  fired 
for  many  days  upon  the  inoffensive  inhabitants  of  this 
province — and  that  the  island  was  regularly  suppSisd, 
by  boats  from  the  American  shore,  with  provisbns 
and  munitions  of  war, — I  approved  of  the  reccHiiiiisii- 
ation  of  Colonel  M'Nab,  commanding  the  expeditioD 
on  the  Niagara  frontier,  that  a  naval  force  or  flotilla» 
under  officers  of  experience,  should  be  constituted; 
and,  feeling  that  it  would  be  unjust,  that,  in  the  name 
of  her  Majesty,  I  should  require  naval  officers  to 
leave  the  back  woods,  into  which  they  had  retired, 
without  recognising  them  in  the  professional  eapacitj 
in  which  I  had  especially  called  them  into  action, 
I  directed  my  military  secretary,  Colonel  StracbsOi 
to  forward  to  Colonel  M'Nab  a  written  conmiunica- 
tion,  a  copy  of  which  is  herewith  enclosed,  directing 
him  to  call  upon  such  naval  officers  in  the  province 
as  he  might  deem  proper  to  select,  to  afford  me  their 
services,  on  the  understanding  that  they  would  receiw 
their  full  pay  during  the  period  they  were  thus  pub- 
licly employed  by  me  on  her  Majesty's  service. 

In  consequence  of  the  above  communication  (which 
I  at  once  think  it  right  to  acknowledge  contains  no 
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BOthority  beyood  what  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty 
may,  from  the  emergency  of  the  case,  deem  proper  to 
madorm  to  it)  Colonel  M'Nab  called  upon  Captain 
Drew,  R.N.,  to  collect  and  command  a  flotilla  of 
gu'n^boats  and  other  craft,  to  be  inmiediately  fitted 
out  for  the  purpose  of  attacking  Navy  Island. 

While  the  gun-boats  were  being  prepared,  the 
American  force,  under  the  American  commander 
Haling  himself  General  Van  Ransaller,  continued^ 
iay  after  day,  to  fire  from  Navy  Island  upon  the  un- 
nffwiding  inhabitants  of  the  Niagara  frontier,  although 
not  a  gun  had  been  fired  on  the  part  of  the  British, 
ihhough  the  American  forces  on  our  island  were 
daily  increasing,  and  although  a  steam-boat,  char- 
tered by  these  pirates,  was  actually  employed  in 
tmnsporting  to  the  island  munitions  of  war  for  the 
purpose  of  aggravating  the  insult  which,  in  a  mo- 
ment of  profound  peace,  had  perfidiously  been  made 
by  American  citizens  upon  her  Britannic  Majesty's 
domimonB. 

.  Under  these  circumstances.  Colonel  M'Nab  deter* 
Buned,  as  an  act  of  self-defence,  to  call  upon  Captain 
Drew  to  capture,  burn,  or  destroy  this  steam-boat. 

Accordingly,  about  eleven  o'clock  the  same  night, 
C^tain  Drew,  with  five  boats,  containing  nine  men 
eaeh,  pushed  off  from  the  British  shore.  The  boats 
were  coimnanded  by  Captain  Drew,  R.N.,  Lieutenant 
AfCormack,  R.N.,  lieutenant  John  Elmsley,  R.N., 
Lieutenant  Christopher  Beer,  R.N.,  and Gor- 
don, a  commander  of  a  steam-boat. 
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The  crew  were  composed  of  vdonteeny  who 
barked  in  total  ignorance  of  tbe  iervioe  in  wUA  Hmf 
were  about  to  be  engaged,  Captain  Drew's  reqiiisitio» 
having  merely  stated  ''  that  he  wanted  a  few  fidkiM 
with  cutlasses  who  would  follow  him  to  the  deviL^ 

As  soon  as  they  were  dear  firom  the  ahon.  Cap- 
tain Drew  ordered  his  foUowen  to  rest  for  a  ftw 
moments  on  their  oars,  and,  while  the  current 
hurrying  them  towards  the  Falls  of  Niagara, 
were  immediately  below  them,  he  briefly  ez|riaiQed  to 
the  crew  the  duty  he  required  thism  to  perfonn,  wai 
the  post  respectively  to  be  assigned  to  each.  SileDai 
was  then  preserved  until  Captain  Drew's  beat  «bmi 
within  fifteen  yards  of  the  steamer  (which  was  ok* 
scurdy  seen  moored  to  the  American  wharf  at  Fort 
Schlosser),  when  the  sentinel  on  board  ia  a  hnnisd 
manner  called  out  **  Boat  ahoy t  boat  ahoyl  Who 
comes  there  ?" 

A  man  in  the  bow  of  the  leading  boat  replkd 
"  Friend  !'*  on  which  the  sentinel  called  for  the  coun- 
tersign. ''  I'U  give  it  to  you  when  we  get  on  board." 
replied  Captain  Drew,  who,  by  this  time  being  close 
to  the  vessel,  boarded  her  on  the  starboard  gangway, 
and,  from  an  over-anxiety  in  his  crew  to  follow  him, 
it  so  happened  that  for  more  than  a  minute  he  wai 
the  only  assailant  on  the  pirate's  deck.  Captain 
Drew  then  encountered  five  men,  one  of  whom  fired 
his  musket  close  to  his  face,  but,  missing,  he  (Captain 
Drew)  immediately  cut  him  down. 

Captain  Drew  then  disabled  another  of  the  piratefi> 
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aiid>  with  the  flat  of  his  sword,  driving  the  other 
three  before  him,  occasionally  hastening  them  with 
the  pointy  he  made  them  step  from  the  vessel  to  the 
wharf. 

By  this  time  Lieutenant  M 'Cor mack  had  boarded 
on  the  starboard  bow,  and,  it  being  so  dark  that  he 
could  not  recognise  the  men  he  found  there,  he  asked 
them  *'  if  they  were  friends  or  enemies  ?"  One  of  them 
replied,  **  An  enemy !"  and^  immediately  firing,  shot 
him  through  the  left  arm.  Lieutenant  M'Cormack 
instantly  cut  this  man  down ;  several  of  the  pirates 
then  6red  upon  Lieutenant  M'Cormack,  and  wounded 
him  in  five  places ;  yet,  in  spite  of  this,  he  effectually 
disabled  another  of  them,  and  then  sinking  from  loss 
of  blood,  the  vessel  was  carried,  when  Captain  Drew 
immediately  ordered  a  party  of  his  men  to  cut  her  off. 

It  was,  however,  found  that  she  was  moored  to  the 
wharf  by  chains  from  the  bow  and  quarter,  which  it 
required  nearly  fifteen  minutes  to  unloose. 

During  this  delay  the  American  guard  stationed 
at  the  inn  above  Fort  Schlosser  turned  out,  and  com- 
menced firing  upon  the  assailants ;  in  consequence 
of  this  Lieutenant  Elmsley,  R.N.,  heading  a  volun- 
teer party  of  sixteen  men,  armed  with  nothing  but 
their  cutlasses,  advanced  about  thirty  yards  towards 
them,  and,  forming  in  line,  they  gallantly  stood  there 
to  protect  the  vessel  against  the  American  riflemen 
until  the  chain  cables  were  cast  off. 

The  crews,  now  returning  to  their  respective  boats 
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towed  the  vessel  from  the  wharf,  but,  the  earreiN 
irrevocably  drifting  her  towards  the  Falls  of  Nit* 
gara.  Captain  Drew,  assisted  by  one  man,  set  her  on 
fire,  and,  as  soon  as  she  was  fairly  towed  into  tiw 
stream,  the  assailants,  finding  she  was  mm 
than  they  could  hold,  let  her  go,  and,  firing  her 
three  British  cheers,  they  rapidly  pulled  awi^  fm 
their  own  shore,  while  the  pirate  steamer  slowly 
glided  towards  her  doom ! 

A  small  light  glowing  within  her  suddenly  biutt 
from  her  hold,  and  in  a  few  minutes  the  guilty  vesselt 
enveloped  in  flames,  was  seen  hurrying  towards  the 
rapids,  down  which  she  hastily  descended  until, 
reaching  the  crest  of  the  Great  Horae-shoe  Fafli^ 
over  she  went. 

Your  Lordship  will  imagine,  better  than  it  is  p» 
sible  to  describe,  the  solemn  magnificence  of  this 
spectacle ;  yet  it  does  not  exceed  the  moral  picture 
exhibited  at  the  capture  of  the  vessel. 

The  justness  of  the  cause,  the  noble  project  of  the 
attack,  the  coolness  with  which  it  was  executed,  and, 
lastly,  the  mercy  that  was  shown  by  our  brave  fellows 
the  moment  the  vessel  was  their  own,  are  naval  cha- 
racteristics which  reflect  honour  on  the  British  empire 
in  general,  and  on  this  noble  province  in  particular. 

I  therefore  feel  it  my  duty  to  request  your  Lord- 
ship to  lay  my  humble  testimony  of  the  merits  oi 
Captain  Drew  (whose  intrepidity  and  generosity  are 
beyond  all  praise)  before  the  Lords  Conmiissioners  of 
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the  A^bniralty,  to  whose  liberal  confiideration  I  beg 
leave  motrt  earnestly,  but  respectfully,  to  recommeiid 
faun. 

I  also  feel  it  my  duty  to  bring  before  their  Lord* 
dlipe'  especial  consideration  the  case  of  Lieutenant 
M^Cormack,  who  is  still  lying  on  his  back  completely 
disabled,  and  I  much  fear  that  one  of  his  five  wounds 
will  require  the  amputation  of  his  left  arm.** 

This  loss,  to  a  backwoodsman,  upon  whose  manual 
labour  his  family  is  dependent  for  support,  is  irrepar- 
able ;  and  I  feel  confident  that  her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment will  consider  that,  as  it  is  highly  advan- 
tageous that  the  Queen  should  be  enabled  to  call  upon 
the  retired  naval  officers  in  this  province  whenever 
their  professional  services  on  the  lakes  may  suddenly 
be  required,  so  it  is  not  only  just,  but  politic,  that, 
if  disabled^  they  should  not  be  allowed  to  suffer 
from  privations  which  might  tend  to  deter  others 
from  following  their  noble  and  patriotic  example. 

Although  naval  or  military  officers  when  called 
upon  by  their  Government  are  in  no  way  responsible 
for  the  political  consequences  of  the  daring  measures 
they  are  ordered  to  effect,  yet  I  cannot  help  assuring 
your  Lordship  that  the  capture  of  the  Caroline  has 
been  productive  oi  the  most  beneficial  consequences. 

.  *  I  viMted  thb  ofieer  shortly  after  he  wm  brought  on  shore,  with 
five  gun-shot  wounds  through  him.  He  was  of  course  in  a  high 
fever,  but,  even  in  that  state*  he  expressed  the  satisfaction  he  felt  at 
having  had  an  opportunity  of  serving  his  country. 
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Before  it  took  plaoe  Amwieaii  **  wyrtylh^.^  Mi 
our  absconded  traitors  was  unbridled  and  imdMMkaiif 

The  state  arsenals  were  openly  plunderedt  safe' 
scriptions  were  openly  coUected*  pravimma»  at  «aH 
as  munitions  of  war,  were  openly  supplied ;  and  vlali 
her  Majesty's  Government  in  Upper  Guiada^WU 
subjectdl  to  enormous  expeoses,  and  while  As  «iii 
offending  inhabitants  of  this  province  were  kepiliHi 
state  of  painful  anxiety,  the  inhabitants  of  the  ham^- 
rican  frontier  were  actuaUy  amusing  themadvee^H 
our  sufferings,  and  were  even  making  partiea  of  pisir 
sure  for  the  purpose  of  inspecting  the 
on  Navy  Island, 

No  sooner,  however,  was  the  Caroline  ia 
than  a  sudden  excitement  prevailed ;  bat  it  was  ini^ 
excitement  oifear.   The  women  fled  ficom  die  viUigei^^ 
on  the  coast — ^people  who  had  fimcied  theautthii 
bed-ridden  decamped — and  the  citizens  of  BiiAJli 
evinced  the  greatest  possible  consternation  for  the 
safety  of  their  town. 

Immense  expenses  were  immediately  incurred  bf 
the  Americans  for  the  purpose  of  self-defence,  and, 
considering  how  much  Upper  Canada  had  besa 
obliged  to  expend  on  this  principle,  I  trust  your 
Lordship  will  admit  that  it  was  salutary,  politic,  andt 
above  all,  justy  to  make  our  American  allies  partid* 
pate  in  the  lamentable  consequences  of  their  own 
perfidy  towards  us. 

Of  course  there  were  not  wanting  those  who  argued 
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diat  the  excitement  produced  by  this  bold  act  of  jus- 
tice would  irritate  our  assailants ;  however,  it  may  be 
obiierved  that  it  is  impossible  to  make  war  palatable 
to  oiie*8  enemy,  and  that,  indeed,  it  is  not  advisable  it 
diould  be  so. 

The  result  has  now  spoken  for  itself  The  pirates 
have  fled  from  Navy  Island,  their  plan  of  invading 
the  Niagara  frontier  has  been  abandoned,  and  our 
allies,  arrantly  ashamed  of  themselves,  are  now 
merely  our  enemies  from  that  odd  principle  in  human 
nature,  which  invariably  makes  men  hate  and  envy 
those  whom  they  have  injured. 

Our  militia  forces  on  the  frontier  have  nearly  all 
been  allowed  to  retire  to  their  homes ;  but,  as  the 
flotilla  of  boats  requires  to  be  guarded,  and  as  I  think 
it  highly  advisable  that  some  officer  of  experience 
should  watch  the  naval  movements  of  the  Americans, 
I  have  directed  Captain  Drew,  by  two  orders,  (copies 
of  which  are  herewith  enclosed,)  to  continue  his  pen- 
dant flying  until  I  shall  have  had  time  to  communi- 
cate to  your  Lordship. 

As  the  expense  of  this  precaution  and  observation 
will  be  very  trifling,  I  would  strongly  recommend 
that  it  should  be  continued  for  at  least  a  year ;  for,  as 
several  vessels  are  now  building  on  the  lake,  it 
would  be  prudent  that  we  should  have  some  one 
wboBe  duty  it  is  to  ascertain  whether  any  suspicious 
alteration  is  efiected  in  their  structure. 

Trusting  that  your  Lordship  will  offer  to  the  Lords 

2  c 
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of  t)i9  Admiralty  my  apology,  in  «Mp  I  $bmM  Imm 
given  any  orders  they  may  tee  reaMQ  to  ^pyyp<if»iiC 
and  that  you  will  be  00  good  ae  to  lay  Iwfbre  tlieiii 
Colonel  M'Nab*8  recomm^ndatioa  in  favqqr.  rf 
lieutenant  Elmsley,  a  member  of  my  Biecnlm! 
Council,  to  whose  intrepidity  I  can  myidf  betr 
testimony, 

I  ha?e,  &€• 
(Signed)  F.  B.  IIka». 

T%e  Bight  Hiuumrabh  the  Lord  Olmdg. 


In  reading  the  foregoing  despatch,  as  alsD  iBJe 
documents  appended  to  it,  the  reader  will,  I  tibiiik 
join  with  me  in  regretting  that,  althougli  this 
the  first  naval  victory  in  her  Majesty's  reign,  my 
ceasing  applications  for  the  promotion  of  CSififtii 
Drew,  and  for  a  pension  for  Lieut.  MOormaA 
neither  of  whom  I  had  ever  seen  before  they  captured 
the  Caroline,  have  been  unavailing  ! 


Tormto,  20M  December.  1837. 
Sir, — I  am  commanded  by  the  Lieutenant-Gorenor  ll 
inform  you  that,  should  you  require  the  as&btance  of  ssnl 
officers  of  experience  to  recover  possession  for  her  Majd^ 
of  Navy  Island,  his  Excellency  desires  that  jrou  wiD  cd 
upon  such  naval  officers  in  the  province  as  you  may  dssa 
proper  to  select  to  aflford  him  their  vertices,  and  that  ]fM 
will  explain  to  them  that  they  will  receive  their  full  pif 
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during  the  period  they  are  thus  publicly  employed  by  his 
Eioelleiioy  in  her  Majesty's  service. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  J.  M.  Strachan,  M.  S. 

Hon.  Colonel  M'Nab. 

By  me,  Allan  Napier  M'Nab,  Colonel  Commanding  her 
Majesty's  Forces  on  the  Niagara  Frontier. 

By  virtue  of  the  power  and  authority  vested  in  me,  as  the 
Colonel  Commanding  Her  Majesty'  forces  on  this  frontier, 
by  his  Excellency  Sir  Francis  Bond  Head,  Baronet,  &c.  &c., 
Lieutenant-Grovemor  of  the  province  of  Upper  Canada,  in 
a  despatch  dated  this  twentieth  day  of  December  instant, 
commanding  me  to  call  forth  the  services  of  such  officers  of 
her  Majesty's  Royal  Navy  as  may  be  necessary  for  the 
purpose  of  organizing  an  armed  naval  force  to  co-operate 
with  the  troops  under  my  command  in  the  reduction  of 
Nary  Island : 

I  hereby  authorise  you  to  take  upon  yourself  the  charge 
and  command  of  the  naval  department,  to  act  ia  concert 
with  me.  You  will  organize  such  a  force  of  armed  vessels 
and  boats  for  a  flotilla  as  will  protect  the  landing,  and  tran- 
sport one  thousand  men  from  the  Canadian  shore  to  Navy 
Island. 

You  win  also  make  such  other  arrangements  as  in  your 
judgment  you  may  think  necessary   for  the  good   of  her 
lCaje8ty*8  service,  and  for  effecting  the  object  of  the  expe 
filkm.     For  which  this  shall  be  your  sufficient  warrant. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  this  twentieth  day  of 

Dfeoember,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  eight  hun- 
dred and  thirty-seven. 

(Signed)  Allan  M'Nab, 

Col.  Com. 
Commander  Andrew  Drew. 

2c  2 
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Niagara  FranHer,  Chippewa,  Jan.  17,  1838. 

Navy  Island  having  been  evaeoated  by  the  rebeb^  jm 
will  immediately  pr^eed-  to  lay  up  the  veaieb  and  boits 
composing  the  flotilla  under  your  command  in  safety  far 
the  winter. 

You  are  hereby  authorised  to  continue  on  the  spot  year* 
self  until  further  orders^  with  such  a  compkinent  ofnavil 
officers  and  seamen  as  you  may  deem  sufficirat  to  take  pnper 
care  of  the  flotilla. 

(Signed)  F.  B.  Hbah. 

Captain  Drew,  Chippewa. 

TmrtmU^  Feb.  4, 1888. 

Sir, 

You  are  hereby  commanded, — ^in  addition  to  the  duties  il^ 
ready  pointed  out  to  you,  of  protecting  the  property  of  bv 
Majesty  lately  employed  in  the  Naval  Departoieiil^  api 
placing  the  scho<Hiers  and  flotilla  in  a  place  of  secori^^-rl^ 
use  your  utmost  endeavours  to  procure  such  informatiea  sf 
the  movements  of  the  rebels,  or  any  other  persons  inimiGil 
to  her  Majesty's  Government,  as  may  conduce  to  the  intereit 
of  her  Majesty's  service ;  taking  care,  however,  to  be  ex- 
tremely cautious  and  circumspect  in  the  discharge  of  your 
duty;  to  avoid  everything  that  could  in  the  least  degree 
compromise  the  dignity  of  her  Majesty's  Govemmenty  or 
give  just  cause  of  complaint  to  the  Government  of  any  other 
country  at  peace  with  Great  Britain.  You  will  report  your 
movements  to  me,  as  also  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  tb 
Admiralty,  as  often  as  occasion  may  require ;  and  you  will 
continue  your  pendant  flying,  until  I  shall  have  had  time  to 
o^nununicate  these  instructions  to  her  Majesty's  Prindpsl 
Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies. 

(Signed)  F.  B.  Hbad. 

Captain  Drew,  li,N. 


389 

Head  Quarters,  Chippewa,  Jan.  20,  1838. 

SlR» 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  the  report  of  Captain  Drew, 
R.N.,  commanding  the  Naval  Brigade  on  the  Niagara  Ri- 
ver ;  and  the  services  of  that  force  being  no  longer  required, 
I  have  given  them  leave  (with  the  exception  of  Capt.Drew) 
to  return  to  their  homes.  That  valuable  officer  will  retain  a 
sufficient  number  of  officers  and  men  to  dismantle  the  ves- 
sels and  lay  them  up. 

The  conduct  of  Captain  Drew,  and  the  volunteers  under 

his  command,  has  been  most  efficient  since  they  joined^  the 

service.     Where  all  have  so  nobly  done  their  duty,  it  may 

appear  improper  to  mention  the  names  of  individuals  who 

have  signalized  themselves  while  on  this  station  ;  I  cannot, 

however,  refrain  from  mentioning  the  names  of  Lieutenants 

M'Cormack  and  Elmsley ;   the  former  wa<«   dangerously 

wounded  in  gallantly  boarding  the  Caroline,  and  is  still  in 

the  hospital ;  the  latter  has  been  actively  employed,  almost 

day  and  night,  since  he  joined  Captain  Drew*s   quadron  ; 

and  I  am  authorized  by  Captain  Drew  to  say,  that  he  has 

recrived  the  most  valuable  services  from  that  officer  ;  and  I 

do  Lieut  Elmsley  but  justice  in  saying,  that  the  dangerous 

nature  of  the  duty  which  was  assigned  to  him  brought  him 

more  under  the  fire  of  the  enemy  than  any  other  under  my 

oomiDand. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  Allan  N.  M'Nab, 

Colonel  Commanding  M.  and  N.  B. 
laeut-Colonel  Strachan,  Military  Secretary. 

No.  18. 
Toronto,  Upper  Canada,  Feb.  2Ut,  1838. 
My  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  Lordship,  that, 
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having  consulted  my  Executive  Gaundl,  and  the 
Speakers  of  the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of 
Assembly,  I  yesterday  determined  that  on  Tueedajj 
the  27th  instant,  I  would  prorogue  the 
Parliament. 

I  feel  confident  that  by  doing  so  I  shall  relieve 
George  Arthur  (whose  departure  from  England  ve 
have  not  yet  heard  of)  from  the  very  difficult  and 
embarrassing  situation  in  which  he  would  be  placed, 
were  he,  on  his  arrival  here  as  a  stranger,  to  be  sud- 
denly called  on  to  assent  to  or  dissent  from  BiHs,  on 
the  policy  or  impolicy  of  which  he  had  no  time  to 
consider. 

I  feel  confident  it  is  only  fair  to  Sir  Geoi]|e 
Arthur  that  he  should  have  a  few  months'  leisure 
before  he  be  called  upon  to  meet  the  Legislature. 

I  may  also  inform  your  Lordship  that,  in  oonsa* 
quence  of  the  disturbed  state  of  Lower  Canada,  and 
of  the  United  States,  many  of  the  members  have  felt 
it  advisable  to  return  to  their  constituents,  and  that 
others  are  very  desirous  to  do  so. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  F.  B.  Head. 

The  Right  Hon.  Lord  Glenelg. 


When,  labouring  in  a  distant  country,  one  has  been 
by  public  opinion  unjustly  reviled,  there  is  something 
highly  gratifying  in  that  retributive  justice  with  which, 
in  England,  the  error  is  generously  admitted,  so 
soon  as  by  the  light  of  truth  it  is  clearly  perceivetl 
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This  observation  particularly  alluded  to  the  sen- 
timents  contained  in  the  following  speech,  which  at 
the  time  it  was  promulgated  were  declared  in  Eng- 
land to  be  a  libel  on  the  Americans ;  and  yet  these 
sentiments  have  at  last  nobly  resounded,  infinitely 
louder  than  I  proclaimed  them,  in  both  Houses  of  the 
Imperial  Parliament. 

Honourable  OmUemen  of  the  Legislative  CouncU,  and  Oen- 

tlemen  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Consideritig  the  circumstances  under  which  you  were 
tastily  assembled^  it  is  satisfactory  to  me  to  observe  that 
you  hare  been  enabled,  notwithstanding  occasional  anxiety 
from  attempted  invasions  of  our  frontier^  to  give  your  deli- 
belrate  attention  t6  the  public  interests,  and  to  mature  some 
tdtmble  measures. 

OerUlemen  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 

I  thank  you  for  the  supplies  which  you  have  granted 
for  the  support  of  the  Civil  Government  during  the  present 
year. 

HonourcAle  Gentlemen,  and  Gentlemen. 

I  regret  to  say  that  there  still  exists,  among  a  pcrtion  of 
the  American  people,  so  strong  a  desire  to  force  upon  the 
free  inhabitants  of  this  province  republican  institutions,  that, 
with  scarcely  an  exception,  every  Government  arsenal,  from 
Lake  Champlain  to  Lake  Michigan,  has  within  the  last  two 
months  been  broken  open  and  plundered,  to  furnish  arms 
for  the  iuvasion  of  this  portion  of  the  British  empire  ;  and, 
however  the  circumstance  may  be  explained,  it  is  certainly 
a  remarkable  fact,  that  all  these  robberies  have  been  effected 
without  the  sacrifice  of  a  single  life,,  and  without  even  the 
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impriaomneiit  of  the  penoo  who  is  nolorioudy  tht  ■ 
gator  of  these  acts. 

The  wrong  which  citizens  of  the  neighbooriiig  States 
committed^  by  thus  attempting  to  dictate  to  tbe 
of  Opper  Canada  the  ftrm  of  gofemment  mider 
ihey  are  henceforward  to  exist,  will,  as  the  msseitin  ef  a 
new  theory,  be  condemned  by  tbe  eiviHaedworid  as  siwa% 
as  in  practice  it  has  been  repudiated  by  the  people  ef  ffeis 
province. 

What  right,  it  will  be  cahnly  asked,  have  the  inhshilsHi 
of  one  country,  armed  with  the  artillery  and  weapons  «f 
thar  Government,  to  interfere  with  the  politieal  iBStitilkisii 
of  another  ?  What  excuse,  it  will  be  gravely  oonsidemlkW 
eitisens  of  the  United  States  for  invading  the  teniloiy  «f 
Upper  Canada?  >,, 

When  our  coloured  population  were  infimned  that  4w* 
rican  citizens,  sympathising  with  thdr  suflbiings^  had  takes 
violent  possession  of  Navy  island^  for  the  double  olysct  sf 
liberating  them  from  the  domination  of  Britidi  rule^  aaAef 
imparting  to  them  the  blessings  of  republican  institutaom^ 
based  upon  the  principle  that  all  men  are  bom  equal,  did 
our  coloured  brethren  hail  their  approach  ?  No !  on  the 
contrary,  they  hastened  as  volunteers  in  waggon-losds  IS 
the  Niagara  frontier  to  beg  from  me  permission  that,  in  the 
intended  attack  upon  Navy  Island,  they  might  be  permitted 
to  form  the  forlorn  hope — in  short  they  supplicated  thst 
they  might  be  allowed  to  be  foremost  to  defend  the  gloriosf 
institutions  of  Great  Britain. 

When  the  mild  aborigines  of  this  continent,  who  life 
among  us  uninjured  and  respected,  were  informed  thit 
citizens  of  the  United  States^  disregarding  the  wampuv- 
belt,  which  was  sacredly  connecting  them  with  Great  Bri- 
tain, had  invaded  our  shores  to  sympathise  with  the  suffix 
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ingB  of  the  red  tenants  of  the  forest^  and  to  offer  them 
American  friendship  instead  of  the  enmity  of  British  rule» 
did  oor  Indian  brethren  hail  their  approach?  No,  their 
ehieiB  and  warriors  instantly  painted  their  faces  for  battle, 
•ad,  with  rifles  in  their  hands,  these  free-bom  defenders  of 
tbeir  virgin  soil  appeared  before  me  with  a  solitary  request, 
ttamdy,  that,  in  ease  of  their  death,  their  wives  and  children 
might  be  pensioned.  The  Six  Nations  Indians,  the  Missisa- 
guas,  the  Chippewas,  the  Hurons,  and  the  Ottawas,  spon- 
taaeoutly  competed  with  each  other  in  a  determination  to 
die,  if  necessary,  in  defending  the  British  Government,  under 
whose -parental  protection  they  and  their  fathers  had  been 
bom. 

When  the  Canadian  farmers  and  yeomen  of  British 
origin  were  informed  that  citizens  of  the  United  States, 
sympathising  with  their  sufferings,  had  in  three  instances 
taken  forcible  possession  of  her  Majesty's  territory,  for  the 
purpose  of  liberating  them  from  British  domination, — ^that, 
with  thb  object  in  view,  the  American  leaders  had  issued 
proclamations,  promising  to  each  liberator  three  hundred 
•erea  of  the  best  lands  of  Upper  Canada,  with  one  hundred 
dollars  in  silver, — that  the  American  self-styled  General  in 
command  of  the  liberators  had  called  upon  the  citizens  of 
Upper  Canada  •'  to  free  their  land  from  tyranny^'' — ''to 
ratty  round  the  standard  of  liberty' — "  to  lay  down  their 
ffr«i#'' — in  which  case,  it  was  beneficently  promised  to  them 
that  ^  ikeir  persons  and  property  should  be  protected,*'  and 
that^if  they  would  "  cease  resistance,  all  would  be  well  with 
them!* — did  the  Canadian  inhabitants  hail  their  approach  ? 
No,  on  the  contrary,  their  brave  and  loyal  militia,  although 
totally  deprived  of  the  assistance  of  her  Majesty's  regular 
troops,  rose  simultaneously,  and,  regardless  of  every  private 
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consideration^  wherever  the  invadera  appeared,  thooaandi 
of  bayonets  were  seen  bristling  on  our  shore,  T^^ady  to  fi- 
ceive  them.  On  the  eastern,  as  well  as  on  \be  woitMi 
frontier,  but  one  feeling  prevailed, — it  was  a  noUe  daierai- 
nation  on  the  part  of  free  men  to  conquer  or  die  im  dotesa 
of  their  religion — their  constitution — their  cfatfacter  thsir 
families — and  their  &rms;  yet,  notwithstanding  their  ex- 
cited feelings,  when  the  American  citizens,  who,  froin  aa 
armed  schooner,  had  cruelly  battered  the  town  of  Aashant* 
burg,  fell  into  the  hands  of  the  brave  militia  of  the  Wwteni 
District  (in  which  not  a  single  rebel  had  been  in  arma),  did 
these  prisoners  fall  victims  to  popular  liny,  or  were  tbty 
even  insulted  ?  No  ;  the  instant  our  invaders  surrendsTMl 
to  British  power,  they  experienced  that  mercy  which  adcns 
the  British  name, — ^their  wounds  were  healed  at  oar  hi»« 
pitals, — and,  from  the  western  extremity  of  Upper  Ganada, 
they  were  conducted  unharmed  through  the  provinoe,  sib 
under  the  protecting  segis  of  our  laws! 

When  a  band  of  rebels^  defeated  in  their  cruel  object  t# 
reduce  this  capital  to  ashes  in  the  depth  of  a  Canadkn 
winter,  were,  after  the  conflict  at  Gallows  Hill,  brought  ta 
me  as  prisoners  on  the  field — was  any  distinction  made  be- 
tween American-bom  and  our  other  Canadian  subjects? 
No,  all  were  released.  Before  the  assembled  militia  of  Upper 
Canada  all  were  equally  pardoned ;  and  though  many  of 
our  brave  men,  smarting  under  feelings  natural  at  the  mo- 
ment, evidently  disapproved  of  the  decision,  yet  all  bowed 
in  obedience  to  the  administrator  of  the  laws,  and,  under 
the  noble  influence  of  Monarchical  Government,  they 
allowed  their  assailants  to  pass  uninjured  through  their 
ranks. 

When  the  gallant  inhabitants  of  the  provinces  of  New 
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BnmsviGk  and  Nova  Sootia  received  intelligence  that  Ame- 
rican citizens  had  commenced  an  attempt  to  free  the  British 
North  American  Colonies  **fifjm  the  tyranny  hf  British 
mlf  >"  did  thejr  rejoice  at  the  event  ?  No ;  a  burst  of  loy- 
ally mounded  through  their  lands,  and  a  general  desire  to 
ami  us  was  evinced. 

If  Upper  Canada  were  merely  a  young,  healthy  province, 
with  BO  protectioo  on  the  continent  of  America  but  its  cha- 
racter, its  indiBtry,  and  the  agricultural  difficulties  it  has  to 
coiilead  with — its  filial  attachment  to  its  Government — ^the 
bravery  it  has  shown  in  its  defence— and  the  mercy  it  has 
estended  to  its  captured  assailants,  ought  to  be  sufficient  to 
mA<b  ita  af^gressors  ashamed  of  their  late  attempt  to  force 
upon  their  neighbours  institutions  which  they  conscientiously 
and  unequivocally  reject.  But  when  it  is  considered  that 
Upper  Cknada  is  an  integral  portion  of  the  British  empire, 
and  that  the  two  coimtries  are  at  this  moment  bound  toge- 
ther by  a  solemn  treaty  of  peace,  the  faithless  attack  of  citi- 
sona  of  the  United  States  upon  the  province,  after  it  had 
oenqiletely  quelled  a  shgbt  domestic  insurrection,  will,  if 
peratsted  in,  excite  feelings  among  the  generous  nations  of 
Europe,  which  will  add  but  little  to  the  character  of  repub- 
lisan  ifistitations ;  ibr  surely  the  smile  of  a  nation  should 
■at  be  more  dreaded  than  its  frown,  or  its  extended  hand 
be  more  &tal  than  its  uplifted  arm. 

When  tha  facts  just  stated  are  cleariy  comprehended  by 
ioteUigeiit  men,  how  will  the  American  citizens,  who  have  so 
wantonly  attacked  the  British  empire,  find  it  possible  to 
explain  that  the  province  of  Upper  Canada  required  them 
to  interfere  in  its  concerns  ? 

There  are  two  fects  which  the  American  nation  have  not 
power  to  deny. 
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1st.  That  it  is  their  interest  as  well  as  their  duty  to  ffdffl 
their  treaties. 

2nd.  That  if  their  people  be  permitted  to  rob  the  Unifeed 
States  arsenals  in  order  to  invade  a  friendly  power,  the  law- 
less body  will  very  soon  find  out  that  it  is  easier  to  j^uder 
their  own  wealthy,  defenceless  citizens,  than  the  poor,  brave, 
well-armed  people  of  Upper  Canada. 

I  have  felt  it  to  be  the  especial  duty  of  the  legislative  star 
tion  I  hold,  not  only  to  protest  against  the  unprincipled  in- 
vasion of  this  province  by  its  allies,  but  to  vindicate  the  in- 
habitants from  the  unreasonable  accusation,  which,  without 
due  inquiry,  was  made  against  them  by  the  federal  Govern. 
ment  of  the  United  States,  of  having  **  assassinated**  the 
crew  of  the  Caroline. 

The  memoir  of  the  attack  which  has  just  been  madeupoD 
us,  offers  a  moral  to  the  mother-country  which  I  feel  oonfi- 
dent  will  create  throughout  the  empire  considerable  seunr 
tion ;  for,  although  the  old  country  is  not  without  its  sbareof 
human  misapprehension  and  prejudice,  particularly  as  re- 
gards its  transatlantic  possessions,  yet,  when  facts  are  cleariy 
submitted  to  it,  its  judgment  is  always  sound,  and  its  ver- 
dict nobly  impartial. 

The  struggle  on  this  continent  between  monarchy  and 
democracy  has  been  a  problem  which  Upper  Canada  has 
just  solved. 

It  has  been  very  strongly  argued,  even  in  England,  that 
democracy  was  the  only  form  of  government  indigenous  to 
the  soil  of  America,  and  that  monarchy  was  a  power  which 
required  here  artificial  support. 

With  a  view  to  subvert  this  theory,  the  whole  of  the 
Queen's  troops  were  allowed  to  retire  from  the  province,  and 
the  result,  as  had  been  anticipated,  was,  that  the  people  of 
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Upper  Canada  were  no  sooner  left  uncontrolled  than  they 
proclaimed  themselves  in  favour  of  monarchical  institutions. 
Surrounded  by  temptations  on  almost  every  side,  they  indig- 
nantly rejected  them  all ;  in  a  few  hours  they  successfully 
put  down  insurrection  in  their  own  land  ;  and  when  Ameri*  * 
can  citizens,  astonished  as  well  as  disappointed  at  their  loy- 
alty^ determined  to  Jbrce  them  to  become  Republicans^  peo- 
ple of  all  religions,  and  of  all  politics,  rushed  to  the  frontie 
to  die  in  defence  of  their  glorious  constitution. 

The  conduct  of  the  militia  of  Upper  Canada  attracted  the 
attention  of  the  gallant  and  loyal  inhabitants  of  New  Bruns- 
wick and  Nova  Scotia,  whose  legislatures  have  done  them- 
selves^  as  well  as  this  province,  the  honour  of  promptly  ex- 
pressing their  unqualified  approbation  of  the  attachment 
which  has  been  evinced  here  to  the  British  constitution. 

When  these  facts  shall  arrive  before  the  English  people, 
and  when  they  shall  also  have  taken  into  their  consideration 
the  devoted  and  unalterable  attachment  which  the  British 
population  of  Lower  Canada  have  evinced  for  our  revered 
institutions,  surely  they  will  come  to  the  conclusion  that  the 
concurrent  opinions  of  her  Majesty's  North  American  co- 
kmies,  respecting  the  relative  advantages  between  monarchy 
and  democracy  in  America,  must  be  sounder  than  their  own 
can  be,  inasmuch  as  eye-witnesses  judge  more  correctly 
than  people  can  possibly  do  who  are  living  four  thousand 
miles  off. 

The  people  of  England  will,  I  trust,  not  fail  to  admire 
the  calmness,  the  resolution,  the  generosity,  and  the  honour- 
able subjection  to  their  laws,  which  have  distinguished  the 
inhabitants  of  Upper  Canada ;  and,  on  the  other  hand,  they 
certainly  cannot  fail  to  observe  that  the  republican  pro- 
ject of  our  English  Reformers,  namely,  to  make  the  people. 
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bit  by  bit,  responsible  only  to  themaelveBi  has  ended,  in  Ame- 
rica, by  the  government  of  the  United  States  canfeaniif  ht 
total  inability  to  restrain  the  passions  of  its  citia^n%  to  gvaid 
its  state  arsenals,  or  to  maintain  its  treaties  with  its  oidest 
and  most  natural  ally. 

Lastly,  the  British  people  wiU^  I  trust,  observe  widi 
considerable  alarm,  that  the  leading  advocates  for  oi^giiiie 
changes  in  our  institutions  are  either  at  this  moment  lymg 
in  our  gaols  as  traitors,  or,  from  having  absconded,  are 
self-banished  from  the  province  ; — ^in  short,  that  their  pre- 
tended efforts  to  obtain  in  Upper  Canada  what  they  eslkd 
"  LIBERTY  FOR  THE  PBOPLB,**  has  ended  in  a  most  inft- 
mous  and  self-interested  attempt  to  plunder  private  pm* 
perty,  rob  the  banks,  and  bum  to  ashes  the  rising  capital 
of  their  country ! 

With  this  experience  before  our  eyes,  I  must  confess  I 
join  with  the  Legislature  and  people  of  Upper  Canada  m 
shuddering  at  the  abused  name  of  ^  refbrm!*  just  as  we 
now  recoil  with  abhorrence  when  we  hear  suddenly  pro- 
nounced the  word  '*  sympathy ^ 

As  my  successor  is  hourly  expected  here,  I  return  to  the 
mother-country  as  I  left  it,  totally  unconnected  with  partf 
or  with  politics  ;  but  in  retirement  I  shall  remember  the 
lessons  which  the  people  of  Upper  Canada  have  taught 
me ;  and  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  declare  that  I  leave  the 
continent  of  America  with  my  judgment  perfectly  ces* 
vinced  that  the  inhabitants  of  Europe,  Asia,  and  Africa, 
are  right  in  their  opinion  that  all  men  are  not  by  nature 
equal, — that  the  assertion  of  the  contrary  in  America  is  s 
fallacy, — and  that  talent,  industry,  and  character,  must 
elevate  individuals,  as  they  do  nations,  in  the  graduated 
scale  of  society. 
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M9y  the  pe9pleiid«nt  genius  of  the  British  constitution 
ever  continue  to  illuminate  this  noble  land,  and,  animated 
by  its  influence,  may  its  inhabitants  continue  to  be  distin- 
guished for  humility  of  demeanour — nobility  of  mind — fide- 
lity to  their  allies— courage  before  their  enemy — mercy  in 
▼ictory — ^integrity  in  commerce — reverence  for  their  reli- 
gien — and,  at  all  times  and  under  all  circumstances,  kn- 
plicit  obedience  to  their  laws. 

Honourable  Gentlemen  and  Gentlemen, 

Farewell  ! 

Toronto,  3rd  March,  1838. 

Sir, 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  your  Excellency  that 
on  the  22nd  and  23rd  ult.  a  body  of  American  citi- 
zens with  arms  and  cannon,  under  the  command  of 
Mr.  Van  Rensallaer  and  others  (having  previously 
broken  open  and  robbed  the  United  States  arsenal  at 
Watertown),  invaded  and  took  possession  of  Hickery 
Idand,  a  small  territory  belonging  to  her  Majesty  in 
the  St.  Lawrence,  about  sixteen  miles  below  King- 
ston. 

I  have  also  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Excel- 
lency a  copy  of  a  conununication  I  have  received  from 
Colonel  the  Hon.  John  Maitland,  commanding  her 
Majesty's  forces  on  the  western  frontier,  by  which 
you  will  perceive  that  on  the  25th  ult.  a  similar  in- 
vasion of  the  Queen's  territory  was  committed  by  a 
large  body  of  American  citizens,  who,  from  the  pro- 
vince of  Michigan,  with  arms  and  cannon,  invaded 
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and  took  possession  of  Fighting  Island,  a  long  slip  of 
land  situated  between  Sandwich  and  Amherstburg. 

I  beg  leave  to  call  your  Excellency*8  particular 
attention  to  the  two  circumstances  remarked  upon 
by  Colonel  Maitland,  namely,  that  the  arms  which 
our  gallant  men  captured  from  the  perfidious  in- 
vaders of  our  soil  were  new  United  States  muskets, 
and  that,  when  these  ruffians  were  forcibly  driven 
from  our  island,  instead  of  being  captured  by  the 
American  authorities,  they  were  allowed  to  form  in 
line  on  the  American  shore,  from  whence  they  opened 
a  fire  upon  her  Majesty's  troops. 

It  only  remains  for  me  to  apprize  your  Exoelleocy 
that  I  have  been  informed,  from  undoubted  authori^, 
that,  vnth  scarcely  an  exception,  every  one  of  the 
United  State  arsenals,  fix)m  Lake  Champlain  to 
Lake  Michigan,  have  been  broken  open  for  the  pur- 
pose of  enabling  American  citizens  to  invade  us; 
and  it  is  an  act  of  atrocity  unrecorded  in  the  history 
of  civilized  nations,  that  Van  Rensellaer  and  M'Ken- 
zie,  who  have  instigated  their  followers  to  these  acts, 
remain  to  this  moment  at  liberty. 
His  Excellency  I  have,  &c. 

Henry  S.  Fox,  Esq.  F.  B.  Head. 

Upper  Canada,  Toronto,  March  6th,  1838. 
My  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship 
copies   of  two  messages  which   I  have  addressed  to 
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the  two  Houses  of  the  Provincial  Parliament,  1  st, 
on  the  subject  of  the  destruction  of  the  Caroline 
stmm-boat ;  2nd,  on  a  communication  which  has 
beea  addressed  to  me  by  Sir  Colin  Campbell,  Lieu- 
tenant^Govemor  of  Nova  Scotia. 

I  have,  &c. 

F.  B.  Head. 
7^  Lord  Glenelg. 

Oavemment  House,  Toronto,  March  6th,  1838. 

Sir, 

It  is  with  very  sincere  pleasure  that  I  transmit  to 
your  Excellency  resolutions  from  the  Legislative 
Council  and  House  of  Assembly,  in  reply  to  those 
forwarded  to  me  in  your  Excellency's  obliging  com- 
munication of  the  6th  of  January. 

Besides  the  documents,  I  beg  you  will  be  so  good 
as  to  convey  to  your  Legislature,  my  thanks  for  the 
honour  it  has  conferred  upon  me  by  connecting  my 
name  with  the  province  of  New  Brunswick,  which, 
in  her  Majesty's  North  American  Colonies,  has  al- 
ways been  so  conspicuous  for  its  loyalty,  and  for  its 
noble  attachment  to  the  principles  of  the  British 
Constitution. 

I  have  &c. 

F.  B.  Head, 
His  ExceUencjf  Major-General 

Sir  Jdkn  Harvet/,  K.C.B. 

2d 
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Gtmemmeht  House,  Tormto,  MarekSth,  183B. 
Sir, 

I  request  that  your  Excellency  will  do  me  tk 
favour  to  transmit  to  the  Legislative  Council  of  Men 
Scotia  my  thanks  for  the  honour  it  has  ^onfonei 
upon  me  by  its  resolutions  dated  29th  January  lail^ 
conveyed  to  me  in  your  Excellency's  obliging  cq» 
munication  of  the  6th  of  February. 

It  gives  me  very  great  pleasure  to  be  enabled  ftp- 
ther  to  request  your  Excellency  to  tranamit  to  ths 
Legislative  Council  of  Nova  Scotia  the  acoompaofinjl 
resolutions  from  the  L^islalive  Council  and  Ha&m 
of  Assembly  of  this  province. 

I  have»  &c. 

F.  B.  Hkad. 

fqjar'General  Sir  CoUn  Campbett,  ifc. 


No.  28. 

Upper  Canada,  Toronto,  6t?i  March,  1838. 

My  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  a 
copy  of  an  address  which  was  read  to  me  this  day, 
while  seated  on  the  Throne^  by  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Assembly. 

I  have^  &c 
F.  B.  Head. 
The  Lord  Glenelg. 
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Copy  ofthe  Speakers  Address, 

Mat  it  pleasb  your  Excellency, 

We,  her  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects, 
tiie  Onnmons  of  Upper  Canada,  have  granted  to  our 
Sovereign  Lady  the  Queen  the  supplies  necessary  to 
enable  her  Majesty  to  carry  on  the  civil  government 
of  this  province  for  the  present  year. 

Upon  looking  back  upon  the  various  important 
oommnnications  which  have  been  made  by  your 
EiZceUeney  to  the  House  of  Assembly  during  the 
present  session,  we  cannot  but  congratulate  you  and 
the  country  upon  the  firm  and  noble  attitude  assumed 
by  your  Excellency  in  all  those  public  documents 
which  have  emanated  from  your  Excellency. 

When  we  reflect  upon  the  serious  occurrences  that 
have  taken  place  in  Upper  Canada,  and  upon  its 
borders,  within  a  few  months  past,  and  upon  the  dis- 
tinguished part  taken  by  your  Excellency  to  main- 
tain the  honour  and  interests  of  our  country  during 
that  short  but  eventful  period,  we  find  equal  cause  of 
gratulation.  Rebellion  has  been  crushed,  the  attacks 
of  perfidious  citizens  of  a  foreign  power  have  been 
repelled,  and  peace  reigns  triumphant  within  the 
bounds  of  your  Excellency's  government.  We  trust 
that  the  provisions  of  the  militia-law,  to  which  your 
Elxcellency  has  just  given  the  royal  assent,  may, 
under  Divine  Providence.,  contribute  to  the  preserva- 
tion of  this  loyal  portion  of  the  Britisli  Empire  from 
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the  aggression  of  all  enemies^  whether  foreign  or 
domestic. 

From  the  message  of  your  Excellency,  transmitted 
to  both  Houses  of  the  Legislature,  we  have  too  mudi 
reason  to  believe  that  the  present  will  be  the  lait 
time  we  ever  shall  have  the  hottour  of  meeting  yoar 
Excellency  on  an  occasion  like  the  present. 

In  the  name  of  the  people  of  tliis  province^  I  oAr 
to  ]rour  Excellency  the  expression  of  their  deep  regtfi 
that  your  Excellency  should  have  felt  constrained  to 
tender  to  her  Majesty  your  resignation  of  the  go- 
vernment of  this  province,  which  your  Excellenqr 
has  administered  ^vith  so  much  credit  to  yourself  and 
advantage  to  the  country. 

The  people  of  Upper  Canada  will  ever  retaio  a 
grateful  recollection  of  the  services  of  your  Excel- 
lency ;  and  they  feel  assured  your  Excellency  will 
meet  with  a  due  reward  at  the  hands  of  our  youthfiil 
and  beloved  Queen. 

It  now  only  remains  for  me  to  present  to  your 
Excellency,  for  the  royal  assent,  the  Bill  to  provide 
for  the  civil  government  of  this  province  for  the 
current  ve.ir. 

No.  33. 

Torouto,  Uih  March,  1838. 
Mv  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  your  Lordship  a 
copy  of  a  despatch  from  Colonel  the  Honourable  John 
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'|(aitlaod»  oommanding  the  forces  iu  the  western 
district,  detailing  the  gallant  manner  in  which  he 
marched  against  a  large  body  of  organised  Americans, 
who  had  taken  possession  of  Point  Pele  Island,  which 
tlbey  had  invaded. 

Your  Xx>rdship  will  perceive  that  the  American 
£»rce  retreated  as  soon  as  be  advanced,  a^d,  traversing 
•tbe  island,  which  is  nine  miles  long,  quicker  than  it 
WM  possible  for  him  to  follow  them,  they  came  in 
si^t  of  a  couple  of  companies  of  the  32nd  Regiment, 
iioder  the  command  of  Captain  Brown,  which  had 
been  purposely  stationed  on  the  ice,  with  a  view  to 
-cut  off  their  retreat  to  the  American  shore. 

The  Americans,  seeing  this  small  party,  determined 
to  attack  them  with  their  whole  force,  and,  advancing 
towards  them,  they  availed  themselves  of  a  quantity 
of  broken  ice,  behind  which  they  were,  to  a  certain 
degree,  protected,  and  then  opened  their  fire. 

In  a  short  time  about  tiiirty  of  our  brave  men  fell, 
and  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  in  a  few  nunutes  they 
must  have  been  all  mowed  down  by  the  destructive 
.fire  of  so  many  rifles  and  muskets,  had  not  Captain 
Brown,  with  admirable  decision,  ordered  his  men  to 
diarge. 

The  Republicans  stood  their  ground  until  the  mo- 
narchical troops  arrived  within  about  twenty  yards  of 
them^  when,  abandoning  their  position,  as  also  their 
principle  that ''  all  men  are  born  equals''  they  decamped 
in  the  greatest  confusion,  and  reached  the  shore ;  and. 
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had  they  there  rallied  behind  the  trees,  it  would  have 
been  impossible  for  so  small  a  party  of  men  to  have 
dislodged  them ;  however,  they  continued  to  retreat, 
and  were  completely  driven  from  our  island. 

If  your  Lordship  will  be  so  good  as  to  eompare  the 
date  of  this  action  with  the  attacks  that  were  made 
about  the  same  day  upon  the  province  at  Hidcerj 
Island,  near  Kingston,  and  at  Pantalbino,  oppoote 
Buffalo,  you  will  percdve  that  a  simultaneous  eflfort 
was  made  to  gain  possession  of  Upper  Canada. 

In  all  quarters  it  has  been  repulsed,  and  I  am  happf 
to  say  that  in  no  instance  have  our  faithless  allies 
dared  to  attack  the  main  land,  their  attempts  at  con- 
quest having  only  been  directed  upon  our  own  islands. 

I  have  every  reason  to  believe  that  this  is  the  last 
effort  which  will  be  made;  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that  its  expected  success  has  been  the  reason  why 
the  Federal  Government  at  Washington  have  so 
unaccountably  delayed  to  legislate  on  the  subject  of 
these  unprincipled  aggressions. 

Seeing  that  they  can  make  no  impression  upon  us, 
I  fully  expect  they  will  now  adopt  measures  which 
they  should  not  have  delayed. 

I  hear  from  every  quarter  that  the  excitement,  or 
sympathy,  in  the  United  States  is  rapidly  subsiding. 

In  the  attack  at  Point  Pel6  Island,  the  Ameri- 
cans not  only  lost  their  commanding  officer,  but,  the 
following  day,  General  Sutherland,  the  author  of 
the  proclamations  alluded   to  in  my  speech  on  pro- 
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nulling  the  Legislature,  was,  with  his  aid-de-camp. 
Captain  Spencer,  taken  prisoner  and,  two  days 
1^,  they  were  brought  here,  through  the  province, 
under  a  guard  only  of  twelve  men. 

I  immediately  ordered  Mr.  Sutherland  to  be  tried 
by  a  court-martial,  before  which  he  was  yesterday 
arraigned. 

In  the  course  of  last  night  he  managed  to  open 
veins  in  each  arm  and  in  each  instep,  and  this  morn- 
ing he  was  found  nearly  lifeless  from  the  loss  of 
blood ;  in  consequence  of  which,  the  court-martial 
has  adjourned  until  Saturday. 

I  have,  &c. 

F.  B.  Head. 
The  Right  Han.  the  Lord  Glenelg,  Sec. 

P.  S. — I  have  this  morning  received,  for  the  first 
time,  intelligence  of  the  departure  from  England  of 
Sir  George  Arthur,  but  I  have  not  yet  heard  of  his 
arrival  at  New  York.  I  find  that  Colonel  Maitland*s 
despatches  are  in  the  hands  of  the  Judge  Advocate 
of  the  court-martial,  and  I  fear  they  can  scarcely  be 
copied  in  time  for  this  mail. 

Copy  of  the  Confession  of  the  American  General  Suther- 
land^ made  a  few  minutes  before  he  attempted  self-de- 
struction. 

Oarrison,  Toronto,  22nd  March,  1838. 

Sir, 

In  compliance  with  the  wish  expressed  by  your  Excellency 
that  I  would  reduce  to  writing  that  part  of  the  conversation 
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HuA  I  bad  with  the  primier  TImwhi  Mbmm  ilwlhiiriil 
oa  the  13th  instant,  which  vehfted  to  the  Unitdl  Slata  Ge^ 
iFemm^t*  I  hare  the  honour  to  tranraiit^  fi>r  jo«ir  beit- 
lency*8  information,  the  following  8tatemonr»  whieh»  as  nssilj 
as  I  can  recollect,  is  correct. 

While  visiting  the  prisoner,  on  the  etifeiing'of  thaltai 
with  ttie  officGra  df  the  guards  I  was-MfMlled  liy 
land  to  sit  a  short  time  and  oonverae  with  hias.  - 
ascertained  that  I  did  not  belong  to  the  ayitia,  or  w«a  mmr 
nected  with  the  court-martial  then  sittiag  fur  his  tiiali  k 
entered  freely  into  conversation,  but  chiefly  on  the  poliliai  rf 
the  country,and  stated  his  own  views,  and,  as  he  saidL  thoss 
of  his  Government,  for  the  line  of  conduct  lately  pumed 
by  them 

He  said  it  was  the  idm  oTthe  United  States  to  beeome  a 
great  naval  nation ;  that  they  could  not  be  a  military  onei 
as  a  standing  army  of  any  Ibroe  wM  not  oonaptfiAle  #Ui 
their  institutions,  and,  instead  of  supporting  the  CuvjBni— tt 
would  be  first  to  cause  its  overthrow;  therefore  their  attea* 
tion  was  directed  to  their  navy,  and  their  means  of  incres** 
ing  it :  the  greatest  obstacle  they  had  to  contend  agunst 
was  the  possession  by  Great  Britain  of  the  Canadas,  from 
which  she  could,  at  any  moment,  throw  a  large  body  of 
troops  into  their  territory.  It  vhu  their  determinaiim,  at 
all  hazards,  to  obtain  the  Canadae  a$  they  had  TVasttv,  wd 
then  they  would  have  the  sea-board  from  the  Ovlf  of  FU^ 
rida  to  the  Northern  Ocean. 

I  asked  him,  when  he  said  **  they,"  did  he  mean  ths 
people  of  the  United  States,  or  the  Government?  His  an- 
swer was,  that  the  people  of  the  States  were  the  GovermmeiU, 
and  the  will  of  the  people  was  the  law,  by  which  thmrrfden 
must  abide;  that  in  the  acts  of  the  Americans  in  favour  of 
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the  insuirection  in  this  province^  and  in  the  Proclamation  of 
the  President  and  Greneral  Scott  to  put  down  the  meetings 
and  arm  the  Patriots,  the  Government  had  acted  with  du- 
plicity>  for  it  was  not  their  wish  or  their  intention  to  sup- 
press them;  "  In  fact,*'  said  he,  "  it  is  apiece  of  humbug 
en  their  pari;  and,  aa  a  proof  of  it,  I  mil  now  tell  you 
ihmt  none  of  the  arsenaU  were  robbed  of  the  arms,  but  the 
dmntwereepmied,  and  we  were  told  to  help  ourselves,** 

This  is  all  I  remember  which  I  consider  material  for  your 
Excellency  to  be  acquainted  with,  and^  trusting  it  may  meet 
wkh  your  approval, 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  with  great  respect. 

Your  obedient  humble  servant, 
(^Signed)  Wiluam  Sprino, 

Lieutenant- Adjutant,  24th  Regt 
Certified  to  be  correct, 

Gborgk  Sidinguam, 

Assistant-Surgeon,  24th  Regt. 

(City  of  Toronto  to  wit.) 
William  Spring,  Lieutenant  and  Adjutant  of  her  Ma- 
jesty^s  24th  Regiment,  being  duly  sworn  upon  the  Evange- 
lists, deposeth  and  saith,  that  the  above  statement  is  just 
and  true  in  all  its  particulars. 

(Signed)        William  Spring. 
Sworn  before  me,  this  23rd  March,  1838. 
Gbor(»  Gubhbt,  Aid.  and  J.  P. 

No.  38. 

Toronto,  llth  March,  1838. 
M  T  Lord, 

From  the  particular  circumstances  under  which  I 

have  been  placed  here,  I  have  felt  it  necessary  to  agi- 
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tate  the  public  mind  more  than  was  oongemd  Id  ibj 
habits^  or  perhaps,  more  oonectly  spealdog,  tb  tb 
station  I  hold. 

It  is  not  my  desire  to  defend  the  irregularity,  whiA 
I  am  sensible  can  only  be  excused  by  its  suecesa;  hi^ 
inasmuch  as  the  animosity  which  I  have  porpoH^ 
endeavoured  to  create  in  Upper  Canada  againsl  is* 
publican  institutions  may  be  cmsidered  by  her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  to  amount  to  an  ezj^Mshm  of 
opinion  on  my  part  in  &vour  of  actual  hostifity 
against  the  United  States,  I  am  anxious^  befixe  I 
leave  the  province,  to  explain  to  your  Lordship  thst 
I  am  very  far  from  desiring  to  recommend  any  sudi 
measure. 

Although  it  has  been  absolutely  necessary  ihat  bj 
a  species  of  dotation  I  should  rally  around  me  the 
loyal  and  brave  militia  of  this  province,  yet  I  can  as- 
sure your  Lordship  I  have  done  so  merely  on  the 
defensive  principle,  and  that  nothing  has  been  further 
from  my  intention  than  to  do  anything  offensive  to  the 
Americans  or  their  Government. 

To  all  those  in  authority  under  me  I  have  strongly 
recommended  this  course  of  procedure,  and  I  enclose 
to  your  Lordship  a  private  letter  (A)  which  I  some 
time  ago  addressed  to  the  Governor  of  the  neighbour- 
ing State  of  New  York,  which  will,  I  believe,  sadsfj 
your  Lordship  of  the  desire  I  evinced  to  co-operate 
with  the  American  authorities  in  maintaining  our 
treaty  inviolate. 
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I  have  not  time,  nor  would  it  be  perliaps  proper 
that  I  should  now  detail  to  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment the  many  reasons  which,  in  my  humble  opinion, 
exist  against  our  declaring  war  with  the  United 
States ;  but  on  my  arrival  in  England,  should  it  be 
denredy  I  would  do  so ;  and  it  would  certainly  give 
me  very  great  satisfaction  to  be  enabled  to  contribute 
towards  an  object  of  so  much  importance  to  humanity 
in  g^ieral,  and  to  the  British  empire  in  particular. 

I  have,  &c. 

F.  B.  Head. 
The  Lord  Glenelg,  8fc. 

(copy).  (Letter  referred  to,  A.) 

Hi9  ExceUency  W;  L,  Marcy,  Esq.,  Governor  of  the  State 

of  New  York. 

Toronto,  Dec.  27th,  1837. 
Dear  Sib, 

I  have  just  received  information  that  your  Excellency  has 
taken  the  trouble  to  come  to  Buffalo  for  the  purpose  of 
preserving  the  peace  which  has  so  long  happily  existed  be- 
tween Great  Britain  and  the  United  States. 

This  exertion  on  the  part  of  your  Excellency  is,  I  can 
assure  you,  duly  appreciated  by  me,  and  it  has  induced  me 
to  determine  oo  crossing  over  to  Niagara  to-morrow,  from 
whence  I  will  proceed  to  Fort  Erie,  and  will  have  the  plea- 
sure of  calling  on  your  Excellency  at  Buffalo,  at  any  hour 
and  at  any  place  in  the  city,*  on  Friday  the  29th  instant, 

*  This  visit  would  have  been  attended  with  some  little  risk,  as  the 
people  of  Buffalo  were  so  highly  excited,  yet  I  thought  they  would 
surely  respect  me  as  the  guest  of  their  own  GoTemor. 


which  your  Exoellency  may  be  so  kind  as  to  Apppial  is  a 
note  addressed  to  roe,  to  the  care  of  the  offiosr  comnwiiidiM 
the  Canada  Militia  at  Quppeira. 

I  reniahif  ftc 

P.  B.  SBiD.  * 

•  ■  ■       •  * 

Reply  to  tiie  above. 

■  •    .  ■  ,  •       .  »■ 

Albany,  Janwmf  Srd^  18S8. 
Sir, 

i  have  jvst  reorived  your  letter  of  the  tSFth  fdte%  dik 

rected  to  me  at  Buflblo,  and  forwarded  to  this  plaoa.   Ytv 

Excellency  was  joousinformed  as  to  my  being  at  Bafilo  at 

the  time  you  addressed  me.    Had  I  been  them,  I  shsdl 

have  readily  assented  to  the  proposed  interview,    in  tbs 

hopes  it  might  have  led  to  some  arrangement  calnhtsd 

to  preserve  the  matual  relatiotts  between  the  Umfed  BistH 

and  her  Britannic  Majes^s  piminees  of  Oanada*  and  q[airt 

the  apprehensions  of  the  inhabitants  on  the  frontier. 

I  have,  &e. 

W.  L.  Marct. 
His  Excellency  Sir  Francis  Bond  Head, 
Lieutenant'Oovemor, 

At  the  time  I  wrote  this  despatch  to  the  Colonial 
Office,  my  reasons  for  recommendiog  Uiat  we  shoiiU 
avoid  going  to  war  with  America  rested  on  tfce 
same  grounds  as  the  reasons  which  had  induced  me  to 
recommend  a  moral  instead  of  a  military  government 
of  our  British  North  American  provinces. 

When  the  Americans  began  to  invade  us,  if 
her  Majesty's   Government   had   supported  me  is 
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eahnly  calling  upon  them,  before  the  civilized  world, 
to  perform  the  duty  they  owed  to  the  human  character, 
and  to  the  human  family; — if  remonstrance  after 
remonstrance  had  publicly  been  administered  to 
them,  until  the  old  nations  of  Europe  began  to  look 
askance  at  them,  to  mistrust  their  promises,  and  to 
recoil  from  their  friendship;  if,  while  this  cheap 
moral  medicine  was  working  its  effect,  every  robber 
invading  Upper  Canada,  under  the  protection  of  no 
government,  and  under  no  national  flag,  had  been, 
without  exception,  quickly  hung,  as,  by  the  laws  of 
nations,  pirates  always  have  been  hung,  there  exists, 
I  believe,  no  people  on  earth  who  would  more  sensi- 
tively have  felt  their  disreputable  station,  and  who 
more  nobly  and  more  promptly  would  have  risen  to 
redeem  their  national  character,  than  the  citizens  of 
the  United  States,  who,  like  all  men,  however  brave 
th^  may  be,  cannot  long  bear  up  against  being  every- 
where calmly  looked  down  upon  hy  men  of  honour. 

If  this  simple  policy  had  been  pursued,  about  two  mil- 
lions of  money  would  have  been  saved,  and  the  diQi- 
culties  of  adjustment,  which  have  now  (hidden  though 
tfiey  be)  risen  to  an  alarming  degree,  would  have 
been  arrested.     But  what  has  been  our  course  ? 

When  I  calmly  called  shame  upon  the  American 
people,  it  was  said  1  was  rashly  offending  them.  When 
the  piratical  steamer,  the  Caroline,  chartered  to  carry 
r>ffensive  weapons   and   invaders   to   her   Majesty's 
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island,  was  gallantly  captured,  we  were  told  we 
should  involve  the  country  in  war.  When  robben, 
who  had  invaded  Upper  Canada  to  murder  its  peopk, 
became  our  prisoners,  with  uplifted  eyes  we  were 
called  upon,  in  the  name  of  mercy,  not  to  hurt  them. 
When  the  Indian  warriors,  painting  their  faces,  roee 
to  defend  their  native  territory  against  people  whose 
savage  fury  made  them  mutilate  with  their  bowie 
knives  the  very  corpses  of  our  officers,  soldiers,  and 
militia,  it  was  preached  to  us,  as  from  a  tub,  that 
Indian  warfare  ought  not  to  be  allowed  ! 

In  short,  with  democracy  attacking  us  in  all 
quarters,  we  were  discouraged  from  defending  our* 
selves  either  by  word  or  deed ;  and,  of  course,  under 
these  circumstances,  invincible  moral  power  was 
gradually  substituted  by  a  costly  military  forte, 
which  is  now  hanging  upon  the  neck  of  the  nation  as 
the  mark  of  its  abject  weakness,  rather  than  as  the 
proof  of  its  strength ! 

A  country  may  undeniably  submit  to  l>e  insulted 
by  its  neighbouring  government  if  it  chooses,  but 
surely  it  cannot  be  denied  that  a  civilized  community 
has  no  right  whatever  to  compromise  the  laws  of 
nations,  by  quietly  submitting  to  piracy,  which  it  is 
the  bounden  duty  of  all  men  to  unite  in  suppressiug. 
We  have  neglected  this  duty,  and  it  now  remains  for 
us  to  pay  a  disgraceful  penalty  which  is  yearly 
increasing  in  geometrical  progression. 
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No.  44. 

Upper  Canada. 

Toronto,  20th  March,  1838. 
My  Lord, 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  to  your  Lordship  a 
printed  copy  of  some  addresses^  &c.,  which  have  been 
presented  to  me  in  consequence  of  my  resignation  of 
\he  government  of  this  province. 

Ill  justice  to  myself,  as  well  as  with  a  view  to  satisfy 
your  Lordship,  I  am  desirous  of  explaining  that,  on 
receiving  your  Lordship's  despatch,  informing  me  that 
my  resignation  had  been  accepted,  and  that  my  suc- 
cessor had  been  appointed,  I  at  once  determined  to 
do  everything  in  my  power  to  prevent  my  departure 
from  this  province  embarrassing  my  successor  or 
the  |K)licy  of  her  Majesty's  Government. 

I  accordingly,  without  loss  of  time,  mentioned  to 
the  Speaker  of  the  Legislative  Council,  and  the  At- 
torney and  Solicitor-Generals,  who  are  members  of 
the  Lower  House,  it  was  my  anxious  desire  that  no 
private  considerations  should  induce  the  Legislature 
to  forget  for  a  moment  that  we  had  an  enemy  on  our 
frontier  that  could  only  be  repelled  by  unanimity 
and  high  feelings. 

I  made  a  similar  communication  to  the  Mayor  of 
Toronto,  who  came  to  inform  me  that  some  of  the 
militia  had  thrown  down  their  arms ;  and  I  can  as- 
sure your  Lordship  that,  whenever  I  had  an  opportu- 
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nity,  I   did  all  in  my  power  to  allay  the  slight  ex- 
citement which  at  first  appeared  to  prevail. 

As  soon  as  some  addresses  reached  me,  I  deter- 
mined that  I  would  return  but  one  and  the  same  short 
answer  to  them  all,  and,  accordmgly,  I  gave  to  die 
Constitutional  Society  of  Quebec,  and  to  various  other 
public  bodies,  the  identical  reply  which  I  had  grrea 
to  the  blacks  and  Indians. 

I  have  just  declined  to  accept  a  public  dinner  in  my 
way  through  Montreal ;  I  shall  do  the  same  to  a 
similar  invitation  which  I  see  is  in  preparation  at 
Quebec ;  and  if,  on  my  arrival  in  that  city,  I  shoaU 
find  it  unsafe  for  me  even  to  go  by  the  Kennebec  rosd 
to  New  York,  and  should  consequently  proceed  to 
England  by  Halifax,  in  travelling  through  the  pro- 
vinces of  New  Brunswick  and  Nova  Scotia  I  shall 
pursue  a  similar  course. 

As  Sir  George  Arthur  has,  I  am  informed,  already 
reached  Montreal,  his  arrival  here  is  hourly  expected. 

I  therefore  take  this  opportunity,  which  may  possi- 
bly be  my  last  official  despatch  from  this  Government, 
to  assure  your  Lordship  that,  in  the  opposition  I  have 
offered  to  the  commands  of  her  Majesty's  Government, 
and  in  the  unreserved  expression  of  my  opinions,  I 
have  solely  been  guided  by  a  sense  of  public  duty,  in 
defence  of  which  I  have  nothing  further  to  say ;  I 
hope,  however,  I  shall  not  in  vain  request  your  Lord- 
ship to  feel  assured  that  it  was  never  my  intention 
to  he  disrespectful  to  your  Loixlship.     If  any  tiling 
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I  have  written  bears  that  construction,  I  beg  leave 

nnequivocaUy  to  apologise  for  it. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

F.  B.  Head. 
Tke  Lord  Gkneig,  Sfc. 


2e 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

Arrival  in  London— Interview  with  the  Secretary  of  State — Letter 
to  Lord  Melbourne — Correspondence  with  the  Colonial  Office. 

On  my  arrival  in  London,  I  solicited  an  interview/ 
in  Downing-street,  with  Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies,  for  the  purpose  of  urging 
the  claims  upon  Her  Majesty's  Grovernment  of  Colonel 
Fitzgibbon,  who  had  commanded  the  attack  of  the 
rebels  on  Gallows  Hill  —of  Captain  Drew,  who  had 
commanded  the  successful  attack  of  the  Caroline — 
of  Lieutenant  M'Cormack,  who  had  been  wounded, 
and  disabled  there — and  of  the  widow  of  Colonel 
Moodie,  who  had  been  cruelly  murdered  as  he  was 
gallantly  bringing  me  intelligence  of  the  approach 
of  the  rebels. 

Having  ])er formed  these  duties  of  public  gratitude 
for  ])ul)lic  service?,  I  calmly  complained  to  his 
Jjordsliip  of  the  want  of  due  support  from  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  on  the  most  important  occasions. 
What  were  my  feelings  on  this  and  other  similar  sub- 
jects will,  however,  best  be  explained  by  a  letter  which 
I  subsequently  addressed  to  Lord  Melbourne ;  but  be- 
fore I  come  to  that,  I  feel  bound  in  justice  to  the 
Government  to  mention  an  otherwise  insififnificant 
matter — namely,  the  pecuniary  loss  occasioned  to  nie 
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by  iny  mission.  I  have  already  stated  that  out  of  the 
300/.  originally  granted  to  me  for  outfit,  230/.  had 
been  retained  for  fees  on  my  commission,  and  that 
the  appointment  of  my  aid-de-camp  had  been  an- 
nulled. 

Suffice  it  to  say  that  Her  Majesty's  Government 
have,  with  strict  justice,  recently  repaid  me  the  whole 
of  my  expenses,  and  that  my  aid-de-camp  was  re- 
stored to  me  at  Toronto,  about  five  mouths  after 
his  appointment  had  been  suspended. 

On  more  important  points  I  have  not  (as  the  fol- 
loiniig  letter  will  show)  been  quite  so  fortunate. 

To  Lord  Melbourne. 

Barford,  Warwick ,  Sept. IS,  1838. 
Mt  Lord, 

During  the  session  of  Parliament  I  was  unwilling 
to  trouble  Her  Majesty's  Government  with  the  follow- 
ing application  for  redress,  which  I  trust  will  now 
receive  from  your  Lordship  a  patient  consideration. 

My  Lord,  without  recapitulating  in  detail  the  va- 
rious by-gone  difficulties  which  for  more  than  two 
years  I  encountered  in  administering  the  Government 
sf  Upper  Canada,  I  will  merely  observe,  that  on  my 
arrival  in  that  province  I  found  myself  not  only  bounded 
OD  the  one  side  by  Lower  Canada  on  the  eve  of  a 
revoltt  and,  on  the  other  side,  by  the  United  States, 
whose  government,  as  well  as  people,  were  secretly 
using  their  influence  to  exterminate  from  the  continent 
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of  America  Monarchical  institutions,  but  I  found  my- 
self exposed  to  and  opposed  by  a  Republican  House 
of  Assembly,  headed  by  Mr.  Speaker  Bidwell, 
generally  looked  upon  as  the  bitter  enemy  of 
Monarchy,  the  untiring  advocate  of  Republican  in- 
stitutions, and  the  avowed  friend  as  well  as  corre- 
spondent of  the  traitor  Papineau,  the  Speaker  of  the 
House  of  Assembly  in  the  Lower  Province. 

Previous  to  my  arrival  in  Upper  Canada,  Mr.  Rd- 
well,  and  the  overwhelming  majority  who  supported 
him,  had  determined  to  refuse  to  meet  agmn  in  session 
until  their  revolutionary  demands  had  been  acceded 
to ;  and  there  can  be  no  doubt  if  Mr.  Bidwell  had 
done  this,  and,  without  giving  any  reason,  had  merely 
followed  the  example  of  Mr.  Papineau  and  the  House 
of  Assembly  in  the  Lower  Province,  that  the  Britisb 
Government,  embarrassed  by  this  double  revolt,  and 
by  the  simultaneous  demands  of  the  President  of  the 
United  States  respecting  the  State  of  Maine,  wouW 
have  found  it  almost  impossible  (even  if  they  had 
wished  it)  to  have  persuaded  the  English  House  of 
Commons  to  have  supported  them  in  the  expense  of 
resisting  what  would  have  been  vulgarly  termed  the 
unanimous  desire  of  the  North  American  Colonies 
for  Republican  institutions  :  in  short,  the  Canadas 
would  have  been  surrendered  by  us  ;  and  if  the  trans- 
atlantic barrier  of  the  British  Empire  had  been  thus 
broken,  the  torrent  of  democracy  suddenly  rushing 
uj)un  the  mother-country  might  almost  have  over- 
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turned  our  institutions  at  home.  Fortunately,  how- 
ever,  Mr.  Bidwell  and  his  party  determined  to  go 
through  the  form  of  meeting  me  in  Provincial  Par« 
liament;  nevertheless^  the  day  it  assembled  they 
endeavoured  to  pick  a  quarrel  with  me,  and  imme- 
diately followed  up  this  attempt  by  a  series  of  violent 
addresses  to  me,  the  revolutionary  object  of  which 
could  not  be  mistaken. 

The  published  replies  which  I  gave  to  these  ad- 
dresses not  only  parried  the  attacks  made  upon  me, 
but  struck  a  series  of  heavy  blows  upon  my  assailants, 
who,  becoming  angry  in  proportion  as  they  saw  them- 
selves publicly  discomfited,  prevailed  upon  their  ac- 
complice Dr.  Rolph,  a  member  of  my  Executive 
Council,  to  require  me  to  surrender  to  the  said  Council 
the  responsibility,  power,  and  patronage  wliich  were 
the  constitutional  attributes  of  my  station. 

Until  this  demand  was  made  I  had,  apparently, 
been  gradually  retreating  before  Mr.  Bidwell  and  the 
House  of  Assembly,  but  no  sooner  did  I  perceive  that 
by  supporting  this  unjust  demand  of  Dr.  Rolph  they 
had  rashly  encamped  themselves  with  him  u}>on  a 
position  from  which  I  felt  myself  competent  to  drive 
them,  than  I  determined  on  attacking  them,  and  ac- 
cordingly, throwing  off  all  disguise,  I  refused  Iheii- 
demands,  dissolved  the  Parliament,  and  d- daring 
myself,  on  the  continent  of  America,  to  be  the  un- 
compromising suppoi-tcr  of  our  Monaichy,  an  ^  tlie 
open  opponent   of  democratic   institulioiis,   I  tluvnv 
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myself  upon  the  people  of  Upper  Canada,  and  appeal- 
ing to  their  loyalty  and  good  sense^  I  commenced  a 
moral  agitation  which  drew  upon  Upper  Canada  the 
almost  breathless  attention  not  only  of  the  whole  of 
•our  North  American  Colonies,  but  of  the  Gofem- 
ment  and  people  of  the  United  States. 

The  excitement  attendant  upon  a  general  electioii 
afforded  me  opportunities  of  addressing  the  baek- 
woodsmen  of  the  remotest  regions  of  the  province,  in 
plain  language,  which,  though  deservedly  open  to 
diplomatic  criticism,  nevertheless  circulated  in  all 
directions.  My  writings,  faulty  as  they  were,  ini' 
parting  to  these  honest  freeholders  truths  of  which 
they  had  been  kept  ignorant,  not  only  dispelled  dw 
delusions  which  had  been  practised  upon  them,  but 
made  them  one  after  another  turn  with  indignatioo 
upon  their  betrayers. 

During  three  months  I  maintained  this  conflict 
with  the  enemies  of  the  British  constitution,  during 
which  time  Her  Majesty's  Government  (probably 
believing  that  I  should  not  be  successful)  deemed  it 
politic  to  leave  me  unassisted  to  struggle  with  the 
storm.  The  crisis  at  last  arrived,  and  when  the 
elections  were  terminated  the  result  proved,  that  in- 
experienced as  I  was  in  diplomatic  controversies,  I 
had  not  falsely  estimated  the  power  and  majesty  of  a 
just  cause. 

My  antagonist,  Mr.  Bidwell,  was  not  only  driven 
from  the  chair,  but  he  was  discarded  even  from  the 
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House  of  Assembly;  in  fUct,  he  lost  his  election. 
-Ml*.  M'Kensie,  as  well  as  all  the  leading  republican 
members,  also  lost  their  elections.  Dr.  Rolph's  in* 
adieus  machinations  were  totally  discomfited,  and  the 
important  result  of  the  contest  was  the  moral  triumph 
crti  the  continent  of  America  of  monarchical  ihstitu- 
Ikms ;  indeed,  so  decided  was  the  opinion  of  the  hew 
Parliament  on  the  subject,  that  one  of  the  first  acts 
of  the  House  of  Assembly  was,  to  express,  in  the 
strongest  terms,  its  indignation  at  a  certain  traitorous 
letter  addressed  by  Mr.  Papineau  to  Mr.  Bidwell, 
whidi  that  gentleman,  as  his  last  act,  had  at  mid- 
night, on  the  last  night  of  the  session,  managed, 
almost  surreptitiously,  to  place  upon  tlie  journals  of 
the  House. 

The  tranquillity  which  was  thus  obtained  was  not 
the  effect  of  mere  momentary  excitement ;  on  the 
contrary,  it  was  suddenly  and  unexpectedly  tested  by 
the  simultaneous  stoppage  of  all  the  banks  in  the 
United  States,  as  well  as  in  Lower  Canada,  Nova 
Scotia,  and  New  Brunswick.  Upon  principles  irre- 
concileable  with  British  commercial  integrity,  the 
whole  of  these  institutions,  though  they  had  specie 
ID  their  coffers,  stopped  payment.  The  banks  of 
Upper  Canada  alone  performed  their  engagements  to 
the  public  creditor  by  honestly  liquidating  what  they 
had  promised  to  pay  on  demand.  The  odium  and 
unpopularity  unavoidably  attendant  upon  their  per- 
formance of  this  duty  fell  (I  believe  unjustly)  almost 
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wholly  upon  roe.  NevertfaelesB,  tlie  diMomfituv  of 
the  Republicans  was  so  complete  that,  in  spite  of  tke 
temporary  unpopularity  to  which  I  liave  aDndedi  nd 
to  which  I  was  subjected  finr  neariy  a  year^  I 
abled,  when  Mr.  Fapineau's  insurreetion  in 
Canada  broke  out,  to  grant  to  Lord  Goaford  and  to 
Sir  John  Colbome  the  timely  assistance  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's troops  from  the  Upper  ProYinee ;  and  manh 
over,  when  the  writings  of  Mr.  M'Kenrie  and  Mr. 
Bidwell,  and  the  traitorous  conduct  of  Dr.  Ralph» 
caused  a  sympathetic  insurrection  to  Iweak  cat  in 
Upper  Canada,  I  again,  in  a  moment  of  uneumpM 
difficulty,  emphatically  appealed  to  the  good  aease 
and  good  feelings  of  the  people,  and  assunuBg  thi 
attitude  which  I  humbly  believed  to  be  best  snfled  to 
the  occasion,  with  folded  arms  I  publicly  waited  the 
result. 

Her  Majesty's  Grovemment  observing  the  danger 
by  which  I  was  evidently  surrounded,  deemed  it 
again  politic  to  leave  me  to  my  fate ;  indeed,  in  die 
Imperial  Parliament  it  was  more  than  hinted  that  I 
was  over  chivalrous — ^that  my  writing8(my  only  means 
of  defence)  were  epigrammatic,  and  that  the  attitude 
I  had  publicly  assumed  was  the  effect  of  a  diBtem- 
pered  rather  than  of  a  serene  mind.  However,  a  just 
CAuse  again  triumphed — ^the  people  of  Upper  Canada 
again  most  nobly  responded  to  my  call,  and  while 
people  in  England  were  accusing  me  of  rashness, 
the  Caaudian  militia  not  only  promptly  suppressed 
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domestic  insurrection,  but  in  every  direction  success- 
fully repulsed  the  people  of  the  United  States,  who, 
apparently  encouraged  by  their  Government,  at- 
tempted to  rush  in  upon  and  take  possession  of  the 
Canadas.  Lastly,  Dr.  Rolph,  Mr.  M'Kenzie,  and 
the  whole  of  the  leaders  of  the  insurrection,  absconded 
from  the  province;  Mr.  Bidwell  also  prudently  re- 
tired into  the  United  States,  where  he  was  received 
with  open  arms,  and  contrary  to  precedent,  rule^  and, 
I  believe,  law,  he  was  raised,  per  saltum,  to  be  advo- 
cate and  attorney  of  the  American  bar. 

My  Lord,  during  the  two  years  in  which,  as  an  in- 
experienced man,  I  was  engaged  in  the  arduous 
struggle  which  I  have  just  imperfectly  described.  Her 
Majesty's  Government  not  only  cautiously  abstained 
from  the  danger  of  taking  any  share  in  the  difficulties 
I  had  to  contend  with — they  not  only  abstained  from 
giving  me  adequate  support,  but  pursuing  a  policy  as 
inexplicable  to  me  as  it  was  to  the  Provincial  Parlia- 
ment, and  to  every  man,  by  whom  I  was  supported — 
they  seemed  determined  to  pull  down  my  authority, 
and  to  restore  to  power  those  whom,  in  a  moral  and 
almost  a  bloodless  contest,  I  had  defeated. 

For  instance,  while  I  was  publicly  engaged  in  pre- 
sence of  the  whole  people  of  the  North  American 
C!olonies,  in  struggling  against  the  demands  of  Dr. 
Rolph,  and  his  bosom-friend,  Mr.  Speaker  Bidwell,  I 
received  from  Downing-street  intimation  that  it  might 
be  advisable  to  raise  the  former  of  these  individuals  to 
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a  pliuee  of  high  oodseqnedce,  and  to  etevatt  the  kMrir 
to*  the  bench  (  and  as  if  Ab  were  not  miflhieflll  to 
diBhearten  th<Me  who  Blirtoanded  me,  I  wifii, 
bdng  offered  the  power  <tf  justifying  myaeli^ 
torily  ordered  to  replace  on  the  beaeh  Jttdge-illiMrti 
who  by  the  unanimous  advice  of  my  Coobeif  (ihlill^ 
terof  one  of  whom  was  married  to  his  bMthM),  I  hid 
dismissed,  because  he  continued  openly  to  ntfaild  ttl 
harangue  the  notorious  Central  Coinmitleie,beQili8eltt 
had  himself  read  to  me  an  insulting  addren^  ani 
because  he  had  violated  all  political  deomey  by  p*lh 
licly  declaring  that  I,  the  Lieutenant-Gov^rMT  ef 
Upper  Canada,  deserved  to  be"  tarred  and  firatheiei»'' 
and  that  he.  Judge  Ridout,  "  would  knd  a  hand  to 
do  so/ 

My  Lord,  my  correspondence  with  Her  M^tttjfi 
<3ovemment,  on  these  topics,  teem  with  fiufts  aal 
incontrovertible  evidence,  showing  the  violent  political 
conduct  during  the  whole  of  their  lives,  of  Mr. 
Bidwell,  and  of  Mr.  Ridout,  who  were  considered  by 
my  executive  council,  (whom  I  repeatedly  consulted,) 
by  the  Chief  Justice,  by  the  Attorney  and  Solicitor- 
General,  and  by  the  bar,  as  unfit  subjects,  on  accooDt 
of  the  violence  of  their  politics,  tor  the  honours  pro- 
posed to  be  bestowed  upon  them  by  Her  Majesty's 
Government. 

To  these  earnest  remonstrances  on  my  part,  and 
though  the  Province  was  upon  the  eve  of  a  rebellioo, 
Her  Majesty's  Governmenf  deemed  it  ]K>litic  to  reply 
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by  desiring  me,  at  the  next  vacancy,  to  elevate  Mr^ 
]ffidwell  to  the  bench,  and  the  Government  persisted, 
moreover,  in  withholding  its  approbation  of  my  die- 
missal  of  Mr.  Ridout ! 

'  My  Lord,  I  belonged  to  no  political  party  in 
Kngland ;  I  had  propounded  on  the  continent  of 
America  no  political  doctrines  except,  as  I  have 
already  confessed,  unalterable  attachment  to  monarch- 
ieal  institutions,  and  uncompromising  opposition  to 
democracy.  I  had  given  Her  Majesty's  Government 
no  just  cause  for  offence,  and  havings  unfortunately, 
at  their  repeated  solicitations,  given  up  my  perma- 
nent situation  (I  was  the  senior  of  the  twenty  assis* 
tant-commij3sioners)  in  the  Poor  Law  Commission, 
where,  at  least,  I  was  serving  to  the  satisfaction  of 
my  employers,  I  had,  so  far  as  the  private  interests  of 
my  family  were  concerned,  made  myself  so  completely 
dependent  upon  my  station  and  salary  of  Lieutenant- 
Governor  of  Upper  Canada,  the  outfit  for  which 
had  been  very  expensive,  that  I  had  every  reason  to 
desire  to  retain  this  appointment,  and  no  reason 
whatever  to  quarrel  with  Her  Majesty's  Government : 
nevertheless,  as  soon  as  I  foimd  that  Her  Majesty's 
Government  were  really  the  open  supporters  against 
me,  of  such  men  as  Mr.  Bidwell  and  Mr.  Ridout, 
widiout  the  slightest  feeling,  either  of  petulance  or 
anger,  and,  I  hope,  without  the  expression  of  a  single 
sentiment  of  disrespect,  I  begged  leave  to  retire 
from  a  most  dangerous  station,  which,  without  the 
countenance  of  my  employers,  I  had  not  the  ability 


i»,  uutiniMn  ;  lu  fact.  Her  MiijeEty's  Government  acf^  \ 
^Iwjljr  ^TDve  me  from  tlie  field,  and  it  is  u  siugulu  | 
iaftti,  which  your  Lordship  is  aware  is  recorded  in  my  '' 
despatches,  that  only  six.  days  Ht'ter  the  Goverumcnt  j 
dfBptteh,  which  annouDced  to  me  that  my  resigua-  I 
tmt  WW  accepted,  had    left  Doivuing    Street,  Dt»  • 
iRolph,  one  of  the  individuals  reconnnended  for  clevft-'  I 
tiot)  by  the  Colonial  Office,  actually  arranged  ae  the  | 
Fresideat  of  the  Republican  Provincial  GoverumeBb, 
of  Uppw  Canada,  his  murdeioua  attack  ufion Toronto; 
wbieh  Was  attempted  to    be  carried  into  effect  l>y 
Mr.  M'Kenzie,  upon   whose  flag,  (the  emblem  td- 
atson  and  robbery)  when  it  fell  into  the  hands  of  tlier 
loyal  Militia  of  Upper  Canada,  wils  found  inscrilied 
in  large  letters — 

"BiDWELL,  and  the  Glorious  Minority; 
1837,  and  a  good  beginning!" 

As  soon  as  my  retirement  from  the  Govemm^ 
of  Upper  Canada  was  made  known  to  the  Provincial 
legislature,  (upon  whose  addresses  1  declined  to  ^ve 
copies  of  the  correspondence  with  Her  MajeB^'i 
Government,  which  led  to  my  resignation,)  I  received 
from  both  branches  addresses,  containing  expressiMii 
too  complimentary  for  ine  to  transcribe. 

Not  only  from  almost  every  town  and  district  in 
Upper  Canada,  I  received  addresses  of  a  similar 
nature,  but  the  Legislatures,  as  well  as  people  of 
Lower  Canada,  New  Brunswick,  and  Nova  Scotia, 
forwarded  to  me  the  most  gratifying  addresses,  and, 
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as  soon  as  it  became  known,  that  in  order  to  avoid 
the  personal  danger  which  awaited  me  in  the  United 
States^  I  had  taken  measures  for  embarking  at  Hali-* 
&X9  preparations  were  immediately  made  in  Lower 
Canada,  as  well  as  in  New  Brunswick,  and  Nova 
Scotia,  for  receiving  me  in  these  Provinces  with  pub- 
lic honours. 

I  need  not  say,  that  under  the  peculiar  circum^ 
stances  attendant  upon  my  retirement,  from  the  loyal 
people  of  Upper  Canada,  it  would  have  been  not  only 
highly  gratifying  but  of  essential  service  to  me  to 
have  accepted  from  the  whole  of  our  North  American 
Colonies  (who,  as  by-standers,  had  been  eye-witnesses 
of  my  conduct)  this  public  testimony  of^their  support ; 
but  I  felt  it  would  be  of  still  greater  advantage  to  me 
to  demonstrate  that  my  retirement  from  the  service 
of  Her  Majesty's  Government  had  proceeded  solely 
from  public  principle,  and  that  I  had  no  factious 
desire  either  to  embarrass  my  successor  or  the  Go- 
vernment under  which  I  had  served.  I,  accordingly, 
went  through  the  United  States  to  New  York,  and  your 
Lordship  is  aware,  that  instead  of  this  measure  being 
appreciated  by  Her  Majesty*s  Government,  it  was  by 
almost  every  member  of  it  termed,  "  like  my  other 
acts,  over-chivalrous,  and  rash." 

On  my  arrival  in  England  I  was  actuated  by  the 
same  feelings,  and,  though  the  merchants  in  the  City 
of  London,  connected  with  the  North  American 
Colonies,  insisted,  in  a  manner  which  I  could  not 
decline,  on  paying  me  a  most  honourable  compli- 


ment,  yet  neither  t(i  them,  nor  even  to  my  frimfU 
did  I  divulge  the  cause  of  my  return,  or  lay  l>efurtt 
them  copies  of  the  correspondence  with  Her  Mujesty's 
Government,  wliich  had  led  to  my  i^signatioa, 
Neither  directly  nor  indirectly  did  I  either  say,  a$ 
write,  to  any  man,  one  word,  which  could  in  any  wiy, 
emharrass  Her  Majesty's  Government,  aud  consciouB 
of  the  integrity  of  my  own  conduct,  I  should,  in  my 
retirement,  have  still  submitted  silently  to  the  wron^ 
which  1  conceive  I  have  suffered,  had  it  notl>een(a»  t 
I  now  propose  to  show  your  Lordship,  by  a  document,  i| 
and  by  evidence  whicii  is  unanswerable)  that  Her- 
Majesty's  Government  suddenly  turned  round,  aad 
adopted  as  their  own  the  vei-y  arguments,  and  tba 
identical  course  of  policy,  for  the  pursuance  of  which 
they  had  driven  me  from  the  Government  of  Upper 
Canada. 

The  document  to  which  1  allude,  and  which  ra-  1 
Utes  to  the  dismissal  by  her  Majesty's  Govenun^ 
of  the  Chief  Justice  of  NewfouDdland,  is  as  fiaUowii 

(copy.) 
"  At  the  Court  of  Bucliingham  Palace,  the  5th  dsiy  otMj, 
1838; 

PRESENT, 

The  Queen's  Most  Excellent  Majesty, 

Lord  Chancellor,  Viscount  Howick, 

Lord  President,  Lord  Holland, 

Lord  Steward,  Lord  Hill, 

Earl  of  Albemarle,  Lord  Glenelg, 

Earl  of  Minto,  Sir  J.  Hobhoiise, 
Viscount  Palmerston,      Mr.  Chancellor  of  Elxcbequer. 
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'*  Whbrbas  there  was  this  day  read  at  the  Board  a  Report 
from  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords  of  the  Committee 
of  the  Privy  Council,  dated  this  day,  in  the  words  fol- 
lowing,  viz. 

<<In  reporting  to  your  Majesty  upon  the  Memorial,  your 
Miyesty  has  been  pleased  to  refer  to  us  from  your  Ma- 
jesty's Conmions  of  Newfoundland  in  General  Assembly 
convened,  we  think  it  right  in  the  first  place  to  state  that 
we  h^ve  not  found  anything  to  justify  the  terms  adopted  in 
the  prayer  of  the  Memorial  '  that  your  Majesty  would  be 
pleased  to  purify  the  bench  of  justice  in  Newfoundland  by 
the  removal  of  the  Chief  Justice/  inasmuch  as  we  have 
not  found  any  ground  for  imputing  to  the  Chief  Justice  any 
corrupt  motive  or  intentional  deviation  from  his  duty  as  a 
judge,  and  we  feel  it  is  incumbent  upon  us  to  express  dis- 
approbation at  the  language  and  conduct  adopted  towards 
the  Chief  Justice,  as  being  unjust  towards  him  personally, 
and  inconsistent  with  the  respect  due  to  the  high  office  he 
was  filling. 

"  We  regret,  however,  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  report- 
ing that  we  have  found  in  some  of  the  transactions  brought 
under  our  consideration,  so  much  of  indiscretion  in  the  con- 
duct of  the  Chief  Justice,  that  he  has  permitted  himself  so 
muck  to  participate  in  the  strong  feelings  which  appear, 
tmfbrtunatelyf  to  have  influenced  the  different  parties  in 
tke  eolonies,  (although  we  do  not  find  that  his  Judicial  de- 
cUums  have  been  affected  thereby,)  that  we  feel  it  our  duty 
to  state,  that  we  think  it  would  be  inexpedient  that  he  should 
be  continued  in  the  office  of  Chief  Justice  of  Newfound- 
land. 

*'  Her  Majesty  having  taken  the  said  report  into  con- 
sideration, was  pleased,  by  ajid  with  the  advice  of  the  Privy 
Council,  to  approve  thereof  and  of  what  is  therein  recom- 


I,  ud  to  <wder,  as  it  ig  hereby  ordered,  that  the  Rigtit 
Bonourable  Lord  Glenelg,   one  of  her  Majesty's  principal 
SBBKtariesof  Stale,  do  signify  to  Chief  Justice  Bolton  her 
Majesty's  pleasure  Lhereon." 
•  .  (Signed)  "C.  Gretillk." 

.  By  die  above  document  it  will  appear,  ttiat  ul- 
most  immediately  after  my  resignation  ivas  ficcepteJ, 
HO"  Majesty'8  Government  dismissed  ttur  Chief 
Jiudce  (tf  Newfoundland,  an  old  and  faitliful  eervuil 
of  the  Grown,  fur  the  identical*  reasoDs  which  I  hail 
given  to  them  in  Upper  Canada,  for  having  dia- 
DilBaed  Mr.  Riduut  (who  w<ts  merely  the  Judge  of  k 
.  dittrifet  court) ,  and  for  not  having  elevated  tlie  Re- 
publican ex-B^)eaker  Bidwell  to  the  bench- 
In  the  case  of  the  Chief  Justice  of  NewfoundliUKi 
(which  was  drawn  up  against  him,  and  signed  bj 
Stephen  Lushington,!  Daniel  O'CoudcU,:^  and  F. 
Fleming),  it  ajipears  that  the  Privy  Council  reported 
that  they  had  not  found  anything  to  justiiy  the  term 
adopted  in  the  Memorial  of  the  Assembly  <it  NeiF: 
foundland — that  they  had  not  found  any  groiuid  kt 

*  I  mean  only  identical  in  pritwipU,  for  in  the  dtgrm  then  MS 
no  compuiian.  The  Chief  Justice  of  Newfoundluid  b  ehsi^arif 
with  having  participated  in  strong  pnity /atiingi,  wberau  tiM|Sf> 
ties  I  had  diimissed  wen  proved  to  have  used  the  m<«t  iaiel't 
language,  and  to  have  otherwise  violently  oppOMd  m*. 

t  Since  made  Judge  of  the  Admirslty;  though  h»  would  not,  I 
suppose,  deny  that  "  he  participate*  in  strong  partj  fteUngs^" 

t  To  whom— though  it  will  not,  I  suppose,  be  denied  thai  "it 
pSTtieipates  in  strong  party  feelings" — it  has  been  stated,  sod  est 
contnulicted.  that  her  MajestT'*  Government  t^red  sucoeasivdr  t«c 
of  the  highest  stations  on  the  Irish  Bench." 
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mputing  to  the  Chief  Justice  any  corrupt  motive,  or 
intentioQal  deviation  from  his  duty  as  a  Judge ; '  they 
Mren  expressed  their  disapprobation  at  the  language 
md  conduct  adopted  towards  the  Chief  Justice,  which 
they  declared  to  be  unjust  towards  him  personally, 
md  inconsistent  with  the  respect  due  to  the  high 
office  he  was  filling :  and  yet,  in  spite  of  the  Chief 
Justice's  admitted  innocence,  and  notwithstandmg 
the   declared   guilt  of  his   accusers,   her  Majesty *s 
Government  deliberately  dismissed  this  public  servant, 
with  no  other  explanation,  or  no  other  reason,  than 
is  contained  in  the  following  sentence : — "  We  re- 
gret, however,  to  be  under  the  necessity  of  reporting 
that  we  have  found,  in  some  of  the  transactions  brought 
under  our  consideration,  so  much  of  indiscretion  in 
the  conduct  of  the  Chief  Justice,  and  that  he  has 
permitted  himself  so  much  to  participate   in  the 
strong  feelings  which  appear  unfortunately  to  have 
influenced  the  different  parties  in  the  colony   (al- 

THOUH  WE  DO  NOT  FIND  THAT   HIS  JUDICIAL  DECI- 
SIONS   HAVE    BEEN    AFFECTED    THEREBY),     thai    We 

leel  it  our  duty  to  state  that  we  think  it  will  be  inex- 
pedient that  he  should  be  continued  in  the  office  of 
Chief  Justice  of  Newfoundlands^ 

My  Lord,  against  the  policy  of  a  minister,   or 
against  the  policy  of  a  government,  it  is,  I  am  aware, 

*  One  often  hears  of  condemnation,  with  a  recommendation  to 
mercy*  but  here  is  an  acquittal,  with  a  recommendation  to  punish- 
meotf 

2f 


MDOrally  speaking,  hopeless  for  an  bumtilc  iiidividuall 
like  the  Chief  Justice  of  Newfoundland,  or  hke  mjni 
self,  to  argue  or  complain ;  for  even  if  the  individual 
RhcRlld  succeed  in  proving  ever  so  clearly,  or  ever 
devfirly,  the  said  policy  to  be  bad,  the  niinixler  i^, 
I  admit,  fully  justified  in  abruptly  ending  Ibe  disc 
rion,  by  exclaiming,  "Sic  volo,  sic  jubeo,  Rt«'t  pi* 
ratioae  voluntis,"  which  means  "  Its  my  poiieif." 

Your  Lordship  therefore,  or  Her  Majesty's  flovprn- 
metlt,  had  full  indulgence  either  to  oay  to  the  Lieu- 
tepwrt-governor  of  Upper  Canada,  "  We  will  not 
•How  you  even  on  ttie  eve  of  an  insurrection  in 
colonies  to  remove  a  Judge  from  the  bench  of  a  '. 
trict  Court,  merely  because  he  has  taken  a  violenjli 
part  in  politics — merely  because  from  having 
so  the  Executive  Council,  the  Attorney  and  Solicit 
General,  the  Chief  Justice,  the  Judges,  and  the 
of  Upper  Canada  all  united  in  approving  of  his  di 
missal — merely  because  he  openly  and  grossly  '» 
suited  you  by  reading  to  you  at  the  head  of  a  R^ibr 
lican  deputation  an  impertineat  address — and  mert^ 
because  he  publicly  threatened  'to  tar  and  featb«^ 
you.  We  moreover  insist  that  out  of  the  whole  popnbtr, 
tion  of  Upper  Canada,  it  U  advisable  that  you  tAmil^, 
select  and  elevate  to  the  Bench,  her  Majesty's  bitt^ 
est  opponent,  because  we  do  not  think  he  should  be 
debarred  from  this  exalted  station  merely  hecaon 
during  his  whole  life,  he  has  been  (like  his  f^Ana 
before  him)  the  unceasing  advocate  of  Republicu 
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imtitutiom*— maip/j^  because  by  his  speeches  and  by 
his  writings  he  has  done  more  than  any  other  man 
in  the  Ganadas  in  bringing  about  the  late  revolt  which 
will  eoBt  the  mother-country  more  than  two  millions 
—and  merely  because  he  was  the  speaker  and  leader 
of  a  house  of  assembly,  which»  previous  to  your  dis- 
solving it,  offered  you  every  possible  insult." 

On  the  other  hand,  your  Lordship  or  Her  Majesty's 
Gknremment  had  full  indulgence  to  say  to  the  Chief 
Justice  of  Newfoundland,  "  Your  motives  have  never 
been  corrupt — you  have  never  intentionally  deviated 
firom  yonr  duty  as  a  judge — ^your  judicial  decisions 
have  never  been  affected  by  your  political  principles, 
BUT  you  have  permitted  yourself  to  participate  in  the 
strong  feelings  which  appear  unfortunately  to  have 
influenced  the  different  parties  in  the  colony  of  New- 
foundland, and  although  in  that  colony  there  was  not 
the  slightest  danger  of  a  revolt,  yet  we  have  consi- 
dered the  case  brought  against  you  before  the  Privy 
Council,  by  Stephen  Lushington,  Daniel  O'Connell, 
and  J.  Fleming,  and  as  it  is  our  fixed  policy  that  in 
our  North  American  colonies  the  bench  of  justice 
shall  he  immacfilate  from  and  even  unsuspected  of 
political  bias — we  dismiss  t/ou.'' 

Your  Lordship  and  Her  Majesty's  Government 
enjoy  (as  I  have  already  admitted)  full  liberty  to 
pursue  one  of  the  above  two  diametrically  opposite 
courses  of  policy,  and  to  give  ho  explanation  to  either 
complainant,    except    the    Latin   sentence   I    have 
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quoted ;  but,  my  Lord,  I  very  respectfully  submit  thit 
neither  your  Lordship,  nor  Her  Majesty's  Gbvemmenl, 
nor  the  people  of  England,  nor  any  power  od  earth 
ought  even  to  desire  to  possess  the  right  of  porsuiag 
in  the  North  American  colonies  both  of  these  policial 
at  the  same  time;  I  mean  of  saying  that  your  law  k 
and  is  not,  that  it  is  right  and  that  it  is  wnmg ;  b 
short,  that  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Upper  Cia»- 
da,  and  the  Chief  Justice  of  Newfoundland,  shali  he 
equally  driven  from  the  service  of  their  sovenigii» 
in  order  that  the  people  of  the  North  Americao  colo- 
nies may  learn  that  a  Judge's  interference  with  poli- 
tical party  is  no^  objection  whatever^  and  it  en  Ims- 
perable  o^ection  to  his  renuuning  on  the  bench. 

But  taking  leave  of  the  case  of  the  Chief  Justice  of 
Newfoundland,  I  beg  permission  to  remind  yev 
Lordship,  that  in  the  able  defence  of  Lord  Dofhen 
which  her  Majesty's  Government  lately  made  before 
Parliament,  your  Lordship  in  the  one  House,  and  Lord 
John  Russell  in  the  other,  strenuously  maintained  tke 
identical  doctrines,  my  support  of  which  induced  her 
Majesty's  Government  morally  speaking  to  drive  me 
from  the  Government  of  Upper  Canada.  It  wai 
not  denied,  (on  the  contrary,  it  was  admitted  uhmI 
frankly  by  your  Lordship  as  well  as  by  Lord  John 
Russell)  that  Lord  Durham  had  acted  illegally,  but 
generously  supporting  the  public  servant  in  the  exe- 
cution of  his  new  and  difficult  duties,  your  Lordship's 
whole  argument  tended  to  prove  that  Lord  Da^ 


437 

bain's  measures  were  justified  hy  the  necessity  of 
THB  CASE,  and  so  strongly  did  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment maintain  this  principle,  that  your  Lordship  not 
only  assailed  tiie  whole  profession  of  the  law,  as  well 
as  the  quibbles  by  which  lawyers  maintain  the  small- 
est private  right  against  the  public  safety,  but  your 
Lordship  very  truly  added,  ''  that  the  noble  Earl 
(Durham)  would  be  most  seriously  injured  even  by 
the  discussion — that  unquestionably  his  authority 
would  be  much  weakened  by  it — and  that  it  would 
be  far  better  for  their  Lordships  to  move  an 
address  to  the  crown  to  recall  him  at  once,  than 
to  weaken  and  impair  his  authority ;  in  short,  that 
to  confer  powers  on  an  individual,  and  not  to  give 
him  eonfidence  for  the  exercise  of  them,  was  only 
laying  a  trap  for  him,  or  something  like  it." 

A  Bill  of  Indemnity,  which  eventually  passed 
through  both  Houses  of  the  Imperial  Parliament, 
was  proposed  and  acceded  to,  on  the  principle  urged 
by  the  Government,  that  his  Lordship  was  deserving 
of  protection,  because  his  measures  (though  illegal) 
were  justified  hy  the  necessity  of  the  case. 

Now,  if  my  correspondence  with  her  Majesty*43 
Govemmenty  which  led  to  my  resignation,  were  to 
be  referred  to,  it  would  at  once  appear,  that  the 
reason,  cause,  or  defence,  I  offered  to  her  Majesty's 
Ciovernment,  for  not  replacing  Judge  Ridout,  and 
for  refusing  to  elevate  on  the  eve  of  a  revolt,  the  ex- 
speaker  Bid  well  to  the  bench,  was  the  necessity  of 
the  case.     A  necessity,  I  humbly  submit,  infinitely 
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heavier  than  Lord  Durfcflm'i  BMa»ty»  iaamick 
as  hiB  Lordship  did  not  arrive  in  the  dmaidM  luilil 
the  rebels  in  both  Proyinces  had  been  defisate^ 
until  the  American  forces  had  been  Buoosskfidly  *- 
pulsed  in  every  attempt  they  bad  iliade  to  umde 
and  possess  themselves  of  Upper  Ganada-^until 
Papineau^  Bidwell,  Rdiph,  M'Kenaie,  and  the  wUe 
nest  of  Conspirators  who  had  offiwed  500L  for  mf 
apprehension,  had  absconded  from  the  Pxovinee-^ 
in  short,  until  "the  hurly-burly  was  done,  aid 
the  battle  lost  and  won;"  nevertheless,  thoo^  ny 
necessity  was  as  supericur  to  Lprd  Pudiam's*  as  ia 
rank,  station,  education, :  and  diplomatic  exparisnet^ 
I  was  his  Lordship's  inferior — and  althou^  lAor 
alU  there  was  nothing  illegal  in  my  dfirmitmig  a 
Judge  for  the  very  reason  for  w\ikk  Her  Afagesly'i 
Government  dismissed  a  chief  justice — ^yol  Hsr 
Majesty's  Government  voted  for  an  Act  of  Parlis* 
ment  to  indemnify  Lord  Durham,  and  publicly  re- 
versed and  discountenanced  my  Act,  which  was 
identical  with  their  own ! 

Her  Majesty's  Government  have,  it  cannot  be 
denied,  full  power  to  direct  in  the  North  AmericsD 
Colonies  whatever  policy  they  may  think  proper; 
but  I  again  respectfully  maintain,  that  they  cannot 
carry  on  two  conflicting  policies  at  the  same  tiM 
by  declaring  that  in  Lower  Canada  an  illegal  set 
ought  to  be,  and  that  in  Upper  Canada,  it  eommt  k 
justified  by  necessity. 

Without  any  wish  to  offend,  or  even  to  upbraid 
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Her  M aj^dty'B  Gtoverninent,  I  beg  leave  to  state  to 
ywr  Ldfdship,  that  I  feel  very  deeply.  It  would  have 
been  better  (to  use  your  Lordship's  own  words)  for 
Her  Majesty's  Government  to  have  recalled  me  at 
once  from  the  government  of  Upper  Canada,  than 
to  have  weakened,  impaired,  and  undermined  my 
Mithority,  until  it  fell  prostrate  to  the  ground — that 
by  having  conferred  powers  on  me,  without  giving 
me  confidence  for  the  exercise  of  them.  Her  Majes- 
ty's Government  laid  a  trap  for  me,  from  which  it 
was  impracticable  for  me  to  escape — ^that  her  Ma- 
jesty's Government  acted,  therefore,  unjustly  towards 
me,  in  removing  tne  from  a  permanent  appdintment, 
to  one  which  almost  immediately  they  made  it  im- 
possible for  me  to  maintain  ;  knd  lastly,  that  leaving 
my  own  interests  and  feelings  Completely  out  of  the 
question,  it  is  as  disheartening  to  the  hyal popula- 
tion fjf  her  Majesty* s  North  American  Cohnies,  as 
it  19  encouraging  to- their  republican  opponents^  to 
observe,  that  while  Lord  Gosford,  (who  was  obliged 
by  Her  Majesty's  Government  to  try  the  fatal  ex- 
periment of  conciliating  the  republicans,)  has  been, 
1  rejoice  to  observe,  most  graciously  received  and 
rewarded  by  his  Sovereign,  I,  who  returned  to  Eng- 
land simultaneously  with  his  Lordsip,  have  not,  by 
a  nugle  audience,  been  even  honoured  by  an  oppor- 
tunity of  most  humbly  assuring  Her  Majesty  of  the 
loyalty  of  the  people  of  Upper  Canada — of  their 
devotional  attachment  to  tlie  British  throne— of  their 
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admiration  of  the  British  CoD8titutioiH--ftiid  of  thw 
uDalterable  detestation  of  those  republicui  prinripki^ 
which  have  created  before  their  eyes  on  the  Gnti- 
nent  of  America  a  vulgar  mob-tyrannjt  under  wUdi 
neither  life  nor  property  are  secure. 

My  Lord,  I  do  not  expect  that  your  Lordship  csd 
find  time  even  to  consider  the  few  arguments  whidi 
are  contained  in  this  communication,  and  which  I 
assure  your  Lordship  explains  but  a  part  of  the 
wrongs  which  I  consider  I  have  received  from  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  but  I  trust  that  your  Lord- 
ship,  taking  into  consideration  how  unwilling  I 
have  been  factiously  to  embarrass  Her  Majesty*i 
Grovemment,  and  how  patiently  I  have  waited  ftr 
redress,  will  pause  before  you  refuse  the  requeit 
which  I  now  respectfully  make  to  your  Lordship^ 
which  is,  that  your  Lordship  would  be  pleased  to 
allow  me,  either  before  the  Privy  Council — ^before 
the  Judicial  Committee  thereof — or  before  a  Com- 
mittee of  such  members  of  the  Government  as  it  may 
be  deemed  by  it  advisable  to  select,  an  opportunity 
of  convincing  your  Lordship  by  their  report,  that 
Her  Majesty's  Government  has  unjustifiably  wronged 
me. 

If  it  should  be  reported  to  your  Lordship  that  I  had 
failed  in  substantiating  this  allegation,  your  Lordship 
would  have  the  satisfaction  of  reflecting,  that  you 
had  granted  to  nie  the  opportunity  I  had  demanded. 
If,  on  the  other  hand,  I  should  succeed  in  substan- 
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tiating  my  accusation,  my  opinion  of  your  Lordship 
leada  me  to  believe,  that  your  Lordship  would  re- 
joice, rather  than  regret,  that  a  truth  which  aflfected 
the  character  of  your  Lordship's  administration  was 
no  longer  concealed  from  your  knowledge. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be^ 

My  Lord, 
Your  Lordship's  most  obedient 

Humble  Servant, 
(Signed)         F.  B.  Head. 
The  Lord  Viscount  Melbourne,  &c.  &c. 

In  reply  to  this  communication.  Lord  Melbourne, 
in  a  note  marked  ''  Private,"  declined  to  accede  to 
the  requests  I  had  made. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 

A  few  Observations  on  three  or  four  Paragraphs  in  the  ^  Keport  on 
the  Affairs  of  British  North  America  ftMa  the  Earl  of  Durham, 
Her  Majesty's  High  CommiHsioner,  &c.  &c.  &c./' 
(Presented  by  Her  Majesty's  command  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament) 


It  has  been  strenuously  urged  against  Liord  Dur- 
ham that  his  Lordship,  in  reporting  ''  on  the  affairs  of 
British  North  America/'  was  not  justified  in  assidl- 
ing  my  by-gone  policy  and  conduct.  If  his  Lord- 
ship's attention  had  by  Her  Majesty  been  merely 
directed  to  the  administration  of  the  government  of 
Z/otr^  Canada,  his  public  censure  on  my  conduct  would 
certainly,  to  say  the  least,  have  been  unnecessary ;  but 
as  his  Lordship's  mission  had  in  view  the  much 
higher  object  of  adjusting  what  is  commonly  termed 
the  disordered  state  of  our  North  American  pro- 
vinces, it  surely  cannot,  by  any  unprejudiced  man, 
be  denied  that  Lord  Durham  could  not  safely  legis- 
late for  the  future  tense  of  life  without  not  only  at- 
tentively observing  the  present,  but  without  also 
calmly  reflecting  on  the  past ;  for  it  is  by  the  pro- 
truding masts  of  vessels  which  have  sunk  that  the 
cautious  mariner  first  learns  to  avoid  the  hidden 
rocks  upon  Avhich  they  have  foundered. 

I  conceive,  therefore,  that  Lord  Durham  was  not 
only  perfectly  justified,  but  that  his  Lordship  per- 
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formed  no  more  than  his  duty  in  investigating  the 
policy  which,  as  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Upper  Ca- 
nada, I  had  pursued,  and  in  reporting  to  Her  Majesty, 
perfectly  regardless  of  my  feelings,  whatever  might 
be  his  opinion  on  the  subject ;  and  I  must  go  still 
further  and  say,  that  however  captivated  a  public 
man  may  be  with  his  own  conduct,  he  has  no  right 
even  to  feel  offended  at  the  honest  disapprobation  of 
it  which  a  superior  officer  in  the  performance  of  a 
painful  and  arduous  duty  may  feel  it  necessary  to 
pronounce. 

But  though  I  claim  this  freedom  of  action  for 
LiQrd  Durham,  I  submit  that  there  existed  in  his 
commission  no  clause  authorizing  his  Lordship  to 
rebuke  any  one  by  incorrect  assertion. 

As  the  tie  which  once  connected  me  with  Upper 
Canada  has  been  severed,  it  is  not  my  duty,  it  is  not 
my  inclination,  nor  do  the  present  limits  permit  of  my 
replying  to  all  the  allegations  against  the  Legislature 
and  the  people  of  Upper  Canada  which  are  con- 
tained in  his  Lordship's  report  I  propose  only  to 
make  a  few  observations  on  those  three  or  four  para*- 
graphs  which  are  especially  directed  against  myself, 
and  on  one  or  two  others  of  a  more  general  nature. 

1.  "  Proceedings  of  Sir  Francis  Headr 

This  paragraph  commences  by  reporting  to  Her 
Majesty  as  follows  : — 

**  Such  was  the  state  of  parties  when  Sir  Francis  Head, 


DO  aaraniog  the  govwBiwrtjrf.tiieiq4jByuiruMliiii!iltiOlil> 
the  Executive  Council  some  of  Uw  afftf^fe^wtfo^p^n^ff^ 
obu<n(joua  to  the  Houm  of  AaMmbly,  w4  K^iMtej  ijm* 
individuab  to  succeed  them." 

'tbas  statement  is,  I  beg  to  say  witltout  ofTenoe. 
exactly  a  rererskm  of  the  truth,  wliich  was  (vide  ' 
my  despatch.  No.  9,  page  56),  that  the  three  in-  ■■ 
dividuals,  named  by  Lord  Diirhani,  requested  me  to, 
dismiss  "  the  members  who  were  most  obnoxious  to 
the  House  of  Assembly,"  that  I  resolutely  refitted  ta  ' 
dismiss  tliem,  and  that  accordingly  they  were  not 
dismissed. 

Lord  Durham*8  Report,  after  truly  narrating  that  < 
I  afterwards  adrfw/ three  reformers  to  the  CouncU/i 
reports  to  Her  Majesty  that —  - ' 

"  Among  the  first  acts  of  the  Governor,  n/ler  ihe  ip- ( 
pointment  of  this  Council,  was,  however,  the  nomination  to  | 
some  vacant  offices  of  individuals,  nho  were  Iskeo  from  iht  ' 
old  official  party,  and  this  without  any  communicatkm  wiA 
his  Council.  These  appointments  were  attacked  by  the 
House  of  Assembly,  and  the  new  Council,  finding  thd 
their  opinion  was  never  asked  upon  these  or  other  maltn*, 
and  that  they  were  seemingly  to  be  kept  in  ignwuice  tt 
all  those  public  measures  which  popular  opinion,  nerertlw 
less,  attributed  to  their  advice,  remoiutrated  prioalely  on  ibe 
subject  with  the  Governor.  Sir  Francis  detired  them  fa 
majee  a  formal  representation  to  him  on  the  ntfgect;  ^mj 
did  so,  and  this  produced  such  a  reply  from  him,  as  Idt 
them  no  choice  but  to  resign.  The  occasion  of  the  di^ 
ferences  which  had  caused  the  resignation  was  made  the 
subject  of  communication  between  the  Governor  and  tbe 
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Assembly,  so  that  the  whole  community  were  informed  of 
the  grounds  of  the  dispute.** 

The  whole  of  the  above  is  a  tissue  of  unintentional 
errors.  The  unpopular  appointment  to  which  Lord 
Durham  in  the  plural  number  has  alluded,  was  in  fa- 
vour of  a  new  settler  ;  it  had  been  made  by  me  not 
only  by  the  advice,  but  solely  at  the  suggestion  of  the 
leading  member  of  my  old  Council  before  the  three 
reformers  were  added  to  it. 

The  new  Council,  who  were  only  in  my  service  a 
fortnight,  never  once  remonstrated  with  me  on  that 
or  on  any  subject  till  I  officially  received  their 
public  document,  which  (vide  my  despatch.  No.  15, 
page  72),  emanated  entirely  from  themselves  without 
my  knowledge  or  suggestion.  Lastly,  the  commu- 
nication from  the  House  (which  is  before  the  reader) 
see  page  66,  was  from  the  Assembly  to  m^,  and  not 
from  me  to  it. 

Lord  Durham's  Report  to  the  Queen  proceeds  as 

follows : — 

'*  The  contest  which  appeared  to  be  thus  commenced  on 
the  question  of  the  responsibility  of  the  Executive  Council 
was  recdly  decided  on  very  different  grounds.  Sir  P.  Head, 
who  appears  to  have  thought  that  the  maintenance  of  the 
connexion  with  Great  Britain  depended  upon  his  triumph 
over  the  majority  of  the  Assembly,  embarked  in  the  contest 
with  a  determination  to  use  every  influence  in  his  power  in 
order  to  bring  it  to  a  successful  issue.  He  sncceeded,  in 
(act,  in  putting  the  issue  in  such  a  light  before  the  province, 
that  a  great  portion  of  the  people  really  imagined  that  they 


were  called  upon  to  decide  the  question  of  separntion  by 
their  votes." 

The  follon-ing  extracts  from  my   replies  to  the  I 
Addressee  I  received  from  28,188  people  before  the 
elections  took  place,  will,  I  trust,  mthout  a  com- 
ment, clearly  show  whether  or  not  Lord   Durham 
was  perfectly  justified  in  reporting  to  Her  Majefiftp  ■ 
that   in  order  to  guin  the  elections    I  had   placofl'  I 
the  subject  of  dispute  before  the  inhabitants  of  thfr 
province  disingenuously. 


No.  !.  . 

Extractjrom  ''  Reply  to  the  Address  of  the  Inhabiinnlicfy 

the  District  oj  Johnstown." 
Gkntlemev, 

I  need  hardly  say  that  it  aSc  ds  me  consolation  to  observ* 
iVom  your  addres.s.  that  the  yeomanry  and  farmera  of  Upper 
Canada,  inslead  of  alton-ing  otlier  people  to  rhink  for  them, 
have  been  at  last  driven  to  the  necesnty  of  judging  Tor  them- 
selves of  the  serious  events  which  have  lately  passed  htfan 
their  eyes. 

Id  the  mother-country  I  have  invariably  found,  that  wbu 
the  yeomanry  are  once  aroused  from  their  lethargy,  in  lAici 
they  are  too  apt  to  remain,  their  sturdy  opinion  fonni  om 
of  the  most  correct  verdicts  in  the  land,  and  confidently  bfr 
lieving  that  such  will  prove  to  be  the  case  in  this  provina^ 
I  beg  to  ask  those  yeomen  and  bnneTB  of  the  Johnstowa 
district,  whose  names  are  subscribed  to  the  documents  I  bsre 
just  received,  the  following  plain  questions  :— 

What  necessity  has  there  been  for  this  general  disturb- 
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anoe  throughout  Upper  Canada  about  a  responsible  Execu- 
tive Government? 

Have  I  not  evidently,  to  the  best  of  my  ability^  endea- 
voured calmly  to  explain^  not  only  to  the  Legislature^  but 
to  the  inhabitants  of  this  province,  my  reasons  for  declining 
to  surrender  to  my  late  Executive  Council  that  power  and 
patronage  which  is  the  prerogative  of  the  Crown  ? 

Has  the  language  which  so  unnecessarily  has  assailed  me 
diverted  me  from  my  declared  determination  to  govern  and 
be  governed  by  reason  ? 

Have  I  once  rebuked  it  by  an  intemperate  expression  ? 

While  I  was  resolutely  defending  your  constitution, 
which  is  the  sacred  charter  of  your  freedom,  did  I  not  re- 
peatedly declare  that,  in  case  I  was  wrong,  there  existed, 
above  us  all,  a  high  tribunal,  to  which  I  was  ever  ready  to 
bow? 

Why,  I  ask,  was  not  that  offer  accepted  ? 

What  necessity  was  there  for  my  opponents  to  promulgate 
during  the  discussion,  that  their  grand  object  was  "To  stop 
the  supplies  ?" 

What  was  the  use  of  paralyzing  the  country  by  so  cruel 
a  retnedy  ? 

Did  they  think  that  despair  and  poverty  could  explain 
what  reason  and  argument  had  failed  to  substantiate  ? 

Can  any  three  professional  gentlemen  of  Toronto,  intently 
occupied  in  their  own  petty  interests,  presume  to  offer  to 
Upper  Canada  the  powerful  protection,  and  parental  assist- 
ance which  our  Sovereign  can  bestow  upon  this  young 
growing  country  ? 

Is  the  loyalty  of  this  portion  of  the  British  Empire  to  bow 
before  a  self-constituted  triumvirate,  merely  because  it  de- 
clares that  no  responsibility  is  trust-worthy  but  its  own  ? 
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Grentlemen,  I  have  no  reply  to  offer  to  these  questioiis, 
but  commit  them  to  your  own  calm  judgment  and  good 
sense? 

No.  2. 

Extract  from  "  Reply  to  the  Address  of  the  Mayor  and 
Common  Council  of  the  City  of  Toronto.^* 

The  constitution  of  this  province  is  the  scLcred  eharUr  of 
the  land ;  and  it  is  no  less  my  duty  than  the  interest  of  its 
inhabitants  that  I  should  firmly  maintain  it,  as  I  e?er  will, 
inviolate. 

If  that  charter  constitutes  a  "  Provincial  Ministfjf*  it 
need  only  be  shown  to  me  to  be  secured;  but  I  deliberately 
repeat,  that  it  contains  the  creation  of  no  such  a  power,  and 
in  my  opinion,  were  it  to  be  now  created,  it  would  be  produe- 
tive  of  the  most  vicious  effects ;  for  if  the  power  and  patron- 
age of  the  Crown  were  to  be  delivered  over  to  a  tribunal 
sworn  to  secrecy,  they  would  very  soon  fall  into  the  bands 
of  a  few  metropolitan  families,  who  might  possibly  pro- 
mote their  own  views  to  the  rejection  of  the  interests  of 
the  distant  counties ;  whereas,  while  these  powers  continued 
invested  in  the  individual  appointed  by  His  Majesty  to 
be  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  this  province,  he  (being  a 
stranger)  can  have  neither  interest  nor  inducement  to  abuse 
them. 

No.  3. 

Extract  from  "  Reply  to  the  Address  of  the  inhabitants  of 

the  City  of  Toronto^ 

I  have  no  wish  to  deny  "  that  in  the  British  constitution 
the  King  is  assisted  in  all  the  affairs  of  Government  by  the 
advice  of  known  and  responsible  councillors  and  officers  who 
possess  the  confidence  of  the  people,  and  who  form  His  Ma- 
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jeBty^s  Cabinet.'*  But  Colonel  Simcoe^  who>  you  yourselves 
state,  ''  was  authorised  undoubtedly  by  His  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment to  declare  to  His  faithful  subjects  in  this  province 
the  nature  of  the  Constitution  "  created  no  such  cabinet,  nor 
any  cabinet  at  all;  and  from  his  day,  down  to  the  present 
hour,  there  has  never  existed  any  ministry  in  the  colony 
exoept  the  Grovemor,  who  is  himsdf  the  responsible  minis- 
ter of  the  Crown. 

♦  *  ♦  «  4(  « 

The  yeomen  and  industrious  classes  of  Upper  Canada 
should  never  allow  a  single  letter  to  be  subtracted  from  or 
added  to  the  great  charter  of  their  liberties ;  for  if  once  they 
permit  it  to  be  mutilated,  or  what  may  be  termed  improved, 
they  and  their  children  become  instantly  liable  to  find  them- 
selves suddenly  deprived  of  their  property,  and,  what  is 
better  than  aU  property,  of  their  freedom  and  independence. 

By  this  Act  you  are  of  course  aware  that  a  House  of 
Assembly,  a  Legislative  Council,  and  a  Lieutenant  Gover- 
nor are  appointed ;  but  it  creates  no  Executive  Council; 
and  if  people  tell  you  that  it  does,  read  the  Act,  and  you 
will  see  the  contrary. 

No.  4. 

''  Reply  to  the  Address  of  the  Inhabitants  of  the  County 

of  Hastings.^* 

Gbntlbmsn, 

In  return  for  the  Address  which  I  have  just  received 
fiom  you,  I  assure  you  that  I  will  continue  firmly  to  uphold 
and  support  the  best  interests  of  your  agriculturists  and  of 
your  province,  and  that  never  will  I  allow  either  the  one  or 
the  other  to  be  placed  under  the  irresponsible  domination  of 
a  Toronto  ministry. 

2o 


No.  5. 

Extraitfrom   ■•  Ti,-jily  to  the  Addresn  of  the  Onmil  Jury 
of  the  Hotae  Di'itrlrt." 

If  that.  Boble  charier  liad  not  existed,  tliciv  ran  lie  do 
tjotikt  but  that  the  represenlativi;  of  Hi.«  Mnjraty  would 
Una  been  overcome,  and  ihat  the  inhabitants  gf  I'liprr 
Canada  would  now  bo  under  the  ignominious  tyratin;  of 
a  secret  metropolilan  "  Cablni-t  ■/'  but  your  con^'titntiDn 
Ms  proved  to  be  impregnable,  and  at  this  munient  no  peo- 
fie  bewail  tbe  fact  more  keenly  than  those  who  haw  Utdy 
kaea  nearly  enisbed  in  their  ondeavoui-s  to  undormim-  it 

No.  G. 

Sxtraet/hm-  Itr-p/i/  to  the  Adih^ssofUi,-  Inhiihitanitof 
tkt  Town  mid  Tovmxhip  of  Kingston. " 
It  tberefbre  only  remains  for  rac  to  beg  you  to  tumre 
them  I  feel  most  dteply  the  conGdenco  ihey  re])0»o  in  me; 
and  that  so  long  as  I  sliall  remain  His  Majesty's  repnjwn- 
lative  in  ihis  pioviiiLo,  I  will  nevpr  allow  tbcni  to  be  uttron- 
stitutionally  subjected  to  the  arbitrary  domiaation  of  im 
irresponsible,  secret,  and  self-eonxlitiited  '*  CahineL" 

No.  7. 

Extract  from  '•  liephj  to  the  Address  of  Ihr  Inhahilauls  , 
'4'  tbe  District  ofOltowa' 
The  falsest  reports  are  daily  invented,  and  at  gnsal  *s- 
pense  are  circulated  all  over  the  province,  in  order  if  powi- 
ble  still  to  delude  and  agitate  tbe  public  mind  :  for  instance. 
it  has  been  staled  that  I  wisli  to  establish  tithes — that  I  m 
concocting  plans  fur  making  the  people  of  Upper  Canaib 
slaves,  &c.  &c.  &c. 
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Gentleinen^  my  plans  and  projects  are  all  contained  and 
published  in  the  instructions  which  I  received  from  the 
King.  They  desire  me  to  correct,  without  partiality,  the 
grievances  of  this  country ;  and  it  is  because  the  agitators 
see  I  am  determined  to  do  so  that  they  are  endeavour- 
ing to  obstruct  me  by  every  artifice  in  their  power.  They 
declare  me  to  be  their  enemy,  and  the  truth  is,  I  really 
am. 

As  her  Majesty's  Government  were  in  possession 
of  printed  copies  of  all  these  replies,  they  surely  ought 
at  least  to  have  produced  them  in  my  defence  when 
they  submitted,  by  command  of  the  Queen,  to  both 
Houses  of  Parliament,  Lord  Durham's  charge  against 
me,  that  I  had  gained  the  elections  disingenuously. 

Lord  Durham,  in  informing  Her  Majesty  what  the 
feelings  of  the  people  of  Upper  Canada  were  pre- 
nious  to  these  elections  in  1836,  states — 

**  Above  all,  not  only  they,  but  a  great  many  others,  had 
marked  with  envy  the  stupendous  public  works  which  were 
at  that  period  producing  their  effect,  in  the  almost  marvel- 
lous growth  of  the  wealth  and  population  of  the  neighbour- 
ing state  of  New  York." 

Far  from  entertaining  these  feelings  of  envj/,  the 
people  of  Upper  Canada  rejected  at  the  elections 
seven  out  of  the  thirteen  American  members  who 
had  previously  sat  in  th^  House  of  Assembly ;  and 
the  whole  result  of  the  contest,  as  well  as  the  re- 
peated defeats  which  the  American  sympathisers 
have  suffered  during  the  last  two  winters,  have  proved 

2  G  2 
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how  cordially  I  was  supported  in  the  assertloQ  I 
openly  made  ''  that  the  people  of  Upper  GaDada 
detest  democracy.** 

Lord  Durham  thus  proceeds  to  inform  the  Queen : 
"  The  general  support  of  the  British  determined  the 
elections  in  favour  of  the  Government;  and  though  vi*ry 
large  and  close  minorities,  which  in  many  cases  supported 
the  defeated  candidates,  marked  the  force  which  the  Re- 
formers could  bring  into  the  field,  even  in  spite  of  the  dis- 
advantages under  which  they  laboured  from  the  momentaiy 
prejudices  against  them,  and  the  unusual  mamter  m  which 
the  Crown,  by  its  representative^  appeared  to  make  itnlf  t 
party  in  an  electioneering  contest,  the  resuU  was  the  retun 
of  a  very  large  majority  hostile  in  politics  to  that  of  the  late 
Assembly." 

Before  the  elections  commenced  I  gave  such  re- 
plies as  I  thought  proper  to  the  different  Addresses 
I  received;  but  in  order  that  the  country  should 
clearly  see  that  I  was  determined  not  **  to  make 
myself  a  party  in  an  electioneering  contest,"  I  gave 
the  following  reply  to  the  seven  following  Addresses, 
two  of  which,  from  very  influential  bodies,  arriveJ 
at  Government  House  a  day  or  two  only  after  the 
election  could  legally  commence. 

List  of  Addresses  just  referred  to. 

1.  Wesleyan  Methodist  Conference.  (Signed  by  order 
and  in  behalf  of  the  conference.  William  Lord,  President. 
William  Case,  Secretary.) 

2.  United  Synod  of  Upper  Canada.  (Signed  in  name, 
presence,  and  appointment  of  synod.  C.  NichoU,  Mode- 
rator; William  Smart,  Clerk  of  United  Synod.) 
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3.  Gananogue  and  its  vicinity. 

4.  Ramsay. 

5.  Warwick. 

6.  Goderich. 

7.  Township  of  Nepean. 

Reply  in  Writing  delivered  to  each  of  the  above. 
*'  Gentlemen^ — As  the  elections  have  commenced^  I  must 
decline  giving  any  other  reply  to  the  address  which  I  have 
just  received  from  you,  than  merely  to  acknowledge  its  re- 
ceipt." 

I  may  add>  that,  besides  this  precaution,  I  gave 
orders  to  all  my  attendants,  as  well  as  to  all  the 
clerks  in  the  government  office,  to  abstain  from 
contributing  to  the  subscriptions  which  were  set  on 
foot  by  the  constitutionalists,  in  order  to  refute  the 
calumnies  published  by  the  republicans.  I  also  de- 
sired the  Adjutant-General  to  promulgate  that  I 
would  suspend  all  militia  promotions,  or  dismissals,* 
until  the  elections  were  concluded. 

2.  Real  Remit  of  Sir  F.  Head's  Policy. 

In  informing  the  Queen  of  "  real  results'*  which 
had  happened  two  winters  before  his  Lordship's  ar- 
rival in  North  America,  Lord  Durham  deems  it  ad- 
visable to  describe  in  the  following  terms  the  mem- 
bers I  had  appointed  to  my  Executive  Council : — 

'*  It  may,  indeed,  be  fairly  said,  that  the  real  result  of  Sir 
F.  Head's  policy  was  to  establish  that  very  administrative 
influence  of  the  leaders  of  a  majority  in  the  Legislature 
which  he   had  so    obstinately  disputed.     The   Executive 

*  See  page  225,  line  4. 
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Councillors  of  bis  nomiiiatioii,  who  weem  to  have  token  ofiee 
almost  on  the  express  eonditien  of  bemg  mtrm  e^pherst  ut 
not,  in  fact,  then,  the  real  goverameiit  of  the  provinee.  It 
is  said  that  the  new  officers  of  goremment  whom  Sir  F. 
Head  appointed  ^om  without  thepdU  ofoffitAal  eUgibSitjf 
feel  more  apprehension  of  the  present  house  than»  so  6r  as 
can  he  judged,  was  ever  felt  by  their  predeoemn  with 
regard  to  the  most  violent  of  the  reibnniiig  Hooiei  of 
Assembly.  Their  apprehension^  however,  is  not  eonfhifid  to 
the  present  house:  they  feel  that,  under  no  conemMe  em^ 
tingency,  can  they  expect  an  Assembly  disposed  to  supfmi 
them;  and  they  accordingly  appear  to  desire  rack  a  chwige 
in  the  colonial  system  as  might  make  them  dependent  upon 
the  Imperial  Grovemment  alone,  and  seeure  them  against 
all  interference  from  the  Legislature  of  the  pronnefl!,  wiiat- 
ever  party  should  obtain  a  prepondemnoe  in  the  AnemUy. 

Whether  Lord  Durham  ia  justified  in  deeigntting 
the  Executive  Council  whom  I  appointed  as  '*  smiv 
cyphers'*  shall  shortly  appear ;  but,  abandoning  that 
point  for  a  moment,  I  hasten  to  vindicate  before 
the  public  the  characters  of  four  gentlemen  whom 
Lord  Durham  (notwithstanding  his  admiration  of 
the  United  States,  where  "all  men  are  said  to  be 
born  equal,'')  has  designated  to  Her  Majesty  as  hav- 
ing been  "  appointed  by  Sir  F.  Head  from  without 
the  pale  of  official  cligibiUty' ! 

The  gentlemen  alluded  to  by  his  Lordship  are  a$ 
follows : — 

1st.  The  Honourable  Robert  Baldwin  Sulliviui 
(lately  elevat<*d   to  the  Legislative  Council  by  ih* 
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ieeommendation  of  Sir  George  Arthur) .  This  gen- 
tleman, far  from  being  one  of  those  native  Canadians 
designated  by  Lord  Durham  as  the  "  family  com- 
pact/' belonged  to  a  family  who  had  emigrated  from 
Ireland — ^his  father  was  not  living — he  had  no  brother 
holding  any  public  station — his  nearest  connexions 
were  the  family  of  Dr.  Baldwin,  the  chairman  of 
the  Alliance  (republican)  Society.  He  had  received 
a  good  classical  education — was  a  man  of  very  supe- 
rior talents— one  of  the  leading  members  of  the  bar, 
and  of  irreproachable  character.  His  wife  was  the 
daughter  of  Colonel  Delatre,  late  quarter-master- 
general  at  Ceylon. 

2d.  The  Honourable  William  Allan,  a  native  of 
Scotland^  was^  at  the  time  I  appointed  him  to  my 
council,  one  of  the  oldest  members  of  the  Upper 
House  of  the  Legislature.  He  is  a  retired  merchant 
of  the  first  respectability,  opulent,  and  possessed  of 
large  landed  property.  For  forty  years  he  has  suc- 
cessively enjoyed  the  confidence  and  respect  of 
every  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  province;  and 
being  also  well  known  in  England,  he  was  soli- 
cited by  the  association  of  London  merchants  direct- 
ing the  Canada  Company  (to  whom  I  beg  leave  to 
refer)  to  take  charge  of  their  interests  in  that  country 
In  consequence  of  his  high  character  he  remained 
President  of  the  Bank  of  Upper  Canada,  by  annual 
election,  from  the  time  of  its  establishment  till  he 
voluntarily  retired,  when  he  received  from  the  share- 


M,  ivithout  political  disttaction,  a  very  splendid 
fifiee  of  plate,  as  a  testimonial  of  their  high  gratitude 
■ad  TeBpect.  I  beg  to  say  that  Avitb  a  more  high- 
ninded'  man  than  Mr.  Allan  /  have  never  aRsoci- 

•tod. 

Srd.  The  Honourable  John  Elmsley,  Laeatenant 
•f  ^M  Royal  Navy  {vide  hie  gallant  conduct  in  the 
d^tore  of  the  Caroline,  page  381),  is  the  son  of  a 
Bmoet  chief  justice  of  Upper  Canada,  firom  whom 
)w  i^erited  a  large  property  in  the  province,  aod 
nephew  of  the  late  Admiral  Sir  Benjamin  Hallowell- 
He  hkd,  before  I  appointed  him,  for  many  years 
been  a  member  of  the  upper  branch  of  the  I^egisU* 
tare,  and  had  also  formerly  been  for  many  years  a 
member  of  the  Executive  Council,  from  which  be 
had  T^luiitarily  retired  under  the  admioietration  of 
ffir  John  Colhorne.  Mr.  Elmsley  is  a  very  zealous 
member  of  the  Roman  Catholic  Church,  whidi,  ac- 
cording to  Lord  Durham's  report,  does  not  posasB 
any  portion  of  the  {utronage  of  the  province. 

4th.  The  Honourable  Captain  Baldwin  had  tin, 
before  I  appointed  him  to  the  Executive  Cfwndl, 
been  for  many  years  a  member  of  the  Ij^pdetiiv 
Council. 

He  vras  a  retired  post-captun  in  the  British  Bify. 
highly  respected  in  his  profession,  and  altfaoogh  h> 
was  the  brother  of  Dr.  Baldwin,  the  chaimiaB  <i 
the  Alliance  or  Republican  Association,  his  loya^ 
and  his  mild,  amiable  dispositiou  formed  the  < 
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enous  features  of  a  character  which  by  all  parties  was 
esteemed. 

5th.  The  Honourable  W.  Draper,  Her  Majesty's 
Solicitor-Greneral,  who,  at  the  time  I  appointed  him 
to  my  council,  represented  in  the  provincial  parUa* 
ment  the  mebropoUs  of  Upper  Canada^  is  a  weU" 
educated  English  gentleman,  of  amiable  and  irre* 
proachable  character,  highly  respected,  and  a  promi- 
nent member  of  the  Society  of  Upper  Canada ;  in 
p<mit  of  talent  one  of  the  leading  members  of  the 
bar. 

To  the  above  description  of  these  five  gentlemen, 
who  are  reported  to  Her  Majesty  by  Lord  Dur- 
ham as  having  been  **  appointed  by  Sir  F.  Head 
without  the  pale  of  official  eligiliUty ,''  I  beg  leave  to 
add  that  they  continue  to  form  to  this  day  the  Execu- 
tive Council  of  Upper  Canada.  A  new  Lieutenant- 
Governor,  of  much  colonial  experience,  has,  since 
my  departure  from  the  province,  had  an  opportunity 
of  estimating  their  character  and  worth.  In  the 
correspondence  laid  before  Parliament  by  Her  Ma- 
jesty's Secretary  of  State,  it  will  be  seen  that  Sir 
George  Arthur  speaks,  as  I  always  spoke  of  these 
gentlemen,  in  terms  of  the  highest  confidence  and 
respect* 

With  respect  to  Lord  Durham's  report  to  the 
Queen,  that  my  executive  council  ''seem  to  have 
taken  office  almost  on  the  express  condition  of  being 
mere  ciphers,''  I  beg  leave  most  solemnly  to  declare 
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thai  such  a  condition  was  neither  expreaaed  nor 

understood. 

Although  I  mamtained  the  important  oonatitatknsl 
maxim  that  /  and  not  ihey  were  respcmaiUe  to  Her 
Majesty  and  to  Parliament  for  any  mieoonduet  J 
might  pursue^  yet  I  was  too  happy  to  receive  finmi 
them  their  covnsel  and  advice.  The  journals  <tf  the 
Executive  Council  will  show  that  on  all  important 
subjects  I  consulted  them— on  no  serious  qnestioa 
did  I  ever  dissent  from  their  advicci  on  the  oontrary» 
to  upwards  of  2^000  written  opinions  which  I  received 
from  this  council,  I  subscribed  my  initiah  to  M 
excepting  two,  and  on  those  two  they  yielded  to  the 
reasons  I  mildly  sumitted  to  them. 

Besides  officially  convening  them  as  I  have  de* 
scribed,  I  issued  a  standing  order,  which  was  never 
deviated  from,  namely,  that  however  crowded  tbs 
waiting  room  of  Government  House  might  be 
with  people  wishing  one  after  another  to  speak  to 
me,  the  executive  councillors  were  the  moment  they 
entered  to  take  precedence  of  all,  and  that  they  were 
to  have  the  privilege  (which  they  invariably  ex- 
ercised) of  walking  at  once  into  my  presence  at  any 
hour  they  chose. 

I  lived  with  them  in  the  greatest  possible  confidence 
and  harmony,  and  I  left  them  full  of  gratitude  for  the 
n^anly  opposition  with  which  they  invariably  dis- 
puted anV  proposition  of  mine  which  they  considered 
to  be  objectionable. 
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As  far  as  regards  any  censure  which  Lord  Durham 
may  have  gravely  expressed  to  Her  Majesty  concerning 
me,  I  have  no  desire  to  trouble  his  Lordship  on  this  sub- 
ject ;  but  after  the  explanation  which  I  have  afforded 
of  these  respectable  gentlemen,  I  cannot  but  express 
my  sincere  conviction,  that  Lord  Durham  will  never 
rest  satined  in  his  own  mind,  or  will  ever  attempt 
to  address  to  the  House  of  Lords  one  word  on  the 
subject  of  the  Canadas,  until  he  has  publicly  re- 
paired the  error  he  has  unintentionally  committed,  in 
designating  gentlemen  who  have  faithfully  served, 
and  who,  under  difficult  circumstances,  are  still 
fidthfully  serving  their  country,  as  having  been  se- 
lected "/rom  without  the  pale  of  official  eligibility  " 
and  as  having  '*  taken  office  almost  on  the  express 
condition  of  being  mere  ciphers.^' 

3.  As  regards  the  new  House  of  Assembly,  and 
myself.  Lord  Durham,  with  equal  severity,  thus  ex- 
presses himself  to  the  Queen  : — 

"  I  say  this,  without  meaning  to  cast  any  imputation  on 
the  members  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  because,  in  fact, 
the  circumstances  under  which  they  were  elected  were 
such  as  to  render  them  peculiarly  objects  of  suspicion  and 
reproach  to  a  large  number  of  their  countrymen, 

"They  were  accused  of  having  violated  their  pledges  at 
the  election.  It  is  said  that  many  of  them  came  forward, 
and  were  elected,  as  being  really  reformers,  though  opposed 
to  any  such  claims  to  colonial  independence  as  might  in- 
volve a  separation  from  the  mother  country.  There  seems 
to  be  no  doubt  that  in  several  places,  where  the  Tories  suc- 
ceeded,   the  electors   were  merely   desirous,  of    returning 


members  who  would  not  haiard  any  contest  with  England, 
by  the  assertion  of  claims,  which,  from  the  proclamation  of 
the  Lieu  tenant -Governor,  they  belicTi-d  to  be  practicdly 
needless ;  and  who  should  support  Sir  F.  Head  in  ihose 
economical  reforms  which  the  country  desired^  far  moK 
than  political  changes — reforraa,  for  the  sake  of  which 
aloue  political  changes  had  been  sought  In  a  mimber  of 
other  instances,  too,  the  elections  ttjere  carried  by  the  an* 
scTvpulous  exercise  of  the  influence  of  tke  Govenunent,  and 
by  a  display  of  violence  on  the  part  of  the  Tories,  who  wen 
emboldened  by  the  countenance  afforded  to  them  by  tbt 
authorities.  It  was  staled,  but  I  believe  without  any  suffi- 
cient foundation,  that  ike  C  iment  made  grants  of  liaii 
to  persons  who  had  no  title  ^  ...em  in  order  to  secure  their 
votes. 

"  This  report  originated  in  the  fact,  that  patents  for  per- 
sons who  were  entitled  to  grants,  but  had  not  taken  them 
out,  were  sent  down  to  the  polling  places  to  be  ^Ten  to  ibi 
individuals  entitled  to  them,  if  they  wore  disposed  tovoufer 
the  government  candidate. 

"  The  taking  such  measures,  in  order  to  aecure  (bar  &T 
right  of  voting  to  the  electors  in  a  particular  interest,  mut 
be  considered  rather  as  an  act  of  officiai  foKoarititm,  thn 
as  an  electoral  fraud. 

"  But  we  cannot  wonder  that  the  defeated  par^  put  ibt 
very  worst  construction  on  acta  whidi  gave  some  grMad 
for  it  i  and  they  conceived,  in  consequence^  a  strong  icmI 
ment  against  the  means  by  which  they  believed  that  At 
repretentative  of  the  Crown  had  carried  the  eltctiau,  \» 
interference  in  which  in  any  way  was  sUgnoaticed  by 
them  as  a  gross  violation  of  constitutional  privilege  and 
propriety. 

"  It  cannot   be    matter  of  surprise  that  such  fiwts  ud 
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such  impressions  produced  in  the  country  an  exasperation^ 
aild  a  despair  of  good  government,  which  extended  far 
beyond  those  who  had  actually  been  defeated  at  the  poll.** 

As  the  House  of  Assembly  of  Upper  Canada  is  con- 
stitutionally  able,  calmly  and  temperately,  to  speak  for 
itself^  I  will  merely,  as  regards  these  serious  allega- 
tions, declare  that  Lord  Durham,  in  reviving  the  accu- 
sation which  Mr.  Joseph  Hume  and  Dr.  Duncombe 
two  years  ago  made  against  me  to  Lord  Melbourne, 
has  unintentionally  made  to  the  Queen  mis-state- 
ments which  the  evidence  and  documents  printed  by 
order  of  the  House  of  Commons  on  the  3d  May,  1837, 
unanswerably  disprove. 

With  respect  to  the  allegation  affecting  my  own 
character,  namely,  that  ''  the  elections  were  carried 
by  the  unscrupulous  exercise  of  the  influence  of  the 
government,"  I  beg  leave  calmly  but  unequivocally  to 
deny  it ;  and  to  add  that  I  am  ready  to  support  my 
«lenial  by  recorded  proofs,  which  (after  the  same  re- 
volting charge  brought  against  me  by  Mr.  Hume 
and  J)r.  Duncombe  had  been  strictly  investigated) 
Her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies 
referred  to  in  the  following  despatch,  which  has  been 
printed  and  published  in  Upper  Canada. 

*'  Downing-street,  17th  April,  1837. 

*'  Sir, — I  have  received  your  despatch,  dated  the  4th  of 

February  (No.  7).      It  reached  me  on  the  20th  ultimo.     It 

was  not  until  the  7th  instant  that  I  received^  by  a  subse- 

quent  conveyance,  the  Appendix^  comprising  the  evidence 
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taken  before  the  cocumittee  of  the  House  of  GenendAwm 

bly  of  Upper  Canada,  to  wUeh  was  referred  mj  ctmmpom' 

dence  with  you  on  the  subject  of  tho  petition  pwisptoi  to 

the  House  of  Commons  by  Dr.  Dunoombe  in  theFuliaiiieii- 

tary  Session  of  1836. 

''  The  refutation  of  Dr.  Dunoombe^s  charges  is  entiirij 

satisfactory.     It  has  been  in  the  highest  degree  gratiQfnig  to 

me  to  be  able  to  report  to  Hb  Majesty,  that  after  a  nmnAe 

and  vigorous  inquiry,  during  which  etery  fhdfity  was  f^tea 

to  the  petitioner  to  substantiate  his  accysatiop»  jwr  eo» 

duct,  in  reference  to  the  elections^  has  been  prorad  tahaie 

been  governed  by  a  strict  adherence  to  the  prineiples  of  ths 

constitution. 

"  I  have  the  honour  to  be, 

'•  Sir, 

''  Your  most  obedient  serran^ 

(Signed)  ^  GiiBmu. 

''  lieut-Govemor  Sir  Francis  Hcad»  iLCLH.** 

Her  Majesty's  Government  barbg  tUft  proof  flMf- 
ing  thdr  own  signature  of  my  innocence  in  their  pos- 
session, ought,  I  think,  to  have  at  least  admitted  it 
among  the  bulky  documents  which  they  submitted  to 
Parliament  with  Lord  Durham's  allegation. 

Lord  Durham  next  informs  the  Queen  that  the 
Assembly,  instead  of  supporting  the  Governor,  cam* 
peUed  his  obedience  to  itself ^  and  produced  no  change 
in  the  administration  of  affairs,  except  that  of  re-in- 
btaling  the  ''family  compacV^  in  power. 

As  the  reader  will  have  perused,  in  preceding 
pages,  the  gratifying  addresses  with  which,  at  the 
close  of  two  arduous  sessions,  the  speaker  of  the 
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House  of  Assembly  voluntarily  accompanied  the 
vote  for  supplies,  he  will  probably  be  no  less  sur- 
prised  than  I  am,  at  learning  from  Lord  Durham 
that  the  House  had  failed  to  suppoi*t  me. 

It  would  not  be  difficult  to  proceed  with  the  whole 
of  Lord  Durham's  report  on  Upper  Canada  as  I  have 
commenced,  but  as  I  have  no  desire  unnecessarily  to 
hurt  his  Lordship,  and  as  I  have  sufficiently  shown 
its  inaccuracy^  to  vindicate  my  own  character  from  its 
attacks,  I  will  merely  notice,  by  a  few  concluding 
observations,  one  or  two  topics  in  which  I  indivi- 
dually have  neither  interest  nor  concern. 

After  impugning  the  characters  of  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor,  of  the  Executive  Council,  of  the  Legis- 
lative Council,  and  of  the  members  of  the  House  of 
Assembly,  Lord  Durham,  not  satisfied  with  resting 
his  grievances  on  them,  humbly  submits  to  Her  Ma- 
jesty a  new  subject  of  ccmiplaint  which  throughout 
bis  report  is  termed  **  the  family  compact." 
**  Successive  Governors,"  says  his  Lordship,  *'  an 
they  came  in,  in  their  turn  are  said  to  have  eitlier 
submitted  quietly  to  its  influence,  or  after  a  short 
aud  unavailing  struggle  to  have  yielded  to  this  well- 
organised  party  the  real  conduct  of  affairs." 

In  a  monarchical  form  of  government^  like  that  of 
Upper  Canada,  composed  of  a  legislature  of  three 
branches^  one  of  which  contains  the  sturdy  repre- 
sentatives of  the  people,  it  would  be  difficult  to 
comprehend  hoM'  this  fourth  power  could   possibly 
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manage  to  exist,  and  what  could  possibly  be  it»«le- 
tnents,  uuless  the  mystery  had  been  thus  expltuaflli, 
by  his  Lordship : —  * 

"  The  bench,  the  niagiairacy,  the  high  offices  of  the 
episcopal  church,  and  a  great  part  of  the  legal  professica^ 
are  filled  by  the  adherents  of  this  party  :  by  grant  or  pat^ 
chase  they  have  acquired  nearly  the  whole  of  the  natto 


ill-powerful  in  the  chart«rad?. 
[nong  themselves  altnost  ex» 
i  profit.  The  bulk  of  tl% 
t,  of  native-horn  !nhabitanl» 
who  settled  in  It  before  the 
i;  the  principal  members  of 
^land,  and  the  maintenanea 
!iBS  always  been  ooe  of  ilr' 

ird  Durham's  own  Asm 


lands  of  the  province ;  they 
banks,  and,  till  latt 
clusively  all  offices  oi  i 
party  consists,  for  the  iu.„ 
of  the  colony,  or  of  emigr 
last  war  with  the  United  S 
it  belong  to  the  Church  of 
of  the  claims  of  that  Churcl 
distinguishing  characteristics." 

It  appears,  then,  from 
ing,  that  this  "  family  compact,"  which  his  Lort 
ship  deems  it  so  advisable  that  the  Queen  should 
destroy,  is  nothing  more  nor  less  than  that  **  soctil 
fohiic "  which  characterizes  every  civilized  comms- 
nity  in  the  world.  It  is  that  social  fiibric  c»-  rather 
fortress,  within  which  the  British  yetmiaii.  bnnv. 
and  manufacturer  is  enabled  to  repel  Hie  ezto^ 
tionate  demands  of  his  labourers ;  and  to  prtHrve 
from  pillage  and  robbery  the  harvest  of  Us  ladMhy 
after  he  has  reaped  it  I 

"  The  bench,"  "  the  magistrates,"  "  the  cler^," 
"the  law,"  **  the  landed  proprietors,"  "  die  banken," 
"  the  native-bom  inhabitants,"  and  "  the  Bupporteti 
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of  the  Established  Church/'  form  just  as  much  ''  a 
famUy  compact''  in  England  as  they  do  in  Upper 
Canada,  and  just  as  much  in  Germany  as  they  do 
in  Elngland.  If  Lord  Durham  proposes  not  only  to 
make  the  legislature  of  Upper  Canada  responsible  to 
what  he  calls  "  the  people,''  but  to  level  to  the 
ground  our  social  fabric,  why,  I  beg  leave,  without 
offence,  to  ask,  instead  of  dedicating  his  Report 
to  Her  Majesty,  did  not  his  Lordship  on  his  landing, 
at  once  summon  a  National  Convention,  anil  place  it 
in  the  hands  of ''  the  people  1" 

The  *^ family  compact"  of  Upper  Canada  is  com- 
posed of  those  members  of  its  society  who,  either  by 
their  abilities  and  character  have  been  honoui*ed  by 
the  confidence  of  the  executive  government,  or  who, 
by  their  industry  and  intelligence,  have  amassed 
wealth.  The  party,  I  own,  is  comparatively  a  small 
one ;  but  to  put  the  multitude  at  the  top  and  the  few 
at  the  bottom  is  a  radical  reversion  of  the  pyramid  of 
society  which  every  reflecting  man  must  foresee  can 
end  only  by  its  downfall. 

There  is  continually  repeated  in  the  Report  one 
other  observation^  which,  as  Lord  Durham  has 
stated  it,  appears  so  unanswerable,  that  I  will  endea- 
vour to  explain  the  subject,  especially  as  most  tra- 
vellers have  agreed  in  the  conclusions  which  Lord 
Durham  has  arrived  at. 

In  offering  examples  of  ''  the  results  of  long  mis- 
government,"  his  JLtfordship  states  : — 
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-' Hmt*  M  otie  in  particular  wliicU  has  occurred  toevcif^ 
fat  traTi^]ter  in  these  regions,  which  is  »  coniunt 
l^^majef  bput  in  the  states  borJering  upon  our  cokmiei. 
and  a  subject  of  loutl  complaint  within  the  coloniw, — I 
allude.to  the  atriking  contrast  which  is  presented  betwwTi 
fM  Ainnicain  and  the  British  sides  of  the  frontier  line  in 
-  tWpeM'  to  OT*ry  sign  of  productive  indnstry,  increasing 
WMhfay  vaA  progressive  civilization. 

'  t"  By  dlcK^bing  one  side,  and  reversing  the  picnirc.  ibe 
.ftbtr  would  also  be  described.  On  the  American  siile  all 
iliaiOtwityiUld  bustle.  The  forest  has  been  widely  cleared; 
erery  year  numero'is  settlements  arc  formed,  and  thousands 
of  &nns  are  created  out  of  ihc  waste  ;  the  country  is  inter- 
MCted  by  common  roads  -  canals  and  railroads  are  fiai^bcd. 
or  in  the  coufse  of  formation  ;  the  ways  of  conimunicalioti 
■id  tntnsjJort  are  crowded  with  people,  and  enlivened  by 
ribilMrous  cwTJages  and  large  steam-boats.  The  obsem-t 
k  mrpriaed  at  the  number  of  harbours  on  the  lakes,  and 
the  ntimbar  of  vessels  they  contain  ;  while  bridges,  artificbl 
landing-places,  and  commodious  wharfs  are  formed  in  iB 
directions  as  soon  as  required.  Good  houses,  warehoiMt% 
mills,  inns,  villages,  towns,  and  even  great  cities,  ate  almort 
seen  to  spring  up  out  of  the  desert.  Every  village  has  it* 
school-house  and  place  of  public  worship.  Every  towa  ha* 
many  of  both,  with  its  township  buildings,  its  book-ahm*. 
and  probably  one  or  two  banks  and  newspapers ;  aad  Ae 
cities,  with  their  fine  churches,  their  great  tKrtds,  tWi  ex- 
changes, court-houses,  and  municipal  halh,  of  ataw « 
marble,  so  new  and  fresh  as  to  mark  the  recent  enflteBBt 
of  the  forest  where  they  now  stand,  would  be  admired  'm 
any  part  of  the  Old  World.  On  the  British  side  of  the  liM, 
with  the  exception  of  a  few  favoured  spots,  where  tomt 
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approach  to  American  prosperity  is  appat^nt^  all  seems 
waste  and  desolate.  There  is  hut  one  railroad  in  all  British 
America,  and  that,  running  between  the  St.  Lawrence  and 
Lake  Champlain^  is  only  fifteen  miles  long." 

From  the  very  little  I  have  seen  in  twice  passing 
through  the  United  States,  I  should  say  that  the 
above  picture  is  that  which  an  American  rather  than 
an  English  writer  would  be  expected  to  delineate  ; 
but,  admitting  it  to  be  perfectly  correct,  I  submit  to 
the  judgment  of  the  reader  that  the  difference  has 
hitherto  been  attributed  by  travellers  altogether  to  a 
wrong  cause. 

The  rapid  growth  of  a  young  colony  must  almost 
be  witnessed  to  be  believed ;  and  accordingly,  in  the 
United  States,  the  age  of  the  settlement,  and  not  its 
fertility,  is  the  general  criterion  of  its  wealth. 

There  was,  of  course,  a  time  when  the  United 
States  formed  but  a  portion  of  the  dense  forest  of 
America  ;  but,  animated  by  British  blood,  these  co- 
lonies grew  so  rapidly  that,  in  the  year  1776,  they 
had  attained  a  strength  sufficient  not  only  to  take 
leave  of  their  parent  state,  but  successfully  to  con- 
tend with  it. 

However,  while  they  had  attained  this  degree  of 
strength,  the  province  of  Upper  Canada,  which  is 
as  large  as  England  and  Wales,  was  a  cheerless 
wilderness — ^without  a  single  white  inhabitant,  ex- 
cepting a  few  soldiers  in  the  fort  at  Kingston,  and 
about  twenty  French  families  who  had  crossed  over 
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tbe  Detroit  river  to  settle  oii  the  Britit.li  shore;  ihew 
existed,  consequeutly,  then,  a  much  g^eat4^^  contnrt 
betveen  the  United  States  and  Upper  Canada  thu 
ibeie  exists  »ow. 

.  fiu^'  ^^^   >i^  consider  for  a  inomeut  what  u  the 
pcognes  which  Upper  Canada  has  made  : 
-  %n  tlie  year   1784  its  settlement  began. 

1791  its  population    was     10.000 


1809 

60,000 

1812 

70,000 

1822 

126,000 

1828 

240,000 

1837 

396,000 

1839 

450,000 

Total  age,  55  years.  (The  age  of  the  UnHel 
States  being  upirai    s  of  200  years  !) 

In  no  one  of  the  United  States  hiie  a  public  work 
equal  to  the  Welland  Canal  been  carried  through  by 
a  country  so  young  and  so  thinly  inhabited. 

The  same  may  be  said  of  the  St.  Lawrenoe  Camd, 
which,  in  execution  and  grandeur  of  design,  is  per- 
haps superior  to  any  in  the  United  States.  (IVk 
two  works  were  strenuously  opposed  by  the  rtSwrn 
party,  as  the  joumalB  of  the  Legislature  will  riww.) 
Besides  these,  the  Rideau  Canal,  which,  thtwf^ 
constructed  by  the  parent  government,  is  not  i»  tbtf 
account  the  less  useful  to  the  province,  fonuB  ao  artt 
ficial  navigation  of  120  miles,  connecting,  in  ftct, 
tbe  Atlantic  with  Lake  Ontario.    This  cvati  is  m- 
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deniably  the  best  executed  work  on  the  continent  of 
North  America. 

Besides  these  undertakings,  there  have  been  cre- 
ated the  Niagara  Dock,  the  Burlington  Bay  Canal, 
and  Desjardines  Canal ;  also  the  Harbour  of  Coburg, 
Port  Hope,  Oakville,  Port  Credit,  Toronto,  Grand 
River,  Port  Dalhousie,  Port  Stanley,  &c.  Now, 
instead  of  upbraiding  a  healthy  young  British  colony 
merely  on  account  of  its  youth  and  poverty,  if  our 
travellers  would  but  take  the  trouble  to  observe  how 
hard  the  backwoodsman  is  toiling,  and  what  affec- 
timiate  exertions  the  little  community  is  everywhere 
making  to  copy  the  picture  of  its  beloved  mother- 
country,  instead  of  trying  to  poison  its  contentment 
by  unfairly  comparing  it  with  a  portion  of  America 
that  has  attained  the  strength  of  manhood,  they  would, 
I  think,  be  as  much  astonished  as  I  have  been,  were 
they  attentively  to  observe  how  much  has  been  done 
in  80  short  a  time,  and  how,  under  the  blessing  of 
God,  this  land  has  prospered ! 

But,  although  it  is  true  that  the  inhabitants  of 
Upper  Canada  are  poorer  in  purse  than  ''  the  people** 
of  the  United  States,  yet,  if  the  moral  picture  be 
considered,  it  is  beyond  all  description  in  our  favour. 

Assasrination  is  unknown — the  bowie  knife  is 
not  to  be  purchased — ^the  laws  are  respected — ^reli- 
gion  is  revered — public  treaties  are  preserved ;  and 
nothing  can  be  more  true  than  that  even  (borrowing 
Lord  Durham's   words)  if  this   picture  "were  to 
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be  reversed,"  auJ  tlie  Britisli  iustitutioiis  of  Upper. 
Canada  were  to  be  destroyed,  the  gloomy  forests  would 
still  remain  to  be  cleared — the  sweat  of  the  Britiali 
settler  would  still  drop  from  his  brow. 

Although  i#ord  Durham  has  apparently  deemed  it 
beneath  his  notice  to  bring  before  the  consideration 
of  the  Queen  the  unparallelled  sufferings  of  her  Ca- 
nadian subjects,  yet  I  tiniily  believe  th«ta  paragraph, 
on  thill  subject  would  not  by  Her  Majesty  have  been 
deemed  tlie  least  acceptable  portion  of  his  Lordsliip's 
voluminous  report. 

Although  but  little  versed  in  history,  1  finnly  be- 
lieve it  nowhere  contains  a  more  affecting  picture 
than  has  been  ex.lLibited  to  the  civilized  world  for  the 
last  two  years,  by  the  brave  resistance  which  a  small 
British  population  has  been  making  agaiost  the  ua-<  , 
principled  attacks  by  which  the  Americaus,  have  tn*  . 
deavoured  to  farce  upon  them  republican  iiistita- 
tbns.  The  instances  of  ittdividual  courage  thii 
could  be  detailed  are  inoumer^le,  while  <»i  the  odM 
hand  the  conduct  of  the  assulants  has  been  fAxv^ei 
by  cruelty  and  cowardice.  I  must  own,  that  when 
I  daily  think  of  the  number  of  our  soldiers  who  ha*» 
untimely  iailen — of  the  manner  in  whkh  Gcdond. 
Moodie,  Lieut.  Weir,  lieut.  Johnson.  Staff-«u;pKM 
Hume,  have  been  butchered  and  mutilated,  of  tlit 
privations  and  losses  the  people  of  Upper  Cuutda  ban 
patiently  endured  ;  and  when,  on  the  other  huid,  I 
reflect  that,  on   the    last  invasion   at  Sandwiob,  a 
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body  of  American  sympathizers  escaping  into  our 
woods,  remained  there  starving  from  hunger  and  cold 
— not  daring  anjn^here  to  ask  even  shelter  of  those 
whom  they  had  professed  they  had  invaded  to  liberate 
them  from  the  British  Government,  but  wandermg 
through  the  province  until,  worn  out  by  the  punish- 
ment of  their  guilt,  they  perished  in  the  forest  in  such 
numbers  that  nineteen  corpses  were  in  one  spot  found 
frosen  to  death  round  the  white  embers  of  a  fire, — 
I  own  that  whenever  these  two  pictures  come  toge- 
ther before  my  mind,  it  is  filled  with  astonishment  that 
Lord  Durham,  with  this  glaring  evidence  before  hiu), 
could  deliberately  declare  to  our  youthful  Queen  that 
the  people  of  Upper  Canada  are  dissatisfied  with  their 
institutions — ^that  he  could  possibly  find  in  his  heart 
to  submit  a  report  to  Her  Majesty  without  a  single 
word  of  commiseration  of  the  unexampled  sufferings 
which  had  afflicted — without  a  single  word  of  ap- 
probation for  the  gallantry  and  fidelity  which  had 
distinguished — Her  Majesty's  loyal  and  devoted  sub- 
jects in  the  CSanadas,  but  which  on  the  contrary  lauded 
in  well-measured  terms  the  detestable  invaders  of 
their  soil !  But  it  really  seems  to  me  that  Lord  Dur- 
ham has  looked  upon  British  North  America  in  ge- 
nera], and  upon  the  province  of  Upper  Canada  in 
particular,  through  a  glass  darkened. 

It  is  possible  that  the  public  authorities  whom  his 
Lordship  as  Her  Majesty's  High  Commissioner  has 
deemed  it  proper  to  revile  will  feel  it  their  duty  pa- 
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Bidered  that  Parliament  may  be  advised  by  Her  Ma* 
jesty's  Government  to  legislate  upon  tbU  most  mis- 
chievous document,  I  feel  it  niyduty  to  joiu  witlitlie 
rest  of  the  community  in  gravely  considering  what 
opportunities  Lord  Durham  has  had  for  forming  tbc 
■astonishing  opinions  which  are  propounded  in  it. 

"  //  is  said"  that  his  Lordship  came  up  the  St, 
Lawrence  in  a  steam-b  exclusively  appropriated 
to  liimself  and  his  suite  ;-  bat  on  arriving  at  King* 
Bton  he  landed  to  receive  an  eddrese^,  and  then  pro* 
ceeded  by  water  to  Ni  i,  where  he  passed  the 
county-town  without  recei  ig  the  address  that  vu 
framed  for  him,  or  conversir  g  with  its  iuhabitaote; 
—that  at  the  Falls  his  Lordship  reniaineil  about 
four  days,  part  of  which  tine  he  was  unwell,  part 
was  devoted  to  military  review,  and  the  f^ater  |<art 
in  receiving  Americana  and  othetB  who  atteilidtfd  U> 
Lordship's  levees,  balls,  aad  dinners  ;— dot.  Am 
intently  occupied,  he  bad  not  time  to  visit  ^  aoit 
interesting  part  of  the  Welland  C«nal|  vhieb  Ml 
within  six  miles,  although  his  Lordship  bad  <ifisnd 
to  procure  assistance  of  £250,000  from  Her  M** 
jesty's  Government ; — that  in  crossing  to  TmomIo* 
he  touched  at  the  termination  of  the  canal  m  Uh 
Ontario  without  inspecting  the  work ;  that  at  At 
seat  of  government  at  Toronto  he  spent  twontjr-lbar 
hours,  principally  occupied  with  a  levee,  reoeivi^ 
addresses,  and  with  a  state  dinner ; — that  his  Loi^ 
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ship  then  made  the  best  of  his  way  back  to  Montreal ; 
and  that  in  such  exclusive  dignity  did^he  travel  that 
he  wouM  not  allow  even  the  public  mail  to  be  taken 
on  boaitl  at  Cornwall,  by  which  itVas^delayed  a  day. 

If  the  above  reports  be  correctj^it  would  appear 
tiiat  his  Lordship  left  Lower  Canada  only  for  ten 
days,  during  which  time  he  had  to  travel  by  water 
about  1,000  miles. 

By  promising,  **  it  is  said,'*  to  procure  a  grant  of 
£850t000  to  make  the  Welland  Canal  a  prominent 
w<Mrkr-*"that  the  St.  Lawrence  should  be  improved 
to  Montreal,*— that  the  navigation  of  the  Ottawa 
should  be  similarly  assisted,  and  by  his  generous 
expenditure,  his  Lordship  naturally  excited  the  hopes 
of  the  people  that  these  important  undertakings 
would  be  effected. 

As  the  representative  of  their  Sovereign,  Lord  Dur- 
ham had  a  sterling  claim  upon  their  loyalty,  which, 
wherever  he  went,  was  paid  to  him  at  sight ;  and  as 
his  eonduct  and  demeanour  were  always  dignified, 
and  as  he  expressed  himself  with  fluent  and  accept- 
able elocution,  addresses  from  all  quarters  were  poured 
upon  him.  Nevertheless,  authorised  by  the  statements 
made  against  me  in  the  Report  to  the  Queen,  I 
challenge  Lord  Durham  to  lay  before  the  British 
pablie  every  address  he  has  received  from  the  inha- 
bitants of  Upper  Canada,  with  the  fullest  information 
he  can  give  of  the  number  of  signatures,  or  any  other 
explanation  ;  and  if  they  support  his  representations 
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of  discontent,  slander  their  governor,  aiid  their  k^gii-. 
lature,  or  exhibit  that  restless  desire  for  chaagSi 
in  their  constitution  which  hb  Report  evwywliere 
speaks  of«  I  pledge  myself  to  acknowledge  tiuift  J.mh  ig- 
norant of  the  state  of  Upper  Canada,  and  tint  hitliprd- 
ship,  in  five  days*  sailing  throu^  it,  has  beeonne-tidtor 
acquainted  with  the  interests  and  dispontiea  (rf*  ka 
people  than  I  am,  after  having  traversed  it  in 
all  directions,  on  horseback,  and  even  on  foot  after 
having  slept  in  its  forests — mingled  with  its  inhabi- 
tants in  times  of  peace  and  war,  and  after  an  actual 
administration  of  the  government  during  three  sea- 
sions  of  Parliament 

Again,  in  defence  of  the  Executive  Council,  who 
have  served  their  country  with  so  much  fidelity  and 
ability,  I  call  upon  his  Lordship  to  produce  the  able 
document  they  drew  out  for  him  of  the  state  of  the  pro- 
vince, and  if  that  document  (which  I  have  never  seen) 
warrants  the  description  Lord  Durham  has  given  of 
these  gentlemen,  and  if  it  accords  with  the  senti- 
ments contained  in  his  Report,  I  will  willingly  ac- 
knowledge that  I,  instead  of  his  Lordship,  have 
incorrectly  estimated  their  character. 

Lastly,  I  call  upon  Lord  Durham  to  answer 
whether,  in  his  place  in  Parliament,  he  will  venture 
to  declare  that  the  sentiments  contained  in  his  Report 
will  not  be  repudiated  by  every  Lieutenant-Gh>vemor 
in  the  British  North  American  Colonies;  that  they 
will  not  be  repudiated  by  the  whole  of  the  respectable 
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inhabitants  of  Upper  Canada;  and,  on  the  other 
hand,  I  ask  his  Lordship  whether,  before  his  country, 
lie  will  assert  that  from  the  most  intelligent  people  of 
Upper  Canada,  or  from  the  committee  who,  with  his 
Excellency  Sir  George  Arthur,  had  the  honour  of 
waiting  upon  his  Lordship  in  Quebec,  he  ever  received 
that  description  of  the  Canadian  people,  and  that 
admiration  of  the  United  States,  which  are  contained 
in  his  Report  ? 

Although  the  preceding  Governors  and  Lieutenant- 
Governors  of  the  Canadas  have  formed  their  estimate 
of  the  country  and  inhabitants  by  personally  visiting 
them  on  easy  terms;  although  even  his  Grace  the 
Duke  of  Richmond  (whose  noble  memory  in  the 
Canadas  is  deeply  respected)  rode  post  through  the 
province  just  as  our  country  gentlemen  fifty  years  ago 
used  to  ride  through  England ;  yet  I  cannot  but  admit 
that  the  halo  of  glory  which  everywhere  accompanied 
his  Lordship,  the  *'  champ  de-drap  d'or"  on  which 
wherever  he  landed  he  was  seen  to  tread,  produced 
in  the  Canadas  a  very  favourable  effect.  Mankind 
ue  always  led  by  outward  appearance,  and  I  therefore 
will  not  deny  that  as  my  Lord  Durham,  surrounded 
by  a  brilliant  staff,  and  unprejudiced  by  the  conversa- 
tion  of  a  single  Canadian,  ascended  the  great  St. 
Lawrence,  and,  traversing  the  noble  Lake  Ontario, 
which  is  forty  miles  broad,  proceeded  to  Niagara,  the 
fine  hotel  of  which  had  been  previously  cleansed  of 
every  visitor,   his  Lordship's  career  resembled  the 


476 

course  of  a  heavenly  meteor ;  but  aidiiiitting  all  tiii% 
admitting  fthe  weight  and  ooosideratioii  it  rexj  ym^ 
perly  obtained  for  his  Lordship^  yet  te  not  only  tke 
welfare  and  the  very  existence  of  our  NOTtfa,Aiiieri» 
can  Colonies,  but  of  our  interests  at  home,  hang-  upoD 
the  importance  due'to  Lord  Duiliam*8  Reporti:  I  b^ 
leave  to  say,  that,  in  my  humble  opimoDt  imdttr  auek 
circumstances  his  Lordship  had  not  as  mueh  means 
of  writing' the  history  of  the  American  and  Canadian 
territories  between  which  he  sailed,  as  poor,  blind 
Lieutenant  Holman,  R.N.,  would  have  possessed,  had 
he  socially  travelled  the  same  distance  by  public  con- 
veyances. 

It  therefore  becomes  necessary'^for  the  country 
soberly  to  inquire  from  what  sources  hb  Lordship's 
information  has  been  derived  ?  In  the  report  itself 
this  important  fact  stands  shrouded  in  mystery ;  for 
instead  of  resting  his  opinion,  verbal  or  written,  upon 
any  recognised  authorities,  almost  every  assertion 
is  impersonally  expressed  by  the  words  ''  it  is  saidt* 
or  **  it  seems/'  or  "  it  appears.''  But  I  trust  Lord 
Durham  will  eagerly  divulge  to  Parliament  by  wh<»n 
"  it  is  said,"  to  whom  "  it  seems,"  and  to  whom  **  it 
appears." 

It  was  naturally  to  be  expected  that  this  important 
fact,  on  which  the  whole  validity  of  the  Report  de- 
pends, would  have  been  comprehensively  contained 
in  the  Appendix,  but,  on  referring  to  that  document, 
it  undeniably  appears  that  his  Lordship  has  most 
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truly  fulfilled  the  promise  made  on  his  lauding, 
namely, "  that  he  would  tnake  disclosures  which  wotdd 
astonish  both  the  Parliament  and  the  country  ;"  for 
certainly  nothing  can  be  more  astonishing  to  any 
man  than,  on  opening  an  Appendix  to  a  Report  which 
io  impersonal  terms  asperses  the  character  of  the 
JLiegisJature  as  well  as  the  public  servants  of  Upper 
Canada, .  and  which  recommends  organic  changes 
that  may  shake  the  foundation  of  the  British  em- 
pire, to  find  that,  excepting  five  pages  containing  the 
experienced  opinions  of  Mr.  Charles  Buller  and  Mr. 
R.  D.  Horner,  on  the  subject  of  emigration  and 
crown  lands^  and  excepting  copies  of  thiiiy-five  ad- 
dresses and  letters,  which  his  Lordship  received, 
this  Appendix,  submitted  by  his  Lordship  to  the 
Queen^  and  by  order  of  Her  Majesty  transmitted  to 
both  Houses  of  Parliament,  contains  nothing  at  all 
but  the  following  subjects : — 

State  of  the  Hotpitals,  Prisons,  Charitable  Institutions,  ^c. 

in  Lower  Canada. 

Report  from  commissioners  for  the  relief  of  insane  and 
invalid  persons  and  foimdiings  in  the  district  of  Quebec. 

HopiTAL  General  de  Quebec,  18  Juillet,  1838. 
Reponses  de  la  Superieurede  THdpital  General  de  Quebec 
ftux  questions  que  Louis  Massue^  ecuyer^  commissaire  pour 
le  soulagement  des  invalides  et  insenses^  lui  a  fait  Thonneur 
de  lui  adresser. 

Hotel  Dieu  de  Quebec,  10  Juillet,  1838. 
Le  nombre  des  enfans  requs  k  T  Hotel  Dieu  de  Quebec 
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<tepuis  le  I  Janner,  1824.  jnsqp'au  10  Juillet,  1838,  inclu- 
sive men  t. 

Observations  by  Sir  John  Doratt,  m.d.,  on  the  custody  of 
ihe  insane,  and  ihe  expediency  ofa  public  lunatic  asylum. 

Proposed  alterations  in  the  quarantine  rules,  by  Sir  John 
Doratt,  u.D. 

Remarks  on  the  quarantine  station,  (irosse  tale,  from  its 
pstHblishment  in  1832,  by  Sir  John  Doratt,  m.d. 

Letter  from  the  Rev,  H.  Sewell  to  Sir  John  Doratt,  on 
the  state  of  the  gaol  of  the  city  of  Quebec. 

Report  of  the  Quebec  gaol  association,  August,  1838. 

Report  from  Dr.  Morrin  and  Mr.  Douglas,  on  Ihe  present 
state  of  medical  education  of  Lower  Canada. 

Suggestions  for  the  establishment  of  a  medical  school  at 
Quebec,  by  Sir  John  Doratt,  m.d. 

Rules  and  regulations  for  the  hospital  connected  with  the 
ftchool  of  medicine. 

Abstract  op  Payments  to  Convents,  1838. 

Abstract  relative  to  the  payments  made  by  the  legisla- 
ture  of  the  province  of  Lower  Canada,  to  the  several  con- 
vents established  in  Quebec,  Trois  Rivieres,  and  MontreaL 

Report  from  L'Hotbl  Died  de  Quebec.  A  Monsieur 
John  Doratt,  H.D..inspecteur-genera1,  &c&c. 

Report  from  Quebec  general  hospital,  July  5,  1838. 

Etat  dei)  Enfans  Trouvks  qui  ont  6t&  aux  soins  des  soeurs 
g^rises,  de   I'hdpital   general  de  Montreal,   pendant   )e 
periode  du  10  Octobre,  1836,  au  10  Octobre,  1837. 
I.  Etat  des  enfans  qui  etoient  requs  avant  le  10  Octobre, 

1836,  et  qui  ont  continue  a  fitre  en  nourrice. 

(Here  follow  Jive  folio  pagee,  contaimng  a  litt  oftkete 

little  babiei. 
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In  ikis  e»traardinary  document  it  is  reported  to  th(? 

Queen  thai  none  of  these  babies  hm>e  surnames^  but  their 

Christian  names  are  all  inserted,  as  well  as  the  precise 

dates  at  which  they  were  received  by  "  les  sceurs  grises^* 

the  periods  they  remained  with  them,  and  the  day  of  their 

deaths.     Thus  it  appears  that  Francois  lived  two  days  ; 

Jeanne  eight  days ;    Marie  Philomene  Jive  days ;  Louis 

five  days;  Comeille  eight  days;  Leandre  six  days ;  Ed- 

ouardfour  days ;  Maximin  only  one  day  ;  and  so  on  for 

two  hundred  and  fifty-six  little  babies  /) 

Etat  (les  insenses  qui  ont  ete  aux  soins  des  socurs  grises^ 
de  rhdpital  general  de  Montreal,  pendant  le  periode  du  10 
Octobre,  1836  au  10  Octobre,  1837. 

Memorandum  by  Sir  John  Doratt,  m.d.,  of  the  expenses 
incurred  by  the  legislature  of  Lower  Canada,  for  the  insane, 
invalid  poor,  &c.,  through  the  convents  at  Quebec  and 
Montreal. 

Memorandum  by  Sir  John  Doratt  of  the  expenses  in- 
curred by  the  legislature  of  Lower  Canada  for  the  main- 
tenance and  education  of  poor,  and  purposes  of  literature. 

When  the  "  disclosures "  contained  in  this  Ap- 
pendix shall  have  ceased  ''  to  astonish  the  Parliament 
and  he  country/'  will  not  the  public  humbly  persist 
in  requiring  Lord  Durham  to  produce  respectable 
evidence  in  support  of  his  allegations  ?  Deservedly 
respected  as  Lord  Durham  is,  will  the  British  Par- 
liament be  satisfied  with  his  Lordship's  declarations 
that  "  it  is  said,"  that  "  it  seems,"  and  that  ''  it 
appears/'  that  British  institutions  must  be  changed ; 
and  in  lieu  of  all  other  explanation  will  they  be  satis- 


480 

fu'ii  "'ltd  a  detnilefl  history,  however  interestiag, 
the  gJiols,  lunatic  asylums,  taurs  gri»et  and  enfMk 
trourSs  of  Quebec  ? 

Lord  Durham's  best  friends  cannot  deny  th«t  ft' 
justice  to  his  unsullied  personal  reputation  his  Lottf 
ship  is  lM>und  positively  to  prove  the  truth  of  hisalllf 
gatioiis,  lest  his  Lordship  may  ere  long  negittivelg  ij 
required  to  disprove  t  nour  contaiued  io  the  falk 

lowing  letter  which  \ib        «n  addressed  to  me  by* 


dy  honourable  public 
ble  W.  H.  Draper,  Hit 
for  the  province  of  Upper 

though  declared  by  Lwd 
pale  of  official  eligibility,' 
{larture  from  the  C«n«fat 

regret. 


vei-y  able,  discreet,  and 
vant,  namely,  tlie 
Majesty's  Solicitor-C 
Canada,  wiio  it  will  ap 
Durham  to  he  *'  witlio 
witnessed  his  Lordship's 
with  feelings  of  unqualiti 

J 

(COPY.) 

Toronto,  l6{/t  OctoLer,  l!S33. 
Mr  DEAB  Sir  Fbaafcis, 

I  kaoweo  well  Uie  deep  interest  yqvi  feeliMV 
that  affects  the  province,  that  I  do  not  apgJo^K^ 
again  intruding  my  correspondence uponyw.;..,  ,  ^ 
NotwidiBtandiug  that  I  felt  no  coa&denoe  jpuM^ 
scheme  likely  to  be  propounded  by  Lord  Jimk0 
for  the  settlement  of  our  di&sulties,  I  4o  iMik  mt 
cereiy  deplore  his  sudden  departure.  Hjs  vkiMp 
Upper  Canada,  and  the  cordial  aasuimnee  k  aat 
with  of  support  in  auy  scheme  calculfrted  to  mIp 
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die  ^Oiuiexion  of  thi^  pFovinoe  with .  Great  Britain 
fmpdtual,  tc^ether  with  the  manly  and^  excellent 
teurse  pnitoued  by  the  ccmstitutionalistfi  of  the  Lower 
Phnriiiee,  ha^  opened  his  eyes ;  and  he  frankly  con- 
fesses himself  a  changed  man  in  many  important  re- 
spects. Among  other  changes  he  has  given  i^p  the 
idea  of  abolishing  the  legislative  councils.  He  ap- 
pears also  convinced  who  are  to  be  relied  upon  in  the 
province ;  and  sees  clearly,  and  openly  avows,  that 
the  government  of  these  provinces  has  been  directed 
by  die  Colonial  OfBce  in  ignorance  of  the  true  state 
of  affairs.  In  truths  he  has  been  converted  as  regards 
die  Canadas,  at  least  to  the  true  and  conservative 
fitith ;  and'  therefol-e  I  regret  his  departure,  though 
I  diink.he  has  done  right. 

1  have  not  the  same  regret  at  the  loss  of  his  secre- 
taty,  Mr.  Buller,  for  I  do  not  entertain  any  favour- 
able expectation  from  him.  He  states  (as  I  hear)  his 
opinion  that  nine-tenths  of  the  people  of  Upper  Canada 
We  disloyal.  The  mode  in  which  he  has  acquired 
the  information  upon  which  this  opinion  is  based  is 
somewhat  unique.  He  was  taken  ill  during  Lord 
Durham's  visit  to  the  falls,  and  was  left  behind  at 
Niagara.  While  so  detained  he  sent  his  servant  out 
to  converse  with  everybody  he  could  meet,  and  from 
hia  report  he  has  formed  his  judgment.  This  state- 
ment as  to  the  mode  of  ascertaining  the  opinions  of 
the  people  Mr.  Buller  has  himself  made  to  several, 
individuals,  one  of  whom  repeated  it  to  me,  as  coming 
direct  from  Mr.  Buller. 

2  I 


1  Ta'yam  mydearSir^ilte  provume  w^vmtfpmm 
the  proof  of  her  jnneereattwhnieql.  tocher  Swrnnip 
and  toher  constitution.  Penewre  tiU  ym:gm:tlw 
grest  goodfor  us»  and  I  wilLsaliQly  poopb^  tfcifcM 
Upper.  Canada —  ,.  •  s.  = 

'f  Semper  hanos  nomAijM  <if  tMi»  fafrfgjyua  mttn^mii^^' 

m 

Believe  me. 

My  dear  Sir  Franda, 
Very  faithfully. 
Your  ohiefieni  tenraait. 


*  ..• 


I ' ' 


Of  course  I  only  give  this  letter  as  I  inmmi 
it ;  but,  as  the  sentiments  contained  in  ImA  2>arikaln*s 
report  must  soon  be  gravefy  diseussed,  I  feel  il  ri^rt^ 
in  conclusion,  to  explain  upon  what  ground  nj-omi 
opinions,  which  differ  so  widely  from  hia  LofdsUp'i^ 
have  been  formed. 

On  my  arrival  at  Toronto  I  considered  that  the 
object  of  the  greatest  importance  was  to  make  mysdf 
as  accurately  acquainted  as  possible  with  the  real 
feelings  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  country. 

To  attain  this  information,  I  accordingly,  fiur  the 
first  year,  publicly  received  any  person,  of  any  pcditicik 
from  any  part  of  the  province,  from  eleven  o'clock  till 
three,  for  six  days  in  the  week :  after  the  first  yesr, 
and  until  the  time  of  the  insurrection,  I  limited  thk 
most  toilsome  duty  to  three  days  a*week. 

Being  desirous  that  people  should  4fee  I  belonged 
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to  no  pwty,  I  never,  from  the  day  I  entered  Toronto 
littkUthe  receipt  of  my  resignation,  ^er  entered  any 
pMionlB  bouse-— I  never  associated  with  any  person ; 
scarcely  0ver  rode  with  anybody — never  with  a  servant; 
but,  when  my  horse  was  brought  to  my  door  at  three 
Q^dioek,  -  if  business  did  not  detain  me,  I  used  to  ride 
by  myself  (whatever  was  the  weather)  for  twelve 
or  fourteen  miles. 

•  In  these  moments  I  occasionally  visited  some  of  the 
log-huts ;  and,  whenever  I  could,  with  propriety,  avail 
myself  of  an  opportunity,  my  disposition  led  me  to 
converse  with  those  who  were  variously  occupied  at 
tbeir  work. 

Besides  this,  I  was  in  the  habit  of  receiving  petitions 
in  writing  from  all  parts  of  the  province,  on  all  public 
subjects. 

Putting  all  I  have  seen  together^  I  readily  admit 
^hat  all  the  complaints  described  in  Lord  Durham's 
Report  actually  exist ;  but  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  add, 
that  tkey  4»re  the  amplaints  of  the  smaU  mnority  with 
w^om  I  had  to  contend.  My  despatches  will  strongly 
corroborate  Lord  Durham's  report  that  there  is  a  desire 
ki  Upper  Canada  to  make  the  LAeutenant-Governor, 
EMcotive  and  Legislative  G}uncils,  ''  responsible  to 
Ae  |M0pfe"— that "  the  family  compact"  is  complained 
<^f— that  American  institutions  we  admired  ;  and  I 
do  not  presume  to  deny  his  Lordship's  assertion, 
^  that  all  the  discontented  parties,  and  especially  the 
RefcNrmers  of  Upper  Canada,   looked  with,  consi- 

2  I  2 
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derable  confidence  16  higXordaliip'i  miawwi,^"  Iral 
I:«wi  dBel»re  to  the  oounky^thak.  Li^d  liurlwK  ,ii 
wDjMig  ia  attributing  theie  ^entivitiiti  «f  diacMtnl 
p>  the  au^oriiy ;  and.  though.  Ui  Lordsliip  lias  r^ 
yipitedtoitfaeQueenhtsopinkpiof  the  "  Proceediagt 
of.^Frtmeif  Head,"  "  Faihv  of  Retvit  a'mti 
Mt'bp  Sv  F.  Head,"  "  Real  Remit  of  Sir  Frandii 
Hea^t  PoRey,"  and  of  the  conaequent  "  Exasp^ 
BATION  or  THS  Fbopli,"  it  u  m^  humble  opiaiDa, 
dlAi  if  liU  Ijordehip  were  to  daxtt  me  to  ride  witb 
Um  .through  the  Britieh  N<»1^  American  pOMriDoaiL 
I  should  very  soon  have  to  repeat — 

"  But  ere  we  could  artin  the  point  propyd, 
C^ux  tned,  He^  mt,  Ca$tpu,»r  S tiak I'  ^ 


-    It  noir  only  remuna  toe  me  to  eey.  fha^  !■  np^ 

to  the  letter  dated  I8th  September,  18S8,  pag»419, 
which  I  had  addressed  to  Ijord  Melbourne,  his  Lmi- 
ehip,  in  a  note  marked  "  private,"  declined  to  se- 
cede to  the  three  requests  I  had  made. 

.  As  her  Majesty's  Government  thus. denied  me* 
privfite  investigation,  which  I  had  hoped  .would  hm 
led  to  a  more  public  discussion,  at  the  exgintita 
of  three  months  I  deemed  it  proper  jespoctfiUJ^  to 
address  to  Lord  Melbourne  twO  other  letters  (wluiJW 
with  hie  Lordehip'a  answers,  have  appeared  in  the 
newspapers).    In  the  first  of  these  I  requested  his 
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IxNrdshjp^B  perimssion  to  explain  and  vindicate  my 
ofrn  conduct,  by  publishing  my  despatches.  In  the  se- 
cond I. stated,  **  I  beg  leave  very  respectfully  to  in^ 
form  your  Lordship,  that,  as  her  Majesty's  Govern- 
Bient  will  not  sanction  any  of  my.  requests,  I  Ishall 
feel  myself  precluded  from  publishing  my  despatches, 
or  from  furnishing  any  one  with  the  numbers  or  dates 
of  those  I  am  desirous  to  produce/' 

Having  determined  on  this  course,  I ,  faithfully 
pursued  it,  and  I  had  actually  come  to  London^  on 
purpose  to  inform  her  Majesty's  Government,  (and  I 
had  made  the  same  statement  to  two  or  three  mem- 
bers of  each  branch  of  the  Legislature,)  namely,  '^  that, 
if  any  member  of  either  House  should  ask  for  my 
despatches  in  my  name,  the  Government  were  autho- 
rised by  me  unequivocally  to  contradict  the  assert 
Ijbft,*'  when,  on  opening  Lord  Durham's  Report,  I 
found  that,  although  I  had  thus  obeyed  the  decision 
of  my  late  employers  almost  at  the  expense  of  my 
chamet^ — and  although  I  had,  on  a  very  important 
subject,  actually  been  employing  myself  in  writ- 
ing in  their  support — her  Majesty's  Government, 
without  consideration  for  my  feelings,  had  recom- 
mended the  Queen  to  transmit,  by  her  Majesty's 
eomm&nd,  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  a  Report 
containing  allegations  against  my  conduct  and  cha- 
racter of  a  most  invidious  description ;  and,  notwith- 
standing her  Majesty's  Government  knew  perfectly 
well  that,  having  bound  me  hand  and  foot  to  silence. 


«8 

1  was  defenoelesa,  they  Mtaally  aodomjNUiied  Lmi 
Durham's  Report  with  their  own  voliime;  iwHshiiiig 
400  elosdy  printed  folio  pages,  in  whieh  mli^singls 
line  of  e?en  those  printed  documenta  inl  liMir  po»» 
session,  which  they  knew  woiiUi  vindicate  myichaiae- 
ter,  was  admitted ;  and  it  further  a|ipeaied,*frqni  ths 
newspupers,  that,  when  LcNrd -Duriiam -s  nUqpitioiil 
against  me  were  officially  presented^  timnrnm-^MMk^ 
among  her  Majesty's  IMBnisters,  oiie  iadiridul  jrhs^ 
in  either  House  of  Py liament,  atood '  up  to  «t|sff :« 
single  word  in  my  defence.  <•:  ••  ■*■  ,r>i" 

When  these  facts  came  auddeidy  xnfM^wam^^I 
very  strongly  felt  that  my  allegiance  1o  the  Mmi^ 
was  dissolved ;  and,  on  the  spur  of  the  moiamA^^il^ 
dressed  and  puUished  a  note  to  Lord  BfalbaBmi^ 
informing  his  Lordship  that  I  had  detemmwditD 
▼indicate  myself. 

A  few  hours'  reflection,  however,  induced  me  to 
reconsider  the  subject;  and,  thougli  I  had  deter- 
mined, officially^  to  write  no  more,  I  was  actually, 
through  a  mutual  frieud,  endeavouring  to  obtain  the 
Government's  permission,  when  I  observed,  not  only 
that  such  parts  of  my  correspondence  as  were  neces- 
sary for  my  vindication  had  been  asked  for  by  the 
Duke  of  Wellington,  granted  by  Lord  Melbourne, 
and  ordered  to  be  printed,  but  that  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies^  under  whom  I  had  served,  as 

*  "Donnerund  blitzen,"  sMd  Hatteraik,  sprinsin^c  upandgr^ 
pling  with  hini»  "  you  wili  have  it  then  ?'*— Guy  Mannermg. 
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w^  as  another  ooble  lord  who  had  held  the  same 
lugh  office,  had  very  liberally  concurred  in  opinion,  that 
the  publication  of  a  portion  of  my  despatches  was 
necessary  for  my  defence. 

Casting  all  private  feeling  aside,  I  can  conscien- 
tiously declare  that,  on  public  grounds  alone,  I  have 
long  felt  it  would  be  desirable  that  my  despatches 
abould  be  allowed  at  least  to  neutralize  certain  opi- 
nions respecting  the  British  North  American  colo- 
nies, to  which  general  publicity  has  been  given ; 
but,  deeply  sensible  of  the  high  confidence  that  had 
been  repocted  in  me,  without  uttering  to  the  public  a 
siiigle  word  of  complaint,  I  saw  the  supporters  of 
my  administration,   one  after  another,  degraded — 
those  who  insulted   me   rewarded  !     Unsupported, 
onvindicated,    I   was    spoken    lightly  of   by  those 
I  was  serving — even  my  gait  in  writing  was,  as  it 
proceeded,  publicly  pointed  at  by  •  the  Gbvernm"tent ; 
nevertheless,  /  submitted  in  silence  to  all;  and  I  can 
truly  say  that,  if  my  Lord  Durham's  Report  had 
Bierely  been  published  in  the  newspapers,  I  should 
have  taken  no  more  notice  of  it  there  than  of  the^ephe- 
meral  observations  which  I  have  long  been  accustonded' 
to  endure.  But,  uninfluenced,  I  hope,  by  temper,  my 
judgment   most    explicitly  tells  me   that  no  loyal 
subject  ought  to  allow  a  Report  to  the  Sovereign 
to  be  submitted  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  by 
order  of  a  Government  who  have  not  only  insisted 
on  his  silence,   but  who  have  also  suppressed  hiH 
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evidence  without  riftiiig  befinre  the  eountrf  to  yindk 
cate  hm^e^:  for,  whatever  may  be  a  man'a  ^lilo- 
aophy  or  forbearance,  he  ought  to  be  aahamed 
to  say  that  "he  does  not  eare*\£or  oenafiini  Jnom 
rach  a  quarter*  conveyed  in  ao  fanpoaing  ^  Ibmu 
,  On  the  common-admitted  princi[de.  of  adMefinice^ 
I  have,  therefore*  published  lesa  ibaii  wMpsizth  Qieiiig 
an  that  I  consider  at  all  impprtant  to  llie.>public)  of 
the  despatches  which  wen.  originally  caQf4;fiMr  bjT  the 
Duke  of  Wellington ;  and».  haying..doqe  b(s.  6r  fym 
pleading  that  I  have  yielded  to  mtxk^  tj^/efn^JL 
calmly  maintain  that  (mthmit  efj^n  rc^kotn^gtAa 
sanction  of  the  order  of  the  Ilouse.gf  I^oqA^^  4lMt|<^ 
despatches  requisite  for  my  defence  «hodld)|0ClSntad): 
I  am  perfectly  justified  in  what  I  have  4pai^[ 

The  reader  is  now  aware  of  the  serioua  dJAmiMM 
that  have  existed  between  her  Majesty's  Govemasal 
and  myself;  and,  without  the  slightest  feeling  of  per^ 
sonal  animosity,  I  commit  the  subject  of  our  dispute 
to  the  public*  earnestly  hoping  that  it  may  be  con- 
sidered only  so  far  as  it  regards  the  happiness*  pim? 
perity*  and  protection  of  the  Britbh  North  Ameri* 
can  colonies. 


SUPPLEMENTAL    CHAPTER 

TO  THE 

THIRD   EDITION. 


VLw  H ijesty*s  Ministera,  after  my  retirement,  persevere  in  the  atme 
flUal  system — Extraordinary  Despatch  from  the  Colonial  Office  to 
hit  Szoellency  Sir  Georce  Arthur — Observations  against  the  pro- 
posal, by  her  M ajest]r*s  Ministers,  of  the  Union  of  the  Canadas — 
knteiittCioln  to  the  Bishop  of  Exeter  respecting  the  Clergy  Reserves 

-  — ^A  few  Remarks  on  a  Volume  (containing  524  folio  pages)  of  mv 
Disspatehes  lately  laid  by  her  Majesty's  Government  before  both 
Houses  of  Parliament — Concluding  Observations. 

TsB  preeedine  chapters  have,  I  believe,  unveiled  to  the 
piiUic  the  real  difficulties  which  drove  Sir  John  Colborne, 
m  Archibald  Campbell,  and  myself  from  the  administration 
of  the  colonial  Governments  to  which  by  our  sovereign  we 
had  respectively  been  appointed. 

FoiC  tne  sake  of  history,  rather  than  from  any  desire  either 
to  gratifjf  or  irritate  the  political  passions  of  the  day,  I  feel 
it  a  pamfiil  duty,  in  the  third  edition  of  this  volume,  to 
place  on  record  a  few  facts  and  documents  which,  I  regret  to 
aay>  too  clearly  prove  that,  since  my  retirement,  her  Ma- 
jesty's Ministers  (who  have  never  for  a  moment  entertained 
any  personal  animosity  against  me)  have  steadily  pursued 
towards  the  Canadas  the  same  fatal  system — ^that  they 
have  evinced  the  same  unalterable  determination  to  weaken 
the  influence  of  the  Crown,  to  strengthen  the  democratic 
power — in  short,  to  subvert  (regardless  of  the  opinions  and 
entreaties  of  almost  every  respectable  inhabitant  of  our 
colonies)  British  institutions  on  the  continent  of  North 
America. 
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After  the  electors  of  Upper  Canada  had  eonstitiitioiiallf 
repudiated  from  their  conndenee  Mr.  Speaker  KdwcU  and 
the  republican  majority  by  whom  he  had  been  suppoftod, 
one  of  the  first  subjects  to  which  the  new  loyal  HboaB  c( 
Assembly  steadily  directed  its  attention  was  a  despatch 
from  the  Colonial  Office  respecting  the  regulation  of  the 
public  lands;  and  accordingly,  after  patient  deHberatioo, 
they  brought  forward  a  bill»  in  which  the  Commons*  House, 
entirely  of  its  own  accord,  deemed  it  advisable  to  invest 
in  the  representative  of  their  sovereign  that  amoimt  of 
honourable  confidence  which  digiufies  the  cfaafacter  of 
monarchical  institutions,  and  which  inost  particulaiElj  bdli- 
tates  colonial  government. 

Considering  the  severe  moral  oonfliet  in  wUeh,  aoaap 
ported  by  her  Majesty's  Govenment,  I  luul  becob  ind  m 
which  I  was  still  engaged,  nothing  oould  be  of  moto  vital 
importance  to  the  Crown  than  this  unanswerablB  praoC 
to  the  mother-country,  of  the  attachment  of  the 
people  to  British  institutions,  and  of  their  sensiUe  Npog* 
nance  to  that  levelling  insatiable  desire  of  the  idjdoiag 
Republic  always  to  he  restlessly  transferring;  from  fhe 
executive  branch  of  their  legislature  to. an  uncoveniabls. 
mob,  the  patronage  which,  in  monarchical  institutiottb  is 
confidently  reposea  in  the  Crown. 

The  bill,  by  a  triumphant  majority,  passed  through  the 
House  of  Assembly,  as  also  through  the  Upper  House  of 
the  Legislature,  and  then  having  been,  by  the  advice  of  my 
Executive  Council,  referred  by  me  to  the  opinion  of  the 
Crown  officers,  and  (their  concurrence  having  been  obtained) 
to  the  Secretary  of  State,  to  receive  the  Royal  assent,  her 
Majesty's  Ministers  had  bt^fore  them  an  opportunity  of  ad- 
vising the  Crown  to  confirm,  in  terms  of  approbation  and 
encouragement,  the  victory  which  had  thus  constitutionally 
been  gained  on  the  continent  of  America  over  the  advo- 
cates of  democracy. 

Their  immense  influence,  however,  as  usual,  they  cruellf 
threw  into  the  wron^  scale ;  and,  as  if  determined  to  resbt 
everything  that  could  restore  vigour  to  the  exhausted  inflnener 
of  the  Crown,  and  as  if  determined  to  seize  upon  every  op- 
portunity of  strengthening  their  own  power  by  courting 
ephemeral  popularity  with  the  mob,  they  replied  to  my  com- 
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munieation  by  the  following  sickening  despatch  to  Sir 
George  Arthur,  which,  having  been  laid  by  his  Excellency 
before  the  Provisional  Legislature,  has  been  just  printed^by 
order  of  the  House  of  Assembly. 

Copy— No.  36. 

Downing  street^  Sth  Mcurch,  1838. 

Sift, 

As  the  bill  passed  by  the  Legislative  Council  and  Assem- 
bly of  the  province  of  Up(>er  Canada,  in  the  session  of  1837, 
entitled  **  An  Act  to  provide  for  the  disposal  of  the  public  lands 
in  this  Province,  and  for  other  purposes  therein  mentioned,"  and 
reserved  by  the  Lieutenant-Governor  for  the  signification  of  her 
Majesty^s  pleasure,  could  not  by  law  receive  the  Royal  assent 
until  it  should  have  laid  for  thirty  days  on  the  table  of  both  Houses 
of  Parliament,  it  was  impossible  for  me  to  communicate  the  deci- 
aioD  of  her  Majesty  upon  that  bill  during  the  last  year. 

The  transcripts  of  the  bill  having  been  laid  before  both  Houses 
eariy  in  the  present  session,  and  the  period  fixed  by  law  having 
exphed  within  which  the  confirmation  of  the  bill  might  have 
been  arrested  by  an  Address  from  either  Housp.  her  Majesty  has 
been  graciously  pleased,  by  an  order  in  Council,  finally  to  enact 
and  eonfinn  this  bill. 

It  is,  however,  necessary  to  state  that  the  bill  is  not  exempt 
firom  some  objections,  to  which  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  draw  your 
attention.  The  Royal  assent  to  it  has  been  given  because  the 
main  scope  and  tenor  of  the  law  is  in  accordance  with  those  prin- 
ciplea,  oo  thesubject  of  the  ftettlement  of  waste  lands,  which  have 
been  maintained  by  her  Majesty's  Government  since  the  year 
1831,  and  because,  the  law  having  been  passed  for  oidy  two  years, 
the  oijeciioncJde  clauses  may  be  readily  omitted  when  the  Act 
shall  be  renewed,  and  by  due  caution  in  the  mean  time  vrill  not 
be  productive  of  any  seriouH  injury. 

The  enactments  to  which  I  refer  are,  1st,  that  which  authorises 
the  Lieutenanl-Govemor  to  direct  reservations  of  land  adjacent 
to  lands  about  to  be  sold,  in  order  that  such  reserves  may  be 
freely  granted  to  the  purchaser  on  proof  of  his  residence  for  five 
yews,  and  of  his  having  effected  certain  improvements ;  and, 
Sodly,  that  which  enables  the  Ldeutenant-Govemor  in  Council 
to  make  private  sales  to  any  person  to  whom  a  special  injury 
would  be  done  by  the  public  sale  of  any  particular  piece  of  land. 
Bach  a/the  provisions  is  liable  to  the  same  general  abuse.  Each 
of  them  will  invest  the  Executive  Gov€m?nent  with  the  power  of 
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dedUngwUh  ilus  baH  of  ihk  jfiMe  froip^^ 

to  groiify  indmauaht  onA  conperi  mio  a  mmroBi.wf.ftw^m  ,mm 

adndnikration  wMA  should  be  eombuied.  vpoii^.  ihB  mM  fiigd 

prindpks  cfopen  and  imparti<U  dealma — Hpon  rukt^M^^gnftqf 

fwrduuer  can  ascertain,  and  in  wUdk  all  tkaU  have  an  efiat 

mterest. 

Reposing  full  confidence  m  theduerMon  and  eqitOfeftke 
local  (Boveniment,  I  am  uet  unable  to  perceive  am/  eejltrnd 
reaton^  why  the  lau)  should  refer  to  their  arhUremewi  ametltiam 
widch  might  safely  be  decided  by  general  astd  iw/f— ife  nf»* 
IqJ&ms.  Fotf,  /  asn  conoinced^  unil  be  happy  to  be.  relieeei 
from  this  invidious  duty^  and  to  be  placed  bejfond  tke  \ttequek  ^ 
any  possible  reproach  of  having  en^ployed  it  wsmsebfr  cr  «pm 
imdue  favour  to  any  person  tDhaiever,  So  fat  a$  ikeee.  4pipdr 
ments  leave  you  a  discretionary  OMthority^  in\maMnd  ib .fr> 
servations  and  pnvate  sales  to  wnuA  they  refert  you  wul^  'mere' 
fore,  abstain  from  availing  yourself  of  tnat  rig^.     When  Ae  Ul 

rm  comes  under  consideraiion^  you  will  endeavour  iomdiiee 
Council  and  Assembly  to  receive  U  wiA  the  omdesSon  efwose 
enaetmenis;  and  it  would  be  desirable  ttul  jfom  AouU  etljfBet 
ihat^  with  Ms  alteration,  U  should  be  paued  fitr  a  longer  jwrJiJ 
Aon  two  years. 

I  hav«  the  hoaaar  to  ba«  Ao^ 

(Signed)  aiMSEtA 

Major-Oeneral  Sir  0.  Arthur ^'ke. 

It  need  hardly  be  said  that  the  republicaa  memben  cf 
the  House  of  Assembly  of  Upper  Canada  were  delighted 
at  the  want  of  confidence^  which,  in  direct  oppoaitioa  to  tbt 
desire  of  both  branches  of  their  Legislature,  ner  Majesty*! 
Ministers  had  deemed  it  proper  openly  to  evince  towardt 
the  representative  of  the  Crown  in  Upper  Canada ;  wfaile« 
on  the  other  hand,  the  constitutional  member^  as  well  «i 
inhabitants,  were  not  only  disheartened  but  disgusted  at 
finding  that,  by  that  miserable  species  of  special  pleading 
from  which  they  had  so  long  suffered,  their  Governor  wm 
publicly  to  be  deprived  of  the  patronage  which  had  eomti* 
)utionaily  been  intrusted  to  him,  under  the  republicaa  ex* 
cuse  that  he  mi^ht  be  "  relieved  from  an  invidious  dut/i 
and  be  placed  beyond  the  reach  of  any  possible  reproaek 
[by  the  mob]  of  having  employed  it  unwisely  or  with  undwe 
favour  to  arty  person  whatever.'^ 
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In  England^  every  plain  honest  man  would  look  down 
oontJempt  upon  suspicions  and  insinuations  of  this  na- 
tore,  but,  in  a  little  remote  community,  the  withering  effect 
upon  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  such  unworthy  precaution, 
on  the  part  of  the  Queen*s  Ministers,  is  indescrioably  preju- 
cUcaal ;  for,  with  the  fatal  example  of  a  licentious  republican 
government  before  his  eyes,  it  is  impossible  for  any  reflect- 
ing inhabitant  to  compare  the  systematic  manner  in  which 
bir  Majesty's  Ministers  fetter  the  legitimate  influence  of 
Urn  Queen's  representative,  and  «mfetter  the  unruly  passions 
•£  the  mob,  without  clearly  foreseeing  that  life  and  property, 
in  our  noble  North  American  colonies,  must  inevitably,  ere 
leioff  become,  as  in  the  United  States  they  have  become,  the 
detocdess  victims  of  the  violence  and  tyranny  of  the  mul- 
titude. 


The  attention  of  the  reader  has  hitherto  been  directed  to 
a*8eries  of  small  aggressions  which,  one  afVer  another,  her 
Ma|esty*B  Ministers  have  made  upon  British  institutions  in 
America.  The  mere  dramatis  personce  of  the  political 
tragedy  which,  by  day  as  well  as  by  night,  has  unceasingly 
bden.peiibrniing  in  our  colonies,  constitute  a  band  of  wit- 
nesses whose  united  testimony  cannot  be  opposed. 

The  countenance  shown  by  her  Majesty's  Oovemment 
to  Mr.  M'Kenzie,  Mr.  Papineau,  Dr.  Rolph,  Mr.  Bidwell, 
Mr;  Bedart,  and  even  to  a  whole  list  of  traitors,  for  whose 
Apprehension  the  Crown  is  now  ofi*ering  immense  rewards, 
viewed  simultaneously  with  the  depression,  by  her  Majesty's 
Ministers,  of  Sir  John  Colbome,  Sir  Archibald  Campbell, 
8ir  iPrancis  Head,  and  more  or  less  of  every  Governor  in 
ear:North  American  colonies,  are  corroborative  facts,  which 
the  pubUe,  as  an  impartial  jury,  cannot  long  consider  with- 
OTt  tniammously  agreeing  in  their  verdict. 

Nevertheless,  though  with  apparent  malice  prepense  our 
eobnial  institutions  may  secretly  have  been  attacked  '*  with 
ihtentto  kill,"  it  has  so  happened,  or,  to  speak  more  gravely, 
it  has  providentially  been  decreed,  that,  by  the  good  sense 
and  good  feeling  of  the  inhabitants  of  Upper  Canada,  the 
blows  have  not  only  been  parried,  but,  the  leading  traitors 
having  been  driven  from  the  land,  the  loyalty  of  that  pro* 


4M  wFnnnDiTAft- 

viDoe,  like  nudten  gold,  has  actually  been  jmritod  bj  tha 
CQofliffratioii  which  attempted  to  oonauiBe  it ;  and,  as  Aa 
Legiikture  of  New  Brunswick,  as  also  of  Nova  Scotia. 

1  11*1  1  ■«<!  /•«         •■<  *         At_         '  *        M.  • 


only  publicly  applauded  the  fideli^  of  their  asiM'  profnm^ 

redatoho* 


but,  when  the  Americans  attacked  our  coloniea,  wti 
teer  army  with  upwards  of  £100,000  to  repel  the  Jnrarisa 
of  democracy,  one  would  have  thought  that  her  MaJBaij% 
Ministers  ^seeing  that  the  Duke  of  WelluigtsD  «ad  Sir 
Robert  Peel  most  willinely  lauded  these  bravo  iliifiaiAwB  af 
the  British  flag)  would  have  felt  themselves  abaolmslyaiias 
polled  to  obtain  from  the  Imperial  ParliameDt,  in  the  fMi 
of  reaoliitions,  some  sort  of  strong  expressiona  of  adniratio^ 
by  which  the  Transatlantic  dmnders  of  our  n 
would  have  been  encouraged  in  their  exertions* 
under  the  sufferings  they  had  been  called  upon  to 
The  ominous  silence,  however,  of  her  Majesty'a  MiaiifeBia 
on  these  subjects,  coupled  with  the  ill-timed  oomplimaBiaiy 
expressions,  of  confidence  which,  on  every  oppoitnoitjy  tkqf 
seemed  determined  profusely  to  heap  upon  our  rHMldiflaa 
allies,  inversely  as  they  deserved  them,  olaaiff  ~^  ^ 
that  their  destructive  policy  was  not  yet  to  be 
and  accordingly,  after  a  long  period  of  anxious  81 
Cormally  announced  to  both  Houses  of  ParliamaDty  fan  die 
most  imposing  manner  our  constitution  admits  ^  iha 
ruinous  project  of ''  a  union  af  (he  CanadoM.^* 

As  her  Majesty's  Ministers  cannot  feel  themselves  en- 
titled to  claim  from  Parliament,  from  the  country,  or  from 
the  inhabitants  of  our  North  American  provinces,  a  blind 
assent  to  so  important  a  measure  of  colonial  legislatioo — at 
they  cannot  ask  for  implicit  faith  in  their  political  principkik 
or  claim  to  possess  any  more  knowledge  on  the  subject  in 
question  than  can  be  transmitted  by  them  to  the  public  tt 
easily  as  they  have  received  it — it  becomes  neoeasary  tint 
their  project  should  be  seriously,  and,  if  possible,  impartial^ 
considered. 

On  the  28th  of  October  1836,  when  I  vras  in  perfect  hur- 
mony  with  the  Liegislature  and  people  of  Upper  Canada,  I 
transmitted  to  her  Majesty's  Government ''  A  MemonmAm 
an  the  Political  State  of  the  Canadas**  (vide  Narrativ«» 
page  121),  in  which  I  officially  disclosed  reasons  far  reieet- 
ing  the  proposition  of  the  union  of  the  Canadas,  which  I 
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stated  to  be  fearfully  recommended  *'  by  all  those  deep  eal" 
culating  republicans  in  both  provinces^  who  shrewdly  fore^ 
saw  that  the  union  of  the  two  provinces  would  eventually 
cause  their  sepcarationfrom  the  parent  state''  Besides  these 
arguments  against  a  union,  I  respectfully  submitted  to  the 
consideration  of  her  Majesty*s  Government  a  remedial  mea* 
sure  for  the  tranquillization  of  the  Canadas,  by  which  I 
oonceiTed  that  democracy  in  general^  and  Mr.  Fapineau's 
adherents  in  particular^  would  most  effectually  be  curbed 
and  repressed. 

For  reasons  which  have  yet  to  be  explained,  her  Ma* 
je6ty*8  Ministers  suppressed  from  Parliament  the  arguments^ 
the  warnings,  and  the  recommendations  which,  afler  a  per- 
sonal inspection  of  the  province,  and  after  a  patient  con- 
sidtatioii  with  the  most  intelligent  of  its  inhabitants,  I  had 
^ffnmi  to  them ;  and,  although  the  Government  had  just 
iflipended  a  very  large  sum  upon  a  Commission  of  Inquiry, 
expressly  appointed  to  obtain  information  for  Parliamentr— 
although  the  variegated  (and,  as  far  as  Upper  Canada  was 
concerned,  the  inexperienced)  opinions  of  the  Royal  Commis- 
sioQers  exhibited,  when  printed,  a  confliction  of  intellect  and 
a  confusion  of  language  which  has  scarcely  been  witnessed 
since  the  days  of  fiabel— her  Majesty's  Ministers  placidly 
aBowed  both  Houses  of  Parliament,  without  rudder  or  com- 
pass to  direct  them,  to  be  buffeted  on  the  waves  of  this 
controversy ;  they  allowed  a  series  of  weak  ineffectual  Reso- 
liatiotts  to  be  adopted,  without  ever  permitting  the  country 
to  take  into  its  consideration,  or  to  weigh  in  its  impartial 
judgment,  the  official  opinion,  £Ood,  bsul,  or  indifferent,  of 
the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  Upper  Province  on  the  very 
•ubiect  before  them ! 

At  the  time  my  objections  against  uniting  the  two 
Canadas  were  transmitted  to  her  Majesty's  Government, 
I  bad'  no  reason  whatever  to  urge  them,  excepting  the  duty 
which  I  owed  to  my  Sovereign.  Instead  of  being  suspected 
of  unreaacmably  mistrusting  the  loyalty  of  the  people  of 
Upper  Canada,  I  might  rather  have  been  supposed  to  have 
been  carried  away  from  cautious  judgment  by  the  manner 
in  which  they  had  responded  to  my  appeal.  With  every 
leading  republican  discarded  from  the  House  of  Assembly, 
I  alight  have  been  supposed,  intoxicated  by  success,  to  have 
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neglected  to  calculate  that  my  enemies  still  remuiied  in 
existence;  and  that  hereafler  they  might  (as  they  did) 
make  a  last  desperate  effort  to  rebel. 

Yet»  notwithstanding  the  smiling  prospect  that  was 
before  me^  I  deliberately  gave  it  as  my  opinion  that  the 
unruly  propensities,  natursu  to  a  healthy  young  province, 
were  as  much  as  I  felt  I  had  power  to  restraio—Ahat  the 
proposed  attempt  to  infuse  into  it  the  rebellious  FVench 
majority  of  the  lower  country  ''  would  separaU  the 
Canadas  from  the  parent  state " — *^  that  both  prommees 
would  be  embarrassed  by  their  imion— <iimI  that  between 
the  two  stools  the  British  Constitution  wofuld  Jail  to  the 
ground.^* 

Now,  instead  of  being  "  raised  from  a  coachman*s  ant 
to  govern  men  and  guide  the  state/'  let  us  suppose  that  the 
case  were  to  be  reversed,  and  that  any  one  of  our  "  liberal 
statesmen  '*  were  to  be  transferred  to  a  coachmaB*s  seat  to 
drive  four  healthy  young  horses,  which  on  the  slightest 
declivity  he  felt  he  could  scarcely  hold^^let  us  suppose 
that,  aRer  the  reins  had  remained  in  his  hands  suScieot 
time  to  make  him  perfectly  well  acquainted  with  the  temper 
of  his  cattle,  he  were  conscientiously  to  warn  his  owners  of 
the  diflSculty  and  danger  of  his  post — ^that  his  warning; 
instead  of  bein^  made  public,  were  to  be  kept  secrefty  and 
that,  as  a  remedy  for  the  evil,  he  were  suddenly  to  be  toM 
that  six  notorious  ninaway  animals,  that  no  coachman  had 
ever  been  able  to  hold,  were  in  future  to  be  prefixed  to  his 
own  hartl-mouthed  team — would  it  require  a  statesman's 
intellect  to  declare  that  the  whole  concern  woidd  be  wil- 
fully annihiluted  ?  Yet  tliis  homely  case,  absurd  and 
ridiculous  as  it  appears,  is  exactly  the  proposition  which 
has  deliberately  emanated  from  her  ftlajesty's  Minis- 
ters ! 

The  journals  of  the  Legislature  of  Upper  Canada  will 
show  the  difficulty  that  Sir  Peregrine  Maitland,  who  was 
ten  years  Lieutenant-Governor  of  the  province,  experienced 
in  restraininor  the  encroachments  of  the  House  of  Assemblv. 

The  same  journals  will  show  that  Sir  Jolm  Colbome 
ended  eight  years'  administration  of  the  same  government 
by  leaving  behind  hini  a  republican  Speaker  (Mr.  Bidirell), 
heading  a  republican  majority  of  36  against  25. 


svmBMsmAL  emkrfwu  4l&t 

^  Tlie  tUM  iMrnab  trtU  show  thftt,  on  more  thaa  one  oe« 
«Mioo»  I  eouid  but  barely  rcoitt  the  demoemtk  pressure  of 
the  Howie. 

The  tmino  joumaki  will  show  the  difficulties  which  my 
matsftMtm,  Sir  Geor^  Arthur,  has  similarly  expefienced. 

As,  theiBfore,  it  has  undeDiably  been  the  case  that  during 
the  last  31  years  the  popular  branch  of  the  Legislature  di 
Upper  Caaada  has  evinced  as  strong  a  centrifugal  force  as 
it  coDStitotionally  ought  to  possess,  for  what  honest  object 
ooidd  it  possibly  be  proposed  by  her  Maiesty's  Ministers, 
that  to  the  representatives  c^  400/XX)  inhabitants,  who  with 
difficulty  had  been  governed,  there  should  be  added  the 
headstrong  representatives  of  600,000  Lower  Canadians, 
who  for  tm  last  20  years  have  daily  become  more  and  more 
ungovernable,  until,  headed  by  Mr.  Papineau,  having  broken 
out  in  open  rebellion  against  their  sovereign,  they  at  this 
moment  caa  only  be  restrained  by  the  bayonet  and  by  mar- 
tial law? 

'  Could  Mr.  Papineau  himself,  if  A^  had  been  consulted  by 
her  Mlajesty*s  Ministers,  have  devised  for  them  a  repub- 
Meaa  projeet  more  certain  to  subvert  British  institutions  in 
the  Caaadas,  than  to  throw  a  million  of  inhabitants  upon 
«tt  executive  Government,  and  upon  a  Governor  who  with 
difficulty  had  been  able  to  govern  400,000  J 

Could  the  American  citisens,  who  dishonourably  invaded 
Upper  Canada  the  mooEient  they  fancied  she  was  in  distress, 
\{  tkey  had  been  consulted  by  her  Majesty's  Ministers, 
have  devised  for  them  a  more  certain  recipe  for  wresting  the 
Canadas  from  the  British  Crown,  than,  by  an  amalgamation 
of  the  two  Legislatures,  to  diffuse  the  loyalty  of  the  Upper 
Province  over  more  ground  than  it  could  rarrison,  and 
rimultaneously  to  iniuse  into  the  veins  of  the  loyid  country 
the  disloyal^  of  the  Lower  Province  ?  for,  when  both  were 
tainted  and  corrupt,  what  resistance  could  they  offer  to  that 
newly^diseovered  tertium  ^umI,  commonly  callea  '*  American 
sympathy  t  *' 

tm,  omitting  for  a  moment  to  take  into  consideration  the 
deadly  effects  mat  would  be  produced  by  injecting  into  the 
House  of  Assembly  the  poisonous  majority  of  the  Lower 
Province,  my  despatches  to  the  Colonial  Office  would 
indisputably  show  the  serious  difficulties  which,  as  a  civil 
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Governor,  I  practically  experienced  when  suddenly  attacked 
by  the  Americans,  in  being  obliged,  by  my  instructions,  to 
apply  to  the  military  commander  of  the  forces  at  Montreal, 
instead  of  being  empowered  at  once  to  take  those  Figonms 
measures  which  the  ever-changing  exigencies  of  the  moment 
required.  In  winter  it  required  a  fortnight  to  recrive  an 
answer  from  Quebec ;  and,  with  a  vast  frozen  territory, 
equalling  in  its  extent  six  of  the  United  States,  with  a  huge 
unwieldy  House  of  Assembly,  secretly  hostile  to  Brituh 
rule,  and  with  a  frontier  of  1100  miles  to  guard,  what 
legislative  measures  could  promptly  be  completed  to  repel 
the  invasion  of  our  republican  allies  ? 

It  is  utterly  impossible  to  conceive  what  excuse  her 
Majesty's  Ministers  can  offer  to  the  country  for  the 
astounding  proposition  which  they  have  just  made. 

It  is  easy  enough,  under  the  s^iecial  licence  of  Parliament, 
to  solemnise  the  nuptials  of  the  two  Canadas ;  but  ate  her 
Majesty's  Ministers  prepared,  after  the  fatal  ceremony  shall 
have  been  concluded,  to  name  to  the  country  the  wum 
competent  to  govern  them  ?  or,  above  alU  the  Seereiary  (ff 
State  who,  when  they  shall  have  been  amalgamated,  would 
have  moral  courage  enough  to  stand  against  the  demands^ 
however  unreasonable  they  might  be.  of  the  United  House 
of  Assembly  ? 

If  the  Colonial  Office,  deserting,  in  the  hour  of  danger, 
the  Canadian  Governors,  the  Executive  and  Legislative 
Councils,  has  hitherto  invariably  trembled  before  Mr.  Papi- 
neau  and  Mr.  Bidwell — at  their  bidding  has  raised  treason 
to  the  judicial  bench — in  short,  with  recreant  submission, 
has  bowed  its  head  to  every  blustering  demagogue  who  has 
been  encouraged  by  its  own  weakness  to  insult  it, — is  it  for 
the  maintenance  or  for  the  wilful  destruction  of  British  in- 
stitutions that,  with  this  experience  on  record,  it  is  now  pro- 
posed to  unite  together  two  forces,  each  one  of  which  the 
Colonial  Secretary  has  wanted  either  the  will  or  the  power 
to  restrain? 

If  the  expensive  army,  at  present  cantoned  throughout 
Lower  Canada,  be  a  just  estimate  of  the  rebellious  spirit  to 
be  controlled  there,  might  not  her  Majesty's  Ministers  as 
well  fix  a  mill-stone  round  the  neck  of  the  Upper  Province,  as 
to  swamp  their  struggling  loyalty  by  deliberately  attaching 
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te  it  an  amount  of  treason  equal  to  the  force  of  an  army 
of  17,000  men? 

Again,  upon  what  grounds  has  this  destructive  recom-* 
mendation  been  based  ? 

1.  The  journals  of  the  Legislature  of  Upper  Canada  re-» 
eord,  against  the  project  of  the  union  of  the  provinces,  the 
following  corroborative  joint  address  to  his  late  Majesty, 
which.  It  will  be  perceived,  is  dated  six  months  af^er  my 
humble  but  deliberate  recommendation  against  the  measure 
had  been  officially  communicated : 

To  Ihe  King*s  Most  Excellent  Majesty. 

Most  Gracious  Sovbreion, 

«  We,  your  Majesty's  most  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the 
Legislative  Council  and  Commons  of  Upper  Canada,  in  Provin- 
cial Parliament  assembled,  humbly  beg  leave  to  address  your 
Majesty,  expressing  the  great  concern  which  we  feel  at  the  pre- 
sent embarrassed  state  of  the  Local  Grovemment  in  your  Ma- 
jeaty's  Colony  of  Lower  Canada.  Though  deeply  sympathising 
with  that  portion  of  your  Majesty's  subjects  whose  tranquillity  has 
been  disturbed  by  the  long-pending  difficulties  in  that  province, 
and  though  fully  sensible  how  fatally  our  own  interests  and  se- 
curity are  liable  to  be  affected  by  their  possible  result,  we  have 
hitherto  forborne  to  intmde  upon  your  Majesty  with  any  expres- 
sion of  our  opinions  upon  the  posture  of  public  afiairs  in  that 
colony. 

That  we  have  not  now  presumed  to  address  your  Majesty  in 
order  to  remark  upon  the  policy  which  has  been  pursued  in  the 
government  of  that  colony,  which  interposes  between  us  and  the 
United  Kingdom,  but  for  the  purpose,  which  more  directly  con- 
cerns this  province,  of  stating  to  your  Majesty  our  apprehension, 
that  a  mistaken  view  of  the  condition  and  interests  of  the  people 
of  Upper  and  Lower  Canada  may  prompt  some  persons  incon- 
siderately to  press  upon  your  Majesty* s  Government  the  measure 
of  uniting  these  provinces^  as  a  remedy  for  existing  evils. 

We  have  for  some  time  past  observed  that  sugerestions  of  such 
a  nature  have  been  publicly  offered  both  in  England  and  Lower 
Canada,  and  we  are  not  surprised  that  our  fellow-subjects  of  that 
province,  who  are  suffering  under  the  present  difficulties,  should 
be  willing  to  risk  the  consequences  of  such  an  experiment.  They 
may  easily  persuade  themselves  that  their  situation  can  scarcely 
be  rendered  more  embarrassing  by  the  failure  of  any  expedients; 
and  they  are  not  to  be  blamed  if,  in  the  hope  of  obtaining  some 

2  k2 
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relief  by  the  change,  they  forbear  to  look  carefully  into  tht  pio* 
bable  consequences  of  an  union  to  the  welfere  and  iranqaiUitj  of 
this  particular  portion  of  your  Majesty's  domiuiona. 

We  earnestly  trust,  nevertheless,  that  your  Majesty  will  gra« 
cioosly  condescend  to  consider,  that  the  political  condition  of 
four  hundred  thousand  of  your  Majesty's  subjects  caanot  be  other- 
wise than  most  materially  afiected  by  so  important  a  change  in 
the  government.  We  are  of  opinion  that  such  a  change  wouU 
expose  us  to  the  danger  of  consequences  certainly  inconvementf 
and  possibly  most  ruinous  to  tfie  peace  and  welfare  of  this  coun- 
try^ and  destructive  of  its  connexions  with  the  parent  state. 

This  province  we  believe  to  be  quite  as  large  af  can  6e  effect' 
valty  and  conveniently  ruled  by  our  executive  Chcemment. 
United  with  Lower  Canada  it  would  form  a  territory^  of  which 
the  settled  parts  from  east  to  west  would  cover  an  extent  of 
eleven  hundred  mileSy  which,  for  nearly  half  the  year,  can  on/y 
be  traversed  by  land;  the  opposite  territory  of  the  United 
Stales,  along  the  same  extent  offironHery  being  divided  into  six 
States,  having  each  an  inclepenaent  government. 

The  population  which  Upper  Canada  contains  is  almost  with- 
out exception  of  British  descent.  They  speak  the  same  lan- 
guage and  have  the  same  laws,  and  it  is  their  pride  that  these 
uiws  are  derived  from  their  mother'Country^  aiid  are  "n*"iiff4 
with  rules  and  customs  of  foreign  origin. 

Wholly  and  happily  free  from  those  causes  of  difficulty  which 
are  found  so  embarrassing  in  the  acyoining  province,  we  can- 
not but  most  earnestly  hope  that  we  shall  be  suffered  to  oontiniie 
so ;  and  that  your  Majesty's  paternal  regard  for  your  numerous 
and  loyal  subjects  in  this  colony  will  not  suffer  a  doubifui 
experiment  to  be  hazarded^  which  may  be  attended  with  conse- 
quencvs  most  deirimenial  to  their  peace,  and  injurious  to  the  best 
interests  of  ihcmselres  and  their  posterity. 

(Signed)         John  D.  Robinson,  Speaker,  L.  C. 
(I^ig^efi)         Archibald  M*Lean,  Speaker,  H.  A. 

3rd  of  March,  1837. 

It  will  appear  from  the  following  reply,  which  has  been 
published  by  the  Provincial  Legislature,  that  his  late  Ma- 
jesty William  IV.,  who  had  personally  visited  British  North 
America,  fully  concurred  with  the  three  branches  of  the 
Parliament  of  Upper  Canada,  and  tcith  her  Majesty's  pre- 
sent Ministers,  in  deprecating  a  union  of  the  two  pro- 
vinces : 
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No.  170.  Downing'Streetf  2lsi  Aprils  1887. 

Sib, 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  your  despatch  (No.  26) 
of  the  4th  uUimo,  in  which  you  transmit  to  m^  an  Address  to 
hbMijes^,  from  the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Assembly 
of  Upper  Canada,  deprecating  an  union  between  the  two  pro- 
vinces of  Upper  and  Lower  Canada. 

I  beg  leave  to  acquaint  you  that,  having  laid  this  Address 
before  the  King,  his  Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  receive  the 
same  very  graciously,  and  to  command  me  to  observe  that  the 
pnject  of  an  union  between  the  two  provinces  has  not  been  con- 
templaUdhykis  Majesty  as  JU  to  be  recommended  for  the  sanction 
ef  EmHkmmU. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        Glbnelo. 
Sr  F.  Head,  Bart.,  8fc.  4rc.  4rc. 

2.  Hb  Excellency  Sir  John  Colbome,  the  present  Go- 
vernor of  the  Canadas^  b,  I  have  'good  reasons  (or  believing, 
against  a  union. 

3.  His  Excellency  Sir  Greorge  Arthur,  the  present  Go- 
vernor of  Upper  Canada,  is,  I  also  believe,  against  a  union. 

4.  Lord  Durhanoi  himself  will  not,  I  believe,  deny  that  on 
the  eve  of  his  departure  from  London  for  Quebec  he  replied 
to  a  deputation  of  Canada  merchants,  who  waited  upon 
him  to  advocate  a  union,  by  declaring  "  that  every  argu- 
ment they  had  expended  vpon  him  tended  only  to  confirm 
hie  objectione  to  the  project*' — that  to  the  highest  authorities 
in  Upper  Canada  his  Lordship  unequivocally  expressed  the 
same  hostile  opinion  ;  and  yet,  with  all  these  warnings  and 
ooncurrant  testimony  before  them,  no  sooner  did  the  single 
House  of  Assembly  (overpowered  for  a  moment  by  the  m- 
fluence  of  a  persevering  individual  solicitation,  which  also  in 
this  country  oas  for  a  long  time  been  indefatigably  canvass- 
ing not  only  the  Government,  but  many  members  of  both 
Houses  of  the  Imperial  Parliament)  pass  resolutions,  accom- 
panied by  ft  series  of  deceptive  securities,  in  favour  of  a  union, 
than  her  Majesty's  Ministers  (suddenly  subscribing  to  the 
recommendation  which  Lord  Durham,  in  direct  opposition 
io  his  own  former  opinions,  had  been  driven  to  promulgate 
nfker  he  had  abdicsd^  hb  authority'^)   eagerly  join  with 

*  In  the  few  obsenations  I  have  made  on  Lord  Durham*s  Report, 
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his  Lordrfiip,  and  with  the  single  branch  of  the  Cuiiachia  n 
Legislature,  (for  the  upper  house  hava  since  thromt  out  tkt  " 
bill)   in  a  measure  more  serious,  more  fatal,  more  deiiM^   i 
craiic,  and  more  overwhelming  to  British  liberty  than  any-  m 
thing   which  in  their  fatal  colonial  career  they  li»v«  enn    , 
yet  ventured  to  recommend:  in  short,  with  the  withering   ,j 
example  before  their  eyes  of  the  effects  of  Irish  agitation  in 
the  Imperial  Parliament,  they  have  deliberately  pro |»aed 
to  overwhelm  tlie  loyalty  of  the  Upper  Canadian  LegiaWtuf^ 
by  wilfully  infusing  into  iu  vitals  an  iiresistible  and  insa^ 
liable  French  faction,  avon.  "    hostile  to  British  rule  ! 
The  revolutionary  effects        initing  the  Canadas  was  it 
ly  apparent  to        V'       •  Province  that,  when  bollt' 


s  of  its  Legislal         i  I  in  the  ses.-iion  of  IS37  ifr! 

petitioning  the  late  king  .  the  measure, thervptiblicMI 

faction,  who  had  been  Oui  1  on  the  question,   had  rM 

course  to  the  following  str;  n,  which  suQiciently  evinml ! 

their  anxiety  to  arrest  a  p(  they  well  knew  to  be  sub^ 

versive  of  their  treasonab'"  '       :t.  • 

Alter  the  bill  had  pa:  rough  both  Houses  a  short: 

customary  address  was  "'  \  and  passed  in  the  \sMam* 

bly,  praying  me  to  tran  petition  to  the  Secretary  af 

Stale,  to  be  laid  at  the  ti  he  throne.     As  a  matter  rf ' 

course  it  passed  through  igislative  Council,  and.  tlM 

measure  itself  having  been  already  carried,  the  last  re«din| 
of  this  second  address  was  negligently  deferred  by  th« 
House  of  Assembly  to  ihe  very  las!  [lay  of  the  session. 
The  republican  members,  observing  this,  seeretlj  jomed 
together  to  defeat  it  by  speaking  against  time,  and  at 
cordingly  the  notorious  traitor,  Dr.  Kolph,  who  shortty  afW- 

I  bavB  parpMeljr  confined  myHlf  almoit  entiretv  to  thoM  pungw  ia 
which  his  Lordship  bad  to  UDoeceBsuily  asiailed  my  chaiaclei  ul 
•onduoL  As  his  Lordship's  reconimendalionB,  however,  invdn  vital 
interests,  I  cannot  refrain  from  making  public  one  ulditional  '■"T— 
of  tile  unintentional  inaccuracf  of  his  statemanta. 

In  reporting  on  the  execution  in  Upper  Canada  of  the  ttajlan 
Louot  and  Matthews,  his  Lordihip  addressea  bsr  H^jeaty  aa  fi>na«a: 
**  The  two  persons  who  suffered  toe  extreme  penalty  of  the  law  «h 
foKunately  engaged  a  great  share  of  the  public  sympatby:  their  ]a^ 
don  bad  been  solicited  in  petitioas  signed,  it  is  generally  Bsanted,iv 
no  Uu  than  30,000  qf  Ifmr  eountrymen.'  By  Uie  last  packet  oaoil 
BRGounls  have  arrived  ofthe  exact  number  of  the  petit  ioneis  above  •)> 
luded  to,  icAo  only  amounted  allogtther  to  4549! 


iUn^HMENTAL  CHAPTER.  503 

Wards  planned  the  attack  upon  Toronto^  and  for  whose 
apprehension  a  reward  of  500L  is  now  offered^  actually  did 
speak  against  time,  and  obstinately  continued  to  do  so^  until 
the  firing  of  the  guns,  which  announced  my  having  left 
Government  House  to  prorogue  the  Parliament,  put  a  8ud« 
den  end  to  all  debate,  and  tne  Republicans  thus  actually 
prevented  the  short  address  from  being  passed ! 

This  petty  conspiracy  was  of  course  reported  by  me  to 
her  Majesty*s  ministers.  The  loud  simple  warning  which 
it  ofl&red  to  them  I  hoped  would  have  been  irresistible ; 
nevertheless,  although  it  is  still  ringing  in  their  ears,  they  now 
one  and  all  join  witn  Dr.  Rolph  and  his  adherents  in  re- 
commending to  the  country  the  very  Republican  measure 
which,  six  months  before  the  occurrence  I  have  just  related 
took  place,  I  had  from  a  station  of  trust  and  confidence  faith- 
fully warned  them  was  advocated  by  our  enemies, 

in  1822  the  Tory  party  in  England  proposed  the  same 
fatal  measure  of  a  union,  but  the  alleged  "  grievances''  of  our 
North  American  colonies  were  then,  incredible  as  it  now 
sounds,  actually  believed  to  be  substantial,  the  leading  re- 
formers of  the  Canadas  were  not  then,  as  they  now  are^ 
known  to  be  traitors,  and  their  device  for  the  union  was 
then  received  without  any  suspicion  being  entertained  of 
its  real  object 

It  would  be  well  if  the  future  historian  of  "  The  Decline 
and  Fall  of  the  British  Emjnre*'  could  pause  here ;  but 
the  form  in  which  her  Majesty's  Ministers  have  in- 
troduced this  measure  must  surely  appear  to  posterity 
more  culpable  even  than  the  measure  itself;  for,  instead 
of  manfully  bearing  upon  their  own  shoulders  the  awful 
responsibility  of  a  recommendation  unsupported,  I  believe, 
by  any  of  the  representatives  of  the  Crown  in  our  North 
American  colonies,  or  by  any  of  the  Legislative  or  Execu- 
tive Councils  of  these  provinces,  her  Majesty's  Ministers 
deliberately  advised  the  Queen  to  pronounce,  before  that 
portion  of  ner  Majesty's  speech  which  related  to  the  subject 
of  the  Canadas  had  been  discussed  by  Parliament,  a  Royal 
opinion  in  the  following  lines : — 

"  Her  Mmesty  thinks  proper  to  acquaint  the  House  {of 
hards  and  (Jammons)  that  it  appears  to  her  Majesty  that 
the  Jutnre  welfare  of  her  subjects  in  Lower  and  Upper 


Ciatada  mli  be  -Dromated  hv  a  union  of  the  *aid  ttrwowv    '' 

1 


i 


Canada  vill  be  promoted  b^  a  union  of  tAe  *atd  f 

inio  one  province  for  the  purpose  of  legialatien."  | 

Although  every  loyal  subject  m  tlit  BriUfth  empire  nwl 
•diuire  the  generous  imsuapectin^  confidence  which  iixiucad  , 
a  youthful  Queen  to  place  such  implicit  relianco  in  the  r«* 
eommeodatioQS  of  her  MiniaterB,  yet  Burely  it  was  Ihar 
bounden  duty  to  have  taken  unto  tbcmselTes  the  undivided 
responsibility  of  »  measure  which,  they  cannot  beftwe  the 
country  deny,  has  solely  emanated  frwB  their  own  hnjasta. 

Considering  tliat  the  vast  importance  of  this  trans- Atlas  tie 

question  demanded  that  :h  Houses  of  the  Imperial 

Parliament  it  should,  wit."         u  of  any  sort,  be  openly  and 

frefly  disciMoed,  aui«ly  d  have  been  better  that  tli» 

Anininn  of  <         finitt*"  "  be  canvassed,  and.  if  nga9- 

m  thi  word  of  argument  should  Im 

^^  i  omniendation  of  one  wluM. 

I  ni  yet  been  connected  in  Cppd 

,,  those  of  the  purest    ~ 

,  w  ■  t  r 

Joi  ..le   v)<u  the    Lieul«nant-Goi 

(her    i.»BiiU-j  -    represt...  in   our    North 

provinces) — considering  er  Majesty's  Minitben  hti' 

but  a  few  days  a^  priuh  laid  before  both  HousesflF 

Parliament  a  despatch  fi  .  ,  dated  28th  October.  I83lt 
in  which  in  unmeasured  lenaa  I  had  shown  (he  repvblietm 
tendency  of  the  project,  surely  it  would  have  been  mor«  d^ 
corous  iTiat  my  humble  opinions  should  have  been  brought 
b^ore  Parliament  in  opposition  to  those  of  her  Majes^'l 
Ministers  than  to  that  of  a  Sovereign  to  whose  perwa. 
dignity,  and  throne  I  am  humbly  but  most  dutifully  tl^ 
taebed. 


Question  or  tbb  Cucbot  Bisiktu;. 
Pro*  the  BUmp  of  Exeter,  to  wfatnn  I  bad  had  aaeviM 
toaddreM  a  letter  on  the  mibjeci  of  some  ecdniaBdad  mda* 
tioni  which  had  been  paaaad  in  Upmr  Oanadk,  I  lud  thi 
honour  to  receive,  on  the  25tb  of  Ukrch  last,  the  fcU— i^ 
note,  to  which  1  immediateljr  returned  the  foOoving  «e^. 
From  sevenl  other  very  aUe  Mpporten  of  tke  ^itahwat^ 
Cburch  I  aftcrwaids  receivad  «iitular  obeBrralianm. 
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'  It  ^ppetring,  th^refore^  to  me  adviMble  that»  in  a  new 
editioii»  tbt  exjdanatkm  which  I  had  had  the  honour  of  pri- 
jaXalj  aubmittuiff  to  the  Bidiop  of  Exeter  ehoukl  be  made 
public^  ,1  applied  for  permiaBion  to  publieh  his  LKMrdship'e 
letter  as  weU  as  my  own.     His  Lordshro  haring  readily 


complied  with  my  suggestion^  I  commit  tne  subject  to  the 
pulmc  without  furthw  comment. 

Copjf  tfa  Letter  from  the  Lard  Bishop  cf  Exeter, 

Torquay,  BStad  MianA,  ldS9. 
Sib, 

I  am  eoafideni  that  joa  will  forgive  my  troubling  you  with 
eaethsr  letter,  in  order  to  preYeat  misapprehensioa  on  a  point 
which  I  feel  to  be  of  the  highest  importance. 

la  my  sincere  eiprcssion  of  the  very  high  gratification  which, 
in  common  with  the  world  at  large,  I  had  received  from  tha 
perusal  of  your  interesting  volume,  I  made  no  reserve ;  lest,  there- 
mre^  I  should  be  misnnderstood,  as  including  the  whole  of  Its 
eontents,  1  think  it  necessary  to  say,  that  I  lamented  to  read, 
in  p.  2^-90  of  your  **  Narrative,"  (the  passage  which  relales 
to  the  clefgy*reserves,)  yoar  reoommcndation  **  that  they  should 
ba  diTidsd  among  the  Chmrches  of  England,  Scotland,  Rome, 
aad  Wesleyan  Methodisls,  in  the  proportions  which  the  popo- 
htkm  of  these  great  sects  relatively  bear  to  each  other  in  the 
mother-country." 

Deeming  this  recommendatioa  to  be  in  direct  violatioa  of  a 
great  and  sacred  orincipk,  I  grieve  that  it  has  come  forth  with 
|aur  very  high  aomority. 

Do  not  suppose  that  I  wish  to  drew  you  into  a  discussion  of 
this  ptdnt  My  only  reason  for  troubling  you  with  a  letter  upon 
it  is  to  sustain  my  own  priaciples,  and  to  avoid  the  appearsiice 
of  inconsistency  in  hereafter  (as  it  may  probably  happen)  assert- 
ing them  in  Pailiamentr— 4hoogfa  i  shall  not  have  ooossion  to 
reoiarfc  on  yoor  holding  different  sentiments,  ualem  it  be  first 
cited  as  an  aothenly  by  odiers. 

f  have  the  honour  lo  be.  Sir, 

Year  very  obedient  servant, 

H.  EXETER. 

SirF.B.  Hmui,  Bart. 

Copy  of  reply  to  the  above. 

Mt  Loan,  Athergtanej  2bth  JlforcA,  1839. 

I  Will  not  attempt  to  exprem  to  your  Lordiliip  my  grati- 
tade  for  the  valuaUe  sincerity  with  which  ytm  hav«  expressed 


SOS  BommuiTAir  ctttfttti 

to  BM  your  apmioii  on  a  omniI  imporli&t  lafajciot,  Mil  tnttt  I  lUl 
be  pennittdl  after  the  EMter  vecoM  to  ^  »  pcHRi^^  IwM 
UMmne  at  once  endeaTour  to  explain,  xadwr  Uma  to  im^iimt^ 
the  two  pacea  in  my  Naxrati?e,  to  which  joa  have  lefeiiwL 

I  fully  admit  that  my  recommepdationr- "  That  the  dagy  m> 
venues  of  Ujmer  Cauaaa  ihould  be  divided  ammg  the  dauktm 
of  England,  Scotland,  Rome,  and  Wedeyan  Meuodkti^  in  the 
proportiona  which  the  population  of  thoae  mat  sbctc**  (I  o^riit 
to  have  nid  eammunitie$^  aa  the  word  Md  haa,  I  an  awvc^  ade- 
rical  meaning  which  I  never  intended  to  convey,  and  wUdi  I  le- 
gxetl  have  conveyed)  **  relatively  bear  toeachoifaeria  thewoAer- 
country,"  was  a  direct  violatian  of  a  great  and  sacred  ||iiaBJple; 
and,  as  this  is  my  opinion,  or  ladier  aa  I  coneor  m  tlna  epanso 
with  your  Lordship,  I  shoold  rMlly  he  glad  to  hear  yew 
maintain  this  important  principle  in  Parliament. 

I  hope,  therefore,  I  may  not  be  considered  aa  mxfpttag 

the  principle,  if  I  endeavour  to  explain  why  I  waa  dnven  to 

don  it,  whidL  I  did  for  the  same  reason  which  mdaoea  npSol, 
who,  in  a  gale  of  wind,  comes  on  board  a  vessel  to  leffisanlof  ili 
harbour,  to  run  into  any  creek  in  which  he  may  save  at  lent  a 
portion  <tf  the  cargo. 

My  attention,  while  I  was  in  Upper  Csaada,  waa  no  araeK  e^ 
pupied  in  resisting  treason  in  the  colony  and  trtsnehny  at  koBi% 
that  I  had  not  much  time  to  devote  to  the  questian  (tf  the  ekigv^ 
reserves,  but  my  humble  opinion,  such  aa  it  ia,  I  will,  mdwitSe 
sliehtest  concealment,  lay  oefore  your  Lordship. 

I  consider  that,  after  lutving  very  unwisely,  and  almost  nnesn- 
stitutionally  established  the  French  religion,  lang^uage,  and  laws 
(three  elements  which  ought  never  to  have  be^  admitted)  in 
Lower  Canada,  it  was  clearly  the  intention  of  the  Imperial  Pariia- 
ment  to  make  the  wilderness  of  Upper  Canada  a  purely  British 
colony ;  and  accordingly  the  acorn  was  planted  to  produce  ike 
oak. 

The  Sovereign  was  to  be  represented  by  General  Simcoe;  the 
House  of  Lords  by  a  Legislative  Council ;  the  House  of  Commoos 
by  a  House  of  Assembly ;  and  the  EstabHshed  Church  (id^ 
forms  as  much  a  portion  of  our  constitution  as  any  other  element 
in  it)  was  to  be  maintained  and  supported  by  the  clergy-reserves. 

I  firmly  believe  not  only  that  this  waa  the  intention  of  Uie 
Imperial  Parliament,  but  that  it  was  the  only  ]^roper  oouiae  to 
pursue ;  for,  though  many  people  may  be  of  opinion  that  there 
ought  to  be  no  such  thing  as  an  Established  Church,  yet  no 
reasonable  man  can  say  that  this  important  question  ^oold  be 
decided  in  one  way  at  home,  and  in  another  way  in  our  ooloniet. 

The  Church  and  State  being  firmly  riveted  together  at  home, 
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it  was,  I  believe,  not  only  the  intention  but  the  duty  of  the  Im- 
perial Parliament  to  make  in  the  infant  colony  of  Upper  Canada 
such  a  provision  as  would  ensure  to  our  redundant  population 
that  they  might  emigrate  to  the  same  laws  and  the  same  religion 
which  are  countenanced  at  home. 

But  though  this  was  intended,  yet  there  was  a  slight  obscurity 
in  the  wormng  of  the  Act,  which  I  think  the  guardians  of  the 
Church  ought  in  the  progress  of  the  bill  to  have  cleared  away ; 
hot  somehow  or  other  it  escaped  their  notice.  Nevertheless,  if 
the  Church  of  England  had  been  at  once  properly  and  firmly 
established,  and  if  the  question  now  in  dispute  had  been  at  once 
grappled  with,  I  firmly  believe  the  Parliament  would  have  settled 
It  according  to  the  original  intention ;  but  the  difficulty  of  the 
present  day  was  not  then  foreseen,  and  the  doubt  was  suffered  to 
remain  until  1819,  when  a  case  was  drawn  up  and  submitted  to 
the  Crown  officers  in  a  way  which,  certainly  to  me,  seems  to 
fiYonr  the  admission  of  the  Scotch  Church  to  a  participation  in 
the  dergy-reserves.  I  must,  however,  most  humoly  say,  that  I 
have  always  dissented  from  the  opinion  of  the  Crown  officers  on 
this  subject. 

I  read  the  Act  of  31  Geo.  III.  c.  31,  to  mean  the  planting  of 
our  Church  and  State  in  one  of  the  noblest  portions  of  the  British 
empire,  and  I  think  we  might  as  well  now  pretend  to  doubt  what 
Sovereign  the  Governor  was  intended  to  represent,  as  what 
Church  was  to  be  represented,  or  what  was  the  real  meaning  of 
*•  a  Protestant  clergy." 

But,  instead  of  Uie  obvious  and  constitutional,  if  the  literal 
meaning  be  claimed,  then  the  Methodists  assert  that  they  are  as 
much  a  **  Protestant,"  or  Anti-Catholic  clergy,  as  the  Scotch. 

All  these  elements  of  dispute  were  left  to  ferment  until  the  year 
1836,  when  I  assumed  the  Government,  bringing  with  me  instruc- 
tions which,  instead  of  deprecating  any  alteration  in  the  provision, 
seemed  to  consider  that  it  was  not  only  the  natural  effect,  but  the 
fulfilment  of  the  intention  of  the  Act  of  31  Geo.  III.,  which  Act, 
not  being  able  to  anticipate  **  what  might  be  the  prevailing  opinions 
and  feelings  of  the  Canadians  on  this  subject  at  a  future  period," 
took  full  precaution  against  **  the  inaptitude  of  a  systematic  pro- 
vision for  a  Protestant  clergy"  to  more  advanced  stages  of  society. 
These  sort  of  sentiments  being  publicly  avowed  by  H.  M. 
Ministers,  the  law-officers  of  the  Crown  having  officially  denied 
the  right  of  the  Church  of  England  to  the  reserve  in  question,  the 
Methodists  being  encouraged  to  claim  a  share,  and  13,000,000  of 
lawless  people  on  our  border  being  hostile  to  the  existence  on  the 
contineut  of  America  of  either  Church  or  State,  I  saw  before  me 
but  too  many  reasuns  to  believe  that,  unless  the  question  were 


Mmehow  or  other  ■peedilj  Ktded,  U  would  be  ilaoot  impoBnUs 


„  ..^j  tho  inriiuoui,  specially  but  unprmeipled  f— f^*tini 
«hid>  waidiutyKuniiignteiicaLiiimdj.ofdeTraii(uiet(Mn<i 
to  tho  porpoM  of  edncBtioD^  vUu  «m  ^unUj  ugoed  to  be  u 
iininml  bleaimg  to  locie^. 


The  drndfid  pictore  wbid  «nl|l> is  4w XTnitol atflM ftiiRBt 
ef  nUgion,  nude  me  nfleet  Aat  if  we  •ttHtftedlMRNnwi 
Bugfat  Ibee  dl ;  i»d  thet,  k  diridiai  tbe  nierTfB  m  AaiRivt^^ 
ymhem  olgeetBd  to,  we  sbogld.«t  ell  nvAb  atUvB  tl 


object  of  eetftbliehiH  lel^OD  in  Upper  Cewda  «v  k  |icp(>|li 
mid  in  proportions  whkb  would  not  m  altered  by  «f«r  iSSmt 
batcb  of  enugnnl*  that  mi^  anive  in  the  pnnitTCC. 

That  my  pr^MMition  <iee  Itoa.  A)  w«s  a  departure  from  tfaa 
mdraeanuigoftbe  Act, ns. 31  Geo.JU.,IlutTe  admitted.  Ihc^t 
1  have  also  abown  my  soicral  wiQiBgaaaa  to  face  aoy  invaaiou  1/ 
that  Act ;  bat  I  do  not  neaitate  to  own  to  you,  that  to  do  n  hnt  I 
wiabed  in  the  dergy-Teaerre  qwatkn  wm  more  ttMu  1  could  rt- 
tcnpt — the  o|nnicai  of  the  Cnpwa  offioen  was  an  obetacle  I  wuld 


'With  remet  to  adnutth^  the  Catkolici,  who  certaiut;  form  na 
part  of  the  2Votet(an(  Church,  I  hiwe  to  observe,  that,  aa  the  oo- 
Boal  intoitioa  of  the  Ac^  ae  I  cooatrue  it,  waacct  aside — let,  1^^ 
HM  opisiont^  the  law  offinra  llwt  Ae  reaerves  were  not  to  be  gin^ 
exdnurdy  to  the  Chnroh  of  Eiiiilaad ;  and,  2udly,  by  the  opinioi 
^bet  M^ea^'e  Miniatcn  laqiectiiig  "  the  inaptitude"  of  the  ori* 
^nal  arraiigement  "to the  man  adumced  tiagei  <ff  socieU/" — the 
principle  upon  which  tbe  CatboGca  were  to  he  excluded  was  v 
much  unpaired  that  it  could  hardly  pnclically  be  exerted  aKUDit 
them.  If  the  Scotch  and  Methodiata  were  to  be  admvtteo.  dK 
Catholics,  who,  on  the  ioauirection  burating  out,  proved  broTcaad 
IotbI  to  a  man,  might  at  once  have  joined  the  Catholic  prieatbaod 
of  Lower  Canada.  I  do  not  approve  of  thia  latter  argument  jtf 
it  is  not  altogether  devoid  of  political  weight. 

I  hope  yuu  will  excuse  the  imperfect  manner  in  which,  by  letm 
of  poat,  I  have  replied  to  your  obliging  conununicatioD. 
I  have  the  honour  to  be,  my  Lsfd, 

Your  Lordship's  fulh&l 

And  very  obedient  esran^ 

Tlu  lard  BMap  tf  Ba^r.  F.B.  Hna*. 

Hio  following  private  Memorandum j  [A]  Ccontaimag 
the  obeervations  oojected  to  by  the  Bishop  of  Bseter,  ii 
my  "  Narrative,"  paees  289,  2^0,)  was  wntten  by  me  at 
Toronto,  in  1836,  witn  a  view  to  aseiat,  if  possihle,  tho  ad- 
justment of  the  clergy-reaerre  questicm. 
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(Copy.) 


Memorandum  [A]. 

Clergy  Reserve  Question. 

**  It  sppean  to  me  that  this  question  might  be  practically 
aeitkd  in  somethlor  like  the  foHowing  manner': — 

^  1st.  Debate  and  settle  whether,  under  existing  circumstances* 
it  be  atdyisable  that  the  clergy  reserves  should  (according  to  the 
SI  Geo.  III.  c.  31.  8.  36  and  42,  and  according  to  that  infer- 
ptfetation  of  the  said  Act  which  was  given  by  his  Majesty's  law 
oflficers  on  the  15th  Nov.  1819)  continue  to  be  confined  to  the 
dinrdies  of  England  and  Scotland  only,  or  whether  the  Act 
ahould  (in  virtne  of  the  powers  in  its  42nd  section)  be  varied  or 
ivpealed,  with  a  view  to  admit  other  religious  sects  to  a  share  in 
the  proceeds  of  the  said  clergy-reserves. 

**  2d.  In  case  the  first  of  these  two  queries  should  be  agreed  tO| 
namely,  that  the  reserves  *  should  continue  to  be  confined  to  the 
two  churches  of  England  and  Scotland  only/  notbing  would  then 
Mnain  but  to  determine  tbe  exact  proportions  which  each  of  the 
said  two  efanrches  should  receive. 

^*  An  attempt  to  make  this  calculation  from  the  property  or 
fixmi  tbe  population  of  the  two  churches,  as  they  at  present  exist 
in  this  colony,  would  be  objectionable :— • 

**  Because  the  requisite  statistical  information  does  not  exist ; 

**  Because  the  inquiry  would  excite  and  agitate  the  adherents 
of  both  churcbes,  and  yet  satisfy  neither ; 

^  Because,  almost  before  tbe  calculations  could  be  concluded, 
emigration  might  suddenly  null  and  subvert  it. 

*^  The  fbreffoing  objections,  with  many  of  a  similar  nature, 
would  be  obviated  by  calculating  the  desired  ratio  on  the  broad, 
safe,  constitutional  maxim,  or  fact,  that  this  colonyy  being  as 
much  an  asyhtm  far  all  British  mbjects  who  may  hereafter  choose 
to  eome  out  here^  as  it  is  for  those  who  have  already  become  its 
inhahHants^  ought  to  be  considered  as  the  image  and  transcript  of 
the  mother'country^  and,  consequently,  that  the  churches  of  Eng- 
land and  Scotland  (wbatever  may  happen  to  be  the  population 
at  this  moment)  should  be  assumed  to  bear  the  same  relative  pro* 
portion  to  each  other  in  Upper  Canada  as  it  appears,  by  printed 
statistical  tables,  that  they  bonSk  fde  now  bear  to  each  other  in 
the  mother-country. 

^  By  this  amicable  arrangement  of  tbe  question  in  dispute, 
all  angry  feelings,  all  local  jealousies,  all  religious  animosities, 
all  petty  interests,  all  fluctuating  comparisons  would  be  avoided. 

**  It  is  true  that  emigration  might  occasionally   falsify  tha 
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adjustment,  but,  as  it  is  poverty  and  not  religion  thai  propels 
our  countrymen  from  their  homes,  there  would  always  be  reason 
to  expect  that  the  assumed  average  would  eventually  beoome 
the  correct  one. 

**  In  case  the  second  of  the  two  queries  should  be  agreed  to^ 
namely,  that  the  Act  of  31  Geo.  III.  c.  81,  *  ought,  in  virtue  of 
the  powers  contained  in  its  42nd  section,  to  be  varied  or  repealed, 
with  a  view  to  admit  other  religious  sects  to  a  participation  of 
the  proceeds  of  the  clergy  reserves,'  the  denomination  of  sects 
to  be  admitted^  as  well  as  the  proportions  they  ahonld  eadi 
respectively  receive,  might  be  determined  on  the  same  broad  cob* 
stitutional  principle  which  has  already  been  deacribed ;  that  is  to 
say,  all  those  great  sects  might  be  recognised  in  U]^r  Canada, 
which  on  account  of  their  numbers  and  importance  are  considered 
as  churches  in  the  mother-country,  and  each  of  the  said  sects 
might  be  assumed  to  possess  the  same  relative  popolation  in 
Upper  Canada  as  it  actually  possesses  in  the  mother-country. 

N.  B. — "  In  the  foregoing  memorandum  nothing  is  directly  or 
indirectly  recommended  ;  all  that  is  intended  is  to  show  in  what 
way  the  different  consideratious  of  the  subject  may  be  practically 
dealt  with. 

••  P.  B.  H." 

Having  now  explained  rather  than  defended  the  course 
I  pursued  in  Upper  Canada  respecting  the  clergy-reserves, 
it  only  remains  for  me  to  observe  that  my  apprehensions 
that,  unless  the  reserves  in  question  were  secured  with- 
out delay  for  religion,  the  House  of  Assembly  would  im- 
patiently alienate  them  to  other  purposes,  have,  I  regret 
to  say,  since  my  letter  to  ike  Bishop  of  Exeter  of  the  '25M 
March,  been  realized,  the  Assembly  having  just  passed 
a  series  of  resolutions,  the  two  first  of  which  are,  that  the 
reserves  should  be  sold  and  applied  to  the  making  of  roads. 


A  FEW  Remarks  by  Sir  F.  Head  on  a  volume  (contain- 
ing 524  folio  pages,  and  entitled  •*  Despatches  from  Sir 
F.  B.  Heady  Bart.,  K.CH.,  relative  to  Canada:  viih 
Answers  from  the  Secretary  of  State^^)  which  was  on 
Wednesday  laid  by  her  Slajesty*s  Government  before 
Parliament. 

I.   1  complain  that,  in  tliis  volume,    the   portion   of  tie- 
spatches  called  for  by  his  Grace  the    Uiike  of  Wellington. 
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Us  being  necessary  to  repel  Lord  Durham's  allegations 
against  me,  has,  contrary  to  my  most  earnest  request,  been 
jumbled  with  the  portion  subsequently  required  for  Mr* 
Joseph  Hume*s  object,  by  which  admixture  the  two  cases, 
whioi^  separately  considered,  would  have  been  substantiated 
dearly  in  my  favour,  have  been  rendered  incomprehensible 
and  confused. 

2.  I  complain  that  in  this  volume  her  Majesty's  Govern-* 
ment  have  done  me  the  injustice  of  reversing  the  order  of 
the  House  of  Commons,  as  declared  in  the  title-page,  by 
ffiving  to  their  own  ably-written  "  answers,"  which  are  fof-  « 
b>wed  up  by  most  tedious  documents,  the  unheard-of  ad  van- 
tage of  being  printed  before,  instead  of  after,  my  despatches^ 
to  which  they  reply  !  In  no  court  of  justice  in  the  world 
would  such  a  course  of  procedure  be  permitted.    In  my  case 

I  conceive  it  to  be  particularly  un&ir,  as  the  avowed  object 
of  the  Duke  of  Wellington's  motion  was  to  enable  me  to 
repel,  not  fresh  misrepresentations,  but  those  specific  alle* 
gations  against  me  which  her  Majesty's  Government  had 
already  deliberately  presented  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament 
by  command  of  the  Queen. 

3.  I  complain  that,  although  in  this  volume  there  has 
been  unnecessarily  republished  an  irrelevant  but  most  abu- 
sive report  of  a  select  committee  of  that  Republican  House  of 
Assemoly,  which,  a  few  months  after  my  arrival  in  Upper  Ca- 
nada, I  dissolved^ — although  the  said  report,  containing  66 
folio  pages,  signed  by  Charles  f)uncombe^  a  traitor,  for  whose 
apprehension  a  reward  of  500/.  is  now  offered,  and  by  T.  D. 
Morrison,  lately  tried  for  treason,  was,  at  the  request  of  Mr. 
Joseph  Hume,  M.P.,  printed  by  an  order  of  the  House  of 
Commons,  dated  23d  of  January,  1838 — her  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment have  done  me  the  injustice  of  excluding  from  this 
volume  the  counter-report  of  a  select  committee  of  the  pre- 
sent loyal  House  of  Assembly,  which  report,  signed  by 
Colonel  the  Hon.  Sir  Allan  M'Nab,  the  present  Speaker, 
triumphantly  exposes  the  accusations  made  against  me  by 
the  said  traitor  Duncombe,  and  by  his  fellow-labourer,  Mr. 
Joseph  Hume,  M.P. 

I  submit  to  the  calm  judgment  of  unprejudiced  men,  that 
for  her  Majesty's  Government  to  pretend  to  comply  with 
the  Duke  of  Wellington  s  motion  by  republishing  tne  cor- 


9ia 
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nipt,  disloyal  report  of  a  commiilee,  whose  cbairman,  itfiw 

thu  report  had  been  made  public  in  Upper  Canada,  was  io 

repudiated  by  the  farmers  and  yoonwn  that  he  actually  lost 

his  elefiiion,  whiiti,  on  the  other  band,  they  exclude  lire 

ned  by  the  Speaker  of  the  present  intelligeot  and 

jse  of  Assembly,  is  not  only  a  denial  to  me  of  ju»- 

in  aggravation  of  the  injustice  with  whidi  I  bafe 

geen  ti-eated,  especially  as  tlie  following  extracts  from  I^td 

Durham's  allegations,  contrasted  with  the  Ibllowing  extracti 

from  ihe  said  report,  viill  at  once  show  the  very  remarkabU 

manner  in  which  this  exc)  ioeument  meets  and  repek 

the  identical  allegations,  imoit  the  itUnticol  wonit, 

Eroduced  against  me  by  w        iajesty's  Govarnawot  before 
9th  Houses  of  Parliame 


Extracts  from 
"The  g;eneral  support  of  I 
in  favour  of  the  Govenimen> 
minorities,  which  in  man; 
didutes,  marked  the  force  ' 
the  iield,  even  in  spite  of 
Uboiired  friirt>  the  mnnmn 
UnusiiQ]  manner  f- 
pearid  to  jruJie  i 
result  was  ihe  relut-  ^i' 
that  of  the  late  Assembly, 


Durham's  Report, 

itub  determined  the  elwtioa 
,  thaugli  vcr;  large  and  eloM 

stipporied  the  defeated  can- 
e  Reformers  could  bring  into 
idvantages  under  which  fbej 
I  dices  against  them,  and  Uie 
»n,  iy  Us  represeiUalire,  ap- 
n   electioneering  content,    ine 

tnojorily  hostile  in  politics  to 


"  1  say  Ibis  without  meaning  to  caM  aoy  imimtatiwi  ••  ^ 
members  of  Ihe  House  of  Auembl  j,  becaun,  w  bct,lA«  tinwn 
ttanea  under  which  Ihey  were  elecled  wen  tudi  m  to  nadv 
them  peculiarly  objects  of  Dupicioa  and  reproadk  to  ft  hV- 
number  of  their  oountrymen. 

"  In  a  number  of  instances,  too,  ihe  elections  were  carried  t| 
Ihe  unscrupulous  exercise  of  t/ie  infticnce  of  t/ie  GoterWKnl, 
and  by  a  display  of  violence  on  the  pari  of  ihe  Turiett,  who  wot 
emboldened  by  the  countenance  afforded  (hem  by  the  authorities. 
It  was  stated,  but  I  believe  without  sufficient  foundation,  that 
the  Government  made  grant*  of  land  to  persons  who  had  no  liik 
to  them,  in  order  to  secure  their  votc$. 

"Thia  rtpoit  orig;inatcd  ia  tha  bet,  tbat  patent*  for  person 
who  were  entitled  to  giants,  but  bad  not  taken  Ibem  ont,  wcit 
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tant  dowD  to  the  polling-places  to  be  ffiven  to  the  iadividaals 
eatitled  to  them*  if  they  were  disposea  to  vote  for  the  GoverB- 
ment  candidate. 

•  •  .  •  •  •  c  • 

**  It  cannot  be  matter  of  surprise  that  such  facts  and  such  im- 
pressions produced  in  the  country  an  exasperation  and  a  despair 
of  good  government  which  extended  far  beyond  those  who  had 
actually  been  defeated  at  the  poll. 

•  •  •  •  •  •  ■ 

**  Ali  which  Is  humbly  submitted  to  your  Majesty. 

*'  DURHAM." 


Extracts  from  the  Excluded  Report  to  the  Hon.  the  House  of 
Assembly  of  Upper  Canada  of  a  Select  Committee  to  which 
was  referred  the  petition  of  Charles  Duncombe,  Esq ,  to  the 
British  House  of  Commons.  Printed  by  order  of  the  House 
of  Assembly,  and  adopted  by  more  than  two-thirds  of  the 
Members  present. 

'*  It  will  be  observed  that  Mr.  Duncombe  represents  himself 
in  the  first  paragraph  of  his  petition  as  having  been  '  deputed  by 
the  Reformers  of  the  province  to  lay  before  his  Majesty's  Go- 
vernment and  the  House  of  Commons  the  dangerous  crisis  at 
which,'  as  he  asserts,  '  the  affairs  of  the  province  had  unhappily 
arrived,  through  the  unconstitutional  violence  and  outrage  prac- 
tised and  sanctioned  by  Sir  F.  Head,  the  present  Lieutenant- 
Governor,  and  those  under  his  immediate  innuence  and  control, 
at  the  late  election,  fur  the  purpose  of  obtaining  a  majority  in  the 
House  of  Assembly.' 

•  •  •  •  •  •  • 

^  This  paragraph"  (the  next  item  of  complaint)  **  was  evi- 
dently introduced  by  Mr.  Duncombe  in  his  petition  for  a  double 
purpose: — 

'*  L  To  persuade  the  House  of  Commons  and  his  Majesty's 
Government  in  England  that  a  party  exists  in  this  country, 
known  as  Tories  and  Orangemen,  who  are  tyrannically  opposed 
to  the  liberties  of  the  people,  and  especially  that  portion  of  them 
Mlf-deiignated  Reformers ;  and,  secondly,  that  the  Lieutenant- 
Governor,  the  Attomey-Geneml,  the  Solicitor-General,  and  in 
general  every  public  functionary  in  the  province,  cotruptly  endea- 
voured to  aid  and  assist  the  Tories  and  Orangemen  in  securing 
a  return  of  their  political  partisans  to  the  House  of  Assembly. 
It  would  be  di£5cult  for  the  parties  accused  to  meet  charges  so 
vague  and  uncertain ;  but  the  Committee  deem  it  their  duty  to 
dedare  that  the  political  distinctions  Mr.  Duncombe  would  set 

2  L 
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up  are  as  unfounded  in  &ci  as  they  would  be  injuriuns  to  the 
peace  and  welfare  of  the  community  if  they  existed.  The  vast 
majority  of  the  people  of  the  province  are  loyal  to  their  Sove- 
reign^ and  strictly  and  ardently  opposed  to  those,  aad  thow  only, 
of  their  fellow-subjects,  whose  political  doctrines  they  conceiTe 
tend  to  «  subversion  of  the  constitution  under  which  they  life, 
and  ultimate  separation  from  the  parent  state.  It  only  renains 
for  your  honourable  House  indignantly  to  Tepel»aa  this  Com- 
mittee does  not  hesitate  to  do,  this  gross  and  unfounded  a^rsion 
of  the  integrity  and  independence  of  the  electois  of  Upper 
Canada. 

*^The  Committee,  having  thus  disposed  of  the  minor  parts  of 
Mr.  Duncombe's  petition,  will  now  advert  to  thai  povtion  of  it 
that  may  justly  be  considered  as  of  the  greatest  iroportanoe»  ra., 
the  accusation  against  his  Excellency  the  Lieutenant-GovenMMr; 
and  it  is  with  no  common  degree  of  satisfaction  that  the  Com- 
mittee feel  themselves  justified  in  declaring  that  every  charge  and 
insinuation  made  against  a  man  to  whom  the  province  of  Upper 
Canada  owes  so  large  a  debt  of  gratitude,  fur  firmness  of  principk 
and  patriotic  conduct,  is  wholly  and  utterly  destitute  cf  truth. 
Few  guvernors  of  a  colony  were  ever  p1ace<i  in  circumstanoes  of 
greater  difficulty  than  those  which  assailed  Sir  FVmnds  Head 
within  three  months  of  his  assuming  the  government  of  the  pro- 
vince ;  and  it  is,  perhaps,  not  too  much  to  say,  that  no  man 
could  have  met  those  difficulties  (ungenerously  and  unreasonably 
thrown  in  his  way)  with  more  temper,  firmness,  and  judgment 
than  he  did. 

*'  It  would  be  out  of  place,  and  unnecessary,  to  advert  more 
particularly  to  the  causes  which  led  to  the  dissolution  of  the  late 
House  of  Assembly.  The  whole  country  is  familiar  with  the 
facts,  and  has  honestly,  deliberately,  and  conclusively  pronounced 
their  opinion  upon  them ;  but  it  appears  to  have  been  the  object 
of  Mr.  Duncombe  and  others  to  impress  the  House  of  Com- 
mons and  his  Majesty's  Government  with  th^  opinion  that  this 
decision  of  the  electors  of  the  province  was  not  bond  Jide^  but 
brought  about  by  means  the  most  corrupt  and  detestable. 

"  In  order  to  inform  themselves  fully  upon  these  subjects,  the 
Committee  has  obtained  returns  of  every  patent  issued  since  Sir 
F.  Head  assumed  the  government  of  the  province;  the  date  of 
the  Order  in  Council  under  which  they  were  completed  ;  the 
person  to  whom  made,  where  the  lauds  arc  situated,  and  (as  far 
as  conld  be  ascertained)  whether  voted  upon  or  not.  This  return 
will  be  found  in  the  Appendix  J.  (1.),  and  from  it  it  will  appear 
that  the  total  number  of  patents  that   passed  the  great  seal, 
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between  the  proro^tion  of  the  Assembly  on  the  20tb  of  April, 
188dy  and  the  close  of  the  late  general  election,  was  1473,  of 
irtueh  Dumber  1245  were  issued  in  pursuance  of  Orders  in 
Council,  made  prior  to  Sir  Francis  Head's  anrival  in  the  pro- 
vince, and  over  which  he  had  no  more  control,  and  with  which 
he  could  no  more  have  interfered,  than  any  other  officer  of  the 
Ezeeutive  Government.  Any  attempt  to  arrest  these  patents 
would  most  justly  have  subjected  him  to  the  severest  censure 
and  condemnation,  as  having  disreg^arded  the  highest  duties  of 
his  station  by  depriving  his  Majesty's  subjects  of  their  admitted 
and  indisputable  legal  and  constitutional  rights.  From  the  same 
returns  it  will  appear  that  the  whole  number  of  patents  issued 
under  Orders  in  Council,  upon  the  authority  of  Sir  Francis 
Head,  between  the  prorogation  of  the  Assembly  and  close  of  the 
election,  was  150  ;  and  of  these  several  were  to  females  and  other 
persons  resident  in  parts  of  the  province  remote  from  the  place 
where  the  lands  granted  them  were  situate,  and  who  never  could 
have  contemplated  making  use  of  them  for  the  purpose  of  voting. 
To  render  the  groundlessness  of  the  charge  against  his  Excel- 
lency if  possible  still  more  apparent  (see  also  Appendix  J.),  the 
eommUtee  have  ascertained  that  the  whole  number  of  patents 
issued  under  Orders  in  Council,  since  his  arrival  in  the  province 
Id  the  close  of  the  election,  was  233;  of  which  number  30  were 
ibr  femalea,  seven  to  purchasers  from  the  Crown  who  had  paid 
op  their  purchase-money,  73  settlers  under  the  Hon.  Colonel 
^nilbot  and  the  Hon.  Peter  Robinson,  who  were  entitled  to  their 
deeds  upon  producing  certificates  of  having  performed  their  set- 
tlement duties,  and  123  U.  £.  loyalists,  militiamen,  pensioners, 
and  old  soldiers.  It  will  probably  be  considered  as  altogether 
unnecessary  to  dwell  further  on  this  point  of  accusation ;  but  in 
justice  not  only  to  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  but  to  the  electors 
of  the  province  themselves,  who  are  implicated  in  the  charge. 
Chat  the  return  of  their  present  representatives  was  efiected  by 
ftaud  and  corruption,  the  Committee  will  shortly  advert  to  the 
state  of  the  polls  at  the  conclusion  of  the  elections  for  the  different 
eounties,  ridings,  and  towns  in  the  province,  and  contrast  the 
evidence  which  the  polUbooks  afford  with  the  unfounded  assertion 
that  the  majorities  they  present  were  brought  about  by  the  means 
alleged  by  Mr.  Duncombe. 

•  •  •  •  • 

**  It  will  be  thus  seen  that  in  ten  counties  and  in  one  town  17 
members  of  the  late  Assembly  of  the  Reform  party  were  rejected, 
and  the  like  number  of  persons  of  op{)osite  principles  were  peace- 
ably and  fairiy  returned,  and  against  whose  return  no  opposition 
or  compiaint  has  ever  been  made. 

2  L  -2 
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'*  The  last  House  of  Assembly  was  composed  of  61  memben, 
of  whom  36  styled  themselves  Reformers.  If,  then,  17  were  ukea 
from  their  number  and  added  to  their  opponents,  the  present 
Assembly,  without  reference  to  Simcoe  or  the  second  riding  of 
York,  wouM  be  composed  of  19  Reformers  and  42  adherents  of 
the  constitution  as  by  law  established ;  the  only  political  dialuie- 
tion  the  opponents  of  Reformers  desire  to  assume — a  sufficient 
proof  of  a  deliberate  change  in  the  political  sentiments  of  the 
people. 


^  But  to  proceed  to  Mr.  Duncombe's  accusation :  he  aaserti 
that  he  believes  that  he  would  be  able  to  prove  that  *  Ihoasands 
of  g^nts  of  land  were  (improperly)  issued  to  overwhelm  legally 
registered  votes,  and  voted  upon ;  that  such  grants  werejdistri- 
buted  openly  at  the  places  of  election  to  persons  who  hid  not 
applied  at  that  time  for  such  patents,  and  who  recetved  them  to 
enable  them  to  vote  without  paying  the  usnal  fees  ;  that  at  Sim- 
coe, one  of  the  many  instances,  Mr.  Ritchie,  the  QoveinmeDt 
emigrant  agent,  thus  issued  hundreds  of  these  grants  to  persons 
who  voted  immediately  on  them.'     It  is  almost  needless  to  dwell 
on  the  grots  misrepresentations  contained  in  these  (usertions ;  as 
has  been  shown,  the  whole  number  of  patents  issued  amonnted 
to  less  than  1500,  not  one  of  which  was  issued  without  paying 
the  usual  fees,  where  any  fees  were  payable,  and  of  which  less 
than  250  were  issued  under  orders  of  Council  during  Sir  Fraacb 
Head's  administration,  and  these  to  all  descriptions  of  |iersons, 
men  and  women,  without  distinction,  in  the  usual  mode  and 
upon  the  ordinary  terms.     And  what  are  the  facts  with  respect 
to  the  assertion  that  *  Mr.  Ritchie  issued  hundreds  of  these 
grants  to  persons  who  voted  immediately  upon  them?*     They  are 
as  follow : — Mr.  Jarvis,   the  deputy  secretary  and  registrar,  for 
the  reasons  mentioned  in  his  letter  hereunto  annexed  (see  Appen- 
dix I.),  and  without  consulting  any  other  person,  delivered  Mr. 
Ritchie  all  the  patents  remaining  in  the  office  for  lauds  situate  in 
the  county  of  Simcoe,  some  of  them  10  and  15  years  old,  and  not 
knowing  whether  the  grantees  lived  in  the  county  or  not;  the 
whole  number  amounted  to  30.3;  of  this  170  were  returned,  the 
owners  not  having  applied  for  them,  and  133  were  distributed  or 
retained  in  the  hands  of  the  agent,  and  only  18  of  the  persons 
who  so  received  these  deeds  voted  at  the  election,  as  appears  by 
the  polling-book.     Mr.  Robinson's  and  Mr.  Wickens*  majority 
over  Mr.  Lount,  after  less  than  two  days*  polling,  was  126  and 
120  to  34.   Your  Committee  deem  further  comment  on  this  sub- 
ject unnecessary.     Your  Committee  will,  howevc-r,  remark  thai 
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Mr.  Loitnt  [since  hanged  for  treason']  was  sum 
before  them,  but  has  wholly  neglected  to  do  so. 


**  Before  closing  their  Report,  the  Conimittee  feel  it  their  duty 
to  call  the  attention  of  your  honourable  House  and  the  country 
to  the  fact  that  the  petition  of  Mr.  Duncombe  was  presented  to 
the  House  of  Commons  by  Mr.  Joseph  Hume,  a  member  of 
the  Impf  rial  Parliament  for  the  county  of  Middlesex,  and  that 
that  gentleman  appears  to  have  been  chosen  as  the  agent 
through  whom  Mr.  Duncombe  [at  this  moment  an  outlawed 
iraiior']  and  Mr.  Robert  Baldwin  have  conducted  their  com- 
munications with  Uie  Colonial-ofRce.  And  it  further  appears, 
Urom  letters  of  Mr.  Hume  addressed  to  some  of  the  Ministers 
of  the  Crown,  that  he  is  desirous  of  representing  himself  as  the 
agent,  or  at  all  events  as  being  authorized  to  express  the  sent!- 
oeQls,  of  the  people  of  Upper  Canada  on  the  subject  of  their 
political  feelings,  and 'the  public  affairs  of  the  province.  Your 
Committee  are  of  opinion  that  the  honour  and  character  of  his 
Miyesty's  loyal  subjects  in  this  province  require  that  it  should 
be  promptly  and  emphatically  declared  by  their  representatives 
that  Mr.  Hume  is  among  the  last  men  they  would  select  to 
advocate  their  cause  or  represent  their  feelings  or  wishes  to  the 
British  nation.  The  people  of  Upper  Canada  recollect  that  in 
tha  year  1834  Mr.  Joseph  Hume  addressed  a  letter  to  a  cor- 
respondent of  his  in  this  country  [the  traitor  W,  L.  M^Kenxie'\^ 
which,  referring  to  his  correspondent's  recent  expulsion  from 
aod  re-election  to  the  Assembly,  contained  the  iollowing  trea- 
sonable language  and  advice:— '  Four  triumphant  election  on 
ike  l&th^  and  efeclion  from  the  Assembly  on  the  11  th^  must 
hasten  that  crisis  which  is  fast  approaching  in  the  affairs  of  the 
Canadas,  and  which  will  terminate  in  independence  and  free^ 
dom  from  the  baneful  domination  of  the  mother  country,  and 
the  tyrannical  conduct  of  a  small  and  despicable  faction  in  the 
colony.  The  proceedings  between  1772  and  1782  in  America 
ought  not  to  be  forgotten  ;  and,  to  the  honour  of  the  Americans^ 
and  for  the  interests  of  the  civilized  world,  let  their  conduct  and 
the  result  be  ever  in  view!  And,  when  it  is  remembered  wTih 
what  indignation  and  disgust  the  publication  of  this  detestable 
oommunication  was  received  throughout  the  province,  his  Ma- 
jesty's loyal  subjects  cannot  but  regard  with  abhorrence  the 
idea  that  the  person  who  had  thus  insulted  them  should  be  sup- 
posed by  their  Sovereign  and  their  fellow-subjects  in  the  United 
Kingdom  to  be  their  accredited  agent,  that  they  held  any  com- 
munication with  him,  or  that  he  was  in  any  way  clothed  with 
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authority  to  speak  their  sentiments  or  represent  tbeir  views  on 
any  subject,  public  or  private. 

'*  With  reference  to  the  corre^ipondence  of  Mr.  R.  Baldwin 
with  Lord  Glenelir,  and  which  han  also  been  referred  to  your 
Committee,  and  which  is  annexed  to  this  report,  little  need  be 
said  further  than  to  notice  the  representations  it  in  subiitaiice 
contains — that  the  affairs  of  this  province  have  readied  an 
alarming  crisis;  that  the  connexion  with  the  parent  state  is 
endangered;  that  the  people  have  lost  all  confidence  in  their 
Government;  that  tliey  have  become  dissatisfied  and  disoon* 
tented ;  that,  owing  to  the  tyrannical  and  unjust  conduct  of 
his  Excellency  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  they  are  aimo$i  driren 
to  desperation;  and  that  nothing  can  save  the  country  froni 
revolution  but  administering  the  government  agreeably  to  bit 
mterpretation  of  the  constitution  conferred  upon  na  by  tbe  Im- 
perial Parliament.  In  answer  to  all  this,  your  Committee  can 
only  refer  to  facts  that  speak  louder  and  carry  greater  conviction 
than  assertions,  however  boldly  or  con6dently  made/' 

Without  offering  a  single  comment  on  the  foregoing  **  Be« 

f>ort/'  I  leave  her  Majesty's  Oovemment  to  explain  to  Pbi- 
lament  why  they  did  not  deem  it  as  worthy  of  insertion  as 
the  irrelevant  republican  document  of  66  folio  pages  which 
they  have  reprinted  and  brought  against  me. 

4.  I  complain  that  in  this  volume  her  Majesty *s  Minis- 
ters have  most  unnecessarily  published,  first,  their  own  an- 
swers to,  and,  secondly,  my  despatches  entreating  them  to 
relieve  me  from  the  pecuniary  embarrassment  in  which  they 
kept  me  during  the  whole  time  I  was  in  Canada ;  while,  on 
the  other  side  of  the  question,  they  have  most  unjustly  witi- 
held  from  Par  It  aw  cut  the  follouing  despatches  : — 

1 .  Two  de^patclies  to  her  Majesty's  Secretary  of  State, 
dated  the  15tli  of  May,  1838,  in  which  I  state — 

"  As  refirards  the  amount  of  the  sum  awarded  to  me  by  tlif 
(lovernment,  I  have  no  observation  to  offer,  all  discussion  oii 
that  subject  hnvinir  on  my  part  enHed  with  my  administration  of 
the  fToverinnent  of  Upi)er  C  aiiada.  While  I  was  in  that  difllcult 
sitnution  1  did  not  hesitate  to  express  my  opinion  reKpectini^  the 
reprtyment  to  me  of  the  expenses  which  I  coneeived  to  be  due  to 
n\e.  in  this  eountry,  however,  I  liave  no  such  arguments  to 
oiler,  no  claims  to  Ufjre,  and  no  desire  to  raise  H«r:iinst  the  pecu- 
niary award  of  her  Majesty's  tioverninent,  whatever  it  niav  br, 
a  sini^lo  observation." 
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**  To  iadcmBify  me  for  the  expeoses  of  my  retiirD»  which  (in- 
cluding th(i6e  for  my  family)  bond  Jide  amounted  to  SSO/.  8#., 
her  Majesty's  Qovemmeni  have  awarded  me  the  sum  of  300/., 
upon  which,  as  I  have  already  had  the  honour  to  state  to  your 
Lordahip,  I  have  not  an  observation  to  offer.** 

2.  A  despatch  to  her  Majesty's  Under-Secretary  of 
State,  dated  the  10th  of  August,  1838,  in  which,  in  reply  to 
a  communication  from  Lord  Glenelg,  dated  the  9th  of  May, 
18S8,  and  from  the  Under-Secretary,  dated  the  8th  of 
August,  by  which  I  was  requested  to  forward  an  official  re- 
presentation of  the  extra  expenses  to  which  I  had  been  ex- 
posed by  the  insurrection  in  Upper  Canada,  I  replied  as 
fbllows : — 

**  I  have  not  with  me  any  copy  of  my  letter  to  Lord  Glenelg  of 
the  15th  of  May,  to  which  you  have  referred,  but  I  feel  certain  I 
only  mentioned  the  two  facts — first,  that,  on  the  insurrection  break- 
ing out  in  Upper  Canada,  I  found  it  necessary  to  add  to  my  niaff 
three  extra  aides-de*camp  and  a  military  secretary ;  and,  secondly, 
that)  while  no  increase  of  salary  had  been  granted  to  me,  a  fair 
allowance  had  been  ordered  by  her  Majesty's  Government  to 
every  British  oflScer  on  duty  in  Upper  as  well  as  Lower  Canada. 
I  say,  I  only  mentioned  these  two  facts  to  satisfy  Lord  Glenelg 
of  the  justice  of  remunerating  me  for  the  bond  fide  travelling  ex- 
penses which  I  had  been  obliged  to  incur  in  coming  from  Toronto 
to  England. 

^  These  expenses  are  all  I  have  applied  for ;  and,  as  by  your 
letter  of  the  8th  instant  it  appears  they  have  been  granted  to  me, 
I  beg  to  say  I  do  not  feel  disposed  to  make  any  further  pecuniary 
application  to  her  Majesty's  Government. 

'*  I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

«  F.  B.  HxAn." 

3.  A  despaU^h  to  the  Secretary  of  State,  dated  the  8th  of 
March,  1839,  in  which  I  stated— 

**  I  feel  it  necessary,  on  public  as  well  as  on  private  grounds, 
unequivocally  to  declne  receiving  the  remuneration  of  my  official 
expenses  in  the  manner  in  which  it  has  been  proposed  they  should 
be  experimentally  asked  for  from  the  House  of  Assembly,  who 
woaloi  I  consider,  feel  they  were  invited  to  refuse  them  by  the 
deitpalch  alluded  to.  Without  entering  at  present  into  the  sub- 
ject, I  only  beg  leave  respectfully  to  state  that  I  had  infinitely 
sooner  lose  the  iudeniniiication  in  question  than  submit  to  a  pro- 
cetis  to  which  neither  Lord  Grosford,  Lord  Durham,  Sir  John 
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Colboroe,  nor  any  other  governor  of  a  colony,  o^  he  had  quiited 
it,  bad  ever  beeu  subjected. 

*'  I  have  the  honour,  &c. 

"  P.  B.  Hbad." 

4.  A  despatch  to  the  Under-Secretary  of  State,  dated 
March  10,  1839,  in  which  I  stated — 

"  I  perfectly  understand  that  his  Lordship  can  enter  into  so 
pledge  respecting  the  proiluction  either  to  Parliament  or  to  the 
Provincial  Legislature  of  my  correspondence  with  the  Colonial- 
office  respecting  the  non-payment  of  my  official  expensea.  On 
the  other  hand,  I  feel  confident  that  his  Lordship  has  not  misin- 
terpreted my  reluctance  to  enter  upon  the  discussion  of  a  subject 
involving  only  my  own  private  interests,  by  conceiving  tluit  I 
entertain  the  slightest  doubt  or  apprehension  on  the  subject 

**  To  the  last  moment  no  exertion  shall  be  wanting  on  my  fori 
to  prevent  tfiis  discussion  from  coming  before  the  public :  sbooM 
I  however  be  unsuccessful,  his  Lordship  will,  I  believe,  see  reama 
to  appreciate  the  feelings  by  which  I  have  been  actuated. 

**  I  have  the  honour,  Ac. 

•«  F.  B.  Hian.^' 

Considering  the  generosity,  even  towards  an  enemy, 
which  has  ever  characterized  the  British  people,  and  which 
surely  ought  therefore  equally  to  characterize  the  British 
Grovernment,  one  would  have  thought  that  her  Majesty's 
ministers,  seeing  how  I  naturally  shrank  from  the  idea  of 
having  my  pecuniary  affairs  unnecessarily  brought  before 
the  public,  would  have  liberally  refrained  from  doing  so, 
most  especially  as  there  existed  no  dispute  whatever  between 
us  on  the  subject,  I  havinor  declared  in  my  Narrative  {vide 
p.  418)  "  that  I  felt  bound  in  justice  to  the  Government  to 
mention  an  otherwise  insignificant  matter — namely,  that  her 
Majesty's  Government  had  with  strict  justice  recently  paid 
me  the  whole  of  my  expenses."  But,  though  the  right  of  her 
Majesty's  Government  unnecessarily  and  ungenerously  to 
moot  this  subject  cannot  be  denied,  yet,  in  bringing  the  ques- 
tion before  the  public,  in  compliance  with  the  Duke  of  Wel- 
lington's motion,  they  were  perfectly  unjustified  in  withhold- 
ing from  Parliament  all  that  side  of  the  correspondence 
which  they  well  knew  tended  unanswerably  to  satisfy  every 
liberal  mind  that  I  had  sued  for  nothing  beyond  the  bare 
repayment  of  the  expenses  to  which  I  had  been  subjected. 

Having,  I  trust  it  will  be  admitted,  done  everything  in 
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my  power  to  prevent  this  unimportant  subject  from  dis- 
tracting the  public  mind  from  the  serious  considerations 
whidi  must  arise  from  the  perusal  of  my  Narrative,  I  feel 
it  necessary,  now  that  it  has  forcibly  been  brought  into 
notice,  shortly,  but  most  unequivocally,  to  declare  that  I 
have  no  claim  whatever  to  make  either  upon  the  country  or 
upon  its  Government. 

While  I  was  Lieutenant- Grovernor  of  Upper  Canada,|^I 
made  (under  most  adverse  circumstances)  every  exertion 
in  my  power  to  keep  up  the  British  flag ;  and  I  resisted, 
as  well  as  I  was  able,  all  attempts,  from  whatever  direction 
they  proceeded,  to  haul  it  down. 

Some  people  may  be  satisfied  with  my  conduct — others 
may  be  dissatisfied ;  at  all  events,  if  I  have  done  wrong,  I 
have^  I  submit,  paid  the  penalty  of  my  offence.  While 
everv  possible  pecuniary  assistance  was  granted  to  Lord 
Gosford  as  well  as  to  Lord  Durham,  and  while  4500/.  a-year 
is  now  very  properly  granted  to  Sir  John  Colbome,  besides 
his  salary  and  emoluments  of  commander  of  the  forces,  I 
was  lefty  during  the  political  tempest  to  which  I  was  ex- 
posed^ to  borrow  money  in  all  directions  for  the  bare  pay- 
ment of  my  official  expenses.  Until  I  retiurned  to  England 
not  even  my  travelling  expenses  to  Toronto,  incurred  in 
1835«  were  refunded  to  me.  For  my  services  in  Upper 
Canada^  such  as  they  may  have  been,  I  have,  inpluding  my 
salary,  received  from  her  Majesty's  Government  not  one 
shilling  beyond  the  repayment  of  the  expenses  to  which  I 
was  subjected  ;  while,  on  the  other  hand,  in  consequence  of 
my  having,  on  their  repeated  application,  consented  to  serve 
them,  I  have  lost  since  1835  a  permanent  appointment  of 
considerable  importance.  All  I  have  required,  and  still 
require,  of  her  Majesty's  Government,  is  to  let  me  alone  in 
my  retirement 

I  completely  exonerate  Lord  Normanby  and  Mr.  Labou- 
cbere,  for  both  of  whom  I  entertain  respect,  from  any  un- 
worthy conduct  towards  me.  They,  since  their  appoint- 
ments, can  have  had  no  time  to  consider  my  case ;  but  the 
insane  manner  in  which  her  Majesty's  Government  have 
not  only  encouraged  rebelliou  in  our  colonies,  but  have  twice 
assisted  in  assailing  me,  can  only,  to  my  humble  judgment, 
be  accounted  for  by  the  proverb 

"  Quos  Deu8  vult  perdere  prius  dementat.** 
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CONCLUSION. 

Accounts  have  lately  reached  this  country  from  the 
Canadas^  mentioning  the  arrival  there  of  Liord  Durham^s 
Report,  as  also  of  my  Narrative,  Her  Majesty^s  Ministers 
will  now  he  enabled  to  declare  to  Parliament  whether  or 
not  they  have  received  from  Sir  John  Colbome,  from  Sir 
Greorge  Arthur,  from  the  Judges  of  the  Court  of  Queen^s 
Bench,  from  the  Law  Officers  of  the  Crown,  from  the  Exe- 
cutive Council,  from  the  Legislative  Council,  from  the 
House  of  Assembly,  from  the  British  population,  or  from 
the  British  army  in  the  Canadas,  anything  in  the  slightest 
degree  approaching  to  a  denial  of  the  affirmation  to  which 
I  adhere, — that  the  whole  of  these  parties  join  hand  and 
heart  in  deeply  lamenting  the  republican  course  of  policy 
which  her  majesty*s  Ministers  have  unremittingly  been 
pursuing  in  our  colonies.  Whatever  may  be  the  opinion 
on  this  subject  at  home,  unconnected  with  ftny  political 
party,  I  do  most  solemnly  declare  to  the  country  that,  in 
the  various  regions  it  has  been  my  humble  fortune  to  visit, 
I  have  never  before  witnessed  so  astonishing,  so  unnatural, 
and  yet  so  affecting  a  scene,  as  that  which,  for  upwards  of 
two  years,  daily  presented  itself  to  me  in  British  North 
America. 

The  inhabitants  of  these  valuable  colonies,  with  a  manli- 
ness of  character  which  it  is  almost  impossible  to  describe, 
look  upon  the  British  empire  as  the  freest  and  noblest  por- 
tion of  the  globe ;  they  admire  the  liberty  with  which 
people  in  England  write  their  minds,  speak  their  miiuls, 
spend  their  fortune,  bequeath  their  earnings — and,  observ- 
ing ihe  jealousy  with  whidi  life  and  property  are  secured — 
they  attribute  all  these  blessings  to  the  power,  stability, 
and  real  majesty  of  British  institutions. 

With  those  feelings  in  their  hearts,  the  inhabitants  of  our 
North  American  colonies  have  for  several  years  observed  the 
ministers  of  their  sovereign,  under  the  pretence  of  concili- 
ating democracy,  firmly  ally  themelves  with  people  destitute 
of  character,  whose  evident  object  has  been  the  destruction 
of  those  simple  elementary  principles  upon  which  the  British 
enii)ire  has  been  based.    They  have  seen  these  demagogues, 
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who  bad  no  real  stake  in  their  country,  one  after  another, 
(encouraged  or  promoted  by  her  Majesty*s  Government, 
and  while  this  party,  whose  evident  intention  was  to  rob  and 
murder  them/  was  busily  occupied  in  broad  day-light  in 
making  pikes,  purchasing  rifles,  assembling  for  drill,  form- 
ing themselves  into  unions,  and  thus  creating  general  appro* 
hension  throughout  our  colonies,  they  have  seen  the  Minifr- 
terg  of  the  Crown,  in  Jipite  of  warning  or  remonstrance, 
resolutely  insist  on  elevating  over  the  neads  of  the  loyal 
population  the  ringleaders  of  the  conspiracy — ^they  have 
seen  the  arch-agitator  of  each  of  the  Canadas  offered  to  be 
rewarded — ^the  insulters  of  her  Majesty's  representative 
officially  Yielded  from  punishment;  in  short,  they  have 
seen  the  Ministers  of  the  British  Crown  actually  fan  into  a 
flame  the  embers  of  rebellion,  which  the  representative  of 
the  Sovereign,  but  for  the  encouragement  shown  to  agita- 
tors, would  easily  have  extinguished. 

After  rebellion  had  actually  burst  out,  and  after  British 
institutions  had  been  desperately  attacked,  they  have  seen 
the  Ministers  of  their  Sovereign  deaf  to  recommendations 
in  favour  of  colonists  who  had  risked  their  lives,  and  had 
shed  their  blood,  in  defence  of  the  empire ;  while,  on  the 
other  hand,  they  have  seen  the  government,  by  ingenious 
aophistry,  screen  from  the  vengeance  of  the  lasw  the  pirates 
ami  traitors  who  had  been  brought  to  justice.  Hiey  have 
seen  the  British  flag  most  grossly  insulted — they  have  seen 
the  British  territory  repeatedly  invaded — the  keen's  sub- 
jects robbed,  murdered,  mutilated,  without  adequate  repar- 
ation being  obtained  or  even  demanded  from  the  American 
Government ;  and  lastly,  they  have  seen  a  Governor- General 
of  the  British  North  American  Colonies  not  only  impugn 
to  her  Majesty  the  conduct  of  his  predecessor,  of  the 
Legislative  and  Executive  Councils,  of  the  House  of  Assem- 
bly^ of  the  public  authorities,  but  before  the  whole  world 
they  have  seen  him  appeal  from  the  Castle  of  Quebec, 
to  the  people  of  British  North  America,  against  Her 
Majesty's  delegated  authority,  against  the  conduct  of  the 
Queen's  Ministers,  against  the  measures  of  the  Imperial 
Parliament;  and,  after  all  this,  and  after  having  without 
permission  abandoned  his  post,  they  have  seen  this  servant 
of  the  public  assume  his  seat  in  the  House  of  Lords, 
which  he  had  reviled,  and  sit  there  night  after  night  for  two 


524  SUPPLRUENTAL  CHAPTER. 

months  without  a  single  Minister  of  the  Cronn  venturing 
to  stand  up  to  arraign  hia  Lordship  before  the  country,  or 
to  offer  one  word  in  defence  of  the  Queen's  Ministers — 
Imperiul  Parliament — Provincial  Legislatures — Governors, 
Lieutenant-Governors,  and  other  coDstiiuted  authorities, 
whom  his  Lordship  had  either  openly  assailed  or  contemp- 
tuously re\iled! 

With  these  alartuing  facta  before  their  minds,  the  loya] 
British  population  of  our  most  valuable  \ortb  American 
Provinces  having  lost  aU  confidence  in  the  minbters  who 
surround  their  Sovereign,  beiiew  (and  I  humbly  join  them 
in  believing)  that,  unless  the  British  nation  will  awaken 
from  its  slumber,  unless  the  British  people  will  arouse 
themselves  from  their  deathlike  trance  to  rally  roimd  the 
constitution  and  the  throne,  our  noble  colonies  will  very 
shortly  be  subjected  to  a  scene  of  plunder,  devastation,  and 
bloodshed,  which,  as  soon  as  it  hag  paralysed  the  extremi- 
ties, must  almost  simultaneously  affect  the  heart  of  the 
empire. 

Surely,  when  the  nation  reflects  with  what  noble  and 
powerful  enemies  it  has  hitherto  successfully  contended,  it 
will  feel  ashumetl  of  any  longer  allowing  its  colonies  to  be 
convulsed  by  one  or  two  profi'ssional  agitators  who,  every  one 
knows,  would  instantly  run  away  before  the  Queen's  Govern- 
ment if  it  would  only  be  firm,  but  who,  for  the  veiy  reaaoa 
of  their  being  notorious  cowards,  will,  if  successful,  exer- 
dae  a  cruelty  and  a  tyranny  over  every  man  of  property, 
which  I  trust  it  will  be  the  duty  of  their  fellow-stibjects  m 
the  mother-country  by  a  manly  effort  to  determine  to 
prevent 
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Memorandum  on  thb  Aborigines  of  North  America. 


Toronto f  Upper  Canada,  20M  Nov,,  1836. 
Mt  Lord« 

As  the  object  of  this  communication  is  to  endeavour 
to  supply  your  Lordship  with  the  information  respecting 
the  Indians  and  the  Indian  department^  required  by  your 
Lordship's  despatch  No.  — ,  I  feel  it  may  bo  satisfactory 
that  I  should  commence  by  explaining  what  opportunities 
I  have  had  of  forming  the  opinion  I  am  about  to  ofier  on 
the  subject. 

I  have,  therefore,  the  honour  to  state  to  your  Lordship 
that  I  attended  the  annual  delivery  of  presents  to  the  visit- 
ing Indians  at  Amherstburg,  as  also  that  which  took  place^ 
for  the  first  time,  at  the  Great  Manitoulin  Island  in  Lake 
Huron. 

During  my  inspectional  tour  of  the  province,  I  also 
visited,  with  one  or  two  trifling  exceptions,  the  whole  of  the 
Indian  settlements  in  Upper  Canada,  and  in  doing  so  made 
it  my  duty  to  enter  every  shanty  or  cottage,  being  desirous 
to  judge  with  my  own  eyes  of  the  actual  situation  of  that 
portion  of  the  Indian  population  which  is  undergoing  the 
operation  of  being  civilized. 
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Whenever  and  wherever  the  two  races  come  into  contact 
with  each  other,  it  is  sure  to  prove  fatal  to  the  red  man. 
However  bravely  for*  a  dhort  time  he  may  resist  our  bay-* 
onets  and  our  fire-arms,  sooner  or  later  he  is  called  apoft 
by  death  to  submit  to  his  decree — If  we  stretch  forth  the 
hand  of  friendship,  the  liquid  fire  it  offers  him  to  drink 
proves  still  more  destructive  than  our  wrath — And,  lastly, 
if  we  attempt  to  Christianize  the  Indians,  and  for  that  sacred 
object  aggregate  them  in  villages  of  substantial  log-houses, 
lovely  and  beautiful  as  such  a  theory  appears,  it  is  an  im- 
deniable  fact,  to  which  unhesitatingly  I  add  my  humble 
testimony,  that,  as  soon  as  the  hunting  season  commences, 
the  men  (from  warm  clothes  and  warm  housing  having  k>aC 
their  hardihood)  perish  or  rather  rot  in  numbers  by  con- 
sumption; while,  as  regards  their  women,  it  is  impossible 
for  any  accurate  observer  to  refrain  from  remarking  that 
civilization,  in  spite  of  the  pure,  honest,  and  unremitting 
teal  of  our  missionaries,  by  some  accursed  process  has 
blanehed  dieir  babies'  Saioes, — in  short,  our  philanthropy, 
like  our  friendship,  has  failed  in  its  professions.  Producing 
deaths  by  consumption,  it  has  more  than  decimated  its 
followers;  and  under  the  pretence  of  eradicating  from  the 
female  heart  the  errors  of  a  Pagan's  breed,  it  has  implanted 
in  their  stead  the  germs  of  Christian  guilt ! 

What  b  the  reason  of  all  this — ^Why  the  simple  virtues 
of  the  red  aborigines  of  America  should,  under  all  circum- 
aUnees,  &de  before  the  vices  and  cruelty  of  the  old  world, 
is  a  pvoUem  which  no  one  among  us  is  competent  to  solve ; 
the  dispensation  is  as  mysterious  as  its  object  is  inscrutable. 
I  have  merely  mentioned  the  facts,  because  I  feel  that 
before  the  subject  of  the  Indians  in  Upper  Canada  can  be 
feirly  considered,  it  is  necessary  to  refute  the  idea,  which  so 
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generally  exists  in  England,,  about  the  success  which  has 
attended  the  Christianizing  and  civilizing  of  the  Indians; 
whereas  I  firmly  believe  every  person  of  sound  mind  in  this 
country  who  is  disinterested  in  their  conversion,  and  who  is 
acquainted  with  the  Indian  character,  will  agree  : — 

1st.  That  an  attempt  to  make  farmers  of  the  red  man 
has  been,  generally  speaking,  a  complete  failure. 

2d.  That  congregating  them  for  the  purpose  of  civiliia** 
tion  has  implanted  many  more  vices  than  it  has  eradicated ; 
and,  consequently, 

3d.  That  the  greatest  kindness  we  can  perform  towards 
these  intelligent,  simple-minded  people,  is  to  remove  and 
fortify  them  as  much  as  possible  from  all  communication 
with  the  whites. 

Having  concluded  the  few  preparatory  observations  I 
was  desirous  to  make,  I  will  now  proceed  to  state  what 
negotiations  I  have  already  entered  into  with  the  Indians, 
and  what  is  my  humble  opinion  of  the  course  we  should 
adopt  as  regards  their  presents  and  the  expenses  of  the 
Indian  department. 

At  the  Great  Manitoulin  Island  in  Lake  Huron,  where 
I  found  about  1,500  Indians,  of  various  tribes,  assembled 
for  their  presents,  the  Chippewas  and  the  Ottawas,  at  a 
great  council  held  expressly  for  the  purpose,  formally  made 
over  to  me  23,000  islands.  The  Saugeen  Indians  also 
voluntarily  surrendered  to  me  a  million  and  a  half  acres 
of  the  very  richest  land  in  Upper  Canada,  (For  the  de- 
tails attending  these  surrenders,  see  my  despatch  to  your 
Lordship,  No.  70.) 

On  proceeding  to  Amherstburg,  I  assembled  the  Hurons, 
who  occupy  in  that  neighbourhood  a  hunting  ground  of 
rich  land  of  six  miles  square  ;  two-thirds  of  which  they 
surrendered  to  me,  on  condition  that  one  of  the  said  two- 
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thirds  should  be  sold,  and  the  proceeds  thereof  invested 
for  their  benefit. 

The  Moravian  Indians,  with  whom  I  had  also  an  inter- 
view,  have  likewise  agreed,  for  an  annuity  of  150/.,  to  sur- 
render to  me  ^bout  six  miles  square  of  black  rich  land, 
situated  on  the  banks  of  the  Thames  river. 

I  need  hardly  observe,  that  I  have  thus  obtained  for  Her 
Majesty's  Government  from  the  Indians  an  immense  por- 
tion of  most  valuable  land,  which  will  undoubtedly  produce, 
at  no  remote  period,  more  than  sufficient  to  defray  the 
whole  of  the  expenses  of  the  Indians  and  Indian  depart- 
ment in  this  province. 

On  the  other  hand,  as  regards  their  interests,  my  de- 
spatch. No.  70,  will  explain  the  arguments  I  used  in 
advising  them  to  retire,  or  fall  back  upon  the  Manitoulin, 
and  other  islands  in  Lake  Huron ;  the  locality  being  ad- 
mirably adapted  for  supporting  them,  but  not  for  white 
men.  Still  it  may  appear  that  the  arrangement  was  not 
advantageous  to  the  Indians,  because  it  was  of  such  benefit 
to  us ;  but  it  must  always  be  kept  in  mind,  that  however 
useful  rich  land  may  be  to  us,  yet  its  only  value  to  an 
Indian  consists  in  the  game  it  contains ;  he  is,  in  fact,  lord 
of  the  manor,  but  it  is  against  his  nature  to  cultivate  the 
soil — he  has  neither  right  nor  power  to  sell  it.  As  soon 
therefore,  as  his  game  is  frightened  away,  or  its  influx  of 
immigration  cut  off  by  the  surrounding  settlements  of  the 
whites,  his  land,  however  rich  it  may  be,  becomes  a  "  rudis 
indigestaque  moles,*'  of  little  value  or  importance ;  and  in 
this  state  much  of  the  Indian  property  in  Upjier  Canada 
at  present  exists. 

For  instance,  I  found  16  or  18  families  of  Moravian 
Indians  living  on  a  vast  tract  of  rich  land,  yet,  from  absence 
of  game,   almost  destitute  of  everything ;    several  of  the 
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men  drunk  ;  nearly  all  their  children  hair-cBstea ;  the  lugb 
road  through  Ihoir  territory  almost  impassable  ;  the  white 
population  execrating  their  indolence,  and  entreating  (o  be 
relieved  from  the  stagnation  of  a  block  of  rich  land,  wbtdt  i 
separated  them  from  their  markets  as  completely  as  if  it  j 
had  been  a  desert. 

The  above  picture  (which  is  a  very  common  one)  will, 
I  think,  sufficiently  show,  *'"'•  however  desirous  one  may 
be  to  protect  the  Indians,  and  I  hope  no  one  feels  for  them 
more  deeply  than  myself,  yet,  practically  speaking,  that  the 
greatest  kindness  we  can  do  them  is  to  induce  them,  as  I 
have  done,  to  retreat  before  what  they  may  justly  term  llie 
accursed  progress  of  civilization  ;  for,  as  I  have  stated,  the 
Ustaat  they  are  aurroundcd  by  the  white  pt^ulatitBi,  "  AU 
mge  of  their  ekivaity  hat  Jltd." 

The  lieutenwit-govemov  (rfthe  fravmte  asa^proMt  then 
froia  open  violesce,  but  nrnther  he,  nor  any  o4h«  authsritj 
on  earth,  can  prevent  the  combiaation  of  petty  vices,  which, 
as  I  have  already  explained,  are  as  fatal  in  their  operatioB 
as  the  bayonet  itself. 

It  is  impossible  to  teach  the  Indian  to  beware  <^  the 
white  man,  for  it  seems  to  be  the  instinct  of  hia  untutored 
nature  to  look  upon  him  as  his  friend  ;  in  short,  his  aiat- 
plicily  is  his  ruin,  and  though  he  can  entrap  and  conquer 
every  wild  beast  in  his  forest,  yet  invariably  he  becomes 
himself  the  pr^  of  hia  white  brother ! 

For  the  foregoing  reastm^  I  am  decidedly  of  opinion  that 
Her  Majesty's  (lovernment  should  continue  to  adviaa  the 
few  remaining  Indians  who  are  lingerii^  in  Upper  Canada 
to  retire  upon  the  Manitoulin  and  other  islands  in  Lake 
Huron,  or  elsewhere,  towards  the  north-west.* 

*  This  meanure  vu  strongly  recommended  by  Sir  John  Colborne  to 
Her  Majesty's  GuTetnment. 
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Your  Lordship)  hM  infonti6d  itie^  that  the  Committee  of 
the  House  of  Commons  on  Military  Expenditure  in  the 
Colonies  are  of  opitiion,  "  that  the  Indian  department  may 
be  greatly  reduced,  if  not  altogether  abolished ;  and  they, 
therefore,  call  the  attention  of  the  House  to  the  same>  ami 
also  to  the  expense  of  articles  annually  distributed  to  thtf 
ladiaiis,  and  whether  any  arrangement  may  not  be  made 
to  dispense  with  such  distributiotis  in  future,  or  to  commute 
the  presents  for  money." 

As  it  is  your  Lordship's  desire  that  1  should  afford  you 
as  much  information  as  possible  on  the  above  suggestions, 
1  will  now  respectfully  endeavour  to  do  sa 

The  presents  which  the  British  Government^  has  been  in 
the  habit  of  granting  to  the  Indians  in  Upper  Canada  have 
been  delivered  to  two  classes,  termed  the  ''  resident"  and 
the  '^  visiting,*'  whose  numbers  this  year  were  as  follow : — 

Number  of  Indians  resident  in  Upper  Canada     6,507 
Average  number  of  Indians  who,  in  order  to 
receive  presents  from  the  British  Govern- 
ment, annually  vbit  Upper  Canada  from  the 

United  States 8,270 

Total  average  annual  cost  of  presents  issued 

as  above  .     • £8,500 


It  certainly  appears  to  me  very  desirable  indeed  that  we 
should,  if  possible,  discontinue  the  practice  of  giving  pre- 
sents to  that  portion  of  the  visiting  Indians  who  reside  in 
the  territory  of  the  neighbouring  states ;  but  what  is  desir- 
able is  not  always  just,  and  it  is  therefore  necessary  before 
the  project  be  carried  into  effect,  that  we  should  consider 
what  arguments  exist  for  as  well  as  against  it. 

In  its  favour  it  may  be  stated. 
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Ist  That  we  should  sa?e  an  atinu^  expeod-ure  of  say 
4,OO0A 

2d.  That,  according  to  common  laws  among  nations, 
there  appeara  to  be  no  reason  why,  having  lost  all  dominion 
over  and  interest  in  the  United  States,  wo  should  continue 
to  make  annual  payments  to  any  portion  or  its  iiihahllants, 

3d.  That  it  amounts  almost  to  an  act  of  hostility  for  the 
British  Government  to  continue  to  give  giins,  powder,  and 
ball,  to  the  Indians  of  the  United  States,  with  whom  that 
people  are  at  this  moment  engaged  in  civil  war. 

4th.  That  a  considerable  portion  of  tlie  presents  which 
wo  give  to  the  Indians,  are  shortly  after  their  dehvery  to 
be  seen  displayed  by  the  shopkeepers  of  the  United  States, 
who  often  obtain  them  almost  for  nothing. 

In  reply  to  the  first  objection,  namely,  "  tliat  by  with- 
holding the  presents  we  should  save  an  annual  expenditure 
of  4,000/.,  it  may  be  staled,  that  of  all  the  money  which 
has  been  ever  expended  by  the  British  GoTernmeDtj  there  is 
perhaps  no  sum  which  ought  to  Ije  less  regretted  than  that 
which  we  have  hitherto  bestowed  on  the  aborigines  <^  Ame- 
rica. It  has  purchased  for  us  the  blessing  of  their  race ; 
they  love  us,  they  have  shed  their  blood  for  us;  they  would 
do  so  again ;  they  look  upon  us  as  the  only  just  and  mer- 
ciful inhabitants  of  the  old  world,  and  impressed  with  these 
feelings,  their  attachment  to  our  Sovereign  amounts  almost 
to  veneration.  "  W/ien  tee  see  the  sun  rise  in  the  east," 
said  a  warrior  to  me  at  the  Great  Council  at  the  Maoi- 
toulin  Island,  "  it  t>  our  custom  to  say  to  our  young  men, 
there  i*  otir  Great  Father,  he  varmg  us,  he  clothes  us,  he 
gives  w*  all  Ke  desire." 

There  cat)  be  no  doubt  that  up  to  the  present  page  in  the 
history  of  the  British  empire  we  have  acted  welt  towards 
the  Indians.    What  thai  reflection  niiiy  intrinsically  be  worth 
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it  is  not  80  easy  to  determine^  as  every  man  will  perhaps 
estimate  it  differently;  however^  its  moral  value,  what* 
ever  it  may  he,  should  be  deducted  from  the  expense  of 
which  we  complain^  for  we  cannot  enjoy  both  advantages ; 
if  we  save  the  latter,  we  must  lose  the  former. 

In  reply  to  the  sec<Mid  objection^  namely^  "  that  according 
to  common  laws  among  nations  there  appears  to  be  no 
reason  why,  having  lost  all  dominion  over  and  interest  in 
the  United  States,  we  should  continue  to  make  annual  pay- 
ments to  any  portion  of  its  inhabitants  ;**  it  must  be  recol- 
lected that,  in  our  wars  with  the  Americans,  we  gladly 
availed  ourselves  of  the  services  of  the  Indians,  whom  inva- 
riably we  promised  we  would  never  desert.  In  these  pro- 
mises we  made  no  restriction  whatever  as  to  domicile;  when 
the  tribes  joined  us,  we  never  waited  to  ask  whence  they 
came ;  at  the  close  of  the  war,  when  their  surviving  warriors 
left  us,  we  never  prescribed  to  them,  where  they  should  go. 

It  will  be  asked,  in  what  way  were  these  our  promises 
made  7  It  is  difficult  to  reply  to  this  question,  as  it  involves 
the  character  of  the  Indian  race. 

An  Indian's  word,  when  it  is  formally  pledged,  is  one 
of  the  strongest  moral  securities  on  earth ;  like  the  rainbow 
it  beams  unbroken,  when  all  beneath  is  threatened  with 
annihilation. 

The  most  solemn  form  in  which  an  Indian  pledges  his 
word,  is  by  the  delivery  of  a  wampum  belt  of  shells,  and 
when  the  purport  of  this  symbol  is  once  declared,  it  is  re<» 
membered  and  handed  down  from  father  to  son,  with  an 
accuracy  and  retention  of  meaning,  which  is  quite  extraorr 
dinary. 

Whenever  the  belt  is  "produced,  every  minute  circum- 
stance which  attended  its  delivery  seems  instantly  to  be 
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brau^t  to  llfe>  ffid  such  in  thd  Bingtilid*  efibet  produeed  on 
A«  Indian's  mind  by  this  tidisiuaii^  thm  it  it  comtti<m  for 
him,  trhom  we  teim  '^  the  eatage,"  to  shed  tears  at  thesight 
Of  a  wampum  which  has  sloeettipiuiied  a  tntasage  fnm  his 
friend 

I  ba^e  mtsition^  these  facts,  bacause  they  wiU  explain 
the  oonfideiit  f^lianee  the  India&s  plaee  on  the  promises 
which^  aceotttpadied  by  the  ddifeiy  of  wmmjnxaia,  were 
made  to  them  by  out  genends  during  and  ait  the  condusion 
of  thd  American  wars. 

These  f ude  ceremonies  had  probably  little  effbet  upon 
out  aSieers,  but  they  sunk  deep  in  the  minds  of  the  In- 
dians ;  the  wampums  thus  given  have  been  preeerf  ed«  and 
are  now  entrusted  to  the  keeping  of  the  great  orator.  Si- 
gonah>  who  Was  present  at  the  council  I  attended  on  the 
Manitoulin  Island^  in  Lake  Huron^  and,  in  erery  sei»e, 
these  hieroglyphics  are  moral  affidavits  of  the  bygone 
transactions  to  which  they  relate.  On  our  part»  little  or 
nothing  documentary  exists ;  the  promises  which  were  made, 
whatever  they  might  have  been^  were  almost  invariably 
verbal — those  who  expressed  them  are  now  mouldering  in 
their  graves.  However,  the  regular  delivery  of  the  presents 
proves  and  corroborates  the  testimony  of  the  wampums, 
and,  by  whatever  sophistry  we  might  deceive  ourselves,  we 
could  never  succeed  in  explaining  to  the  Indians  of  the 
United  States  that  their  Great  Father  was  justified  in 
deserting  them. 

To  the  third  and  fourth  objections  I  have  nothing  to 
reply  ;  for  I  must  say  1  think  the  Americans  have  reason  for 
the  jealousy  they  express  at  the  British  Government  inter- 
fering, by  positively  arming  their  own  Indians,  with  whom 
they  are  at  war,  with  English  guns,  powder,  and  ball ;  I  also 
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eannot  detiy  that  a  gteat  pMportioti  of  th«  preMtita  we  give 
to  the  American  Indians  fbrm  a  tribtite  which  we  annually 
pay  16  the  shopkeepers  of  the  United  iStates. 

Havingr  endeavoured  aS  fcdrly  as  possible  to  explain  the 
ai*^iiientii  on  both  sides^  I  now  beg  leave  to  state  that,  aftei" 
ha^g  given  the  subject  cMsiderable  refleetiony  I  am  of 
opinion,  that  to  the  visiting  Indians  of  the  United  States 
we  cannot>  without  a  breach  of  faiths  diteetly  tefuite  tO  eon- 
tinue  the  presents^  which  by  the  wofd  of  our  generals  we 
have  promised,  and  which  by  long  custom  we  have  sanc- 
tioned ;  but  observing  that  the  minds  of  these  people  were 
wide  open  to  reasonable  conviction^  it  oeeurred  to  me  that 
it  would  not  be  difficult  to  explain  to  them  that  their 
Great  Father  was  still  willing  to  continue  presents  to  such 
of  his  red  children  as  lived  in  his  own  land,  but  that  in 
justice  to  the  Americans,  who  are  now  our  allies,  he  could 
not  arm  against  them  those  Indians  who  could  continue  to 
reside  in  the  territory  of  the  United  States ;  and  conse*' 
quently  that,  after  the  expiration  of  three  years,  presents 
would  be  given  only  to  those  of  our  red  children  who 
aetually  shall  inhabit  the  Canadas. 

I  did  not  formally  make  this  declaration  at  the  Great 
Council  at  the  Manitoulin  Island,  but  it  was  sufficiently 
hinted  to  them  to  be  clearly  understood,  and  as  far  as  I  could 
learn,  and  have  since  learned,  it  was  received  without  dis- 
approbation. 

I  would  therefore  recommend  that  this  declaration  should 
be  formally  announced  at  the  next  delivery  of  presents. 
The  Indians  in  the  United  States  would  thus  have  plenty 
of  time  to  prepare  for  the  change,  which  I  feel  quite  con- 
fident would  end  by  our  being  released  honourably  and 
altogether  from  an  engagement  which  I  certainly  think  we 
have  maintained  long  enough,  to  reward  liberally  the  United 
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StalM  Indians  for  the  senices  they  rendered  us  during  the 
war;  indeed  there  can  be  no  doubt  that  we  have  treated 
Iheir  warriors  infinitely  better  than  we  have  behaved  to  our 
own  veterans,  who,  blind,  wounded,  mutilated,  hel pleas,  and 
miserable,  are  at  this  moment  wandering  in  the  great  bush 
or  wilderness  of  Canada,  regretting  the  hour  that  they  ever 
improvidently  commuted  with  the  British  Govemmeat  their 
hard-earned  pensions. 

I  do  not  think  the  Indians  of  the  United  States  could  or 
would  complain  of  the  above  arrangement,  and  I  feel  cert^n 
that  though  a  few  would  at  first  imtnigrrate  to  CaBodo,  they 
would  not  long  reoiain  there. 

For  many  reaBons,  which  it  would  be  tedioua  to  your 
Lordship  that  I  should  detail,  I  would  recommead  that  tb« 
presflDts  to  the  viuting  Indiana  should  for  the  three  years 
be  delivered  at  the  Manitoulin  Island  only. 

The  expense  of  forwarding  the  presents  to  that  spot, 
though  leas  than  to  the  old  place  of  delivery,  (Drummond 
Island,)  is  greater  than  at  Penetanguishene  and  Amherst- 
burg ;  but  as  only  those  who  are  really  in  want  of  their 
presents  would  come  to  Manitoulin,  we  should  gain,  as 
indeed  we  did  gain  this  year,  by  that  arrangement  infi- 
nitely more  than  the  difference  of  expense  of  transport. 

In  a  memorandum  I  received  on  the  16th  July  last  from 
Mr.  Commissary  General  Routh,  many  of  whose  sugges- 
tions I  have  effected,  that  gentleman,  not  anticipating  the 
recommendation  I  have  now  made  for  the  ultimate  discon- 
tinuance of  presents  to  the  American  Indians,  proposed  to 
diminish  their  expense  by  substituting  strouds  instead  of 
cloth,  and  by  withholding  powder,  ball,  and  shot. 

Every  person  with  whom  I  have  consulted  is  of  opinion 
that  the  latter  privation  would  be  most  severely  felt  by  the 
Indian  hunter  who  lives  by  his  gun ;  however,  I  feel  con- 
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fident  that  Mr.  Routh  himself  will  agree  with  me  in  opi- 
nion, that  if  the  presents  to  all  Indians  residing  in  the 
United  States  are,  as  I  propose  to  be,  totally  discontinued 
at  80  early  a  period  as  the  expiration  of  three  years,  it 
would  be  unnecessary,  unadvisable^  and  ungenerous,  to 
make  any  deduction  from  the  pittance  or  gratuity  which  is 
80  shortly  to  be  withheld. 

Your  Lordship  is  aware  that  considerable  expenses  for 
building,  &c.,  were  incurred  at  the  Manitoulin  Island 
this  year ;  but  the  arrangement  was  made  by  Sir  John 
Colbome  before  I  arrived  here,  and  it  was  too  late  for  me 
to  alter  it;  however,  as  soon  as  I  got  there,  I  put  a  stop  to 
all  that  was  doing,  and  discharged  every  person  who  had 
been  engaged. 

Having  disposed  of  at  least  one-third  part  of  the  Indian 
presents,  and  the  expense  of  their  delivery,  I  certainly  re- 
spectfully recommend  that  we  should  continue  to  deliver 
them  to  those  few  Indians  who  continue  to  inhabit  Upper 
Canada. 

I  have  already  stated  that  this  expense  will  shortly  be 
defrayed  altogether  by  the  sale  of  the  lands  they  have 
this  year  liberally  surrendered  to  me ;  and  even  if  that  were 
not  to  be  the  case,  I  do  think  that,  enjoying  as  we  do,  pos- 
session of  this  noble  province,  it  is  our  bounden  duty  to 
consider  as  heir-looms  the  wreck  of  that  simple-minded, 
ill-&ted  race,  which,  as  I  have  already  stated,  is  daily  and 
yearly  fading  before  the  progress  of  civilization. 

We'have  only  to  bear  patiently  with  them  for  a  short 
time,  and  with  a  few  exceptions,  principally  half  castes, 
their  unhappy  race,  beyond  our  power  of  redemption,  will 
be  extinct. 

I  am  not  prepared  to  recommend  that  money  should  at 
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present  be  substituted  for  preeeBta  to  tbe  resideiit  Indkw 
in  this  province. 

Ist  Because  I  think>  unless  good  arrangoments  iwre 
previously  made^  the  Indians^  from  ^ir  improvidenl  habit|» 
would  in  many  places  be  left  destitute ;  and, 

2ndly.  Without  due  precaution,  a  money  ddivieiy  to  so 
many  men^  women  and  children,  might  possibly  be  attended 
by  very  great  impositions. 

Another  year's  experience  and  reflection  will,  I  make  bo 
doubt,  enable  me  ta  offer  to  your  Lordship  a  dedded 
opinion  on  this  subject,  as  I  am  quite  alif  e  to  the  advaatage 
which  we  should  gam  by  the  sub^tutioa  of  monej,  if  it 
could  be  properly  effected. 

In  the  expenses  of  the  Indian  department,  which  at  pre* 
sent  amount  to  1,610/.  17^.  lOrf.  per  amtioi,  I  am  of  opi- 
nion that  a  reduction  might  at  once  be  made  to  the  £aHowing 
extent,  (subject  to  moderate  pensions,  the  greater  pait  of 
which  might  be  in  grants  out  of  land  whioh  haa  lately  been 
ceded  to  me  by  the  Indians)  :— 

Three  superintendents  at  206/.  14*.  4t/. — 640/.  3*. 

One  interpreter  at  62/. — 62/. 

I  also  think  that  a  considerable  reduction  might  be  made 
in  the  contingencies,  which  at  present  amount  to  2,000/. 

With  respect  to  the  pensions,  which  amount  to  462/.,  I 
conceive  that  as  they  have  already  been  sanctioned,  they 
could  not  in  justice  be  repealed. 

In  conclusion  I  now  beg  leave  to  refer  to  my  despatch 
No.  31,  respecting  the  age  and  services  of  Colonel  Givins. 
I  conscientiously  concur  with  Sir  John  Colborne  and  Sir 
P.  Maitland  in  recommending  that,  in  the  evening  of  his 
long  and  well-spent  life,  this  officer  may  not  be  neglected 
by  Her  Majesty's  Government,  to  whose  service  he  has 
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been  more  than  half  a  century  unreoiittingly  and  deyotedly 
attached. 

His  name  is  so  identified  with  the  Indian  history  of  this 
country^  that  I  earnestly  hope  he  may  be  allowed  to  retire 
on  his  full  pay ;  he  has  a  large  family^  and  his  advanced 
age  must  prevent  his  long  receiving  the  remuneration  so 
strongly  recommended  by  Sir  J.  Colboume>  by  Sir  P. 
Maitland^  and  by  myself. 

To  replace  Colonel  Givins>  who  would  continue  to  assist 
^as  an  interpreter^  I  have  already  recommended^  in  my  de- 
spatch No.  81^  the  appointment  of  Mr.  Hepburn^  who  last 
year  has  without  salary  been  performing  the  duties  of  Chief 
Superintendent. 

I  am  decidedly  of  opinion  that  at  the  expiration  of  three 
years  a  still  further  reduction  may  be  made  in  the  Indian 
department^  and  that  its  expenses  of  every  description  will 
ere  long  be  completely  defrayed  by  the  lands  which  I  have 
lately  obtained  from  the  Indians. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be,  &c. 

F.  B.  Head. 

The  Lord  Qieneig. 
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ADDRESSES 

TO  SIR  FRANCIS  B.  HEAD  BART 

FBOM  THB 

LBGISLATURES  OF  THE  BRITISH  NORTH  AMERICAN 

OOLONIES, 

4rc.  8^0,  S^. 

OM  HIS 

RESIGNATION  OF  THE  GOVERNMENT 


or 


UPPER  CANADA. 


TORONTO: 
R.  Stahton,  Printer  to  the  Qobkn's  Most  Excellent  Majeitj. 

1838. 


MESSAGES,  &c. 


P.  B.  Head. 

The  Lieutenant-Governor  informg  the  Legislative 
Council^  that  in  consequence  of  this  province  being  invaded 
and  assailed  by  a  foreign  enemy^  and  being  the  scene  of 
actual  military  operations.  Colonel  Foster,  the  officer  in 
command  of  Her  Majesty's  land  forces,  has  assumed  the 
entire  military  authority  and  command  over  the  troops ; 
that  he  is  also  in  command  of  the  militia ;  and  that  the 
Commissary-General  at  Quebec  has  communicated  to  the 
officer  in  charge  of  the  commissariat  here^  that  consistently 
with  the  rules  of  the  service,  no  expenses  can  be  allowed 
unless  sanctioned  by  the  authority  of  the  military  com- 
mander^  upon  whom  the  protection  of  the  province  has  thus 
necessarily  devolved. 

The  Lieutenant-Governor  takes  this  opportunity  to  com- 
municate to  the  Legislative  Council^  that  having  had  the 
misfortune  to  differ  from  Her  Majesty's  Government  on 
one  or  two  points  of  colonial  policy,  he  felt  it  his  duty«  on 
the  10th  of  September  last,  respectfully  to  tender  to  Her 
Majesty's  principal  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  the 
resignation  of  the  important  station,  which,  for  a  short  time, 
he  has  had  the  honour  to  hold  in  this  province. 

His  resignation    having   been  graciously  accepted,  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  has  to  inform  the  Legislative  Council 
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that  he  yesterday  received  official  information  that  Her 
Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  appoint  Colonel  Sir  Greorge 
Arthur  to  be  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Upper  Canada,  and 
that  his  Excellency  may  be  expected  to  arrive  here  in  a 
few  days. 

Under  the  peculiar  circumstances  in  which  the  province 
is  at  present  placed,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  feels  confi- 
dent^ that  the  Legislative  Council  will  rejoice  with  him  at 
the  approaching  arrival  of  an  Officer  of  high  character  and 
considerable  experience,  whose  rank  in  the  amiy  will 
enable  him  to  combine  the  military  command  with  the 
civil  government  of  this  province. 

Government  House, 
15th  Jan.,  1838. 


To  His  Excellency  Sir  Francis  Bond  Head,  Baronet^  Knighi 
Commander  of  the  Royal  Hanoverian  Guelphic  Order ^  Knighi 
of  the  Prussian  Military  Order  of  Merits  Lieutenant  Gover- 
nor of  the  Province  of  Upper  Canada^  S^c,  S^.  4rc. 

May  it  please  Your  Excellency, 

We,  Her  Majesty's  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Leg-is- 
lative  Council  of  Upper  Canada,  in  Provincial  Parliament  as- 
sembled, hep:  to  return  our  respectful  thanks  to  your  Excellency, 
for  communicatinn:  to  us  the  fact,  which  is  at  this  crisis  particu- 
larly important,  that  by  the  reflations  of  Her  Mnjesty's  service 
the  command  of  the  troops,  and  of  the  militia  employed  in 
defence  of  this  province,  cannot  be  united  in  your  Excellency's 
person  with  the  administration  of  the  civil  government. 

If  your  Excellency  were  to  continue  to  represent  Her  Majesty 
in  this  colony,  we  are  persuaded,  that  under  present  circum- 
stances, such  a  separation  of  the  civil  power  from  the  militar\ 
command  would  be  likely  to  lead  to  very  unfortunate  resulUi, 
since  military  rank  and  experience,  althoujrh  they  are  by  no 
means  incompatible  with  the  peculiar  qualifications  which  are 
reiiuisite  to  give  confirience,  animation,  and  effect,  to  themilitanr 
force,  are  not  always  to  be  found  united  with  them. 
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We  be^  to  assure  your  Excellency  that  we  learn  with  extreme 
regret,  that  the  civil  government  of  this  province  is  to  con- 
tinue for  so  short  a  time  in  your  Excellency's  charge.  It  is  not 
known  to  us  upon  what  particular  points  your  Excellency's 
views  have  differed  so  essentially  from  those  of  Her  Majesty's 
Government,  that  your  Excellency  was  induced  to  tender  your 
resignation ;  but  we  know,  that  at  no  period  in  the  history  of 
Upper  Canada  has  its  political  condition  been  such  as  ought  to 
be  more  satisfactory  to  the  ministers  of  the  Crown  :  and  we  feel 
that  not  Upper  Canada  only,  but  the  empire,  owes  to  your  Ex- 
cellency a  large  debt  of  gratitude,  for  your  firm  and  manly 
avowal,  upon  all  occasions,  of  those  sentiments  which  became  the 
representative  of  a  British  monarch,  and  for  the  unwavering 
support  which  your  Excellency  has  never  failed  to  give  to  the 
established  principles  of  the  constitution. 

It  is  this  fearless  adherence  to  right  principles,  rather  than  to 
expediency,  which  has  enabled  your  Excellency  to  rally  round 
the  i^overnnient,  in  a  moment  of  danger,  the  arms  of  an  united 
people  :  and  to  exhibit  this  province  to  our  Sovereign  and  to  the 
world,  in  a  posture  which  must  command  for  its  brave  and  loyal 
inhabitants  the  highest  admiration  and  respect. 

If  the  result  of  your  Excellency's  firm  and  uncompromising 
policy  shall  impress  upon  Her  Majesty's  Government  the  con- 
viction, that  they  need  not  fear  to  support  in  Upper  Canada  the 
principles  of  the  British  constitution,  it  will  have  produced  an 
effect  off  infinite  value  to  this  colony ;  and  will  have  supplied 
what  we  believe  has  been  chiefly  wanting  to  insure  its  perma- 
nent tranquillity. 

But  the  Legislative  Council  cannot  refrain  from  expressing 
the  regret  with  which  they  have  observed,  in  the  case  of  your 
Excellency,  and  of  your  respected  and  gallant  predecessor,  that 
your  connexion  with  the  government  of  this  colony  has  seemed 
incapable  of  being  protracted,  with  satisfaction  to  yourselves, 
beyond  the  period  when  it  became  evident  that  no  submission 
would  be  made  by  you  to  a  spirit  of  factious  discontent,  which 
nothing  can  appease  but  the  destruction  of  British  rule. 

We  beg  your  Excellency  to  believe,  that  the  Legislative 
Council  will  ever  entertain  a  grateful  recollection  of  the  justice 
and  condescension  which  they  have  always  had  occasion  to 
aclinowledge  in  their  intercourse  with  your  Excellency ;  and  that 
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they  pariidpate  deeply  in  the  fi^ing^  of  general  regret  at  yoor 
Excellency's  approaching  departure  from  this  provinee. 

John  B.  Robinson,  ^peoJ^er. 
Legislative  Council  Chamber, 
17th  day  of  Jan.,  183a 


F.  B.  Head. 

The  Lieutenant-Governor  informs  the  House  of 
Assembly,  that  in  consequence  of  this  province  being  in- 
vaded and  assailed  by  a  foreign  enemy,  and  being  the  scene 
of  actual  military  operations.  Colonel  Foster,  the  ctBcer  in 
command  of  Her  Majesty's  land  forces,  has  assumed  the 
entire  military  authority  and  command  over  the  troops; 
that  he  is  also  in  command  of  the  militia ;  and  that  the 
Commissary-General  at  Quebec  has  communicated  to  the 
officer  in  charge  of  the  commissariat  here,  ih^t  consistently 
with  the  rules  of  the  service,  no  expenses  can  be  allowed 
unless  sanctioned  by  the  authority  of  the  military  com- 
mander, upon  whom  the  protection  of  the  proviace  has 
thus  necessarily  devolved. 

The  Lieutenant-Governor  takes  this  opportunity  to  com- 
municate to  the  House  of  Assembly,  that  having  had  the 
misfortune  to  differ  from  Her  Majesty's  Grovernment,  on 
one  or  two  points  of  colonial  policy,  he  felt  it  his  duty,  on 
the  10th  of  September  last,  respectfully  to  tender  to  Her 
Majesty's  principal  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies  the 
resignation  of  the  important  station  which,  for  a  short  time, 
he  has  had  the  honour  to  hold  in  this  province. 

His  resignation  having  been  graciously  accepted,  the 
Lieutenant-Governor  has  to  inform  the  House  of  Assembly, 
that  he  yesterday  received  official  information  that  Her 
Majesty  has  been  pleased  to  appoint  Colonel  Sir  George 
Arthur  to  be  Lieuienant-Governor  of  Upper  Canada,  and 
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Ihttt  bk  JSacoeUeoM^  may  be  ezpacted  to  arrive  here  in  a  few 
days. 

Under  the  peculiar  circumstances  in  which  the  province 
is  at  present  placed^  the  Lieutenant-Governor  feels  con- 
fident, that  the  House  of  Assembly  will  rejoice  with  him  at 
the  approaching  arrival  of  an  officer  of  high  character  and 
considerable  experience,  whose  rank  in  the  army  will 
enable  him  to  combine  he  military  command  with  the 
civil  government  of  this  province. 

Government  House, 
i5th  Jan.  1838. 


To  His  Excellency  Sir  F.  B.  Hbao,  BL,  &c.  Ac.  &c. 

Mat  it  please  Your  EIxcbllency, 

Wb,  Her  Majesty's  dutiAil  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Com- 
mons House  of  Assembly,  in  Provincial  Parliament  assembled, 
humbly  thank  your  Excellency  for  your  Excellency's  message 
of  the  15th  instant,  communicating  to  this  House,  that  **  in  eon* 
sequence  of  this  province  being  invaded  and  assailed  by  a 
foreign  enemy,  and  being  the  scene  of  actual  military  opera- 
tions. Colonel  Foster,  the  officer  in  command  of  Her  Majesty's 
and  forces,  has  assumed  the  entire  military  authority  and  com- 
mand over  the  troops ;  that  be  is  also  in  command  of  the  militia ; 
and  that  the  Commissary-General  at  Quebec  has  communicated 
to  the  officer  in  charge  of  the  commissariat  here,  that  consistently 
with  the  rules  of  the  service,  no  expenses  can  be  allowed  unless 
sanctioned  by  the  authority  of  the  military  commander,  upon 
whom  the  protection  of  the  province  has  thus  necessarily  de- 
volved. 

In  reference  to  this  subject,  we  can  only  express  our  earnest 
hope  that  this  regulation,  which  the  rules  of  the  service  a;ppewc 
to  have  rendered  necessary,  may  in  no  respect  impair  the  effi- 
ciency of  the  operations  hitherto  planned  and  directed  by  yonr 
Excellency,  with  so  much  success  for  the  preservation  and  de- 
fence of  the  province  against  the  attack  of  foreign  and  domestic 
enemies. 


.  We  are  further  infurmed  by  your  Excellencj,  thU  having  had 
the  misforlune  to  difier  from  Her  Majesty's  Oovemment,  on  om 
or  two  points  of  colonial  policy,  your  Excellency  felt  it  your 
duty,  on  the  lOlh  of  September  last,  respeclfully  to  lender  lo 
Her  Majesty's  principal  Secretary  of  Stale  for  the  Colonifi 
ibe  resignation  of  the  importaut  station  which,  for  a  short  tine, 
youi  Excellency  has  had  the  honour  to  hold  in  thi>i  province, 
and  that  your  Excellency's  resig'nation  had  been  gradoualy  ac* 
cepted. — When  this  House  recalls  to  recollection  tlie  events  of 
your  Excellency's  administration  of  the  af^ira  of  this  province — 
the  universal  respect  and  confidence  with  which  you  are  re- 
garded, arising  from  your  Excellency's  firm  and  uncompro- 
mifiing  adherence  in  the  principles  of  ibe  constitution,  and  which 
has  afforded  to  the  inhabitants  of  this  colony  various  opporln- 
nities  of  proving,  not  by  words  merely,  but  by  acta  tbe  most  con- 
vincing and  undeniable,  their  firm  unshaken  loyalty  to  their 
Sovereign,  and  their  desire  to  maintain  their  connexion  with 
the  parent  slate,  in  contradiction  (o  assertions  and  insiQualiooi 
of  a  contrary  tendency,  we  cannot  but  view  wiih  alarm  the  dis- 
closure now  made,  that  your  Excellency  has  felt  yourself  called 
upon  lo  resign  the  administraltoii  of  ihe  government  on  tibt 
'  grounds  stated  in  your  Excellency's  Mesoage. 

If  your  Excellency's  measures  and  policy  have  not  girett 
satiafaclion  to  our  gracious  Queen,  we  are  driven  to  inqaiK,  Ib 
the  most  humble  and  respectful,  but  aolenin  Dianncr,  what 
course  of  policy  it  is  that  is  expected  by  Her  Uajestj  fhrn  Hei 
Majesty's  representative  in  Utis  province?  Deeply  imprcMtd 
with  the  duty  of  submissioa  to  the  conBlitutional  exerdM  tat  tht 
royal  prerogative,  we  do  not  question  the  right  oT  the  Sorereign 
to  select  Her  representatives  in  this  or  any  other  ctdony  flf  the 
empire  ;  but  we  nevertheless  feel  ourselves  impelled  bj  k  sefne 
of  duty,  suggested  hy  a  desire  to  maintain  oar  allegknee  (end 
which,  on  our  part,  can  never  be  laid  a«de  or  forfpMta), 
humbly,  but  earnestly  and  emphatically  to  declare,  that  if  any- 
thing be  calculated  to  shake  the  attachment  of  Her  M^eatj^ 
now  truly  loyal  and  devoted  subjects  to  Her  royal  person  aad 
government,  it  is  by  acts  of  injustice,  or  (he  maDifcMalian  of 
ungenerous  distrust  towards  servants,  who  have  served  tbc 
British  nation  so  faiihrully  and  nnbly  as  your  Exoelleney  has 
done,     it  will  be  the  duty  of  this  House,  belure  the  close  of  Iks 
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present  seauon,  and  when  more  fully  informed  of  facts,  to  ex- 
press more  at  large  the  feelings 'and  opinions  they  entertain  on 
this  painfully  interesting  and  important  subject. 

In  the  mean  time,  we  beg  to  assure  your  Excellency,  that  this 
House,  and  the  people  of  the  province,  will  regard  your  Excel- 
lency's relinquishment  of  its  government  as  a  calamity  of  thft 
most  serious  nature,  and  which  may  result  in  difficulties  and  dis- 
sensions that  cannot  be  easily  repaired  or  reconciled.  We  how- 
ever are  fully  persuaded,  that  the  blame  cannot  rest  with  your 
Excellency  ;  and  while  we  sincerely  and  most  willingly  acknow- 
ledge the  ceal,  ability,  justice  and  honourable  disinterestedness, 
with  which  you  have  conducted  the  government  of  this  province 
during  your  short  but  eventful  and  arduous  administration  of  its 
affiurs,  we  beg  respectfidly  and  affectionately  to  express,  on  be- 
half of  thb  province,  our  earnest  hope,  that  your  Excellency's 
prosperity  in  future  life  may  be  commensurate  with  the  claims, 
deep  and  lasting  as  they  are,  upon  our  gpratitude — the  approba- 
tion of  our  gracious  Queen— and  the  applause  and  acknowledg- 
ment of  the  British  nation. 

H.  RuTTAN,  Speaker. 
Commons  House  of  Assembly, 

lethday  of  Jan.  1836. 


To  HU  ExceUency  Sir  F.  B.  Hbad,  B/.,  &c.  &c.  &c. 

Mat  it  pleasb  Your  Excellency,' 

Wi,  Her  Migesty's  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Legis- 
lative Council  of  Upper  Canada,  in  Provincial  Pturliament  as- 
sembled, humbly  pray  that  your  Excellency  will  be  pleased  to 
transmit  to  this  House  copies  of  so  much  of  your  Excellency's 
correspondence  with  the  Right  Honourable  the  Secretary  of 
State  for  the  Colonies,  as  relates  to  your  Excellency's  resignation 
of  the  government  of  this  province,  embracing  the  matter  of 
polky  upon  which  your  Excellency  had  the  mii^ortuue  to  differ 
from  Her  Majesty's  Government,  so  far  as  the  same  may,  in 
your  Excellency's  opinion,  be  with  propriety  communicated. 

John  B.  Robinson,  Speaker. 
Legislative  Council  Chamber, 
19th  day  of  Jan.,  1838. 


\ 


kfiVKttVtit. 

His  Earellrna/'f  Hfply- 
Honourablk  Gentlemen, 

It  would  afford  me  the  greHtest  satiafaciion  lolrans- 
mit  to  the  Legislative  Council,  according  lo  its  request,  to 
much  of  my  correspondence  with  the  Right  Hooourable 
the  Secretary  of  State  for  the  Colonies,  aa  relates  to  my 
resignation  of  thi'  government  of  this  province ;  but,  afl^r 
deliberate  consideration,  I  have  come  to  the  conclusion,  thai 
the  publicaljon  of  these  documents  might,  under  existing 
circumstances,  embarrass  my  successor,  and  might  be  con-- 
sidered  as  a  violation  of  official  confidence. 

So  long  as  [  remain  in  the  service  of  H«r  Mttjetty's 
Government,  1  do  not  consider  myself  justified  in  defending 
my  own  conduct,  by  any  vindication  that  may  embarrass 
their  policy. 

Government  House,  22d  Jan.,  1638.  , 

To  Hit  Excellency  Sir  F.  B.  Head,  Bu,  &c.  &c.  Ac        .1 
May  it  please  Yooh  Excellbncv,  \ 

We,  Her  MajcHly'a  dutiful  and  loyal  subjects,  the  Com- 
mons of  Upper  Canada,  in  Provincial  Parliament  sswmblcd, 
humbly  request  that  your  Escelkocy  will  be  pleased  to  h; 
before  this  House  tbe  correspondeDce  between  Her  Hajeity^ 
Qovemment  and  your  Excellency,  which  induced  your  £zc^ 
lency  to  tender  your  resi^DBtum  of  tbe  government  of  this  pio- 
vince ;  aad  also  auy  subsequent  correspondence  between  Her 
Majesty's  Oovenuneal  and  your  Excellency,  aa  the  same  subject. 

H.  RuTTAH,  Speaker. 
Commons  House  of  Assembly, 

18th  Jan.,  1838. 

HU  Excdlenof't  Rtplt/. 
Gentlsmbn, 

Nothing,  at  this  moment,  would  be  so  gmti^ring  to 
my  feeliuga  as  to  lay  before  the  Uouie  tii  i 
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correspondence  between  Her  Majesty^s  Government  and 
myself^  which  induced  me  to  tender  my  resignation  of  the 
government  of  this  province ;  but,  after  deliberate  considera- 
tion, I  have  come  to  the  conclusion,  that  the  publication  of 
these  documents  might,  under  existing  circumstances,  em- 
barrass my  successor,  and  might  be  considered  as  a  viola- 
tion of  official  confidence. 

So  long  as  I  remain  in  the  service  of  Her  Majesty's 
Grovemment,  I  do  not  consider  myself  justified  in  defending 
my  own  conduct,  by  any  vindication  that  may  embarrass 
their  policy. 

Gk>vemment  House,  22d  Jan.,  1838. 


F,  B.  Head. 

His  Excellency,  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  has  much 
pleasure  in  transmitting  to  the  Legislative  Council  a  highly 
gratifying  communication  fi*om  his  Excellency  the  Lieute- 
nant-Grovemor  of  New  Brunswick,  accompanying  a  unani- 
mous joint  vote  of  thanks  from  the  two  Houses  of  the  Legis- 
lature of  that  province  to  the  militia  of  Upper  Canada,  for 
their  gallant  conduct,  in  so  ably,  promptly,  and  energetically 
suppressing  the  hXe  rebellion  in  this  province. 

Government  House,  Jan.  22d,  1838. 

(A  limiUr  Message  to  the  House  of  Assembly.) 


Gofenunent  House,  Frederidon,  New  Bnmswick,  Jen.  6th,  1838. 
Sia, 

With  the  highest  satisfaction  I  comply  with  the  wishes 
of  the  Legislative  Council  and  House  of  Assembly  of  this  pro- 
vinoe,  by  transmitting  to  your  Excellency  Resolutions  jointly 
concurred  in  by  these  bodies,  tendering  to  your  Excellency,  and 
to  the  gallant  militia  of  Upper  Canada,  the  unanimous  thanks 
of  the  LegisUtare,  and  of  Uie  people  of  New  Brunswick,  for  the 
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Me,  prompt,  anrt  ene^elic  suppression  by  ihem,  and  by  your 
Excellency,  unaided  by  any  porlion  of  Her  Majesty's  troops, 
of  ihe  late  insurrection  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Totoulo. 

In  doing  this,  I  beg  to  add  llie  enpression  of  my  warmes 
roncurrence  in  the  sentiments  embodied  in  those  resolatiuai, 
with  tlie  assurance  that,  while  we  feel  the  most  entire  confidence 
in  Ihe  abiUly  of  Her  Majesty's  loyal  subjects  of  LTppet  Cfuiada, 
under  your  Excellency's  guidance,  lo  put  down  rebellion  wlief- 
ever  it  may  show  itself,  yet  we  cannol  but  regret  that  our  remol« 
position  with  rtspect  to  that  "'""ince  jirevents  our  offering  our 


e  active  co-operatio 

Ibm 


His  Excellency  Sir  F.  B.  H« 


led)  J.  lliKVKV, 

nrral,  Litulenanl-Gorrrnor. 


New  BniT>"  ne  of  Auembly.  Ju.  3th.  1838. 

Resolved  utianimotisly-  thanks  of  this  proviiiw  »« 

due,  and  should  be  presen  ir  Francis  Bond  Head,  and 

the  gallant  militia  of  Uppe,  ,  for  their  able,  promjit,  and 

energetic  suppression  of  the  lion  which   lately  took  place 

in  the  neighbourhood  ot  Toronto. 

Resolved  vnammouily — Thai  the  conduct  of  onr  fUlow-^l^fcli 
ID  Upper  Canada,  on  this  inenionble  occaaion,  bo  fitUj  in  acopid- 
BDce  with  their  former  lugh  spirit  and  chmracter,  *0bnfe  m  gloiioiM 
example  lo  the  uster  colonies;  and  cannot  Ail  to  qnickra  Ifac 
nal  and  animate  the  exertions  of  every  loyal  heart  in  these 
colonies,  in  support  and  defence  of  the  liberties  they  eiyoy  tuder 
British  laws  and  institutions. 

Retolved  unanwumsly — That  o«r  fellow-sal^ects  hi  Dppn 
Canada  may  rest  assured  of  the  lively  sympathy  of  the  inhaUtuti 
of  this  province,  in  their  loyally  and  patriotic  ardour,  and  of  ovr 
most  lealous  co-operation  in  Diaintaining  the  royal  autharitta, 
and  iheinestimableadvunlagefiof  our  conneiion  with  the  mothec 
country. 

(Signed)  CaAiLsa  P.  Wsmoai, 

CM  <^Ammtlf. 
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New  Bniniwick,  Houm  of  Assembly,  Jan.  5th,  1838. 
Betclved  unanimously — That  an  humble  Address  be  presented 
to  his  Excellency  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  praying  that  his 
Excellency  will  be  pleased  to  transmit  these  Resolutions  to  his 
Excellency,   Sir  Francis  Bond  Head,   Lieutenant-Governor  of 
Upper  Canada. 

/?etoZve<2— That  the  Legislative  Council  be  requested  to  join 
in  these  Resolutions. 

(Signed)  Charlbs  P.  Wetmorb, 

CUrk  of  Asgembly. 


New  Brunswick,  Legislative  Council  Chamber,  Jan.  5th,  1838. 
Resolved  unanimouily — That  this  House  doth  most  heartily 
concur  in  the  Resolutions  of  the  House  of  Assembly,  on  the 
subject  of  the  insurrection  in  Upper  Canada. 

(Signed)  Wm.  Tyng  Peters,  Clerk. 


Government  House,  Halifax,  6th  Feh.,  1838. 
Sir, 

At  the  request  of  the  Legislative  Council  of  this  province, 
I  have  the  pleasure  to  transmit  to  your  Excellency  the  enclosed 
resolutions  of  that  honourable  body,  expressing  their  high  ad- 
miration of  the  energetic  measures  adopted  by  your  Excellency 
to  suppress  the  recent  rebellious  outbreak  in  Upper  Canada,  and 
offering  their  thanks  to  Colonel  Allan  Napier  MacNab,  and  the 
militia  under  his  command,  for  their  gallant  conduct  on  that 
occasion. 

I  have  the  honour  to  be.  Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  most  obedient. 
Humble  servant. 
His  Excellency  Sir  F.  B.  Head,  Bt.,  C.  Campbell. 

&c.        &c.         &c. 


LegislatiYe  Council  Chamber,  29th  Jan.,  1838. 
On  motion  of  Mr.  Stewart,  seconded  by  Mr.  Ousely : — 
Resolved  unanimously — That  while   the   members    of    this 
House  view  with  the  deepest  regret  the  existence  of  rebellion  in 
the  provinces  of  Lower  and  Upper  Canada,  they  cannot  refrain 


iirr  ■«■  ifciHB^huiit  4m  Bribi*  North  AoMtieu  ColoMCs. 

Xcwbetf  VHUMMHlgr— That  the  gmtM  ■dEBOwkdgnenlBdr 
Ibk  Houe  cMgfct  *o  be  imnwiiiBteilT  conwycd  to  htt  Excelleotf 
S»  PtucM  Bo«d  Head,  the  limcMBt-Govcnor  of  Upprr 
C«MdA.  fcr  ihe  pMHntioa  with  wbicb  he  diBCVicml  Mid  Un 
firm,  pntmpL,  and  cuergHic  msnfier  ia  which  be  b«Bfd  and  de- 
feated, the  laad  designs  of  tn"  is  men  to  rob  and  nnirder 
ihnie  wbD  pn^  ibe  blewings  ol  ibe  Bntish  government  to 
RpubficBB  institations ;  but  more  especial!;  fbr  the  noble- 
minded  refia»ce  apoa  the  coarase  and  tonltv  of  tbe  people  alone, 
bjr  which  he  was  enabled  to  render  most  important  aid  towards 
the  aujyresaion  of  ibe  annatural  rcbeJiKW  in  Lawer  Canada. 

RetoleeJ  vnaidmotattf — That  ibe  thantu  of  this  Home  are 
also  due  to  Colonel  Albn  Napier  MacNab,  and  the  loyal  militia 
of  Upper  Csaada,  for  their  grallanf  conduct  in  crushing  in  its 
imbiatj  tbii  rebeffiaaa  attcnpt,  aad  ia  athibitia|t  a  aoble  cxanple 
of  Ihe  qiirit  with  irindi  Her  Hijest/a  North  Anericaa  MtQMlK 
are  determined  to  preatrw  their  eoBnexiiMi  with  their  tatifhiu- 
coontr;,  and  to  put  down  all  endeavours  to  weaken  or  deatroy  it> 

Beiolved  vnaiamotuljf — Tliat  this  House  view,  with  aatanidi- 
ment  and  regret,  the  support  and  assistance  which,  in  a  time  of 
pftdtmnd  peace  and  amity  bMween  the  two  garerainenta,  have 
been  afforded  to  the  eipatriated  rebels  by  many  eitisens  of  the 
American  Union  ;  and  this  House  tmata,  that  the  efforts  of  tbe 
general  govemmenl  of  the  United  Stalea  will  not  be  remitted 
ontil  such  of  its  dliuns  as  have  been  gnilty  of  so  unjustifiable  a 
Yiolation  of  the  existing  treaty  and  the  law  of  nations  diall  be 
punished  with  that  seventy  wbidi  they  deserve. 

Retalved  mumimoutly — That  while  this  House  recognise  in 
the  British  soldier  that  detfotion  to  his  sovereign  and  connliy 
which  hss  I^  to  the  effectual  suppression  of  the  rebellion  in 
Lower  Canada,  and  also  to  a  long  and  dreary  march  at  this  in- 
clement season,  they  cannot  but  reJtHCe  that  the  afaoencc  of  the 
troops  from  ihe  Upper  Province  has  sfibrded  gratiryiiig  and  ir- 
renistible  evidence  of  the  deep-rooted  attachment  of  the  peo(^  la 
the  British  constitution. 

Rftolvfd  vnanimoiuly — That  an  bumble  address  be  preaented 
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to  his  Excellency  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  praying  thai  he  will 
be  pleased  to  transmit  these  resolutions  to  his  Excellency  Sir 
Francis  Bond  Head,  the  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Upper  Canada. 

John  C.  Hallibubton,  Clerk, 


I#egitUtive  Council  Chamber,  3  lit  Jul,  1S38. 

Resolved — That  Mr.  Stewart,  Mr.  Smith,  and  Mr.  Ratchford 
do  wait  upon  his  Excellency  the  Lieutenant-Governor,  and 
present  to  him  the  address  and  resolutions  agreed  to  on  the 
29th  of  this  present  month  of  January. 

John  C.  Hallibubton,  CUrk. 


To  His  Excellency  Sib  F.  B.  Head,  B^9&c.  &c.  &c. 

Mat  it  plbase  Youb  Excbllbnct, 

Wb  the  undersigned,  on  behalf  of  the  Eixecutive  Com- 
mittee of  the  Constitutional  Association  of  Quebec,  having  been 
informed  that  your  Excellency  is  about  to  retire  from  the  govern- 
ment of  Upper  Canada,  feel  ourselves  impelled,  as  well  by  a 
sense  of  justice  to  your  Excellency's  person  as  by  a  sense  of  duty 
to  our  beloved  Queen,  to  express  our  deep  regret  at  your  Ex- 
cellency's intended  departure ;  and  although  circumstances  have 
placed  your  Excellency  beyond  our  reach  for  the  more  intimate 
and  [private  relations  of  life,  yet  upon  public  grounds  we  feel 
4Hir8elves  called  upon  to  acquaint  your  Excellency  that  we  deeply 
deploie  the  causes  which  have  led  your  Excellency  to  resign  the 
high  and  important  station  you  have  held  in  our  sbter  province, 
the  duties  of  which  you  have  so  ably  and  so  iaithAiUy  discharged. 
The  passing  events  in  Upper  Canada  could  not  but  be  re- 
gaided  by  us  as  of  the  most  vital  importance  to  this  province, 
and  entertaining  this  view,  we  have  watched  with  the  utmost 
anxiety  your  Exceliencv's  administration.     We  have  followed  you 
through  youi  pruApcruus  career,    and  particularly  during  the 
eventiiil  period  of  the  late  rebellion,  as  whilst  recording  as  we  now 
do,  by  this  Address,  our  admiration  of  your  public  conduct,  we 
venture  to  express  the  hope  that  Her  Majesty's  Ministers  will  at 
length  be  convinced  that  the  principles  of  the  British  constitution 
alone  are  applicable  to  the  good  government  of  these  provinces. 
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At  a  (ifne  when  'conMli[iili<>nal  goT^miiE'ni  has  led  to  such 
happy  results  from  (he  exercise  of  a  sound  discretion,  accom- 
pnnied  l>y  b  dignified  and  uxi  com  prom  ising  course  of  policy, 
tvliich  has  conspicuously  marked  your  Escellency'.s  administra- 
tion in  Upper  Canada,  we  are  irresistibly  led  to  attribute  the 
present  deplorable  condition  of  the  British  and  Irish  inhabitants 
of  this  province  to  a  weak  and  vacillating  policy,  so  directly  op- 
posite to  that  pursued  by  your  Etcellency. 

We,  therefore,  deeply  sympathise  with  the  inhabitants  t^  our 
dister  province  on  the  loss  they  •»•'"  so  universally  feel  on  the 
occasion  of  your  Excellency's  departure. 

In  respectfully  otfcring  our  sincere  wishes  for  your  Excellency's 
future  happiness,  and  that  of  Lady  Head  and  family,  we  feel 
that  we  speak  the  sentiments  of  the  whole  body  of  Constitu' 
lioualista  in  this  district,  in  expressing  the  hope,  nay  the  con- 
viction, that  your  valuable  talents  will  ever  be  enlisted  in  behalf 
of  these  provinces,  and  that  the  important  services  you  have 
already  rendered  to  Upper  Canada,  and  the  empire  at  largie,  will 
receive  that  well  merited  reward — the  approbation  of  our  most 
gndoiM  Bod  beloved  Qneen.  '■ 

(Sgned)  A.  Stdi&t,  Chairmaa,  . 

Province  of  Lover  Canada,  W.  Bribtom,  Secretoiy. 

Quebec  24th  Feb.,  1838. 

Montreal,  ISthHaich,  1838. 
Sir, 

A  l«r^  and  respectable  meeting  of  citiicns,  who  long  to 
leetify  their  gratefiil  admiration  of  the  talent,  firmness,  and  iu- 
t^rily  which  b&ve  uniformly  distinguished  your  brief  but  event- 
Alt  administration  of  the  government  of  Upper  Canada,  has 
deputed  ua  to  inquire,  whether  you  will  so  far  gratify  and  honour 
them  u  to  accept  of  a  public  dinner  during  your  uitioipated 
preeence  in  Montreal. 

We  have  the  honour  to  be, 
With  the  taif^st  conaideralion  and  respect.  Sir, 

Tour  most  obedient  and  fiuthful  servants, 

(Signed)         PrriR  H'Gill, 
John  Molsom, 
To  Sir  P.  B.  Head,  Bt,  Adam  Thum. 

Ac.        Ac. 
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Toronto,  March  19  1838. 

Gentlemen^ 

It  has  afforded  me  unexpected  gratification  to  learn 
from  your  letter  of  the  13th  instant,  which  I  have  this  mo- 
ment received,  that  a  large  and  respectable  body  of  the 
citizens  of  Montreal  have  done  me  the  honour  to  invite  me 
to  a  public  dinner  during  my  presence  in  Montreal. 

I  beg  you  will  be  so  good  as  to  offer  to  the  gentlemen 
who  have  evinced  such  a  desire  my  sincere  thanks  for  this 
flattering  testimony  of  their  good  opinion,  which  I  can 
truly  assure  them  I  most  sensibly  appreciate ;  at  the  same 
time  I  request  they  will  do  me  the  additional  favour  of 
permitting  me  to  express  a  desire  not  to  avail  myself  of 
their  obliging  invitation  to  a  public  dinner. 

On  retiring  from  this  government  I  shall,  to  the  utmost 
of  my  ability,  continue  to  render  to  the  Canadas  every 
assistance  in  my  power ;  but  I  trust,  on  reflection,  you  will 
Agree  with  me  in  the  opinion  that,  on  r.iy  journey  to  Eng- 
land, I  should  in  no  place  do  anything  that  can  tend 
directly  or  indirectly  to  agitate  a  discussion  of  any  of  those 
questions  in  which  the  people  of  the  Canadas,  as  well  as 
myself,  feel  so  deeply  interested. 

I  have  the  honouj  to  be, 
Gentlemep. 
Your  most  obedient  humble  servant 

(Signed)        F.  B.  Hkad. 
The  Hon.  Peter  M'Gill. 

John  Molson,  Esq. 
Adam  Thom,  Esq. 


Quebec,  22d  March,  1838. 
Sir, 

The  citizens   of  Quebec,    being    desirous  of  marking  their 

sense  of  your  Excellency's  character  and  services  during  the 

c 


vrtnitfiil  period  of  your  gOTernmrat  of  Upper  Can«da,  haw,  at 
pallHc  ■DHling',  convened  al  ibe  Eichnngc  on  Wednesday 
flat  I«ilUt,naolve>!  thai  a  public  eDCertaJnment  should  be  gii 
ArAnlolijactiB  till"  cily,  and  Ibut  your  RxceiWncy  Ehould 
ianHbd  thareU^  dtuiiUl  it  be  your  jntemion  t»  visit  Quebec  prior 
to  jcnr  ntnra  to  England. 

Ib  csnjing  (hit  resolution  into  efTecl,  lh«  tmdersi^ned  com- 
■iUcB  IwM  WW  the  lioiioor  or  requesting  your  Excellency  (a 
■oe^  a  puUle  dinner  on  tlie  part  of  the  citizens  of  Quebec, 
waj  day  «AMl  nay  »uit  your  E^cetlamuy's  ci>uveuie»c«  after  ]< 
m^mi  iadwdtj. 

A  duplkati  of  this  letter  has  been  fi<rwarr!c<l  (O  Kingston 
A— t.J  to  yoar  Ehceilcnrj. 

We  ban  Um  hinon  tb  ba 
Your  &eanaw7^  MM  iliiirnmillwMg) 

T.H.8W 
J. 
Hli  fiiMBaMr  Kr  P.  B.  H«Hi  Bb. 
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To  Hit  BnMtnry  Sia  F.  3.  HiiD,  Bt.  Ac.  Ac  Ac 

M»Y  IT  PLKkSK  Yooa  ExCBLLBKcr, 

We,  ber  Majesty's  dutiful  and  loyal  eubiecia,  the  olBcen, 
non-com misisioaed  officers,  and  privates  of  Ihe  five  battalions  of 
Montreal  Loyal  Volunleers,  cannot  allow  your  Excellency  lo 
depart  from  your  gOTernmeat  of  the  province  oT  Upper  Canada 
without  expressing  to  you  our  bi^  admiration  of  your  Ei- 
ce)lenc)-'s  upright,  uncompTomising,  and  coastiinlianal  adminb- 
tnlion  of  the  duties  of  your  exalted  and  important  oSice. 

In  presuming  to  address  your  Frri  llrnrj  ai  TnbMli  <  i  aotdien. 
ire  feel  asstired,  by  the  noble  example  which  has  been  ao  lately 
exhibited  to  us  by  your  Excellency,  that  onr  aentiineBta  will,  ia 
your  bosom,  meet  a  sympathetic  feeling  of  ardent  loyalty  lo  oar 
beloved  Queen,  and  of  undeviating  adhereo 
institutions  of  onr  fatherland,  ol~  which  it  was  a 
dcsigneJ  ibat  ire  abouU  haw  the  h^»p4a 
corner  of  (he  BritbD  enpire,  to  enjoy  the  aa^tla  Ueaaaga. 
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In  your  Excellency's  administration  of  the  affairs  of  Upper 
Canada,  as  well  as  in  that  of  your  gallant  predecessor,  our  es- 
teemed Commander-in-chief,  we  joyfully  recognise  that  rejection 
of  hollow  expediency,  and  that  adherence  to  pure  and  sterling 
principle,  which  at  once  check  the  aspirings  of  restless  and  de- 
structive innovation,  and  give  high  and  expanding  hope  and 
energy  to  the  supporters  of  institutions  based  upon  true  pat rotism, 
and  cemented  by  the  wisdom  and  experience  of  ages. 

We  beg  to  express  our  undoubting  confidence  in  your  Ex- 
cellency's desire  to  impress  upon  the  councils  of  our  most  gracious 
Sovereign  the  importance  of  seizing  upon  the  present  opportunity, 
so  happily  afforded,  of  making  this  province  what  it  always 
should  have  been,  a  British  colony ;  and  to  convey  to  our  be- 
loved Queen  our  earnest  desire  to  be  emancipated  from  the 
dominion  of  a  race  which  has  proved  itself  the  enemy  of  British 
settlement  in  this  province,  of  British  improvement,  of  British 
laws  and  institutions,  and  of  British  connexion. 

We  beg  to  convey  to  your  Excellency  the  expression  of  our 
sincere  regret  at  your  relinquishment  of  the  government  of  Upper 
Canada  at  a  crisis  so  important  to  the  best  interests  of  that  noble 
province,  and  of  our  heartfelt  wishes  for  your  huppincss,  and  fttr 
that  honour  and  promotion  at  the  hands  of  our  most  gracious 
Sovereign  which  your  Excellency's  patriotism  so  iniinently  de- 
serves. 

Montreal,  12th  February,  1838. 


At  a  Public  Meeting,  very  ntimerously  attended,  held  at  the 
News-room  in  the  City  of  Saint  John,  on  Thursday,  the  22d 
Day  of  March,  1838,  his  worship  the  Mayor  in  the  Chair, — 

On  motion  of  Mr.  Pentelow  : — 
Reftolved  unanimously — That  this  meeting  has  a  high  sense 
of  the  inestimable  advantages  which  have  accrued  to  the  Canadas 
and  the  other  British  American  possessions  by  the  administra- 
tion of  Sir  Francis  Bond  Head,  Bart.,  late  Lieutenant-Governor 
of  Upper  Canada — 

Resolved  unanimously — That,  entertaining  a  lively  hope  that 
Sir  Francis  Bond  Head  may  pass  through  this  city  on  his  return 
to  England,  this  meeting  deems  it  an  indispensable  duty  that 
some  distinguished  tribute  of  respect  be  paid  to  him  by  the  loyal 
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inhabitants  of  Saint  John,  and  that  therefore  he  be  invited  to  a 
public  dinner  to  be  given  him  on  that  occasion. 

Resolved — ^That  a  committee  of  management  be  appointed  to 
prepare  the  same,  and  obtain  subscriptions. 

On  motion  of  the  Hon.  Judge  Parker : — 

Resolved  unanimously — That  his  Excellency,  Sir  John  Harvey* 
our  highly^respected  Lieutenant-Gh>vemor,  be  invited  as  a  g^est 
on  the  occasion. 

Resolved  unanimously — ^That  the  Hon.  Colonel  MacNab, 
Speaker  of  the  House  of  Assembly  of  Upper  Canada,  be  also 
invited  as  a  g^est,  in  the  event  of  his  being  in  this  province  on 
his  way  to  England. 

Resolved — That  his  Worship  the  Mayor,  H.  B.  Smith,  Esq., 
collector  of  her  Majesty's  customs,  and  William  H.  Street,  Esq., 
be  a  committee  to  proceed  to  Fredericton  for  the  purpose  of  con- 
veying the  aforesaid  resolutions  to  Sir  Francis  Bond  Head,  his 
Excellency  Sir  John  Harvey,  and  Colonel  MacNab. 

(Signed)         Robert  J.  Headham,  Ch{tirmam 


At  a  Public  Meeting  of  the  Magistrates,  Merchants,  and  prin- 
cipal Inhabitants  of  the  County  of  Gloucester,  held  at  the 
Court-house,  in   Bathurst,  New  Brunswick,  on  Monday,  the 

2nd  day  of  April,  1838,  William  End,  Member  of  the  House 

of  Assembly,  called  to  the  Chair: — 

It  WiU  resolved  vnanimously — That  the  province  of  New 
Brunswick  should  cordially  unite  in  those  sentiments  of  admira- 
tion and  respect  which  have  been  so  enthusiastically  expressed 
by  the  loyal  people  of  Upper  Canada  towards  Sir  Francis  Bond 
Head,  their  late  Lientenant-Ciovernor. 

Resolved  vnanimovsly — That  to  support  and  strengthen  the 
power  and  influence  of  the  Government  in  these  colonies  should 
be  the  paramount  duty  of  every  man  who  appreciates  the  im- 
portance of  British  connexion,  and  desires  to  be  protected  bv 
British  laws ;  and  that  the  political  opinions  of  Sir  Francis  Bond 
Head,  expressed  during  his  residence  in  Upper  Canada,  are 
warmly  responded  to  by  the  loyal  people  of  this  province,  and 
regarded  as  a  code,  happily  conducive  to  the  honour  and  dignity 
of  ♦he  Crown,  as  well  as  the  safety  cad  welfare  of  the  people. 
Resolved  unanimously — That  the  unshaken  fidelity  witb  which 
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the  constitutional  rights  of  the  Crown  and  the  subject  were 
maintained  by  Sir  Francis  Bond  Head  during  his  administration 
of  the  government  of  Upper  Canada ;  his  sagacity  in  detecting 
and  disappointing  the  specious  designs  of  pretended  patriots ;  his 
firmness  in  overturning  the  less  dangerous  attempts  of  open  re- 
bellion, and  the  confidence  with  which,  on  two  memorable  occa- 
sions, he  intrusted  the  best  interests  of  the  colony  to  the  good 
sense  of  its  freeholders  and  the  gallantry  of  its  militia,  justly 
entitle  him  to  the  everlasting  gratitude  of  her  Majesty's  faithful 
subjects  in  every  part  of  British  America. 

Resolved  unanimously — That,  while  the  removal  of  Sir  Francis 
Bond  Head  from  the  government  of  Upper  Canada  must  be 
deeply  lamented  by  those  who  nobly  rallied  round  him  in  the 
day  of  agitation  and  rebellion,  this  meeting  is  |not  without  a 
cheering  hope  that  the  knowledge  which  he  has  acquired  of  the 
true  character  of  her  Majesty's  colonial  subjects,  when  com- 
municated to  the  Imperial  Parliament,  may  convince  the  British 
nation  that  the  great  mass  of  the  people  of  these  colonies,  loyal 
in  feeling  and  in  conscience,  consider  it  their  [enviable  distinc- 
tion to  form  a  part  of  the  British  empire,  and  turn  with  abhor- 
rence from  those  who  would  make  these  last  retreats  of  suffering 
loyalty  a  land  of  aliens  from  the  British  Crown. 

Resolved  unanimously — That  the  people  of  the  county  of 
Gloucester,  deeming  it  their  bounden  duty  to  adopt  the  senti- 
ments of  the  aforegoing  resolutions,  are  desirous  of  publicly  de- 
claring their  feelings  towards  Sir  Francis  Bond  Head  and  the 
loyalists  of  Upper  Canada;  and  that  these  resolutions  be  signed 
by  the  chairman,  and  transmitted  by  him  to  his  Excellency  Ma- 
jor-General Sir  John  Harvey,  our  esteemed  Lieutenant-Go- 
vernor, with  an  humble  request  that  he  may  be  pleased  to  com- 
municate them  to  Sir  Francis  Bond  Head. 

(Signed)         William  End,  Chairman, 

Bathurst,  New  Brunswick, 
April  2nd,  1838. 


Besides  the  above,  I  have  a  small  volume  of  addresses, 
which  I  received  on  my  departure  from  the  people  through- 
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out  all  the  districts  of  Upper  Canada,  to  all  of  whidi  ad- 
dresses I  gave  the  followmg  reply^  Terbally  expfadniiig  to  the 
respective  deputations  that,  feeling. it  to  he  my  duty  not  to 
write  anything  on  the  subject  of  my  retirement  from  the 
government  of  the  province  which  could  tend  to  a^^tate  that 
questionj  I  had  resolved  to  give  but  one  answer  to  whatefsr 
valedictory  addresses  I  might  receive. 

Copy  of  Oeneral  Answer. 

Gbntlbmen; 

I  SINCERELY  thank  the  inhabitants  of ^  f«r 

the  very  gratifying  expressions  respecting  my  administratioii 
of  the  government  of  this  province  whidi  are  contoine  in 
their  Address. 


Lopdon :  Priuted  by  W.  Cluwbi  and  Soki,  StamfoidHAicei 


Alhemarle-street,  March,  1839. 


Mr.   MURRAY 

HAS  LATELY  PUBLISHED  NEW  EDITIONS 
OF  THE  FOLLOWING  WORKS: 


ROUGH  NOTES  taken  during  some  Rapid  Joumieft 
across  the  PAMPAS  and  among  the  ANDES.  By  Sir  Francis 
B.  Head,  Bart.     Third  Edition^  post  8t;o.,  9s.  6a. 


BUBBLES  from  the  BRUNNENS  of  NASSAU. 
By  an  Old  Man.     Fourth  Edition^  fcp.  8vo.,  *Js.  6d. 
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FOREST  SCENES  and  INCIDENTS  in  the 
WILDS  of  CANADA.  By  Sir  George  Head.  Second 
Edition^  with  Map^  post  Svo,y  lOs.  6d. 


EXPOSITION  and  DEFENCE  of  EARL 
BATHURST'S  ADMINISTRATION  on  the  AFFAIRS  of 
CANADA,  to  which  is  added.  Thoughts  on  the  Present  Crisis  of 
the  Canadas,  and  on  the  Policy  of  a  Legislative  Union  between 
the  Two  Colonies.  By  The  Right  Honourable  Sir  Robert 
WiLMOT  HoRTON,  Bart.,  G.  C.H.,  Sccond  Edition^  8vo.  3s,  6d. 


IRELAND  and  CANADA,  supported  by  Local 
Evidence,  by  the  Right  Honourable  Sir  Wilmot  Horton, 
Bart.,  G.  C.  H.;  dedicated,  by  permission,  to  Her  Majesty  the 
Queen,  8vo.,  2s, 


BOOKS 

PREPARING    FOR   PUBLICATION 

BY 

Mr.  MURRAY, 

ALBEMARLE    STREET,   MAY  6,    1839. 


1. 

A  NEW  ENGLISH  DICTIONART  OF 

UNIVERSAL    BIOGRAPHY. 

CoDiinicted  on  an  improved  and  entirely  original  Plan^  and  conducted  by  aaam  of 
the  most  distiBgiiished  Literary  Men  of  Great  Britain  and  the  Continent. 

TO  BB  PUBLItHSD, 

By  Means.  LONGMAN  and  Co.,  and  Mr.  MURRAY,  in  conjunction. 

In  active  Preparaiion, 


2. 

THE  HISTORY  OF  CHEISTIAJNITY, 

FROM  THE  BIRTH  OF  CHRIST  TO  THE  EXTINCTION  OF 
PAGANISM  IN  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE. 

By  the  Rev.  H.  H.  MILMAN, 

Prebendary  of  Wettminster,  and  Minister  of  St.  Margaret' b. 

▼ols.    8vo. 


3. 

HISTORY  OF  THE  POPES  OF  ROME, 

THEIR  CHURCH  AND  STATE, 
DURING  THE  XVIth  AND  XVIIth  CENTURIKS. 

Translated  from  the  Gennan  of  LEOPOLD  RANKE. 

3  Tols.  8to. 


Mb.  MURRAY'S  LIST  OF  BOOKS 


I 


ANCIENT  SPANISH  BALLADS. 

I'raiiBlBted  Willi  Koitn. 
Bt  J.  G.  LOCK.HART,  Esq. 

j  Itm  £i/iliMi,  vilh  Driginiil  sud  gpleadid  IlluMiitiou.     41k. 


THE  CORRESPONDENCE  OF 

fTHE    LATE    WILLIAM    \VI  LBKK  FORCE. 
Edited  bv  HIS  SONS. 
3  (Oil.  n»tevo. 
Printed  imifonnlf  with  TuR  Livi,  to  which  thujr  may  be  caiuidenii  u 
Suppleroentarj. 
'••  Oiring  to  the  extent  of  the  CoTreapoodeDca  of  Mr.  Wtlberftoree.  H  w: 
impOMible  to  include  mora  thao  a  tery  nnall  [isrt  of  it  in  the  Li(i  ; 
Iherafuns  otlho  moil  valuahle  and  imjiortant  Letlera,  Sc,  neivi  before  print*!,  ut   1 
hue  Kif  ea  to  complete  the  pictuie  of  Mr.  VVilbeifoica**  I^(i  and  C 


MAXIMS  AND  HI^TS  FOR  AN  ANGL£R. 

AMD  THK  H1SBK1B8  OF  HSHINO: 

MAXIMS  AND   HINTS  KJB  A  CHESS-PLAYER 

Bt  RICHARD  FENN,  Es«. 

&«oBrf  fiAViM,  enlugvl.    lUiMtnM  with  Waodail..    Fcmp.SM, 


AN  INTBODUCTlaM  TO  THB  LITKUUtY  HUrNBY 

THS  l&ni,  I6tu,  um  17tu  CBTTURIES., 

Bt  HENKY  SALLAH,  E><1. 

Volt.  IL,  III.,  uAty^ifo^  comFl.fiDg  tiu  ^erk. 


BgnrAituK^  iQit  vwununm. 


8. 
TRAVEI^  IN  TSE 

TRANS-CAUCASIAN  PROVINCES  OF  RUSSIA, 

AMD 

ALONG  THE  SOUTHERN  SHOBXS  OF  LAKES  VAN  AND  URUML^IH 

WITH 

A  Visit  to  the  Southern  Coast  of  the  Caspian  Sea. 

By  Captain  RICHARP  WILBRAHAM, 

Employed  on  a  FaiticiiUur  Sffvie^  in  Pfifiia* 
Wrra  Map  amd  Platbs  Ffuw  twm  Author's  Skwtckmm* 


9. 

PENTALOGIA    A  R  I  S  TO  P  H  A  N  I  C  A. 
By  THOMAS  MITCHELL,  Esq. 

8vo. 

This  Volume  will  oontftiii'Mr.  Mitchell*  Text  of  the  Achaneani,  Waipi, 
Knights,  Clouds,  and  Frogs,  with  short  Nofees,  more  pariiaUariy  adapted  to  the 
Uae   of  Schooh. 

In  compliance  with  the  suggestions  of  several  of  the  Conducton  of  our  Great 
Public  Schools,  the  Notes  will  be  placed  at  the  end  of  the  Text 


10. 

A  JOURNAL  WRITTEN  DURING  AN  EXCURSION 

IN  ASIA  MINOR,  in  1838. 

By   CHARLES    FELLOW& 

With  20  Plates  and  60  Wood-cuts  of  undeacribed  remains  of  Ancient  Cities,  &c., 

from  the  Anthor^  Sketches. 

**  Since  my  reiarn  to  England  I  Iuits  lasraad  at  th«  Geographical  Sodety  that '  pari  of  my  ronio 
which  lay  through  fha  Mmthcm  dlMriet  of  Asia  Miaoiv  aad  M  ma  to  1^  iMnaina  «l  wreral  im 
poiiant  ancient  eitim,  had  not  befine  bson  tnifRMd  by  any  BsioptaB.*  It  ia  on  this  afleomt  alona 
that  I  am  indooed  to  lay  my  Joomal  btlns  tho  poldle.'*— A'it^iMi. 

b2 


Ifa.  1IDRR1.T9  UatOr  lOOKBi 

u. 

SCENES  OF  DOMESTIC  LIFE  AMONG  THE 

KOMANa 

Tranalated  from  the  Gernun  of  PROFESSOR  BECKER, 

of  Lxipsio. 

With  Uluitrstiona.    It  nU.    Port  8n>. 


THE 
POETICAL  WORKS  OF  THE  HEV.  H.  H.  MILMAN  ; 


TBE  FALL  or  JERUSALBM— BISLSHAZZAB-THE  UARTYB  Of 

ANTIOCH-ANN  BOLEYN-SAUOR,  Ac.  ftc. 

With  Pielaea  uid  Notai  bj  tlu  Author,  »nd  lUmtntioaj. 

3  roll.  Fcap.  Sto. 


_  CONSIDERATIONS  ON  NATIONAL  EDUCATION. 
Bt  SARAH  AUSTIN. 


14. 

BUENOS  AYKES,  AND  THE  PROVINCES  OF 

LA  PLATA. 

Bt  sir  woodbine  PARISH.  K.C.H., 


With  a  Hftp,  by  Amnnmith,  Mtd  PUIm.   6t»i 


^ 


SPECIMENS  OF  THE  BEITISH  POETS; 

BIOQRAPHICAL  AND  CRITICAL  NOTICBS,  AND  AN  BSSAT  ON 

ENGLISH  POKTBT. 

By  TUOUAS  CAMPBELL,  Esq.,  Author  of  Uw 

"Plbasuhxb  ov  Hope." 

StcMirf  AltiwH.  BwuitiAdljr  pnntwl.  Sn. 


PSBPASme  FOB  PDBUCATIOW.  ft 


16. 

A  HAND-BOOK  for  TRAVELLEES  in  GREAT 

BRITAIN. 

PoftSvo.   lo  pieparatioii. 


17. 

GOETHE'S  THEOEY  OF  COLOtTRS. 

Translated  from  the  German. 

By  CHARLES  LOCK  EASTLAKE,  R.A. 

8vo. 

"  It  U  not  Uta  TrantUtor't  intention,  nor  does  he  pntead  to  b«  oompatcnt,  to  defend  tkie  theory 
i  n  ell  its  bearing!.  He  ia  aware  that  men  of  icienee  in  onr  onm  eoantry  and  in  Gerauuif  have 
objeeted  to  certain  coneinaiona  in  it.  Tlieae,  however,  eannot  invaUdate  the  truth  of  the  expert- 
menta ;  and,  athahat  ne^er  aiat  with  a»  artiit  aefmlMUd  wUk  Me  work  who  Hi  not  admit  iti  gnat 
9til^y,  he  ooncetved  that  ha  might  do  aome  eenrioe  to  hia  profesaion  by  tranalatiag  it** 


18. 

TRA.VELS  IN  THE  HIMALAYAN  PROVINCES  OF 
HINDOSTAN  AND  THE  PANJAB, 

In  Ladakh  and  Kashmir,  in  Peshawar,  Kabal,  Kunduz,  and  Bokhara. 
By  Mr.  WILLIAM  MOORCROFT  and  Mr.GEORGE  TREBECK. 

Prepared  for  the  Press  from  Original  Journals  and  Correspondence^ 

By  HORACE  HAYMAN  WILSON,  M.A.,  F.R.S., 

Professor  of  Sanscrit  in  the  University  of  Oxford. 

With  lUustratioos  and  a  Map»  by  John  Arrowsmith. 

2  vols.  8to.    Nearly  readj/. 


19. 

THB  THIRD  AND  FOURTH  VOLUIIES  OP  CORRESPONDENCB  OP 

WILLIAM  PITT,  FIRST  EARL  OF  CHATHAM. 

Edited  by  WM.  STANHOPE  TAYLOR,  Esq.,  and 

Captain  JOHN  HENRY  PRINGLE. 

The  Executors  of  HIS  SON,  JOHN,  SARL  OF  CHATHAM. 

8to. 

COMFLBTUro  TBB  WoB«« 


•  UtuMVUMATB  UK  MT  BO0U 


tmmme^m-i  mmmuo^k'. 


THB  FBOeW  OF  AUfMranBAMttk    • 

SdiM,  with  En^idi  Notes,  «Kl  ad^tod  f0  fht  Uti  trUniwrilMi  Md 

Bt  THOMAS  MTTCHELL^  AJL 

FonmBg  No.  V.  of  <*MlicHiLL*ii  PiMW  OP  ^  ■■■!■■  ■!!■■*    8mw 


A  NEW  CLASSICAL  DIOHONABT 

Of  Aiiei0iit  Mjtiiology,  Hbtory,  Biognphy,  and  Qeognphy. 

rOR  TEX  U8K  OF  C0LI.E6S9  A|fD  SCHOOLS. 
Canfclly  eonpOed  fioB  IW  OryMtf  iiMbtr^ 

Moddm  B^ppjfch^M  down  tp  the  pyeart  ftam^ 
By  the  Rev.  JOHN  WORDSWORTH,  AM., 

Fellow  of  Trinity  CoUaga,  Cambridge. 

One  cloaely  printed  Tolmne,  8?o. 
Jn  prfparaHou. 


22. 

POPULAR  GBOGRAPHV, 

Containing  all  thai  moit  deter? et  to  be  known  of  the  Nature  and  Hiitory  of  the 

Globe  and  its  Inhabitants. 

In  one  compact  neatly-printed  Volame,  Sro. 

%*  The  object  of  this  Work  is  to  present  to  the  Public  a  Popular  Universal 
Geography,  fitted  for  all  ClaMes,  but  particularly  adapted  for  Students  at  College 
or  more  advanced  Schools.  It  will  be  restricted  to  the  more  entertaining  and 
valnable  facts  of  the  History  of  the  Earth  we  inhabit,  omitting  dry  details. 


23. 
A  SMALLER  DICTIONARY  OF 

UNIVERSAL  BIOGRAPHY. 

Alphabetically  arranged.    In  One  closely-printed  Volume,  8vo. 

Containingi  by  a  Novel  Arrangement,  more  Information  by  one-third  than  any 

similar  Work  of  equal  bulk. 

JOHN  MURRAY,  Albemarle  Street. 


BOOKS  RECENTLY  PUBLISHED. 


i. 

JOURNAL  OF  tfiS 

ENGLISH  AGRICULTURAL  SOCIETY— No.  I. 

CONTSMTfl: 

I.  On  the  PRESENT  STATE  of  the  SCIENCE  of  AGRICULTURE  in  BN6LAND.-a.  KARL 
SPENCER  00  fhe  BREEDING  of  CATTLfe  and  SHEBP-3.  SIR  JAMES  GRAHAM  on  Ifae 
DEANSTON  FREQUENT  DHAIN-SYSTEM.-4.0n  SEVERAL  OPERATIONS  of  I^RAK- 
STONIZINO,  ftom  the  HON.  R.  GLIVB.  lt.P^-3.  CHARLES  SHAW  LEFEVRE,  M.P.,  ta 
SUBSOIL  PLOUGHING  on  a  DRY  GROUND.r-flb  J.  PAINTER,  Esq..  on  GAS-WATER  at  a 
MANURE.-7.0n  the  VALUE  of  SEVERAL  VARIETIES  of  WHEAT,  by  JOHN  MORTON.Eiq. 
-6.  REV.  W.  RHAM.  on  the  ANALYSIS  of  S0ILS.-9.  On  the  PROGRESS  of  AGRICULTURS 
in  SCOTLAND  since  the  FORBfATION  of  the  HIGHLAND  SOCIETY,  by  BIr.  JOHN 
DUDGEON.-fiUSCELLANEOUS  NOTICES,  ftc. 

&V0.    2«.  6d. 


2. 

THE  LIFE  OF  EDWARD  GIBBON, 

WITH  SELECTIONS  FROM  HIS  CORRESPONDSNCB,  ftc.; 
And  Notes  by  the  Key.  H.  H.  MILMAN. 

Uniform  with  Milmam's  Gibbon.    One  Volume^  8fo«    fit. 


3. 

THE  AGAMEMNON  OF  iESCHYLUS. 

A  new  Edition  of  the  Text,  with  Critical,  Explanatory,  and  Philological  Notes 
designed  for  the  use  of  Students  in  the  UniTenities. 

By  the  Hev.  THOMAS  WILLIAMSON  PEILE,  M.A., 

Senior  Fellow  and  Tutor  in  the  University  of  Durham,  and  formerly  Fellow  of 

Trinity  College,  Cambridge. 

8vo.     \2s. 


4. 

HANNIBAL    IN    BITHYNIA: 

A  DRABftATIC  POSH. 
By  HENRY  GALLY  KNIGHT,  Esq.,  M.P. 

Fcap.  8f  0.    5«.  6d, 


c^ 


BMV  list  Of  SOOKi,  itKCBHTLT  FUSUSmtD, 


SSACTIONS  OF  TBE  ROYAL  SOCIETY  OF  UTEEATURB. 
Vol.  111.  Part.  II. 


i 


Ob   the  ANTIQUITY  of    ibe  EABLY   CYCLES.    E>c<n>d  Iftnoir.    ty  (be  Rcr, 
Dr.  NoLi«. 
O  n  ll-r  BATHE  of  MARATHON.    By  nEoncrn  FiKur.  Eiq. 

OnlhePOSITIONofAPHIDKA.    BythfSimp. 

On  ih*  POSITION  DdhcOROPIAN  AMPHIABAEIOK    B7lheS«ra. 
On   tbe  BOOK  and  HISTOK\  d[  JOB.    By  ibe  Bcv.Ei«abd  DtViu. 

On  IheEEMAlNSofnTEMPLEit.  DAMASCUS.    By  W.  B.  H*»,uo=c.  K.^ 
On  the  ANCIENT  NAWK  of  EG^'         cy  ._    Same. 

On  Ike  CEILING  of  Ihr  NEMK  si  THEBES.    Ry  ih*  Bev.C.  ToHu^r-s. 

Illuslralcd  bj  n  Engnvings.    4lo.      2lt, 


Ak  enquiry  whether  the  SENTENCE  op  DEATH 

PRONOUKCED  AT  THE  FALL  OF  MAN 

Included  the  >iholc  Ammal  Creation,  or  was  Restricted  to  the 

HvMAN  Race, 

J  SrniMi  jmiKhrd  in  Iht  CalheJral  uf  Cirinl  Church,  btfort  lit  Vm^rtHii  of  Orfsnl 

Jaivm-y  27,  1033,  J  .'       >       . 

By  the  Rev,  Wm.  BUCKLAMD,  D.D.,  P.H.S., 


A  HAND-BOOK  FOR  TBAVELLERS 

IN  DENMARK,  NORWAY,  SWEDEN,  AND  RUSSIA. 

With  Map  and  FUiu.    FoitSta. 

Bakd-Boc**  for  Tbaiem-bbb  in  It.i.t  and  Fb*hcb  ue  in  pi«iuratioo. 


ON  IHE  PRESENT  UNSETTLED  CONDITION  OP 

THE  LAW  AND  ITS  ADMINISTRATION. 

By  JOHN  MILLER,  Esq.,  of  Lincoln's  Inm. 

8(i).4t,W, 


AibemarU  Street,  Hay,  1839. 


BOOKS  RECENTLY  PUBLISHED 


BY 


Mr.  MURRAY. 


1. 

A  NARRATIVE. 

By  Sir  FRANCIS  B.  HEAD,  Bart. 

Ikird  Edition,    8vo.,  12«. 


I 


2. 

GIBBON'S 
BISTORT  OF  THE  ROMAN  EMPIRE. 

AN  ENTIRELY  NKW  EDITION. 
EDIT£D.  WITH  NOTES, 

By  the  Rev.  H.  II.  MILMAN. 

^tttt  completed  in  TweWe  Volumes,  illus- 
tated  with  original  Historical  Maps 

8to.  9«.  each. 

*ThtTBMaib0  no  qneition  that  thii  ediiion  of 
^■DiixNi  b  the  only  one  nt«nt  to  which  pareuts,  and 
Ijiudiant,  and  academical  authurities  ought  to 
|ivt  MT  measure  of  countenance."— Quarts /v  Re- 
«<f»,llo.CXXIV. 

"OMon*s  Hifltonr,  especially  as  edited  by  Mr. 
VuMn,  is  a  worii  ior  all  time  and  for  all  classes. 
M«OT»rfa«ftprewas  a  work  which  could  be  safely 
yfciiP  the  hands  of  the  yonnff,  or  of  those  whoso 
ywtMlttss  and  means  finrdeteotinj;  its  perversions 
vjotObv.  Now.  however,  the  errors  of  this  lominou  s 
"ywposlBg  history  have  been  sidlftally  and  oou- 
^■cliiily  BOled.  The  poison,  if  not  extracted,  has 
MM  made  palpable.*'— J/oa/A/y  Revimc,  May,  1839. 


3. 

THE  SPEECH  DELIVERED  BY 

Sir  ROBERT  PEEL,  Bart. 

ON    THE    CORN   LAWS, 

On  Friday,  15th  March.    8vo. 


4. 
DISPATCHES  AND 

CORRESPONDENCE  OF  HIS  GRACE 

THE  DUKE  OF  WELLINGTON. 

Edited  by  Lieut^Colonel  GURWOOD. 

Compiete  in  Twelve  Volumts  8vo.,  20f. 
each  Volume. 


5. 

HISTORY  OF  ENGLAND, 

From  the  Peace  of  Utrecht  to  the  Peace 
of  Aix-la-Chapelle. 

By  LORD  MAHON. 

Complete  in  Three  Volumes,  8yo.     Vpl.  I., 
lG*.j  XL,  14*.;  III.,  18*. 


6. 

AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  THE 
LITERARY  HISTORY 

Of  the  15th,  16th,  and  17th  Centuries. 

By  HENRY  HALLAM,  Esq. 

Vol.  I.    8vo.,  IC*. 


Hs.  WmRATB  Lin-  OFVOOKS. 


i 
I 


TUB  PROGRESS  AND  PRESENT 

POSITION  OP 

RUSSIA  IN  THE  EAST. 

I  Kfw  EiUliaH,  vilh  a  Map  showing  Uie 

EuciaacbBicat*  of  Buisis.    3td.,  6f 


THE  AFRICAN  SLAVE  TRADE. 
By  THOS.  FOWKLL  BUXTON,  Sm]. 
Snmd  Eiiiliim.   8vo.   t:,  ut,  with  Aiwaw 
.'■  Utga  Map  at  Afrlta,  Hi. 


THE  STATE  IN  ITS  RELATIONS 

WITH  THE  CHURCH. 

By  W.  E.  GLADSTONE,  Esq., 


niril  EStioH,  Sto.,  9).  9U, 


12. 

IRELAND  AND  CANADA 

Bf  the  Rif{ht  Hon.  Sir  Robuh  V 

HosioB,  BfltU  O.C.H. 

8to.  :^.  &I. 

!3. 

AN  INDEX  TO  THE  QUASTl 
REVIEW. 
Vola.  41  to  S9.  iuclutivs. 
Fanning  Not.  CXIX.  azul  CXI 
6vo.     12».  J 


A  LIBRARY  EDITION  OF  LO 
BYRON'S  WuRKS. 

Beautifully  Ptinlcil,«i<li  a  <»«  and  « 
Inilvx  and  a  I'oiltiit. 
8  vol..   8vo..  £-1.  i,. 

Foil  iLLVlTBATOHk  Or  rHK  VVoBU  Ot 

BtBO",  ■  yvty  limited  uuinliKof  ( 
of  the  Kew  Edilion  in  8  Tck,  Bw, 
been  pcinted  ia  4ta. 


IS  PILGRIU'S  PROGRESS,   WITH 
A  LIFE  OF  JOHN  BUNYAN. 


JtTtw  Editimt,  illustiBled  wiib  Portrait  and 
Eogciviags,  |,Dit  Svo.,  lOi.  Bd. 


With  an  Appendii. 
By  the  Right  Hso. 
Sit  Rdbibt  Wiuim  Hubton,  Btit*OJ 


II. 
THE  ART  OF  DKKR-STALKINQ; 

llloilraltd  by  a  Narntivc  uf  a  tuw  Day*' 
Si«.rl  in  llieFoiril  ul  Atlioll. 

By  WILLIAM  SCBOl'E.  E>q,  F.L.S. 

Wiih  12  bvautirul  lltusirilioQi, 

By  Euirtn  and  Chirlici  LjtNMKiiB,  'RJi. 

Kuyal  bn.,  21.  2i. 


ON  THE  REV.  RICHARD  JOSSi 


"  Ren 


.bid 


TITHKS  SHOULD  UE  ASSESSED 
THE  POOR  BATK." 
Dy  WHXIAM  BLARE.  £.%.,  fX 
Sto.  S(. 


WORKS  JUST  PUBLISHED. 


11 


17. 

DOHESTIC  MANNERS  OF  THE 
RUSSIANS ; 

la  A  Mrict  of  Letters  describin;;  a  Year's 

tbemdtnee  in  that  Country,  chiefly 

in  the  Interior. 

Mj  the  Rev.  R.  LISTER  VEN  ABLKS,  M.A. 

PottSvo.    9«.  6'i. 

*  I  eumolTeDlure  to  add  unotherto  tlio  niimeroiiv 
tookt  on  RumU  which  Imvu  areaily  npix'iirtHl, 
vftdwat  pleading'  ft^  my  njioloiry  that  I  visiti'ii  th'it 
eonDtry  oBdrr <'iirujnttanc«R  iiffimlini;u])]Hirtiiiitiirii 
not  naaally  wiihin  a  tirant^fr*!  tphcIi,  of  uli:oiviiij; 
the  habits  aod  character  of  tlin  jieuplt*.  1  am, 
Ihenbie,  inducf^d  ti»  imblith  tlic  fulldwiiiK  l('tt«'rs 
•ndn  an  impri*<>Miia  thiit  s<inic  siccunnt  o:  (i((iij«-<>tic 
Uft  in  the  Juiviinr  may  Xte,  to  a  veit.iiu  tl>-;.rci>. 
iBlmcMia;;  from  in  nuvelty. 

"  Bciafii'nrly  conneded  byiii.ini-i:*pwith  srvrral 
RoMiian  iimUiei,  I  ■eeuiniNiiiu*«l  my  wifi*  iiiti*  ticit 
•Mmiry  in  the  cumnivr  of  l!^J7.  I'ur  ihv  i>iir]<ii««*  ot 
vMliajc  her  relaliuna,  anuiuK  whom  wi>  t^uMit  tuoUo 
■oalba.  either  in  private  hou>eii  in  tii*.'  Inifrinr. 
or  la  babita  of  conitant  intercounn;  al  St.  i'cters- 
boriph. 

"  Tbo  eoort,  tlie  capital,  the  army,  the  piiMic 
iartltatiOBa  of  the  country,  %tith  its  politiral  potfiti<iii 
aad  vicva,  have  orcupiltl  the  inii»  ur  far  aMrr 
Inicllm:  my  object  han  beeu  to  <;i\(*  M>nii'  dciwri]*- 
of  private  l.fe,  natiuoal  custom*,  auiL  domvtftic 
liaRuaaia.'* 


18. 

THE  NORMANS  IN'  SICILY; 
Or,  Notes  of  a  Journal  mnrle  in  Sicily  in  the 
Autumn  of  IS3G,  chieflv  iUu>t:ative  of 
the  Architecture    and    History    of   the 
Normans  in  that  I^laa(l. 

By  HENRY  GALLY  KNIGHT,  Ksq.  M.P. 

Author  of  '  Notes  of  a  Tour  in  Nurnidiidy/ 
Post  8vo.    8«.  Gd. 


19. 
THE    JOURNAL    UF    THE     P.OYAL 
GEOGRAPHICAL     SliClETY       UF 
LONDON.    Vol..  IX.,  Paiu  1. 

CONTKXTS : 

Cikinfl  W.  M.  LrAUK  .»i  \Ik*  sTAP;-:  -  M  .iLr 
BAV^LlN>t'> '■    -r-lvNA-    li..K.'  ilAi.If-    ; 
jIIJN    f.ii  Hih   Tr.MI'l.ilAlii:!:   ■■!    h.,lil«»:i 
MUtTll  AMi.H.Ca      L:i   ..  HMM.S.  ...  i  ■*. 
^UI  Til  (.*»AVi'  oi   AUAJilA— I):.  I.ciOl'K^. 

OB  AL^•TKALI.^^  VuiAiiLi.Ahii:<. 
With  Maps,  8vo.,  Js.  (it/. 


20. 

A  NEW  GREEK  GRAMMAR, 

Fur  the  LNc  of  Schouls. 

By  the  Rev.  CHARLES  WORDSWORTH, 

M.A. 

Late  Student  of  Christ  Church,  and  Second 
Miibter  of  Winchester  College. 

12mu.,  3«.  Od,  hound. 


•21. 

DEOICATEI)  UY  I'£UMI>>!>10N  lU  HER  MAJESTY. 

THE  PARLIAMKNTS  and  COUNCILS 
of  KN(iLANJ), 

Chronulni^icully  urrani^fd  irom  the  Reign 

ut'  William  I.  to  the  devolution  in  1G88. 

By  CHAULKS  HENRY  PARRY,  Esq., 
M.D.,     r.R.S. 

8vo.    30*. 

"  Y«iir  iHXik  will  su]iply  a  very  important  deii- 
fl(>r:itiim  ill  Knf;li.<th  histuiirnl  literatim*.  Theni  la 
no  iKKik  which  c-mtuius  all  the  fiictsi;  and  hittorieal 
wriletii.  mIio  pn'li'r  faclH  to  thcoiiex,  will  liud  it  a 
most  ux'lul  coUfClum  of  dates  atnl  uvpnts.  which 
thi'y  would  bp-ud  liourh  in  si>ekiii^  amoiii;  the 
Vdliimttixiid  VLTifs  which  y<.>u  Itave  cou^ulted,  for 
any  i>«>rioii  to  which  tlu>«c  laVM>u:s  nfer.  1  contiier 
the  voItiiUL*  one  ol'  ihr  niDst  \>iliiabi(r  woik^i.in  every 
]<i.iut  of  ^icw.  III. it  hrfve  appeiirtMl  for  a  lon|{  time." 
— ii'r  Harrih  yichhlas  to  Dr.  Fmr^. 

Twelve  Coi'iL's  I):'!}'  on  Large  paptr,  4to.| 

£3.  35. 


^  «■  • 

MEMOIR  O:-'   PEREGRINE  BERTIE, 

Ek'veuih  Lo.d  Wiili-ugiiby  D'Eresby, 

Ci'min.:ii'loi-in-C'hicf  u:  Q'u-oii  EJiZabetirs 
I'lKCvs  in  liio  Lwiv  i.ouiitiic^  and  in 
EiMi.Ct  ,  .iMii  Ci.i\tr..i.r  ol  il(.'.>^:ck. 

B\  a  UEiC  EN  L;.'. N"  i"  in  ihu  louiili  Grue- 

riiiiou. 


« 
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Mb.  MUUUTV  NKW  BOOKS  JllVr  VDBLIBHXII. 


S3. 
THE  GKOLOOT  OF  THE  SILURIAN 
REGION,  OR  BORDER  COUNTIES 
OF  ENGLAND  AND  WALES, 

Comprabending  a  Defcription  and  Clauifi- 
cation  of  the  Older  Roclu,  with  Notieea 
and  Seetioot  of  the  Coal-fieldi,  ftc  fte. 

Bj  RODERICK  L  MURCHISON  Esq., 

F.R.S. 

Vice-PreiidcDt  of  the  Geological  Society. 

2  Tolf.  Royal  4to.,  with  large  Geological 
Hap,  Views,  Coloured  Sections,  and  nu- 
mecoufl  Plates  of  Organic  Remains. 


•J  I. 

CORRESPONDENCE    OF    WILLIAM 

PITT,  FIRST  EARL  OF  CHATHAM. 

Edited  by  Wm.  Stanhofb  Tayloh,  Esq., 
and  Captain  JouN  Hknrt  Paikols, 

The  Executors  of  His  Son,  Jobn,  Earl 

or  Chathaic 

Vols.  I.  and  II.     8vo.,  18<.  each. 

To  be  completed  in  Four  Volumes. 


23. 
THE  LIFE  OF  LORD  ANSON, 

The  Circumnavigator  of  the  Glob  . 

By  Sir  JOHN   BARROW,  Bart.,  F.R.S. 

Printed  uniformly  with  «  Banow's  Life  of 

Howe." 

Portrait.    8vo.,  I4f. 


S6.  

XLXKKins  OF  THE  PATB0M 

or  THE  EEUKAN  mnJL 

BjTamuM  WUrot  UJk,  WMS9 

Fdlov  of  Oa  CoI1m»  of  Flmldmi 
late  Fdkv  of  Orid  ColWn  <kM 

Feip.  8vOt|  Sff*  6A 


37. 
ESSAYS  ON  THE  MOST  IllFOBri 
DISEASES  OF  WOMEN. 

By  RoBKBT  FsBousoir,  M.D. 
Pott  8vo.,  9«.  6«r. 


28. 
LETTERS  ON  PARAOUAT; 

COHPRISINQ 

An  Aceoont  of  a  Four  Yean!  Iteiidea 
that  RepubUc,  under  tha  Goiwb 
of  the  Dictator  Francia. 

By  J.  P.  and  W.  P.  'Ramamnnu 


29. 
FRANCE'S  REIGN  OF  TERRC 

The  Continuation  of  Letters  on  Paraj 
By  J.  P.  and  W.  P.  Robxbtson. 
PostSvo.,  10c.  6(/. 


30. 

THE   BALL.\NTYNE   HUMBU 

HANDLED, 

In  a  Letter  to  Sir  Adam  Fsaacsoif 

By  the  Author  of  **  Memoirs  of  tha  L 
Sir  Walter  Scott." 

Post  8vo.j  If.  6d, 


JOHN  MURRAY.  Albemarle  Street. 


